Town  of  Leverett 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 

April  27,  2013 

9 AM  Leverett  Elementary  School 

Town  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator,  Larry  Farber,  at  9:04  AM,  a quorum  being  deemed 
present.  The  Annual  Report  was  dedicated  to  Don  Robinson,  retiring  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  after  26 
years;  Dave  Palmer,  who  resigned  from  the  Board  of  Assessors  last  year;  and  Don  Gibivic,  who  resigned 
from  the  Finance  Committee  and  had  previously  served  as  a Select  Board  member.  A moment  of  silence 
was  held  for  those  killed  and  injured  in  the  Boston  Marathon  bombing  and  for  those  Leverett  residents 
who  were  deceased  this  year.  Janine  Roberts  read  a poem  she  wrote  about  the  bombing. 

The  reading  of  the  warrant  was  dispensed. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town 
bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

J_ Larry  ) I move  that  we  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods 

prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw.  Seconded.  The  Town  Clerk  was  instructed  to  cast  a single  ballot  for  the 
following  nominees. 

Election  results  are  as  follows: 

Assessor:  Tom  Mackza,  term  expires  2016 

Board  of  Health:  Michael  Fair  and  Charles  Dauchy:  terms  expire  2016 
Library  Trustees:  Elaine  Barker  and  Georgie  Schmidt:  2016 
Constables:  Jim  Lyons:  2016 

Finance  Committee:  Steve  Nagy,  term  expires  2016 
Assistant  Moderator:  Fay  Zipkowitz,  term  expires  2014 
Planning  Board:  Ken  Kahn,  term  expires  2018 

School  Committee:  Sheila  Hunter  term  expires  2015  (PENDING  Election  Division  decision)  and 
one  vacancy  to  expire  in  2015 

Select  Board:  Peter  d’Errico  2016 
Town  Clerk:  Lisa  Stratford  2016 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town  of  the 
District  for  Fiscal  Year  2014  as  required  by 

Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

This  is  the  same  regional  agreement  we’ve  had  for  the  last  few  years. 

Julie  gave  a very  brief  overview  of  the  status  of  the  Regional  School  Planning  District  Board 
including  some  of  it’s  subcommittees:  governance,  educational  planning,  and  finance. 

f Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member 
town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2014  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement. 

Carries  Unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Seconded. 


Rich  explained  that  the  main  issue  with  budget  this  year  was  a change  to  lump  all  building 
maintenance  expenses  in  one  category,  to  remove  them  from  individual  budgets,  and  to  hire  a part-time 
maintenance  custodian  to  oversee  all  buildings  and  their  systems. 

The  School  Committee  was  the  only  department  to  object.  Larry  Farber  explains  how  the  passing  of 
the  budget  works.  The  following  items  were  “held:”  Regional  School,  Elementary  School,  Transfer 
Station,  School  Buildings  and  Town  Building  Salaries.  Questions  were  answered  for  Transfer  Station  and 
Regional  School. 

The  School  Committee  proposed  the  following  amendment: 

(Kat  Brooks):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  move  to  Transfer  $52,800  from  the  School  Building 
Maintenance  Budget  line  under  the  Town  Buildings’  Budget  lines  and  $96,987  from  the  Town  Building 
Salaries  budget  line  to  the  Elementary  School  budget  line. 

Seconded. 

Lots  of  discussion  for  and  against. 

Amendment  carries  66  in  favor,  48  against. 

Held  and  unheld  items  are  tallied  for  a total  Town  Budget  of  $5,449,503 

Total  School  passed:  $1,642,362 

Total  School  Building  passed:  $78,415 

Total  Town  Building  passed:  $158,083 

Main  motion  carries. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1 10,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account 
and  the  sum  of  $30,000  from  available  funds  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  dump  and  sander  truck  with 
snow  plow  frame  for  the  Highway  Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Peter l I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1 10,000  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  and  the  sum  of  $30,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  dump  and  sander  truck  with 
snow  plow  frame  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Seconded.  Will  explains  the  need  for  a truck.  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  recommend. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $20,700  from  available  funds  to  purchase 
and  install  new  gas  pumps  and  other  related  equipment  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

( Julie l I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $20,700  from  Free  Cash  to 

purchase  and  install  new  gas  pumps  and  other  related  equipment  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000  from  available  funds  to  repoint  the 
brick  on  the  south  wall  of  the  Elementary  School’s  1950  building,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000  from  Free  Cash  to  repoint 
the  brick  on  the  south  wall  of  the  Elementary  School’s  1950  building. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $7,300  from  available  funds  to  install 
new  door  handles  on  the  classroom  doors  for  safety  reasons  at  the  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

( Peter l I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $7,300  from  Free  Cash  to 

install  new  door  handles  on  the  classroom  doors  for  safety  reasons  at  the  Elementary  School. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,000  from  available  funds  to  upgrade 
the  front  door  lock  system  and  connect  it  to  administrative  phones  at  the  Elementary  School,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,000  from  Free  Cash  to 
upgrade  the  front  door  lock  system  and  connect  it  to  administrative  phones  at  the  Elementary  School. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  available  funds  to  purchase 
a new  copier  and  related  equipment  at  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  Free  Cash  to 
purchase  a new  copier  and  related  equipment  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  old  copier  is  ten  years  old  and  jams  often.  The  new  copier  will  be  networked  to  Town  Hall 
computers  and  serve  as  a printer  as  well. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,200  from  available  funds  to  purchase 
a hearing  impaired  listening  system  for  the  Library,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,200  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
a hearing  impaired  listening  system  for  the  Library. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $15,000  from  available  funds  to 
complete  a survey  on  the  proposed  site,  design  and  other  expenses  for  the  installation  of  a new  water 
supply  to  the  houses  down  gradient  of  the  Leverett  Landfill,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Rich l I move  that  the  town  vote  to  pass  over  this  article. 

Rich  gave  an  update  about  the  situation  at  the  site  where  the  new  well(s)  will  be  located.  Money  from 
a previous  article  relating  to  the  well  will  be  used  to  cover  the  cost  of  this  article. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2014  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $16,837.83  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $16,837.83  for  historic  resources;  $16,837.83  for  community  housing;  and  $1 10,364.83  to  the 
FY  2014  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Laurel , CPC  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2014  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $16,837.83  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $16,837.83  for  historic  resources;  $16,837.83  for  community  housing;  and  $1 10,364.83  to  the 
FY  2014  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500.00  from  FY  2014  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses, 
of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Laurel , CPC  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500  from  FY  2014  Community 

Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses, 
of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $17,000.00  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance  to  improve  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  Preschool 


Playground  by  replacing  the  climbing  structure  and  the  fence  and  completing  other  updates  as  needed,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Laurel , CPC  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $17,000  from  the  Community 

Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance  to  improve  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  Preschool 
Playground  by  replacing  the  climbing  structure  and  the  fence  and  completing  other  updates  as  needed. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,500.00  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Undesignated  Fund  Balance  to  the  Leverett  Conservation  Commission  for  the  Leverett  Trails  Committee, 
which  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Leverett  Conservation  Commission  and  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Trust,  for 
materials  for  two  bridges  to  be  built  by  local  volunteers,  members  of  the  Leverett  Trails  Committee,  and 
the  Town  Highway  Department  in  the  Bill  Rivers  Conservation  Area,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Laurel , CPC  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,500  from  the  Community 

Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance  to  the  Leverett  Conservation  Commission  for  the  Leverett  Trails 
Committee,  which  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Leverett  Conservation  Commission  and  Rattlesnake  Gutter 
Trust,  for  materials  for  two  bridges  to  be  built  by  local  volunteers,  members  of  the  Leverett  Trails 
Committee,  and  the  Town  Highway  Department  in  the  Bill  Rivers  Conservation  Area. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  the  action  taken  by  Article  Six  of  the  April  28, 
2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  “to  rescind  the  action  taken  by  Article  25  of  the  April  29,  2006  Annual  Town 
Meeting  and  to  appropriate  $5,500  from  the  FY  2007  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  to 
acquire  9.37  acres  of  land  more  or  less  that  provides  access  to  the  Robert  Frost  Trail  under  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  1,  Lot  32;  said  land  to  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  the  Selectboard  with  a perpetual  conservation  restriction  on  it  to  be  inserted  into  the  deed; 
and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as 
may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  such  purchase.”  and  to  return  $5,500.00  to 
the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  from  which  it  was  appropriated  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

( Laurel,  CPC  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  rescind  the  action  taken  by  Article  Six  of  the 
April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  “to  rescind  the  action  taken  by  Article  25  of  the  April  29,  2006 
Annual  Town  Meeting  and  to  appropriate  $5,500  from  the  FY  2007  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Budgeted  Reserve  to  acquire  9.37  acres  of  land  more  or  less  that  provides  access  to  the  Robert  Frost  Trail 
under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  1,  Lot  32;  said  land 
to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard  with  a perpetual  conservation  restriction  on  it  to  be 
inserted  into  the  deed;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any 
and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  such  purchase.”  and 
to  return  $5,500.00  to  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  from  which  it  was 
appropriated. 

Laurel  gives  an  explanation  about  why  they  are  no  longer  pursing  this  property  (initial  owners  are 
deceased,  heirs  don’t  seem  interested  and  CPC  money  has  paid  for  more  useful  property  in  terms  of  it’s 
local  to  other  open  space  property. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  appoint  a three  member 
municipal  light  board  consisting  of  three  residents  of  the  Town,  each  for  a term  of  six  years,  with  the 
powers  granted  under  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws.  Of  the  three-member  board,  initially  one  shall  be 
chosen  for  two  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  six  years,  and  every  second  year  thereafter  one  for  a 
term  of  six  years.  The  municipal  light  board  shall  have  authority  for  all  purposes  allowable  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without  limitation  the  authority  to  construct,  purchase  or  lease  a 


gas  or  electric  plant  or  telecommunications  system  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  and  to 
maintain  and  operate  the  same,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  appoint  a three  member 
municipal  light  board  consisting  of  three  residents  of  the  Town,  each  for  a term  of  six  years,  with  the 
powers  granted  under  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws.  Of  the  three-member  board,  initially  one  shall  be 
chosen  for  two  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  six  years,  and  every  second  year  thereafter  one  for  a 
term  of  six  years.  The  municipal  light  board  shall  have  authority  for  all  purposes  allowable  under  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without  limitation  the  authority  to  construct,  purchase  or  lease  a 
gas  or  electric  plant  or  telecommunications  system  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Town  and  to 
maintain  and  operate  the  same. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  approve  the  following  Amendment  to  the  Leverett 
Zoning  By-Laws  for  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto: 

1.  In  Section  492  LA.  change  the  number  50  to  100. 

Section  492 l.A  would  then  read: 

No  Repeater  shall  be  located  closer  than  100'  to  an  existing  Dwelling  Unit,  nor  less  than  25'  above 
ground. 

( Steve  Freedman  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  approve  the  following  Amendment  to  the 
Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  for  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities: 

1.  In  Section  492 LA.  change  the  number  50  to  100. 

Section  492 LA  would  then  read: 

No  Repeater  shall  be  located  closer  than  100'  to  an  existing  Dwelling  Unit,  nor  less  than  25'  above 
ground. 

A minor  correction  to  the  new  cell  tower  bylaw  passed  last  year. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  and  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the 
sum  of  $60,000  into  the  Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Julie l I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $60,000  into  the 

Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $25,544  to 
reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $25,544  to 
reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $501.09  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Peter l I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $501 .09  from  Bond  Premiums 

Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $613.31  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest 
Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $613.31  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest 
Account. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  2013  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
Ju  y 1,  2013  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Revolving  Fun 

Who  is  Authorizi 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  20L 
Spendin 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Directoi 

Fees  for  copying  a 
printing 

Copier  and  printer  expense 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Directoi 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Town  Ground; 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspection 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Home  Composti 
Program 

Transfer  Station 
Administrator 

Sale  of  compost  bi 
and  donations 

Home  composting  bin 
listribution  program  expense: 

$1,000 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Transportation  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction 
and/or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Transportation  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction 
and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommends.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  rescind  the  Conservation 
Restriction  recorded  at  the  Franklin  County  Registry  of  deeds  on  June  28,  2002  (Book  4032,  Page  295), 
and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  execute  and  record  a new  Conservation  Restriction  that  has  the  benefit  of 
M.G.L.  Chapter  184,  section  32  and  provides  for  public  access  that  is  compatible  with  water  supply 
protection  on  the  land  purchased  through  Article  Seven  of  the  April  27,  2002  Annual  Town  Meeting,  such 
Conservation  Restriction  to  be  obtained,  held,  and  monitored  by  the  Commonwealth’s  Department  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and 


execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said 
recording,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

( Julie ) I move  to  pass  over  this  article. 

It  was  determined  after  the  posting  of  the  warrant  that  this  article  was  no  longer  necessary. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  Resolution  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto: 

Whereas  Massachusetts  funds  charter  schools  by  withholding  aid  to  the  cities  and  towns  that  send 
students  to  charter  schools,  and 

Whereas  the  amount  of  such  aid  withheld  for  each  student  leaving  to  attend  a charter  school  exceeds 
by  a large  factor  the  amount  of  per  pupil  aid  that  the  district  receives  from  the  state,  and 

Whereas  the  loss  of  monies  to  a district  results  in  either  reducing  programs  in  the  local  public  schools 
or  raising  local  taxes,  thus  shifting  additional  costs  onto  local  taxpayers  without  their  approval,  and 

Whereas  charter  schools  are  not  required  to  follow  the  same  regulations  and  requirements  that  public 
schools  must  follow, 

We  hereby  call  on  the  state  to  change  the  funding  mechanism  so  that  Commonwealth  charter  schools, 
which  are  approved  and  supervised  solely  by  the  state,  be  funded  directly  out  of  a line  item  in  the  state 
budget. 

( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  Resolution: 

Whereas  Massachusetts  funds  charter  schools  by  withholding  aid  to  the  cities  and  towns  that  send 
students  to  charter  schools,  and 

Whereas  the  amount  of  such  aid  withheld  for  each  student  leaving  to  attend  a charter  school  exceeds 
by  a large  factor  the  amount  of  per  pupil  aid  that  the  district  receives  from  the  state,  and 

Whereas  the  loss  of  monies  to  a district  results  in  either  reducing  programs  in  the  local  public  schools 
or  raising  local  taxes,  thus  shifting  additional  costs  onto  local  taxpayers  without  their  approval,  and 

Whereas  charter  schools  are  not  required  to  follow  the  same  regulations  and  requirements  that  public 
schools  must  follow, 

We  hereby  call  on  the  state  to  change  the  funding  mechanism  so  that  Commonwealth  charter  schools, 
which  are  approved  and  supervised  solely  by  the  state,  be  funded  directly  out  of  a line  item  in  the  state 
budget. 

Seconded. 

Nancy  Grossman  gave  an  overview  of  the  affects  of  Charter  Schools  on  public  education.  The  Select 
Board  agreed  that  the  above  resolution  doesn’t  go  far  enough  in  protecting  public  education  but  wanted 
the  Town  to  begin  a discussion. 

Question  called.  Carries. 

Article  carries. 

Article  Twenty-Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  file  a petition  with 
the  General  Court  for  special  legislation  as  set  forth  below  to  allow  the  town  to  provide  new  employees 
hired  after  the  effective  date  of  this  act  retirement  and/or  health  insurance  benefits  outside  of  the 
provisions  of  Chapters  32  and  32B  of  the  General  Laws;  provided;  however,  that  the  General  Court  may 
make  grammatical  or  editorial  changes  of  form  only  to  such  bill,  unless  the  Selectboard  approves 


amendments  to  the  bill  before  enactment  by  the  General  Court,  and  that  the  Selectboard  is  authorized  to 
approve  amendments  which  shall  be  within  the  scope  of  the  general  public  objectives  of  the  petition;  or  to 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

An  Act  Relative  To  Retirement  And  Health  Insurance  Benefits  To  The  Town  Of  Leverett 

SECTION  1 . Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  4B  of  Chapter  4 or  of  Chapters  32  and  32B 
of  the  General  Laws,  or  of  any  other  general  or  special  law  to  the  contrary,  the  Town  of  Leverett  shall 
have  the  option  at  the  discretion  of  the  Selectboard  of  providing  a retirement/pension  plan  and/or  health 
insurance  benefits  to  employees  hired  after  the  effective  date  of  this  Act,  including  health  insurance  to 
such  employees  upon  retirement,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  said  Selectboard  determines  to  be  fair, 
reasonable  and  equitable,  and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  town.  Prior  to  providing  such  plans  or  benefits, 
said  Selectboard  shall  hold  at  least  one  public  hearing,  notice  of  which  shall  be  provided  in  a newspaper 
of  general  circulation  in  the  town  in  each  of  two  weeks  immediately  prior  to  said  hearing.  Said 
retirement/pension  and/or  health  insurance  benefits  shall  be  subject  to  bargaining  under  Chapter  150E  of 
the  General  Laws  for  employees  represented  by  employee  organizations  that  are  covered  by  said  chapter. 
The  Town  may  provide  different  premiums,  contribution  rates,  plan  designs,  and/or  retirement  benefits  to 
different  groups  or  classes  of  employees. 

SECTION  2.  Section  1 shall  not  affect  the  health  insurance  or  retirement  benefits  of  employees  or 
retirees  that  were  employees  for  the  Town  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  Act. 

SECTION  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  ninety  (90)  days  following  its  passage  or  upon  the  July  1st 
immediately  following  its  passage,  whichever  date  is  later. 

Seconded.  No  Finance  Committee  position.  Motion  defeated. 

Article  Twenty-Eight  (by  petition):  TO  SEE  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  Resolution  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Resolution  to  Promote  Protection  of  the  Environment  in  Response  to  the  Dangers  Posed  by 

Genetically  Engineered  Foods 

Whereas  the  Leverett  Town  Meeting  voted  on  April  28,  2002,  to  protect  farms  food  and  the 
environment,  stating,  among  other  things,  the  following: 

“Whereas  genetically  engineered  (GE)  foods  have  been  shown  to  cause  long-term  damage  to  the 
environment,  the  integrity  of  rural,  family  farm  economies,  and  can  have  serious  impacts  on  human 
health; 

Whereas  GE  crops  have  been  found  to  contaminate  other  crops  through  cross-pollination  and  are 
stringently  regulated  in  more  than  30  countries,  and; 

Whereas  citizens  throughout  the  United  States  are  taking  steps  to  address  the  problem  of  GE  foods  at 
the  state  and  local  levels,  in  response  to  the  failure  of  Congress  and  federal  regulatory  agencies  to 
adequately  address  this  issue,  the  residents  of  Leverett:  call  upon  our  Legislators  and  Congressional 
Representatives  to  support  the  mandatory  labeling  of  all  genetically  engineered  food  and  seeds,  as  well  as 
a moratorium  on  the  further  growing  of  GE  crops  until  there  is  credible  and  independent  scientific 
evidence  that  these  products  are  no  longer  harmful  to  our  health,  the  environment,  and  the  survival  of 
family  farms.” 


THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  that  the  citizens  of  Leverett  vote  to  direct  our  Select  Board  to  contact, 
in  its  official  capacity,  our  state  legislators.  Rep.  Steven  Kulik  and  Sen.  Stan  Rosenberg,  to  express  and 
convey  the  Town’s  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  foregoing  and  to  request  that  both  legislators  actively 
support  and  promote  the  below  identified  two  bills  currently  filed  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives. 

H.808,  introduced  by  Rep.  Todd  Smola  of  1st  Hampden  District,  “An  Act  relative  to  the  labeling  of 
genetically  engineered  food”  and 

H.  813,  introduced  Rep.  Ellen  Story  of  Amherst,  “An  Act  relative  to  the  labeling  of  seed.” 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  supports  public  education 
to  increase  public  awareness  of  the  threats  to  our  environment  posed  by  the  development  and  increasing 
use  of  genetically  engineered  crops,  seeds,  and  foods,  and  encourages  lively  discussion  to  build 
understanding  and  consensus  to  take  further  appropriate  community  and  municipal  actions  to  control  and 
limit  the  dangers  to  the  environment  and  to  public  health  posed  by  genetically  engineered  crops,  seeds, 
and  foods. 

( Pat  Fiero )To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  Resolution  or  take  any  action 

relative  thereto: 

Resolution  to  Promote  Protection  of  the  Environment  in  Response  to  the  Dangers  Posed  by 

Genetically  Engineered  Foods 

(see  full  text  above) 

Question  moved.  Carries. 

Article  Twenty-Nine  (by  petition):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  Resolution  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

To  Abolish  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  and  to  Create  a new  Regulatory  Agency 

The  Vermont  Yankee  nuclear  power  plant,  owned  by  the  Entergy  Corporation  of  Louisiana, 
is  located  about  20  miles  as  the  crow  flies  from  Leverett.  It  is  a Mark  I reactor  built  by  General  Electric, 
and  is  one  of  its  first  generation  of  reactors.  It  has  been  recognized  from  its  beginnings  in  the  early  1970s 
as  poorly  designed  for  safety.  Vermont’s  reactor  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  ones  that  melted  down  at 
Fukushima,  Japan.  It  has  been  plagued  by  so  called  “minor”  accidents  for  years.  The  company  has 
repeatedly  lied  to  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  the  public,  and  to  officials  from  the  State  of 
Vermont  on  matters  concerning  its  design,  operation,  and  condition.  The  plant  is  vulnerable  in  several 
ways: 


• Its  diesel  pumps,  which  are  located  right  on  the  edge  of  the  Connecticut  River,  are  vulnerable 
to  flooding,  the  cause  of  the  meltdown  in  Japan. 

• The  cooling  pool  for  spent  uranium  fuel  rods  is  located  seven  stories  above  ground,  and  is 
vulnerable  to  a seismic  event  or  terrorist  act.  The  potential  for  radioactive  poisoning  from  this  source 
dwarfs  the  Hiroshima  bomb,  could  endanger  Boston’s  water  supply,  and  would  create  a vast  sacrifice 
zone  around  the  plant,  including  Leverett.  In  the  worst  case  scenario,  we  would  all  have  to  permanently 
evacuate  our  homes.  The  company  could  reduce  the  risk  by  moving  the  older  spent  fuel  rods  to  dry  cask 
storage,  but  fails  to  do  so  because  of  the  expense  involved. 

• The  containment  vessel  as  designed  is  vulnerable  to  high  pressures,  and  this  plant  is  now  41 
years  old,  beyond  the  age  for  which  it  was  designed. 


With  strong  support  from  surrounding  states  and  local  jurisdictions,  including  Leverett  acting  through 
its  Select  Board,  the  legislature  and  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont  have  sought  to  close  the  plant. 
Vermont  demanded  the  right  to  rule  on  re-licensure  of  the  plant  at  the  end  of  its  40  year  operating  license, 
and  the  company  agreed  to  that  demand  when  the  State  approved  the  purchase  of  the  plant  by  Entergy. 
Federal  courts,  favoring  corporations  over  the  states  and  the  people,  have  ruled  that  the  contract  Entergy 
signed  with  the  State  of  Vermont  need  not  be  honored,  and  that  the  sole  authority  to  regulate  the  safety  of 
nuclear  power  plants  lies  with  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission.  In  201 1 The  NRC  renewed  Vermont 
Yankee’s  operating  license  for  another  20  years  starting  in  March  2012.  The  NRC  has  never  turned  down 
a nuclear  industry  request  to  re-license  a plant.  Thus,  people  all  over  the  US,  including  the  people  of  this 
region  have  been  denied  our  democratic  right  to  protect  our  safety. 

The  citizens  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  feel  an  urgent  need  to  protect  our  beloved  land  and  culture 
from  the  clear  and  present  danger  of  nuclear  annihilation.  Given  its  past  callous  disregard  for  public 
safety  we  hereby  express  our  lack  of  faith  in  the  existing  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  to  protect  us 
from  nuclear  accident.  The  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission  receives  much  of  its  funding  from  the 
industry  itself  and  has  consistently  served  as  its  protector  and  promoter.  We  appeal  to  the  President  and 
to  the  Congress  to  abolish  the  NRC,  and  to  assign  the  regulatory  role  to  a new  or  different  agency,  such  as 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  We  appeal  to  the  Federal  Court  to  honor  the  contract  signed  by 
Entergy  with  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  to  enforce  Vermont’s  order  that  Vermont  Yankee  cease  to 
operate. 

We  direct  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  this  official  act  of  our  Town  Meeting  to  the  Federal  judges,  our 
representatives  in  Congress — McGovern,  Warren  and  our  interim  senator — and  urge  them  to  represent 
our  interests  by  introducing  a bill  into  Congress  to  eliminate  the  NRC  and  assign  its  regulatory  role  to  a 
different  agency. 

( Jim  Perkins ) (dispense  with  reading)  introduces  Jean  Bergstrom  who  offers  the  following 

amendment: 

Jean  Bergstrom:  I move  we  strike  the  last  paragraph  and  replace  it  with  the  following: 

Given  our  immediate  proximity  to  Vermont  Yankee,  a facsimile  reactor  to  Fukushima,  whose 
radiation  plume  spread  much  more  than  50  miles  to  Tokyo,  we  require  for  our  citizen  and  school  safety  a 
more  effective  evacuation  plan. 

Therefore  we  demand  that  the  Entergy  Corporation  expand  from  10  to  50  miles  the  minimum 
radiation  hazard  evacuation  zone.  After  the  Fukushima  disaster  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
advised  US  Nationals  in  Japan  to  evacuate  if  they  were  within  a radius  of  50  miles. 

Further  we  demand  that  Governor  Patrick  and  out  Congressional  delegation  press  Entergy  and 
relevant  governmental  agencies,  such  as  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  the  National 
Consumer  Protection  Board  to  create  such  a 50  mile  evacuation  zone  and  also  demand  that  Entergy  make 
funds  available  to  construct  and  practice  such  evacuation  plans  in  conjunction  with  local  first  responders, 
school  officials,  related  governmental  and  department  heads. 

We  direct  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  this  official  act  of  our  Town  Meeting  to  the  NRC,  Federal  Judges, 
our  governor  and  our  representatives  in  Congress — McGovern,  Warren  and  our  interim  senator.  We  urge 
our  Congressional  representatives  to  represent  our  interests  by  introducing  a bill  into  Congress  to 
eliminate  the  NRC  and  to  assign  it’s  regulatory  role  to  another  agency. 

Friendly  amendment  by  Sabra  Vaca:  I move  we  add  newpapers  to  the  list  of  places  this 
resolution  is  sent.  Accepted  by  Jean  and  Jim,  the  presenters. 

Seconded.  Carries. 


Article  Twenty-Nine  (by  petition):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  change  to  the 
Code  of  Leverett  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Chapter  78  of  the  Code  of  Leverett,  which  relates  to  dogs,  contains  information  regarding  licensing, 
loose  dogs  and  liability  for  damages.  There  is  nothing  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  dogs,  specifically  those 
confined  outdoors.  This  proposed  bylaw  will  add  a section  to  Chapter  78,  which  will  regulate  outdoor 
chaining  and  tethering  of  dogs.  The  intention  of  this  bylaw  is  not  to  make  it  hard  for  residents  to  keep 
their  dogs  outside.  It  is  intended  to  prevent  situations,  which  could  lead  to  a dog  becoming  neglected, 
isolated  and  possibly  aggressive. 

Prolonged  Chaining  or  Tethering  of  Dogs 

(A)  Prolonged  Chaining  or  Tethering  of  Dogs  to  Stationary  Objects  is  Prohibited. 

(1)  No  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  shall  chain  or  tether  a dog  to  a stationary  object 
including  but  not  limited  to  any  structure,  dog  house,  pole  or  tree  for  longer  than  three  (3)  total  hours  in 
any  twenty-four  hour  period. 

(2)  The  tether  must  be  positioned  in  such  a way  as  to  protect  the  animal  from  injury  and  prevent  the 
animal  or  tether  from  becoming  entangled  with  other  objects  or  animals  or  from  extending  over  an  object 
(i.e.  fence)  or  edge  that  could  result  in  the  strangulation  or  injury  of  the  animal. 

(3)  The  tether  must  be  designed  for  dogs  (e.g.,  logging  chains  and  other  lines  or  devices  not  for  the 
purpose  of  tethering  dogs  may  not  be  used)  and  have  swivels  on  both  ends.  No  chain  or  tether  shall  weigh 
more  than  one-eighth  (1/8)  of  the  dog’s  body  weight.  The  tether  must  be  at  least  three  times  the  length  of 
the  animal,  as  measured  from  the  tip  of  his  nose  to  the  base  of  his  tail  and  of  sufficient  length  to  allow  the 
dog  to  access  food,  water  and  shelter. 

(4)  A dog  must  be  provided  with  sufficient  shade  to  allow  the  dog  to  be  out  of  the  direct  rays  of  the 
sun  when  sunlight  is  likely  to  cause  overheating  or  discomfort.  The  inside  of  a dog  house  does  not 
qualify  as  sufficient  shade. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  a person  from  walking  a dog  on  a hand-held 
leash. 

(B)  Prolonged  Chaining  or  Tethering  Requirements. 

A person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  may  chain  or  tether  such  dog  outside  for  longer  than 
three  hours,  but  no  more  than  ten  (10)  hours  total  in  a twenty-four  hour  period  through  the  use  of  a trolley 
system  or  a tether  attached  to  a pulley  on  a cable  run,  if  the  following  conditions  are  met: 

(1)  Only  one  dog  may  be  tethered  to  each  cable  run. 

(2)  The  tether  must  be  attached  to  a properly  fitting  collar  or  harness  worn  by  the  dog,  with  enough 
room  between  the  collar  and  the  dog's  throat  through  which  two  adult  fingers  may  fit.  Choke  collars  and 
pinch  collars  are  prohibited  for  the  purpose  of  tethering  a dog  to  a cable  run. 

(3)  There  must  be  a swivel  on  at  least  one  end  of  the  tether  to  minimize  tangling  of  the  tether  and  no 
tether  shall  weigh  more  than  one-eighth  (1/8)  of  the  dog’s  body  weight. 

(4)  The  cable  run  must  be  at  least  fifteen  (15)  feet  in  length  mounted  at  least  four  (4)  feet  but  not  more 
than  seven  (7)  feet  above  ground  level. 

(5)  The  cable  run  must  be  of  appropriate  configuration  to  confine  the  dog  to  the  owner’s  property, 
protect  the  animal  from  injury,  prevent  the  animal  or  tether  from  becoming  entangled  with  other  objects 
or  animals  and  prevent  the  tether  from  extending  over  an  object  (i.e.  fence)  or  edge  that  could  result  in  the 
strangulation  or  injury  of  the  animal. 

(6)  The  tether  must  be  of  sufficient  length  to  allow  the  dog  to  access  food,  water  and  shelter  and 
enable  the  dog  to  lie  down  and  enter  shelter  without  strain  to  the  neck  or  body. 

(7)  A dog  must  be  provided  with  sufficient  shade  to  allow  the  dog  to  be  out  of  the  direct  rays  of  the 
sun  when  sunlight  is  likely  to  cause  overheating  or  discomfort.  The  inside  of  a dog  house  does  not 
qualify  as  sufficient  shade. 


(C)  Restrictions  on  Chaining  or  Tethering 

(1)  No  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  may  leave  a dog  chained  or  tethered  outside 
between  the  hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  6:00  a.m. 

(2)  No  dog  in  the  town  shall  be  chained  or  tethered  when  the  actual  or  effective  temperature  will 
cause  the  dog  discomfort. 

(3)  No  dog  less  than  6 months  of  age  and  no  unspayed  dog  shall  be  chained  or  tethered  outdoors. 

(D)  Exceptions  to  Chaining  and  Tethering 

Exceptions  to  the  above  restrictions  on  outdoor  confinement  shall  be  made  for  dogs  actively  engaged 
in  conduct  directly  related  to  the  business  of  shepherding  or  herding  cattle  or  other  livestock  or  conduct 
that  is  directly  related  to  the  business  of  cultivating  agricultural  products,  if  the  restraint  is  reasonably 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  dog. 

(E)  Violations  and  Penalties 

Any  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  who  violates  any  provisions  of  this  ordinance  are 
subject  to  the  following  penalties  and  enforcement  actions: 

(1)  First  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a warning  only  unless  the  town  deems  conditions 
warrant  a penalty,  in  which  case  the  violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  and  must 
meet  remediation  requirements  set  forth  by  the  town  no  later  than  ten  (10)  calendar  days  after  the 
violation.  Failure  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  first  violation  shall  immediately  subject  the  violator  to  a 
second  violation. 

(2)  Second  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)  and  must 
meet  remediation  requirements  set  forth  by  the  town  no  later  than  ten  (10)  calendar  days  after  the 
violation.  Failure  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  second  violation  shall  immediately  subject  the  violator  to 
a third  violation. 

(3)  Third  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300.00), 
impoundment  of  the  dog  in  the  town’s  shelter  at  the  owner/guardian’s  expense  pending  compliance  with 
the  by-law,  and  potential  loss  of  ownership  of  the  dog. 

( Maureen  Ippolito ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw.  Reading  dispensed 

(see  full  text  above). 

Seconded. 

Much  discussion  about  enforcement  and  how  all  the  details  of  the  bylaw  would  be  enforced  along 
with  the  sentiment  that  our  current  bylaws  are  not  well  enforced. 

Friendly  Amendment:  To  eliminate  Cl.  Refused  by  presenter. 

Friendly  Amendment:  To  change  in  Cl  the  6AM  to  5AM.  Accepted  by  presenter. 

Friendly  Amendment:  To  make  an  exception  for  people  who  keep  hunting  dogs.  Refused  by 
presenter. 

Original  Motion  carries  as  written  32  in  favor,  16  opposed,  17  abstentions. 


Motion  to  adjourn  (3:00  PM):  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 
Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
October  9,  2012 
Amended  March  25,  2013 

Moderator  Larry  Farber  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7: 10  PM  a quorum  of  voters  being  deemed 
present.  Assistant  Town  Clerk  D’Ann  Kelty  took  minutes. 

A motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant  and  was  seconded. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  delete  Section  4900  Telecommunications  Facilities 
of  the  current  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  an  amended  version  titled  “Section 
4900  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities”  as  submitted  in  its  entirety  to  the  Town  Clerk. 

Motion:  Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  delete  Section  4900  Telecommunications 
Facilities  of  the  current  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  an  amended  version  titled 
“Section  4900  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities”  as  submitted  in  its  entirety  to  the  Town 
Clerk  and  to  amend  section  4920.3  changing  the  number  from  200  to  100  and  in  Section  4920.4 
after  the  word  dwellings  add  the  word  “or.” 

Seconded. 

Carries:  153  in  favor,  10  opposed. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  approve  the  following  changes  to  the  Zoning  Bylaw 
to  allow  the  integration  of  Section  4900  “Wireless  Telecommunications  Facilities”  into  the  text 
of  the  zoning  bylaw  with  consistency,  as  follows: 

In  Section  2100  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  changing  the  first  word  to  “Seven”  from  “Six”, 
delete  the  word  “and”  before  the  word  “Solar”  and  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  add:  “,  and  a 
Wireless  Telecommunications  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4900).” 

In  Section  2234  delete  the  line  beginning  “Telecommunications  Facilities”  and  add  the  line: 
“Wireless  Telecommunications  Facilities***  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*” 

In  Section  2235  after  the  line  beginning  “**”  add  the  line: 

“***=  $ee  section  4900  for  requirements  and  conditions” 

In  Section  2340  in  the  first  line  after  the  words  “Section  2247”  add  the  words: 

“for  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities  see  Section  4900”. 

Motion  Jeff  McQueem  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  approve  the  following  changes  to  the 
Zoning  Bylaw  to  allow  the  integration  of  Section  4900  “Wireless  Telecommunications 
Facilities”  into  the  text  of  the  zoning  bylaw  with  consistency,  as  follows: 

In  Section  2100  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  changing  the  first  word  to  “Seven”  from  “Six”, 
delete  the  word  “and”  before  the  word  “Solar”  and  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  add:  “,  and  a 
Wireless  Telecommunications  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4900).” 

In  Section  2234  delete  the  line  beginning  “Telecommunications  Facilities”  and  add  the  line: 
“Wireless  Telecommunications  Facilities***  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*” 


In  Section  2235  after  the  line  beginning  “**”  add  the  line  : 

“***=  gee  secti0n  4900  for  requirements  and  conditions” 

In  Section  2340  in  the  first  line  after  the  words  “Section  2247”  add  the  words: 

“for  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities  see  Section  4900”. 

After  discussion  question  was  called.  Seconded. 

Main  motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,663.27  for  an 
FY  2012  bill  of  prior  year  for  Unemployment  Assistance. 

Motion  Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,663.27  for  an 
FY  2012  bill  of  prior  year  for  Unemployment  Assistance. 

Discussion:  Motion  to  call  the  question.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  7:47  PM.  Seconded,  carries. 


MINUTES 
Town  of  Leverett 
FY  2013  Annual  Town  Meeting 

\ Saturday  April  28,  2012 

Leverett  Elementary  School 

A quorum  of  at  least  69  voters  being  present,  Town  Moderator  Larry  Farber  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  9:25a.m. 

MOTION:  (Gordon  Fretwell)  I move  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

ARTICLE  ONE:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Larry  Farber ) I move  we  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw. 

• ASSESSOR:  one  3 year  term  and  one  2 year  term 

Jim  Hicks  and  Catherine  Ford  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and 
instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Jim  Hicks  for  the  three  year  term  and  Cat  Ford  for  the  two  year  term. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

• ASSISTANT  MODERATOR:  one  1 year  term 

Fay  Zipkowitz  was  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and  instruct  the  Clerk  to 
cast  one  ballot  for  Fay  Zipkowitz.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

• BOARD  OF  HEALTH:  two  3 year  terms 

John  Hillman  and  Claudia  Phillips  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and 
instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  John  Hillman  and  one  ballot  for  Claudia  Phillips.  Motion  was  seconded 
and  carried. 

• CONSTABLE:  one  3 year  term 

Brian  Emond  was  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and  instruct  the  Clerk  to 
^ cast  one  ballot  for  Brian  Emond.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

• FINANCE  COMMITTEE:  two  3 year  terms 

Greg  Woodard  and  Tom  Powers  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and 
instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Greg  Woodard  and  one  ballot  for  Tom  Powers.  Motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

• LIBRARY  TRUSTEES:  two  3 year  terms 

Lydia  Peterson  and  Rachel  Flint  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and 
instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Lydia  Peterson  and  one  ballot  for  Rachel  Flint.  Motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

• PLANNING  BOARD:  one  5 year  term  and  one  4 year  term 

Jean  Bergstrom  was  nominated  from  the  floor  for  the  five  year  term  and  Richard  Nathhorst  was  nominated  for  the 
four  year  term.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and  instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Jean 
Bergstrom  and  one  ballot  for  Richard  Nathhorst.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

• SCHOOL  COMMITTEE:  two  3 year  terms,  one  2 year  term  and  one  1 year  term 

Kip  (Clifford)  Fonsh,  Sarah  Dolven,  Katherine  Brooks  and  Aaron  Osborne  were  nominated  from  the  floor. 

A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and  instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  each  of  the  nominees. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  The  Moderator  will  make  decisions  regarding  the  terms  for  each  member. 

• SELECTBOARD:  one  3 year  term 

Julie  Shively  and  Richard  Roberts  III  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  At  that  point  the  Town  Clerk  created  a 
ballot  for  this  election.  According  to  the  town’s  election  procedure,  a ballot  box  was  set  up  in  the  rear  of  the 
Town  Meeting  floor,  and  voters  were  allowed  to  cast  paper  ballots  while  the  Town  Meeting  business  continued. 
After  all  present  had  voted,  the  votes  were  counted  on  the  stage  by  Gordon  Fretwell  and  Gary  Gruber.  The 
resulting  vote  count  was:  Julie  Shively  197;  Richard  Roberts  EE  66.  Julie  Shively  was  declared  the  winner. 

^ • TREE  WARDEN:  one  1 year  term 

Will  Stratford  and  Andrew  Young  were  nominated  from  the  floor.  Andrew  Young  declined  to  have  his  name 
considered.  A motion  was  made  to  close  nominations  and  instruct  the  Clerk  to  cast  one  ballot  for  Will  Stratford. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
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ARTICLE  TWO:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School 
District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year 
2013  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Julie  Shively)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town  of  the 
District  for  Fiscal  Year  2013  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement. 

Motion  was  seconded.  (Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article.) 

MOTION  CARRIED 

ARTICLE  THREE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Motion  was  seconded.  (Budget  was  supported  by  the  Finance  Committee.) 

The  moderator  read  the  budget  categories  individually.  Holds  were  placed  on  the  Fire  Department  expenses,  the 
Elementary  School  budget  and  the  Regional  School  budget. 

The  remaining  budget  items,  totaling  $2,277,368  were  voted  upon,  and  passed. 

After  discussion,  the  Fire  Department  expenses  of  $23,902  was  moved,  seconded,  voted  upon  and  passed. 

After  discussion,  the  Elementary  School  budget  of  $1,731,999  was  moved,  seconded,  voted  upon  and  passed  with 
one  nay  vote. 

After  discussion,  the  Regional  School  budget  of  $1,301,855  was  moved,  seconded,  voted  upon  and  passed 
unanimously. 

TOTAL  BUDGET  APPROVED  FOR  THE  TOWN  IN  THIS  SERIES  OF  VOTES  IS  $5,335,124. 


TTICLE  FOUR:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $60,000  from  Stabilization  to  purchase  and  equip  a 
new  one-ton  highway  truck  with  sander  and  plow,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico)  I move  that  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $60,000  from  Stabilization  to  purchase 
and  equip  a new  one-ton  highway  truck  with  sander  and  plow. 

MOTION  WAS  SECONDED  AND  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  FIVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $10,000  from  Free  Cash  to  hire  a consultant  to 
evaluate  the  options  to  supply  clean  water  to  the  houses  down  gradient  of  the  Leverett  Landfill,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $10,000  from  Free  Cash  to  hire  a 
consultant  to  evaluate  the  options  to  supply  clean  water  to  the  houses  down  gradient  of  the  Leverett  Landfill. 

Motion  was  seconded.  (Finance  Committee  approved.) 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  SIX:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,500  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  the  cleaning 
and  fireproofing  of  the  Elementary  School  Stage  curtains,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Julie  Shively)  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,500  from  Free  Cash  to  pay 
for  the  cleaning  and  fireproofing  of  the  Elementary  School  Stage  curtains. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommended  this. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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' RTICLE  SEVEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $6,000  from  Free  Cash  to  repair  the  kitchen 
)or  at  the  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $6,000  from  Free  Cash  to 
repair  the  kitchen  floor  at  the  Elementary  School. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  approved  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED 


ARTICLE  EIGHT:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,350  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  and  equip  a 
new  computer  for  the  Assessors’  office,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  ( Julie  Shively ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,350  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
and  equip  a new  computer  for  the  Assessors’  office. 

Motion  was  seconded.  MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  NINE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $300  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  weed  management 
treatment  at  the  town  boat  ramp  on  Leverett  Pond,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $300  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for 
weed  management  treatment  at  the  town  boat  ramp  on  Leverett  Pond. 

Motion  was  seconded.  (Finance  Committee  approved.)  MOTION  CARRIED. 


RTICLE  TEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  hearing 
impaired  listening  systems  for  the  Town  Hall,  Library,  and  Elementary  School  gymnasium,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
hearing  impaired  listening  systems  for  the  Town  Hall,  Library,  and  Elementary  School  gymnasium. 

Motion  was  seconded.  (Finance  Committee  approved.) 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 


ARTICLE  ELEVEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  three  million,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($3,600,000)  to  design  and  construct  a Fiber  Optic  Network  and  for  other  incidental  expenses  related  to  this  project.  To 
raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  $3,600,000 
pursuant  to  Chapter  44  section  8 (8)  of  the  MGL,  or  any  other  enabling  authority;  said  amount  to  be  reduced  by  any 
Federal  or  State  grants  received  for  the  project.  No  funds  shall  be  borrowed  or  expended  hereunder  unless  the  Town  shall 
have  voted  to  exempt  from  the  limitations  on  total  taxes  imposed  by  Chapter  59  Sections  21C  of  the  MGL  (Proposition  2 
Vi  so  called)  the  amounts  required  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes  issued  hereunder. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  three  million,  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($3,600,000)  to  design  and  construct  a Fiber  Optic  Network  and  for  other  incidental  expenses 
related  to  this  project.  To  raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  $3,600,000  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  section  8 (8)  of  the  MGL,  or  any  other  enabling 
authority;  said  amount  to  be  reduced  by  any  Federal  or  State  grants  received  for  the  project.  No  funds  shall  be 
borrowed  or  expended  hereunder  unless  the  Town  shall  have  voted  to  exempt  from  the  limitations  on  total  taxes 
f imposed  by  Chapter  59  Sections  21C  of  the  MGL  (Proposition  2 Vi  so  called)  the  amounts  required  to  pay  the 
principal  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes  issued  hereunder. 
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Motion  was  seconded.  (Finance  Committee  reported  that  they  are  in  favor  of  the  concept  of  Broadband  in 
Leverett,  but  because  they  only  had  estimates  of  the  cost,  they  did  not  specifically  recommend  the  article.  They 
said  they  would  work  with  the  process  of  bringing  this  to  town.) 

A 40  minute  presentation  followed.  During  discussion  there  was  the  following: 

MOTION:  (Steve  Nagy)  I move  there  be  a paper  ballot  for  this  vote.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

After  a total  of  about  55  minutes  of  discussion,  at  12:20pm,  Gordon  Fretwell  called  the  question.  This  was 
seconded  and  carried. 

A paper  ballot  procedure  was  followed,  with  the  Moderator  announcing  that  voters  should  cast  their  ballot  and 
then  proceed  to  lunch.  It  was  announced  that  the  meeting  would  resume  at  about  1:15. 

After  all  ballots  were  cast,  the  ballots  were  counted  by  Leah  Larkey  and  Joan  Snowdon. 

THE  VOTE  RESULTS  WERE:  YES  306;  NO  33. 

THE  MOTION  CARRIED  WITH  THE  REQUIRED  2/3  MAJORITY. 


Town  Meeting  reconvened  at  1:20pm.  At  that  time,  Barbara  Tiner  asked  for  the  floor  and  made  a motion  to  allow 
Congressman  Jim  McGovern  to  address  the  Meeting.  This  was  seconded  and  passed.  The  congressman  spoke  briefly 
regarding  upcoming  Article  27,  an  article  supporting  legislation  initiated  by  Mr.  McGovern. 


ARTICLE  TWELVE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2013  Community  Preservation 
Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,872.1 1 for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational  purposes);  $15,872.11  for  historic 
resources;  $15,872.1 1 for  community  housing;  and  $103,604.75  to  the  FY  2013  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted 
Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (LAUREL  KAHN  FOR  CPC)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2013 
Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,872.1 1 for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $15,872.11  for  historic  resources;  $15,872.11  for  community  housing;  and  $103,604.75  to  the  FY 
2013  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Motion  was  seconded.  MOTION  CARRIED. 


ARTICLE  THIRTEEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500  from  FY  2013  Community  Preservation 
Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community 
Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (LAUREL  KAHN  FOR  CPC)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500  from  FY  2013 
Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal 
expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Motion  was  seconded.  MOTION  CARRIED. 


ARTICLE  FOURTEEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  North  Leverett  Cemetery  Association  to  restore  the  metal  fence  on  the 
street  side  of  the  Moores  Comer  Cemetery  located  on  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Road  near  the  North  Leverett  Coop  and  shown 
as  Assessors  Map  4 Lot  16,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (LAUREL  KAHN  FOR  CPC)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  North  Leverett  Cemetery 
Association  to  restore  the  metal  fence  on  the  street  side  of  the  Moores  Comer  Cemetery  located  on  Rattlesnake 
Gutter  Road  near  the  North  Leverett  Coop  and  shown  as  Assessors  Map  4 Lot  16. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  supported  the  article.  MOTION  CARRIED. 
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ARTICLE  FIFTEEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $25,900  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Undesignated  Fund  Balance  for  the  Leverett  Cemetery  Association  to  restore  grave  stones  in  the  North  Cemetery  located 
on  Montague  Road  about  a mile  north  of  Town  Hall  and  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5 Lots  85  and  86,  or  take  any  action 
gelative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (LAUREL  KAHN  FOR  CPC)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $25,900  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance  for  the  Leverett  Cemetery  Association  to  restore  grave 
stones  in  the  North  Cemetery  located  on  Montague  Road  about  a mile  north  of  Town  Hall  and  shown  as  Assessors 
Map  5 Lots  85  and  86. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  supported  the  article.  After  some  discussion,  Peter  d’Errico  called  the 
question.  That  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

THE  MAIN  MOTION  WAS  VOTED  UPON  AND  CARRIED. 


ARTICLE  SIXTEEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44B,  the  Community 
Preservation  Act,  $48,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  and  $122,000  from 
the  Community  Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance,  for  a total  of  $170,000  of  Community  Preservation  funds,  to 
provide  local  matching  funds  required  by  a Massachusetts  LAND  Grant  of  $237,600  awarded  to  the  Town,  and  for  other 
project,  stewardship,  and  management  costs,  the  remaining  required  funds  to  come  from  private  donations  to  Kestrel  Land 
Trust;  these  funds  to  go  toward  a total  project  cost  of  $434,250,  for  the  Town  to  purchase  a Conservation  Restriction  as 
defined  in  and  authorized  by  Sections  31-33  of  Chapter  184  of  the  General  Laws  and  otherwise  by  law  on  147  acres,  more 
or  less  (“the  Property”),  of  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Farm  at  72  Teawaddle  Hill  Road,  shown  as  Assessors  Map  7 Lot  179,  for 
agricultural,  conservation  and  passive  recreation  purposes;  that  said  Conservation  Restriction  be  conveyed  to  the  Town  of 
Leverett,  under  the  care  and  control  of  the  Conservation  Commission  and  to  Kestrel  Land  Trust  under  the  provisions  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended  and  other  Massachusetts  statutes  relating  to 
Conservation,  and  to  waive  its  right  to  receive  a portion  of  the  Property  for  conservation  purposes  from  the  Trustees  of 
Teewaddle  Trust,  the  present  owner  of  the  Property,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  a Massachusetts  Trust, 
Jated  May  24,  1973,  and  to  receive  a perpetual  right  of  first  refusal  to  purchase  the  fee-interest  in  the  Property  in  the  event 
" a proposed  sale  to  a person  or  entity  not  related  to  the  current  members  of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  and  that  the  Leverett 
oelectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf 
of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchase,  waiver,  and  right  of  first  refusal  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (LAUREL  KAHN  FOR  CPC)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44B, 
the  Community  Preservation  Act,  $48,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open 
Space  and  $122,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance,  for  a total  of  $170,000  of 
Community  Preservation  funds,  to  provide  local  matching  funds  required  by  a Massachusetts  LAND  Grant  of 
$237,600  awarded  to  the  Town,  and  for  other  project,  stewardship,  and  management  costs,  the  remaining  required 
funds  to  come  from  private  donations  to  Kestrel  Land  Trust;  these  funds  to  go  toward  a total  project  cost  of 
$434,250,  for  the  Town  to  purchase  a Conservation  Restriction  as  defined  in  and  authorized  by  Sections  31-33  of 
Chapter  184  of  the  General  Laws  and  otherwise  by  law  on  147  acres,  more  or  less  (“the  Property”),  of  the 
Teawaddle  Hill  Farm  at  72  Teawaddle  Hill  Road,  shown  as  Assessors  Map  7 Lot  179,  for  agricultural, 
conservation  and  passive  recreation  purposes;  that  said  Conservation  Restriction  be  conveyed  to  the  Town  of 
Leverett,  under  the  care  and  control  of  the  Conservation  Commission  and  to  Kestrel  Land  Trust  under  the 
provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8C,  as  amended  and  other  Massachusetts  statutes 
relating  to  Conservation,  and  contingent  on  the  conveyance  of  the  Conservation  Restriction  on  147  acres  of  the 
Property  to  disclaim  its  right  to  receive  a portion  of  the  Property  for  conservation  purposes  from  the  Trustees  of 
Teewaddle  Trust,  the  present  owner  of  the  Property,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  a 
Massachusetts  Trust,  dated  May  24,  1973',  and  to  receive  a perpetual  right  of  first  refusal  to  purchase  the  fee- 
interest  in  the  Property  in  the  event  of  a proposed  sale  to  a person  or  entity  not  related  to  the  current  beneficiaries 
of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  and  that  the  Leverett  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute 
any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchase,  disclaimer, 
and  right  of  first  refusal. 

^ Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  was  in  favor  of  the  article. 

David  Powicki  made  a motion  to  amend  the  article  to  delete  the  words:  “. . .and  contingent  on  the  conveyance  of 
the  Conservation  Restriction  on  147  acres  of  the  Property  to  disclaim  its  right  to  receive  a portion  of  the  Property 
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for  conservation  purposes  from  the  Trustees  of  Teewaddle  Trust,  the  present  owner  of  the  Property,  pursuant  to 
the  terms  of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  a Massachusetts  Trust,  dated  May  24,  1973..”  from  the  language  of  the  article 
and  to  delete  the  word  . .disclaimer. . from  the  final  words  of  the  article.  This  motion  was  seconded  and  after 
discussion  the  question  was  called  and  seconded. 

The  motion  to  amend  carried. 

The  complete  motion  was  then: 

I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44B,  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  $48,000 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  and  $122,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Undesignated  Fund  Balance,  for  a total  of  $170,000  of  Community  Preservation  funds,  to  provide 
local  matching  funds  required  by  a Massachusetts  LAND  Grant  of  $237,600  awarded  to  the  Town,  and  for  other 
project,  stewardship,  and  management  costs,  the  remaining  required  funds  to  come  from  private  donations  to 
Kestrel  Land  Trust;  these  funds  to  go  toward  a total  project  cost  of  $434,250,  for  the  Town  to  purchase  a 
Conservation  Restriction  as  defined  in  and  authorized  by  Sections  31-33  of  Chapter  184  of  the  General  Laws  and 
otherwise  by  law  on  147  acres,  more  or  less  (‘‘the  Property”),  of  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Farm  at  72  Teawaddle  Hill 
Road,  shown  as  Assessors  Map  7 Lot  179,  for  agricultural,  conservation  and  passive  recreation  purposes;  that  said 
Conservation  Restriction  be  conveyed  to  the  Town  of  Leverett,  under  the  care  and  control  of  the  Conservation 
Commission  and  to  Kestrel  Land  Trust  under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section 
8C,  as  amended  and  other  Massachusetts  statutes  relating  to  Conservation,  and  to  receive  a perpetual  right  of  first 
refusal  to  purchase  the  fee-interest  in  the  Property  in  the  event  of  a proposed  sale  to  a person  or  entity  not  related 
to  the  current  beneficiaries  of  the  Teewaddle  Trust,  and  that  the  Leverett  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into 
all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to 
effect  said  purchase  and  right  of  first  refusal. 

During  the  discussion  on  the  article,  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore  made  a motion  to  have  a secret  ballot  on  this  question. 
That  motion  was  seconded.  A hand  vote  was  counted,  Yes  1 13;  No  117.  Motion  for  a secret  ballot  failed. 

After  further  discussion,  the  main  motion  question  was  called,  seconded  and  passed. 

A hand  vote  on  the  main  motion  resulted  in  a vote  of  YES  202;  NO  45. 

THE  MOTION  CARRIED  BY  THE  REQUIRED  2/3  MAJORITY  VOTE. 

ARTICLE  SEVENTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  delete  Section  4900  Telecommunications  Facilities  of  the 
current  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  and  replace  it  with  an  amended  version  titled  “Section  4900  Wireless  Telecommunication 
Facilities”  as  submitted  in  its  entirety  to  the  Town  Clerk. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  approve  the  following  changes  to  the  Zoning  Bylaw  which  allows  the  integration  of  Section 
4900  “Wireless  Telecommunications  Facilities”  into  the  text  of  the  zoning  bylaw  with  consistency,  are  as  follows: 

• In  Section  2100  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  changing  the  first  word  to  “Seven”  from  “Six”,  delete  the 
word  “and”  before  the  word  “Solar”  and  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  add:  “,  and  a Wireless 
Telecommunications  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4900).” 

• In  Section  2234  delete  the  line  beginning  “Telecommunications  Facilities”  and  add  the  line: 

“Wireless  Telecommunications  Facilities***  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*  SP*” 

• In  Section  2235  after  the  line  beginning  “**”  add  the  line  : 

“***=  See  Section  4900  for  requirements  and  conditions” 

• In  Section  2340  in  the  first  line  after  the  words  “Section  2247”  add  the  words: 

“for  Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities  see  Section  4900” 

or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

MOTION  : (Jeff  McQueen  for  the  Planning  Board)  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  Article  Seventeen  as 
written. 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  discussion,  Gordon  Fretwell  called  the  question.  This  was  seconded  and  carried. 

A hand  vote  on  the  article  was  counted,  resulting  in:  YES,  106,  NO  61. 

THE  ARTICLE  FAILED  TO  MEET  THE  2/3  MAJORITY  REQUIREMENT.  THE  MOTION  FAILED. 
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ARTICLE  EIGHTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  approve  a change  to  the  Zoning  Bylaw  that  will  extend  the  Rural 
Residential  zoning  district  along  the  length  of  Hannabrooke  drive  extending  out  from  the  sideline  of  the  roadway  five 
idred  (500)  feet  and  to  make  the  corresponding  change  to  the  Leverett  Zoning  Map,  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
mereto. 


MOTION:  (Jeff  McQueen  for  the  Planning  Board)  I move  that  the  town  approve  a change  to  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  that  will  extend  the  Rural  Residential  zoning  district  along  the  length  of  Hannabrooke  drive  extending  out 
from  the  sideline  of  the  roadway  five  hundred  (500)  feet  and  to  make  the  corresponding  change  to  the  Leverett 
Zoning  Map. 


Motion  was  seconded. 

THE  MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY 

ARTICLE  NINETEEN:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  update  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as  outlined  below,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Chapter  11:  Town  Meetings 

Article  11-4  Date  and  hour  of  meetings. 

Change 

from  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  regularly  on  the  last  Saturday  of  April 
at  9:00  AM.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Selectboard  or  through  petition  by  at  least  20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  Town  or  of  200  registered 
voters,  whichever  number  is  the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 
to  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  yearly,  as  determined  by  the 

Selectboard,  between  April  15th  and  May  30th,  such  date  to  be  decided  by  October  1st  of  the  previous 
year.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Selectboard 
or  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  update  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as  outlined 
below: 

Chapter  11:  Town  Meetings 
Article  11-4  Date  and  hour  of  meetings. 

Change 

from  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  regularly  on  the  last  Saturday 
of  April  at  9:00  AM.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other  times  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  Selectboard  or  through  petition  by  at  least  20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the 
Town  or  of  200  registered  voters,  whichever  number  is  the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General 
Law.” 

to  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  yearly,  as  determined  by  the 

Selectboard,  between  April  15th  and  May  30th,  such  date  to  be  decided  by  October  1st  of  the 
previous  year.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  Selectboard  or  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Carol  Heim:  I move  to  amend  this  article  to  add  the  following  words  “...on  a Saturday.... ’’after  “.. .determined 
by  the  Selectboard..”  This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  by  a vote  of  Yes  86,  No  26. 

The  motion  to  be  voted  upon  then  was  to  change  the  existing  text  in  the  Code  to: 

“The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  yearly,  as  determined  by  the 
Selectboard,  on  a Saturday  between  April  15th  and  May  30th,  such  date  to  be  decided  by  October  1st  of  the 
previous  year.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Selectboard  or  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 

The  question  was  called,  seconded  and  passed. 

THE  MAIN  MOTION  CARRIED. 
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ARTICLE  TWENTY : To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $60,000  from  Free  Cash  into  the  Stabilization 
Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Julie  Shively)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $60,000  from  Free  Cash  into  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-ONE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $17,302.50  to 
reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $17,302.50  to 
reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  recommended  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-TWO:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $62,349.42  to  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  Stabilization  for  articles  passed  at  the  October  25,  2011  Special  Town  Meeting,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $62,349.42  to  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  Stabilization  for  articles  passed  at  the  October  25,  2011  Special  Town 
Meeting. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  committee  recommended  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-THREE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $539.55  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Julie  Shively)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $539.55  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  committee  recommended  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY-FOUR:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $649.88  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest  Account,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  (Peter  d’Errico ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $649.88  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest  Account. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  supported  the  article. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 
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ARTICLE  TWENTY-FIVE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town  departments 
under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2012  as  presented  in 
the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


w Revolving  Fund 

Who  is  Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2013 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying  and 
printing 

Copier  and  printer  expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Town  Grounds 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Home  Composting 
Program 

Transfer  Station 
Administrator 

Sale  of  compost  bins 
and  donations 

Home  composting  bin 
distribution  program  expenses 

$1,000 

MOTION:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
2012  as  presented  in  the  table. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Finance  Committee  supported  the  motion. 

MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY. 


^ VRTICLE  TWENTY-SIX:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
iassachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures 
from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

MOTION:  (Julie  Shively)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  (DOT)  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any 
monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work 

Motion  was  seconded. 

MOTION  CARRIED. 


ARTICLE  TWENTY-SEVEN  (by  petition):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto: 

Resolution  for  a Constitutional  amendment  to  restore  the  First  Amendment  and  fair  elections  to  the  people 

Whereas,  by  passing  a Resolution  to  Legalize  Democracy  and  Abolish  Corporate  Personhood  at  the  April  24,  2010  annual 
meeting,  the  Town  of  Leverett  decreed  that  only  human  beings,  not  corporations,  are  endowed  with  constitutional  rights 
and  money  is  not  speech,  and  therefore  regulating  political  contributions  and  spending  is  not  equivalent  to  limiting 
political  speech. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  supports  Senate  Resolution  No.  772  presented  by  Mr. 
James  B.  Eldridge  (and  others)  that  calls  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  call  upon  the  United  States  Congress 
0o  pass  and  send  to  the  States  for  ratification  a constitutional  amendment  to  restore  the  First  Amendment  and  fair  elections 
i the  people,  and  calls  upon  our  elected  representatives,  Rep.  Stephen  Kulik  and  Senator  Stanley  Rosenberg,  to  make 
every  effort  to  see  that  this  bill  is  reported  favorably  out  of  committee  and  to  vote  for  it  when  it  comes  up  for  a vote. 
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Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  calls  upon  our  elected  members  of  Congress  to  pass  H J. 
Res.  88  introduced  by  Mr.  Jim  McGovern  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  make  clear  that  the  rights 
protected  by  the  Constitution  are  the  rights  of  natural  persons  and  to  clarify  the  authority  of  Congress  and  the  States  to 
ulate  corporations,  limited  liability  companies  or  other  corporate  entities  established  by  the  laws  of  any  state,  the 
united  States,  or  any  foreign  state. 

MOTION:  (Barbara  Tiner)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  for  a Constitutional  amendment  to  restore  the  First  Amendment  and  fair  elections  to  the  people 

Whereas,  by  passing  a Resolution  to  Legalize  Democracy  and  Abolish  Corporate  Personhood  at  the  April  24, 
2010  annual  meeting,  the  Town  of  Leverett  decreed  that  only  human  beings,  not  corporations,  are  endowed  with 
constitutional  rights  and  money  is  not  speech,  and  therefore  regulating  political  contributions  and  spending  is  not 
equivalent  to  limiting  political  speech. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  supports  Senate  Resolution  No.  772  presented 
by  Mr.  James  B.  Eldridge  (and  others)  that  calls  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  call  upon  the  United 
States  Congress  to  pass  and  send  to  the  States  for  ratification  a constitutional  amendment  to  restore  the  First 
Amendment  and  fair  elections  to  the  people,  and  calls  upon  our  elected  representatives,  Rep.  Stephen  Kulik  and 
Senator  Stanley  Rosenberg,  to  make  every  effort  to  see  that  this  bill  is  reported  favorably  out  of  committee  and  to 
vote  for  it  when  it  comes  up  for  a vote. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  calls  upon  our  elected  members  of  Congress  to 
pass  H.J.  Res.  88  introduced  by  Mr.  Jim  McGovern  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  make  clear 
that  the  rights  protected  by  the  Constitution  are  the  rights  of  natural  persons  and  to  clarify  the  authority  of 
Congress  and  the  States  to  regulate  corporations,  limited  liability  companies  or  other  corporate  entities  established 
by  the  laws  of  any  state,  the  United  States,  or  any  foreign  state. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

The  question  was  called,  seconded  and  passed. 

MAIN  MOTION  CARRIED 


ARTICLE  TWENTY-EIGHT  (by  petition):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto: 

(A)  Prolonged  Chaining  or  Tethering  of  Dogs  is  Prohibited. 

No  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  shall  chain  or  tether  a dog  to  a stationary  object  including  but  not  limited 
to  any  structure,  dog  house,  pole  or  tree  for  longer  than  two  total  hours  in  any  twenty-four  hour  period.  The  tether  must 
be  positioned  in  such  a way  as  to  protect  the  animal  from  injury  and  prevent  the  animal  or  tether  from  becoming  entangled 
with  other  objects  or  animals  or  from  extending  over  an  object  (i.e.  fence)  or  edge  that  could  result  in  the  strangulation  or 
injury  of  the  animal.  The  tether  must  be  designed  for  dogs  (e.g.,  logging  chains  and  other  lines  or  devices  not  for  the 
purpose  of  tethering  dogs  may  not  be  used)  and  have  swivels  on  both  ends.  No  chain  or  tether  shall  weigh  more  than  one- 
eighth  (1/8)  of  the  dog’s  body  weight.  The  tether  must  be  at  least  three  times  the  length  of  the  animal,  as  measured  from 
the  tip  of  its  nose  to  the  base  of  his  tail. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  a person  from  walking  a dog  on  a hand-held  leash. 

(B)  Permissible  Outside  Confinement. 

A person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  may  confine  such  dog  outside  for  longer  than  two  hours,  but  no  more  than 
eight  hours  total  in  a twenty-four  hour  period  through  the  use  of  any  of  the  following  three  methods: 

(1)  A pen  or  secure  enclosure,  if  the  following  conditions  are  met: 

(a)  The  pen  or  secure  enclosure  has  adequate  space  for  exercise  with  a dimension  of  at  least  one  hundred  (100)  square  feet 
per  dog.  Commercial  dog  kennels  with  pens  intended  for  the  temporary  boarding  of  dogs  are  exempt  from  this 
requirement. 

^ The  pen  or  secure  enclosure  is  constructed  with  chain  link  or  other  similar  material  as  determined  by  the  Building 
xiispector,  with  all  four  sides  enclosed. 

(c)  The  pen  or  secure  enclosure  must  be  cleaned  regularly  of  feces  and  debris. 
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(d)  The  top  of  the  pen  or  secure  enclosure  must  be  covered  with  a material  that  will  provide  shade  and  protection  from  the 
elements. 

(e)  The  minimum  height  of  the  pen  is  adequate  to  successfully  confine  the  dog 

^ j A fully  fenced,  electronically  fenced  or  otherwise  securely  enclosed  yard,  wherein  a dog  has  the  ability  to  run  but  is 
unable  to  leave  the  enclosed  yard. 

(3)  A trolley  system  or  a tether  attached  to  a pulley  on  a cable  run,  if  the  following  conditions  are  met: 

(a)  Only  one  dog  may  be  tethered  to  each  cable  run. 

(b)  The  tether  must  be  attached  to  a properly  fitting  collar  or  harness  worn  by  the  dog,  with  enough  room  between  the 
collar  and  the  dog's  throat  through  which  two  adult  fingers  may  fit.  Choke  collars  and  pinch  collars  are  prohibited  for  the 
purpose  of  tethering  a dog  to  a cable  run. 

(c)  There  must  be  a swivel  on  at  least  one  end  of  the  tether  to  minimize  tangling  of  the  tether  and  no  tether  shall  weigh 
more  than  one-eighth  (1/8)  of  the  dog’s  body  weight. 

(d)  The  tether  and  cable  run  must  be  at  least  fifteen  (15)  feet  in  length  and  mounted  at  least  four  (4)  feet  but  not  more  than 
seven  (7)  feet  above  ground  level. 

(e)  The  trolley  system  or  tether  must  be  of  appropriate  configuration  to  confine  the  dog  to  the  owner's  property,  to  prevent 
the  trolley  system  or  tether  from  extending  over  an  object  (i.e.  fence)  or  an  edge  that  could  result  in  injury  or  strangulation 
of  the  dog,  and  to  prevent  the  trolley  system  or  tether  from  becoming  tangled  with  other  objects  or  animals. 

(f)  The  tether  must  be  of  sufficient  length  to  allow  the  dog  to  access  food,  water  and  shelter  as  described  in  paragraph  (C) 
of  this  bylaw  and  enable  the  dog  to  lie  down,  eat  and  drink  in  an  area  separate  from  where  he  urinates  and  defecates.  It 
also  must  allow  him  to  enter  shelter  without  strain  to  the  neck  or  body. 

(C)  Access  to  Food,  Water  and  Shelter 

Any  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  confined  outside  must  provide  the  dog  with  access  to  food,  water  and  an  appropriate 
dog  shelter. 

(1)  The  dog  shelter  must  allow  the  dog  to  remain  dry  and  protected  from  the  elements.  Such  shelter  shall  be  fully  enclosed 
on  three  sides,  roofed,  and  have  a solid  floor.  The  entrance  to  the  shelter  shall  be  flexible  to  allow  the  dog's  entry  and  exit, 

* ;d  sturdy  enough  to  block  entry  of  wind  and  rain.  The  shelter  shall  contain  clean  bedding  and  be  small  enough  to  retain 
the  dog's  body  heat  and  large  enough  to  allow  the  dog  to  stand  and  turn  comfortably.  The  shelter  shall  be  raised  two  (2) 
inches  off  the  ground.  The  shelter  shall  be  structurally  sound  and  in  good  repair.  Suitable  drainage  must  be  provided  so 
that  water,  ice  or  waste  is  not  standing  in  or  around  the  shelter.  (2)  A dog  must  be  provided  with  sufficient  shade  to  allow 
the  dog  to  be  out  of  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  when  sunlight  is  likely  to  cause  overheating  or  discomfort.  The  inside  of  a 
dog  house  does  not  qualify  as  sufficient  shade. 

(3)  Food  and  water  are  to  be  provided  in  clean  containers  and  situated  or  fastened  in  such  a manner  to  prevent 
overturning.  Food  and  water  shall  be  placed  out  of  the  sun.  Food  shall  be  free  from  contamination  and  of  sufficient 
quantity  and  nutritive  value  to  meet  the  daily  requirement  for  the  condition  and  size  of  the  dog. 

(D)  Restrictions  on  Outside  Confinement 

(1)  No  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  may  leave  a dog  chained,  tethered  or  confined  outside  between  the 
hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  6:00  a.m. 

(2)  No  dog  in  the  town  shall  be  confined  outdoors  when  the  actual  or  effective  outdoor  temperature  is  below  32  degrees 
Fahrenheit,  when  a heat  advisory  has  been  issued  or  when  a thunderstorm  or  tornado  warning  has  been  issued. 

(3)  No  dog  less  than  6 months  of  age  and  no  unspayed  dog  shall  be  confined  outdoors. 

(E)  Exceptions  to  Outdoor  Confinement. 

Exceptions  to  the  above  restrictions  on  outdoor  confinement  shall  be  made  for  dogs  actively  engaged  in  conduct  directly 
related  to  the  business  of  shepherding  or  herding  cattle  or  other  livestock  or  conduct  that  is  directly  related  to  the  business 
of  cultivating  agricultural  products,  if  the  restraint  is  reasonably  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  dog. 

(F)  Cruel  Conditions  and  Inhumane  Chaining  or  Tethering  are  Prohibited. 

I No  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  may  subject  the  dog  to  cruel  conditions  or  inhumane  tethering  at  any  time, 
'ruel  conditions  and  inhumane  tethering  are  defined  but  not  limited  to  the  following  conditions: 
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(1)  Filthy  and  dirty  confinement  conditions,  including  but  not  limited  to  exposure  to  excessive  animal  waste,  garbage, 
dirty  water,  noxious  odors,  dangerous  objects  that  could  injure  or  kill  the  dog  upon  contact,  or  other  circumstances  that 
could  cause  harm  to  the  dog’s  physical  or  emotional  health. 

(2)  Taunting,  prodding,  hitting,  harassing,  threatening  or  otherwise  harming  a tethered  or  confined  dog. 

) Subjecting  the  dog  to  dangerous  conditions,  including  attack  by  other  animals. 

(G)  Dogs  Requiring  Veterinary  Treatment 

Any  owner  refusing  a dog  veterinary  care  deemed  necessary  by  a reasonably  prudent  person  to  relieve  distress  from 
injury,  neglect  or  disease  can  have  that  dog  removed  from  the  property  by  the  police  or  dog  officer.  The  dog  owner  will 
be  responsible  for  payment  of  any  veterinary  bills. 

(H)  Violations  and  Penalties 

Any  person  owning  or  keeping  a dog  in  the  town  who  violates  any  provisions  of  this  ordinance  are  subject  to  the 
following  penalties  and  enforcement  actions: 

(I)  First  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a warning  only  unless  the  town  deems  conditions  warrant  a penalty,  in 
which  case  the  violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  fifty  dollars  ($50.00)  and  must  meet  remediation  requirements  set  forth 
by  the  town  no  later  than  ten  (10)  calendar  days  after  the  violation.  Failure  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  first  violation 
shall  immediately  subject  the  violator  to  a second  violation. 

(2)  Second  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00)  and  must  meet  remediation 
requirements  set  forth  by  the  town  no  later  than  ten  (10)  calendar  days  after  the  violation.  Failure  to  satisfy  the  conditions 
of  the  second  violation  shall  immediately  subject  the  violator  to  a third  violation. 

(3)  Third  violation.  Violator  will  be  subject  to  a fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300.00),  impoundment  of  the  dog  in  the 
town’s  shelter  at  the  owner/guardian’s  expense  pending  compliance  with  the  by-law,  and  potential  loss  of  ownership  of 
the  dog. 

Motion:  (Maureen  Ippolito)  I move  to  withdraw  this  motion. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

MOTION  WAS  WITHDRAWN. 


Motion  to  adjourn  meeting  was  made  by  Gary  Gruber  at  3:50pm. 
Moton  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Minutes  recorded  by, 

D’Ann  S.  Kelty,  Assistant  Town  Clerk 
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Minutes 

Town  of  Leverett  Special  Town  Meeting 
Tuesday,  October  25,  201 1 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:10  pm  by  Moderator  Larry  Farber,  a quorum  of  at  least  70 
voters  being  present.  Gordon  Fretwell  moved  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take  all  necessary  and 
appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  164 
of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  regulations  and  orders  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of  Telecommunications  and  Cable,  a municipal  lighting 
plant  for  all  purposes  allowable  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without 
limitation  the  operation  of  the  telecommunications  system  and  any  related  services,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Rich  Brazeau:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take 
all  necessary  and  appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  1 64  of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules, 
regulations  and  orders  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of 
Telecommunications  and  Cable,  a municipal  lighting  plant  for  all  purposes  allowable 
under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without  limitation  the  operation  of  the 
telecommunications  system  and  any  related  services  thereto. 

Motion  was  seconded  by  Peter  D’Errico 
A ballot  vote  was  taken.  Results:  Yes  100;  No  1 Motion  carried. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $1 ,000 
to  pay  a one-time  membership  fee  to  the  WiredWest  Communications  Cooperative,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Peter  d’Errico:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  from  the 
Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  pay  a one-time  membership  fee  to  the 
WiredWest  Communications  Cooperative. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  carried  by  unanimous  voice  vote. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  form  a special  unpaid  committee  to  be  known  as 
a Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee  (RSDPC),  consisting  of  three  (3)  members,  one 
of  whom  must  be  a member  of  the  School  Committee  as  per  M.G.L.  Chapter  71,  Sections  14, 
14A  and  14B.  The  RSDPC  may  choose  to  join  with  a corresponding  Committee(s)  from  another 
town(s)  to  form  a Regional  School  District  Planning  Board  (the  Board).  The  purpose  of  the 
Board  is  to  perform  a detailed  exploration  of  and  make  recommendations  to  Town  Meeting 
regarding  forming  a Regional  School  District  for  our  K-6  school,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Motion:  Farshid  Hajir:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  form  a special  unpaid  committee 
to  be  known  as  a Regional  School  District  Planning  Committee,  consisting  of  three  (3) 
members,  one  of  whom  must  be  a member  of  the  School  Committee  as  per  M.G.L. 
Chapter  71,  Sections  14,  14A  and  14B.  The  RSDPC  may  choose  to  join  with  a 
corresponding  Committee(s)  from  another  town(s)  to  form  a Regional  School  District 


Planning  Board  (the  Board).  The  purpose  of  the  Board  is  to  perform  a detailed 
exploration  of  and  make  recommendations  to  Town  Meeting  regarding  forming  a 
Regional  School  District  for  our  K-6  school. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  carried  by  voice  vote. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  convey,  for  the  sum  of  $1.00,  Parcel  B,  as  shown 
on  the  Plan  prepared  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  dated  September  16,  201 1 by 
Harold  L.  Eaton  and  Associates,  containing  0.2992  +/-  acres  to  Henry  G.  Berry  and  to  use  any 
remaining  funds  from  Article  17  of  the  April  24,  2010  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  pay  for 
expenses  incurred  by  such  transfer  including,  without  limitation,  costs  of  survey  and  recording, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Julie  Shiveley : I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  convey,  for  the  sum  of  $ 1 .00, 
Parcel  B,  as  shown  on  the  Plan  prepared  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  dated 
September  16,  201 1 by  Harold  L.  Eaton  and  Associates,  containing  0.299  +/-  acres  to 
Henry  G.  Berry  and  to  use  any  remaining  funds  from  Article  17  of  the  April  24,  2010 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  pay  for  expenses  incurred  by  such  transfer  including,  without 
limitation,  costs  of  survey  and  recording. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  carried  by  unanimous  voice  vote. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$28,900  to  pay  for  design  expenses  related  to  connecting  the  houses  whose  water  is  affected  by 
the  landfill  to  the  Amherst  Public  Water  System,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Rich  Brazeau:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $28,900  to  pay  for  design  expenses  related  to  connecting  the  houses 
whose  water  is  affected  by  the  landfill  to  the  Amherst  Public  Water  System,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

There  followed  a presentation  and  discussion  about  the  possibility  of  bringing  water  lines 
from  the  Town  of  Amherst,  the  possibility  of  taking  the  affected  houses  by  eminent 
domain,  the  possibility  of  digging  a municipal  well  to  serve  the  affected  houses,  and  other 
options. 

There  was  a motion  to  call  the  questions.  Motion  was  seconded,  but  failed  to  carry  by  the 
needed  2/3  majority.  Further  discussion  followed.  A vote  was  called. 

Votes  were  Yes:  59;  No:  40.  Motion  did  not  pass  by  needed  2/3  majority. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  of  Leverett  will  vote  to  appropriate  or  raise  through  donations  or 
other  means,  and  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectboard  to  borrow  up  to 
the  sum  of  $434,250,  contingent  upon  the  award  of  a Massachusetts  LAND  Grant  and  contingent 
upon  approval  of  the  required  local  match  from  Community  Preservation  Funds,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  a Conservation  Restriction  as  defined  in  and  authorized  by  Sections  31-33  of 
Chapter  184  of  the  General  Laws  and  otherwise  by  law  for  agricultural,  conservation  and  passive 
recreation  purposes,  by  negotiated  purchase  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Farm  consisting  of  147  acres, 
more  or  less,  as  shown  on  Assessors  Map  7 Lot  179;  that  said  Conservation  Restriction  be 
conveyed  to  said  Town  of  Leverett  under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter 
40,  Section  8c,  and  as  it  may  hereafter  be  amended  and  other  Massachusetts  statutes  relating  to 
Conservation,  to  be  monitored  and  controlled  by  the  Conservation  Commission  of  Leverett,  and 


the  Conservation  Commission  be  authorized  to  file  on  behalf  of  Leverett  any  and  all  applications 
deemed  necessary  for  grants  and  /or  reimbursements  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
deemed  necessary  under  Chapter  132A,  Section  1 1 and/or  any  others  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  scope  of  this  Article,  and  the  Leverett  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements 
and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  Leverett  to  affect  said 
purchase,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  David  Powicki:  I move  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  vote  to  appropriate  or  raise 
through  donations  or  other  means,  and  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectboard  to  borrow  up  to  the  sum  of  $434,250,  contingent  upon  the  award  of  a 
Massachusetts  LAND  Grant  and  contingent  upon  approval  of  the  required  local  match 
from  Community  Preservation  Funds,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a Conservation 
Restriction  as  defined  in  and  authorized  by  Sections  31-33  of  Chapter  184  of  the  General 
Laws  and  otherwise  by  law  for  agricultural,  conservation  and  passive  recreation 
purposes,  **by  negotiated  purchase  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Farm  consisting  of  147  acres, 
more  or  less,**  as  shown  on  Assessors  Map  7 Lot  179;  that  said  Conservation 
Restriction  be  conveyed  to  said  Town  of  Leverett  under  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  8c,  and  as  it  may  hereafter  be  amended  and  other 
Massachusetts  statutes  relating  to  Conservation,  to  be  monitored  and  controlled  by  the 
Conservation  Commission  of  Leverett,  and  the  Conservation  Commission  be  authorized 
to  file  on  behalf  of  Leverett  any  and  all  applications  deemed  necessary  for  grants  and  /or 
reimbursements  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  deemed  necessary  under 
Chapter  132A,  Section  1 1 and/or  any  others  in  any  way  connected  with  the  scope  of  this 
Article,  and  the  Leverett  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and 
execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  Leverett  to  affect  said 
purchase. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Amendment  proposed  by  David  Powicki: 

I move  that  the  bolded  section  above  to  read:  **by  negotiated  purchase  of  said 
Conservation  Restriction  on  147  acres,  more  or  less,  of  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Farm,** 
Amendment  was  seconded  and  passed  by  voice  vote. 

Motion  carried  with  a vote  of  Yes:  89;  No  6. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$18,750  to  install  a fire  access  emergency  water  storage  tank  in  the  field  between  the  Elementary 
School  and  the  Library,  such  appropriation  to  be  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  town  of  the 
remaining  $56,250  estimated  project  expense  from  the  Hazard  Mitigation  Grant  Program 
administered  by  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  Management  Agency,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Motion:  Peter  d’Errico:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  from  the 
Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $18,750  to  install  a fire  access  emergency  water  storage 
tank  in  the  field  between  the  Elementary  School  and  the  Library,  such  appropriation  to  be 
contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  town  of  the  remaining  $56,250  estimated  project 
expense  from  the  Hazard  Mitigation  Grant  Program  administered  by  the  Massachusetts 
Emergency  Management  Agency. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Motion  passed  by  vote:  Yes  64;  No  1. 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2, 157.56  from  the  funds 
appropriated  by  Article  Nine  of  the  April  24,  2010  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  match  grants  funds 
to  acquire  new  Self  Contained  Breathing  Apparatus  (SCBA’s)  and  4”  hose,  such  transfer  to  be 
contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  town  of  the  remaining  $41,990  project  expense  from  the 
Assistance  to  Firefighters  Grant  Program  administered  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Julie  Shively:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,157.56  from 
the  funds  appropriated  by  Article  Nine  of  the  April  24,  2010  Annual  Town  Meeting  to 
match  grants  funds  to  acquire  new  Self  Contained  Breathing  Apparatus  (SCBA’s)  and  4” 
hose,  such  transfer  to  be  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  town  of  the  remaining 
$41,990  project  expense  from  the  Assistance  to  Firefighters  Grant  Program  administered 
by  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  on  voice  vote. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $29,000 
to  the  FY  2012  School  Health  Insurance  Account  (account  number  300-914)  to  cover  additional 
health  insurance  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Peter  d’Errico:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $29,000  to  the  FY  2012  School  Health  Insurance  Account  (account 
number  300-914)  to  cover  additional  health  insurance  expenses. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Motion  carried  by  vote:  Yes:  64;  No:  0. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  up  to 
$16,025  to  the  FY  2012  Highway  Expenses  Account  (account  number  422),  to  cover  additional 
expenses  incurred  during  the  Cave  Hill  Road  Bridge  repair,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Motion:  Peter  d’Errico:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  up  to  $16,025  to  the  FY  2012  Highway  Expenses  Account  (account 
number  422),  to  cover  additional  expenses  incurred  during  the  Cave  Hill  Road  Bridge 
repair.  Motion  was  seconded. 

Motion  passed  by  unanimous  voice  vote. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$16,324.42  to  pay  for  emergency  repair  work  completed  under  the  Cave  Hill  Road  Bridge,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Julie  Shively:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropriate  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $16,324.42  to  pay  for  emergency  repair  work  completed  under  the 
Cave  Hill  Road  Bridge.  Motion  was  seconded. 

Motion  passed  by  unanimous  voice  vote. 

At  9:35pm  there  was  a motion  to  adjourn.  Motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 


Minutes  recorded  by  D’Ann  Sauer  Kelty,  Acting  Town  Clerk 


Town  of  Leverett 

Minutes 

FY  2012  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Saturday  April  30,  20T0  ^ 01 1 

Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  called  the  237th  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  9:04  AM,  a quorum 
being  deemed  present.  A moment  of  silence  was  held.  The  Annual  Report  was  dedicated"  to  Fenna 
Lee  Bonsignore  in  a poem  written  for  her  by  Christine  Nelson. 

A motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  One:  (Gary)  I move  we  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods 
prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

The  following  individuals  were  nominated  and  single  ballot  cast  for  each  by  the  Town  Clerk. 
There  were  no  contested  races:  Assessors:  David  Palmer,  three-year  term;  Board  of  Health; 
Fay  Zipkowitz:  three-year  term;  Library  Trustees:  Joan  Godsey  and  Chris  Condit,  three- 
year  terms,  Constable:  John  Swartz,  three-year  term;  Finance  Committee:  Nancy 
Grossman  and  Ann  Delano,  two  three-year  terms;  Planning  Board:  Jeff  McQueen  and 
Gloria  McPherson,  two  three-year  terms;  School  Committee:  vacancy,  three-year  term; 
Select  Board:  Rich  Brazeau,  three-year  term;  Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford,  one-year  term. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each 
member  town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2012  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional 
Agreement,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by 
each  member  town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2012  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional 
Agreement. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Three:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Held  items:  Select  Board  salaries,  to  explain  cut  in  hours  for  Select  Board  Clerk,  and  Elementary 
School,  for  resident  to  praise  School  Committee  for  holding  the  budget  so  steady  for  the  last  few 
years.  Unheld  total:  $3,421 ,430  carries  unanimously.  Total  budget  of  $5,148,863  carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $240,000  from  Stabilization  and 
to  borrow  the  sum  of  $135,000,  such  borrowing  to  be  contingent  upon  the  passage  of  a 
subsequent  debt  exclusion  election,  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a new  or  used  fire  engine, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Four:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $240,000  from 
Stabilization  and  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $135,000,  such  borrowing  to  be  contingent  upon  the 


passage  of  a subsequent  debt  exclusion  election,  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a new  or  used 
fire  engine. 

Fire  Department  presents  an  impressive  power  point  presentation  on  the  condition  of  the  old 
truck. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3 1 ,703  from  Stabilization  to 
purchase  and  equip  a new  police  cruiser,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Five:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3 1 ,703  from 
Stabilization  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  police  cruiser. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1 1,492.37  from  Free  Cash  to 
reimburse  the  FY  2011  Elementary  School  expenditure  for  the  repair  of  the  kitchen  hood  at 
the  School  in  compliance  with  current  fire  codes,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Six:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1 1 ,492.37  from 
Free  Cash  to  reimburse  the  FY  2011  Elementary  School  expenditure  for  the  repair  and 
replacement  of  the  kitchen  exhaust  hood  and  system  at  the  School  in  compliance  with 
current  fire  codes. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,397  from  Free  Cash  to 
purchase,  install  and  equip  a new  computer  server  at  the  Elementary  School,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Seven:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $9,397  from 
Free  Cash  to  purchase,  install  and  equip  a new  computer  server  at  the  Elementary  School. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  32B, 
Section  20,  which  authorizes  the  Town  to  establish  an  Other  Post  Employment  Benefits  Liability 
Trust  Fund  to  reduce  the  unfunded  liability  of  health  care  and  other  post  employment  benefits  to 
meet  the  normal  cost  of  all  such  future  benefits  for  which  the  Town  of  Leverett  is  obligated,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eight:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws 
Chapter  32B,  Section  20,  which  authorizes  the  Town  to  establish  an  Other  Post  Employment 
Benefits  Liability  Trust  Fund  to  reduce  the  unfunded  liability  of  health  care  and  other  post 
employment  benefits  to  meet  the  normal  cost  of  all  such  future  benefits  for  which  the  Town  of 
Leverett  is  obligated. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $30,000  from  Stabilization  to 
the  Trust  Fund  established  under  MGL  Chapter  32B,  Section  20  for  Other  Post  Employment 
Benefits  Liability,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nine:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $30,000  from 
Stabilization  to  the  Trust  Fund  established  under  MGL  Chapter  32B,  Section  20  for  Other  Post 
Employment  Benefits  Liability. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $18,957.12  to 
reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Article  Ten:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 
$18,957.12  to  reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special 
Education  Costs. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $89,082  from  Free  Cash  into 
the  Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eleven:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $89,082  from  Free 
Cash  into  the  Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2012  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,720.12  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $15,720.12  for  historic  resources;  $15,720.12  for  community  housing;  and 
$102,540.81  to  the  FY  2012  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Twelve:  ( CPC/Laurel  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY 
2012  Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,720.12  for  open  space  purposes 
(excluding  recreational  purposes);  $15,720.12  for  historic  resources;  $15,720.12  for  community 
housing;  and  $102,540.81  to  the  FY  2012  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500.00  from  FY  2012 
Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses, 
including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirteen:  ( CPC/Laurel  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $7,500.00  from 
FY  2012  Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating 
expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropnate  $14,000.00  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  the  Leverett  Historical  Commission  to  procure  the 
services  of  a professional  consultant  to  research  and  prepare  documents  for  National  Register 
Historic  Districts  for  North  Leverett,  Moore’s  Comer,  and  East  Leverett,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Fourteen:  ( CPC/Laurel  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $14,000.00 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  the  Leverett  Histoncal 
Commission  to  procure  the  services  of  a professional  consultant  to  research  and  prepare 
documents  for  National  Register  Historic  Districts  for  North  Leverett,  Moore’s  Comer,  and  East 
Leverett. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  44B,  the 
Community  Preservation  Act,  one  acre,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $1 1,450.00  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space,  including  up  to  $2,950.00  for 
surveying,  appraisal,  and  closing  costs,  and  $8,500.00  for  the  purchase  price,  said  parcel  located 
on  the  shore  of  Leverett  Pond  off  Cider  Mill  Road,  shown  as  Lot  12A  on  Assessors  Map  5B;  said 
land  to  be  owned  by  the  Town  and  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard,  with  a 
conservation  restriction  to  be  obtained,  held,  and  monitored  by  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Trust;  and 
that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all 


instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchase,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fifteen:  ( CPC/Laurel  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  MGL  c. 
44B,  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  one  acre,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $1 1,450.00 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space,  including  up  to 
$2,950.00  for  surveying,  appraisal,  and  closing  costs,  and  $8,500.00  for  the  purchase  price,  said 
parcel  located  on  the  shore  of  Leverett  Pond  off  Cider  Mill  Road,  shown  as  Lot  12A  on  Assessors 
Map  5B;  said  land  to  be  owned  by  the  Town  and  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard, 
with  a conservation  restriction  to  be  obtained,  held,  and  monitored  by  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter 
Trust;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all 
instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchase. 
Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a total  of  $150,000.00,  $28,000.00 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and  $122,000 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  for  the  rehabilitation  and  continued 
preservation  of  the  Leverett  Town  Hall,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  removing  and  replacing  the 
exterior  siding  and  needed  trim,  restoring  the  exterior  as  needed,  painting,  and  repairing  the 
interior  buckled  floor  on  the  ground  level,  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all 
agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Sixteen:  ( CPC/Laurel  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  a total  of 
$150,000.00,  $28,000.00  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic 
Resources  and  $122,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  for  the 
rehabilitation  and  continued  preservation  of  the  Leverett  Town  Hall,  including,  but  not  limited  to, 
removing  and  replacing  the  extenor  siding  and  needed  trim,  restoring  the  exterior  as  needed, 
painting,  and  repairing  the  interior  buckled  floor  on  the  ground  level,  and  that  the  Selectboard  be 
authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary 
on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett. 

The  Select  Board  explained  that  this  work  will  be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Siemens’  project, 
saving  money  by  not  insulating  while  the  siding  is  off. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  a change  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws  by 
the  addition  of  Section  4970  entitled  “Solar  Electric  Overlay  District”  as  attached  and  available 
from  the  Town  Clerk,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Seventeen:  ( Planning  Board/Jeff  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  a change  to 
the  Zoning  Bylaws  by  the  addition  of  Section  4970  entitled  “Solar  Electric  Overlay  District”  as 
attached  and  available  from  the  Town  Clerk. 

Seconded. 

Some  confusion  over  the  intent  of  this  bylaw  due  to  lack  of  clear  explanation  by  the  Planning 
Board. 

Amendment  by  Ken  Kahn:  I move  that  the  second  paragraph  of  the  proposed  Section 
4970  shall  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  sentence: 

Any  installation  larger  than  1MW  or  occupying  more  than  2 acres  of  land  and  located  on 
the  Town  of  Leverett  landfill  property  shall  be  allowed  upon  a Special  Permit  in 
accordance  with  the  Zonting  By  Laws  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  in  addition  to  the  Site  Plan 
Review  required  under  this  Section  4970  for  a smaller  installation. 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Carries  107  in  favor,  2 opposed. 


Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  a change  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws  as 
follows,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

The  second  paragraph  of  Section  2110  shall  be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  Six  additional 
“overlay”  districts  are  also  hereby  created:  an  Aquifer  Protection  District  (pursuant  to  Section 
4300),  a Flood  Hazard  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4400),  a Stream  and  Lake  Protection  District 
(pursuant  to  Section  4500),  a Scenic  Road  Protection  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4600),  a 
Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4700),  an  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan 
Review  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4960)  and  a Solar  Electric  Overlay  District 
(pursuant  to  Section  4970)  . 


Section  2234  of  the  Use  Regulation  Schedule  shall  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following 
line  after  the  line  “Research  facility  N N N SP  SP”  : 


Solar  Electric  lOkW  to  1MW 


N y** 


Y**  y**  y** 


And  the  addition  of  the  following  after  the  last  line  of  Section  2234. 

“**  = See  Section  4970  for  additional  requirement  and  conditions” 

Article  Eighteen:  ( Planning  Board  ) 1 move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  a change  to  the 
Zoning  Bylaws  as  follows: 

The  second  paragraph  of  Section  2110  shall  be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  Six  additional 
“overlay”  districts  are  also  hereby  created:  an  Aquifer  Protection  District  (pursuant  to  Section 
4300),  a Flood  Hazard  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4400),  a Stream  and  Lake  Protection  District 
(pursuant  to  Section  4500),  a Scenic  Road  Protection  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4600),  a 
Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4700),  an  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan 
Review  Overlay  District  (pursuant  to  Section  4960)  and  a Solar  Electric  Overlay  District 
(pursuant  to  Section  4970)  . 

Section  2234  of  the  Use  Regulation  Schedule  shall  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following 
line  after  the  line  “Research  facility  N N N SP  SP”  : 

Solar  Electric  lOkW  to  1 MW  N Y**  Y**  Y**  Y** 


And  the  addition  of  the  following  after  the  last  line  of  Section  2234. 

“**  = See  Section  4970  for  additional  requirement  and  conditions” 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  update  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as 
outlined  below,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Chapter  11:  Town  Meetings 

Article  11-4  Date  and  hour  of  meetings. 

Change 

from  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  regularly  on 
the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  AM.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at 
such  other  times  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Selectboard  or  through  petition  by 
at  least  20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  Town  or  of  200  registered  voters, 
whichever  number  is  the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 


to  “The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  yearly,  as 

determined  by  the  Selectboard,  between  April  1st  and  May  30th,  such  date  to 
be  decided  by  February  28th.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such 
other  times  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Selectboard  or  through  petition  by  at 
least  20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  Town  or  of  200  registered  voters, 
whichever  number  is  the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General  Law.” 

Article  Nineteen:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  we  pass  over  this  article. 

Seconded.  Carries,  PASSED  OVER. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $574.29  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $574.29  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $680.77  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to 
the  School  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-One:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $680.77  from 
Bond  Premiums  Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt 
Payment  to  the  School  Interest  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain 
town  departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  % for  the  fiscal 
year  beginning  July  1, 201 1 as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 


Revolving  Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2012 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer 
expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books, 
audios  & videos 

$3,000 

Town  Grounds 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town 
gardens  & landscape 
town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and 
fire  inspection 
expenses 

$2,500 

Home 

Composting 

Program 

Transfer  Station 
Administrator 

Sale  of  compost 
bins  and 
donations 

Home  composting  bin 
distribution  program 
expenses 

$1,000 

Article  Twenty-Two:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for 
certain  town  departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53 E Vi  for  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 201 1 as  presented  in  the  above  table. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of 
highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90) 
and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Article  Twenty-Three:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to 
enter  into  contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or 
maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies 
(Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take  all 
necessary  and  appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  regulations  and  orders  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of  Telecommunications  and  Cable,  a 
municipal  lighting  plant  for  all  purposes  allowable  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
including  without  limitation  the  operation  of  the  telecommunications  system  and  any  related 
services,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  ( Julie  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take 
all  necessary  and  appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  regulations  and 
orders  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of  Telecommunications  and 
Cable,  a municipal  lighting  plant  for  all  purposes  allowable  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
including  without  limitation  the  operation  of  the  telecommunications  system  and  any  related 
services. 

Article  Twenty  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  advise  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  a 
municipally  aggregated  electricity  supplier  agreement  to  provide  electricity  to  residential 
customers  in  Leverett,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty  Five:  ( Peter  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  advise  the  Selectboard  to  enter 
into  a municipally  aggregated  electricity  supplier  agreement  to  provide  electricity  to  residential 
and  business  customers  in  Leverett. 

A friendly  amendment  was  made  to  add  “and  business  customers.” 

Amendment  carries. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six  (by  petition):  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following 
resolution,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Warrant  Article  for  the  Leverett  2011  Annual  Town  Meeting 

To  Establish  a Leverett  Peace  Committee: 

WHEREAS  life  is  rare  and  precious,  existing  in  this  fathomless  universe  only  on  this  tiny  blue 
planet,  Earth,  as  far  as  we  know;  and 

WHEREAS  human  beings  are  a wonder  of  creation,  beautiful,  intelligent,  powerful,  capable  of 
joy,  wonder,  wisdom,  and  compassion;  and 

WHEREAS  without  war,  the  Earth  and  its  peoples  would  have  a better  chance  to  prosper;  and 
WHEREAS  war  does  grievous  damage  to  human  bodies,  minds,  hearts,  and  spirits;  and 
WHEREAS  the  energy  of  war  deepens  the  divisions  and  exacerbates  conflicts  between  peoples; 
and 

WHEREAS  the  domination,  humiliation,  and  injustice  that  come  of  war  often  cause  people  to 
strike  out  in  acts  of  violence  called  terrorism;  and 


WHEREAS  military  preparations  and  operations  are  the  foremost  polluters  and  users  of 
resources;  and 

WHEREAS  war  destroys  natural  habitat  and  agricultural  land;  and 

WHEREAS  solving  the  urgent  and  unprecedented  problems  facing  humankind  at  this  time 
requires  all  the  human  and  material  resources  presently  being  expended  on  war;  and 
WHEREAS  people  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  war  is  obsolete  and  unnecessary,  and  are 
learning  techniques  of  resolving  inter-group  and  international  conflict  by  other,  non-violent 
means;  and 

WHEREAS  the  survival  of  humankind  and  our  familiar  and  beloved  community  of  life  require 
our  generation  to  invent  a world  without  war,  and  in  so  doing,  overcome  the  feelings  of 
weariness,  powerlessness,  cynicism,  and  despair  that  diminish  us  as  human  beings  and  threaten 
our  body  politic;  and 

WHEREAS  the  people  of  Leverett,  acting  through  our  annual  town  meeting,  have  a history, 
reaching  back  to  the  time  of  Shay’s  Rebellion  and  the  Constitutional  period,  and  continuing  for 
over  200  years,  of  concerning  ourselves  with  the  great  issues  of  the  day,  making  our  voices  heard, 
and  bringing  to  bear  on  them  whatever  influence,  we  can, 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT 

1.  We  encourage  ourselves  and  each  other  in  our  faith  in  humanity,  and  we  proclaim  our  right, 
and  accept  our  responsibility  to  imagine  and  work  towards  a peaceful  future;  and 

2.  We,  the  members  of  Leverett  Town  Meeting  recognize  and  encourage  the  work  of  the  Leverett 
Peace  Committee,  which  in  turn  welcomes  the  wisdom  of  all  the  people  of  Leverett  as  we  seek  a 
path  to  peace.  We  support  the  effort  to  find  ways  that  the  town  can  move  towards  greater 
resilience  and  sustainability,  and  how  our  people  and  our  town  can  be  of  assistance  to  humanity 
in  its  effort  to  move  beyond  war  into  a wise  and  harmonious  relationship  to  the  planet. 

4.  We  urge  our  elected  representatives  to  understand  the  moral  and  practical  impermissibility  of 
war,  and  to  embrace  the  proposition  that  humanity  can  and  must  outgrow  war.  Based  on  these 
understandings,  we  urge  our  elected  representatives  to  initiate  and  support  efforts  aimed  at 
moving  the  United  States  and  other  nations  to: 

A.  Withdraw,  as  quickly  as  possible,  from  current  wars; 

B.  Drastically  reduce  military  spending; 

C.  Rid  the  world  of  nuclear  weapons; 

D.  De-legitimize  war  as  a means  of  advancing  perceived  national  interest;  and 

E.  Support  non-violent  conflict  resolution  and  peacebuilding  studies  and  initiatives. 

5.  Copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  by  the  Town  of  Leverett,  the  labor  and  expense  to  be  borne 
by  private  citizens  of  Leverett  and  their  friends  who  are  supporters  of  this  resolution  to  Steven 
Kulik  and  select  members  of  the  Massachusetts  House;  Stan  Rosenberg  and  select  members  of 
the  Massachusetts  Senate;  Governor  Deval  Patrick;  Congressman  John  Olver  and  select  members 
of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives;  John  Kerry,  Scott  Brown,  and  select  members  of 
the  United  States  Senate;  Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Clinton;  President  Barack  Obama;  local,  state, 
and  national  news  outlets. 

Article  Twenty-Six  ( Peace  Commission  ) (by  petition):  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt 
the  following  resolution: 

Above  resolution  read  by  “Commission”  members  alternately. 

Seconded. 

Motion  to  amend  to  delete  the  wording  at  the  beginning,  “To  establish  a Leverettt  Peace 
Committee”  and  to  renumber  the  last  half  of  the  resolution  to  read  1,  2,  3,  4 (instead  of  1,  2, 

4,  5). 

Seconded.  Carries.  ^ 


Much  discussion  about  who  should  write  and  send  the  letters,  the  intent  of  the  group,  how  they 
will  achieve  the  goal. 

Carries. 

Motion  to  adjourn  seconded,  carries  (2:24  PM). 

Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting  Minutes 
March  22,  2011,7  PM 
Leverett  Elementary  School 

Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7: 1 5 by  Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  a quorum  being 
deemed  present. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate,  borrow  or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  a sum  of  money  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectboard 
for  the  repair  and/or  replacement  of  the  roof  and  windows  in  the  1950  and  1956  portions 
of  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  located  at  85  Montague  Road;  the  proposed  repair 
project  would  materially  extend  the  useful  life  of  the  school  and  preserve  an  asset  that 
otherwise  is  capable  of  supporting  the  required  educational  program,  and  for  which  the 
Town  may  be  eligible  for  a school  construction  grant  for  the  Massachusetts  School 
Building  Authority  (“MSBA”).  The  MSBA’s  grant  program  is  capable  of  supporting  the 
discretionary  program  based  on  need,  as  determined  by  the  MSBA,  and  any  project  costs 
the  Town  incurs  in  excess  of  any  grant  approved  by  and  received  from  the  MSBA  shall 
be  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  Town.  Any  grant  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  may  receive 
from  the  MSBA  for  the  project  shall  not  exceed  the  lesser  of  (1)  51.42  percent  (%)  of 
eligible,  approved  project  costs,  as  determined  by  the  MSBA,  or  (2)  the  total  maximum 
grant  amount  determined  by  the  MSBA,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Motion:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
Five  Hundred  and  Sixty  Four  Thousand,  Two  Hundred  and  Forty  Eight  Dollars 
($564,248)  for  the  repair  and/or  replacement  of  the  roof  and  windows  in  the  1950  and 
1956  portions  of  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  located  at  85  Montague  Rd.(the 
“Project”),  which  proposed  repair  project  would  materially  extend  the  useful  life  of  the 
school  and  preserve  an  asset  that  otherwise  is  capable  of  supporting  the  required 
educational  program,  said  sum  to  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Select  Board,  and 
to  meet  said  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is  authorized 
to  borrow  said  sum  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  or  any  other  enabling  authority;  that  the 
town  of  Leverett  acknowledges  that  the  Massachusetts  School  Building  Authority’s 
(“MSBA”)  grant  program  is  a non-entitlement,  discretionary  program  based  on  need  as 
determined  solely  by  the  MSBA,  and  any  project  costs  the  Town  of  Leverett  incurs  in 
excess  of  any  grant  approved  by  and  received  from  the  MSBA  shall  be  the  sole 
responsibility  of  the  Town;  provided  further  that  any  grant  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  may 
receive  from  the  MSBA  for  the  Project  shall  not  exceed  the  lesser  of  (1)  51 .42  percent 
(51.42%)  of  eligible,  approved  project  costs,  as  determined  by  the  MSBA,  or  (2)  the  total 
maximum  grant  amount  determined  by  the  MSBA;  provided  that  any  appropriation 
hereunder  shall  be  subject  to  and  contingent  upon  an  affirmative  vote  of  the  Town  to 
exempt  the  amounts  required  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal  on  said  borrowing 
from  the  limitations  on  taxes  imposed  by  M.G.L.  Chapter  59,  Section  21 C (Proposition  2 
'A);  and  that  the  amount  of  borrowing  authorized  pursuant  to  this  vote  shall  be  reduced  by 


any  grant  amount  set  forth  in  the  Project  Funding  Agreement  that  may  be  executed 
between  the  Town  of  Leverett  and  the  MSB  A. 

Seconded. 

Questions  were  asked  and  answered  by  the  Architect,  Select  Board,  and  Town 
Administrator  about  the  three  parts  of  the  project:  windows,  roof,  and  attic  insulation. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 


Adjourned:  8:00  PM 


Special  Town  Meeting  Minutes 
February  15,  2011 


Moderator  Gary  Gruber  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:04  PM  a quorum  being  deemed 
present. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take  all 
necessary  and  appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules, 
regulations  and  orders  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of 
Telecommunications  and  Cable,  a municipal  lighting  plant  for  all  purposes  allowable 
under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without  limitation  the  operation  of  the 
telecommunications  system  and  any  related  services,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Ericco:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  take  all 
necessary  and  appropriate  action  to  establish  and  to  maintain,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules, 
regulations  and  orders  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Department  of 
Telecommunications  and  Cable,  a municipal  lighting  plant  for  all  purposes 
allowable  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  including  without  limitation  the 
operation  of  the  telecommunications  system  and  any  related  services. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Robert  Brooks  and  Connie  Peterson  of  the  Broadband  Committee  were  present  to  answer 
questions  about  Wired  West. 

A ballot  vote  was  taken  and  carried  in  favor  100-0. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  a sum  of 
money  not  to  exceed  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000)  to  pay  for  an  owner’s  project 
manager  and  architectural  services  and  related  expenses  needed  to  complete  schematic 
design  drawings  for  the  repair  and/or  replacement  of  the  roof  and  windows  in  the  1950 
and  1956  portions  of  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  vote  to  appropriate  from  Free 
Cash  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  ($40,000)  for  a feasibility  study  and  related 
expenses  for  the  repair  and/or  replacement  of  the  roof  and  windows  in  the  1950  and 
1956  portions  of  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  located  at  85  Montague  Road,  said 
sum  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectboard;  and  that  the  Town  of 
Leverett  acknowledges  that  the  Massachusetts  School  Building  Authority’s 
(“MSBA”)  grant  program  is  a non-entitlement,  discretionary  program  based  on 


need,  as  determined  by  the  MSBA,  and  that  any  costs  the  Town  of  Leverett  incurs  in 
excess  of  any  grant  approved  by  and  received  from  the  MSBA  shall  be  the  sole 
responsibility  of  the  Town  of  Leverett,  and  that  the  amount  of  said  funding 
authorized  pursuant  to  this  vote  shall  be  reduced  by  any  grant  amount  set  forth  on 
the  Feasibility  Study  Agreement  that  may  be  executed  between  the  Town  of  Leverett 
and  the  MSBA. 


Motion  was  seconded. 

Notes:  This  is  the  first  financial  step  in  the  Massachusetts  School  Building  Authority’s 
process  to  work  with  the  town  to  either  repair  all  or  part  of  the  slate  roof  and  to  replace 
some  roof  sections  and  to  replace  all  the  remaining  original  windows  from  the  old  1950 
and  1956  portions  of  the  school.  Once  schematic  plans  are  created,  they  will  be 
submitted  to  the  MSBA  for  approval  and  if  they  are  approved,  we  will  have  to  request 
funding  from  the  town  for  the  whole  project,  which  will  probably  be  from  borrowing. 
We  expect  the  next  town  meeting  on  this  to  be  in  March  once  we  have  a solid  cost 
estimate  from  an  architect.  If  the  MSBA  accepts  the  plans,  then  the  whole  project  is 
subject  to  a 51.42%  reimbursement  rate  from  the  state. 


Expected  costs  for  this  phase  include: 


Owner’s  project  manager  $5-10,000 

Architect  $20,000 

Total  $25-30,000 


on  the 


Total  project  cost  is  estimated  at  $541,500 
windows. 


Remaining  $10,000  left  in  the  article  in  case 
hazardous  materials  testing  needs  to  be  done 

windows  as  part  if  the  schematic  planning. 

$181,500  for  the  roof  and  $360,000  for 


Carries  unanimously. 


Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  8:11  PM 
Carried. 


Minutes  taken  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 
April  24,2010 


Submission  #2 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town 
of  Leverett  (general  by-laws)  by  adopting  and  adding  a new  Chapter  61,  “Demolition 
Delay5’  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  demolition  of  historically  significant  buildings  or 
structures,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Chapter  61.  Demolition  Delay 

(1)  INTENT  AND  PURPOSE:  This  bylaw  is  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and 
preserving  historically  significant  buildings  and  structures,  as  defined  in  Subsection  (2)h, 
below,  which  constitute  or  reflect  distinctive  features  of  the  history  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett,  and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  public  welfare  through  the  preservation  of 
the  architectural,  historical,  cultural  and  aesthetic  qualities  of  the  Town.  Through  this 
bylaw  the  Town  desires  to  encourage  owners  and  others  to  preserve,  rehabilitate  or 
restore  such  historically  significant  buildings  or  structures  rather  than  demolishing  or 
removing  them. 

This  bylaw  does  not  pertain  to  customary  and  usual  maintenance  of,  or  repairs  to, 
historically  significant  buildings  and  structures. 

(2)  DEFINITIONS:  For  the  purposes  of  this  bylaw,  the  following  words  and  phrases  shall 
have  the  following  meanings: 

a.  APPLICANT  - A person  applying  for  Demolition  Delay  Review  with  the  Leverett 
Historical  Commission. 

b.  APPLICATION  - An  application  for  Demolition  Delay  Review  sent  to  the  Leverett 
Historical  Commission. 

c.  BUILDING  — A freestanding  structure  designed  for  the  shelter  or  housing  of  persons, 
animals,  chattels  or  property  of  any  kind. 

d.  COMMISSION  --  The  Leverett  Historical  Commission. 

e.  DAYS  - For  the  purposes  of  this  bylaw,  "days"  shall  mean  calendar  days. 

f.  DEMOLITION  — Any  act  of  pulling  down,  destroying,  altering  significantly,  or  razing 
a structure  or  building  or  attached  portion  thereof,  such  that  at  least  one  entire  exterior 


wall,  or  more  than  one  partial  wall,  is  affected.  For  the  purposes  of  this  bylaw,  an 
alteration  that  affects  less  than  one  exterior  wall  of  a building  or  structure  is  not 
considered  demolition. 

g.  DEMOLITION  PERMIT  — The  permit  issued  by  the  Building  Inspector  as  required 
by  the  State  Building  Code  for  the  demolition,  partial  demolition  or  removal  of  a building 
or  structure  from  its  lot  or  the  moving  of  the  building  or  structure  on  its  lot. 

h.  HISTORICALLY  SIGNIFICANT  BUILDING  - Any  building  or  structure  which  is 
(1)  associated  with  any  one  or  more  historic  persons  or  events  or  with  the  architectural, 
cultural,  economic,  political  or  social  history  of  the  Town  of  Leverett,  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and/or  the  United  States  of  America;  or  (2)  is 
historically  or  architecturally  important  by  reason  of  type,  period,  style  and  method  of 
building  or  structure  construction,  or  represents  the  work  of  a well-known  architect  or 
builder,  either  by  itself  or  in  the  context  of  a group  of  buildings  or  structures. 

i.  INSPECTOR  - A building  inspector  representing  the  Town  of  Leverett. 

j.  PREFERAJBLY  PRESERVED  BUILDING  — Any  building  or  structure  meeting  the 
above  definition  of  a historically  significant  building  or  structure,  which  is  determined, 
after  a public  hearing  by  the  Commission  and  a review  of  a demolition/removal  plan,  to 
be  significant  to  the  architectural  landscape  of  Leverett.  The  loss  of  such  building  or 
structure,  or  a portion  thereof,  by  virtue  of  significantly  meeting  one  or  more  criteria  of  a 
historically  significant  building,  would  thus  constitute  a significant  loss  to  the 
architectural  landscape. 

k.  REMOVAL  --To  transfer  a building  or  structure  from  its  existing  location. 

l.  STRUCTURE  — Any  combination  of  materials  assembled,  constructed,  erected  or 
maintained  in  a fixed  location  and  placed  permanently  or  temporarily  in  or  on  the  ground. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS  AND  STRUCTURES:  The  provisions  of  this  bylaw  shall 
apply  only  to  buildings  or  structures  meeting  one  or  more  of  the  following  conditions: 

a.  Buildings  or  structures  over  100  years  old  on  the  date  of  the  Application; 

b.  Buildings  or  structures  of  indeterminate  age; 

c.  Buildings  or  structures  placed  on  a list  filed  by  Commission  with  the  Inspector  prior  to 
the  date  of  Application,  such  buildings  or  structures  being  listed  because  they  are 
associated  with  one  or  more  significant  historic  persons  or  events. 

PROCEDURE: 

a.  Application:  Approval  from  the  Commission  is  required  before  the  Building  Inspector 
will  review  any  Demolition  Permit  Application.  An  Application  for  Demolition  Delay 
Review  must  be  obtained  and  forwarded  to  the  Commission  for  approval  before  any 
Application  for  Demolition  is  sent  to  the  Building  Inspector. 


b.  Historically  Significant  Building  determination:  Within  30  days  from  the 
Commission's  receipt  of  an  Application,  the  Commission  shall  hold  an  open  meeting  to 
hear  and  collect  information  and  evidence  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  building  or 
structure  is  historically  significant.  The  Applicant  shall  be  notified  by  mailing  notice  at 
least  seven  days  prior  to  the  open  meeting.  The  thirty-day  period  may  be  extended  by 
written  agreement  signed  by  the  Applicant  and  the  chair  of  the  Commission. 

1 . If  the  Commission  determines  that,  based  upon  available  information  and 
evidence,  the  building  or  structure  is  not  historically  significant,  or  that  the 
proposed  alterations  do  not  constitute  an  alteration  of  the  historical  significance 
of  the  building  or  structure,  the  Commission  shall  forthwith  notify  the  Applicant 
of  its  decision,  including  the  reasons  for  such  a determination,  and  the  Applicant 
may  apply  for  a Demolition  Permit. 

2.  If  the  Commission  determines  that,  based  upon  available  information  and 
evidence,  the  building  or  structure  is  historically  significant,  the  Commission 
shall  forthwith  notify  the  Applicant,  in  writing,  of  its  decision,  including  the 
reason  for  such  a determination. 

c.  Preferably  Preserved  Building  designation: 

1 . After  the  Commission's  determination  that  a building  or  structure  is 
historically  significant,  the  Applicant  shall  submit  to  the  Commission  six  copies 
of  a demolition/removal  plan  that  includes  the  following  information: 

(a)  A map  showing  the  present  location  of  the  building  or  structure  to  be 
demolished/removed  on  its  property  with  references  to  lot  lines  and 
neighboring  buildings; 

(b)  Three-inch  by  five-inch  photographs  of  all  sides  of  the  building  or 
structure;  and 

(c)  A bnef  description  identifying  the  reasons  for  the  proposed 
demolition/removal,  including  any  data  to  justify  the  need  for 
demolition/removal,  and  identifying  the  proposed  reuse  of  the  parcel  on 
which  proposed  demolition  is  located.  Any  additional  information 
addressing  the  criteria  outlined  in  Section  (4)  c.3.  herein. 

2.  Within  50  days  of  its  receipt  of  the  demolition/removal  plan,  the  Commission 
shall  hold  a public  hearing.  The  Applicant,  the  Leverett  Planning  Board,  the 
Inspector  and  all  immediate  abutters  of  the  property  where  the  building  or 
structure  is  to  be  demolished/removed  shall  be  notified  by  mailing  notice  of  the 
public  hearing  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  public  hearing. 

3.  The  Commission  shall  review  the  following  factors  when  determining  if  a 
building  or  structure  is  a Preferably  Preferred  Building: 


(a)  The  age  of  the  building  or  structure; 

(b)  The  condition  of  the  building  or  structure; 

(c)  The  historical  significance  of  the  building  or  structure; 

(d)  The  location  of  the  building  or  structure; 

(e)  The  proximity  to  other  historically  significant  buildings  or  structures; 
and 

(f)  Any  other  factor  deemed  significant  by  the  Historical  Commission. 

d.  Decision:  Within  30  days  of  the  public  hearing,  the  Commission  shall  make  a written 
decision  stating  its  reasons  for  determining  whether  or  not  the  building  is  a Preferably 
Preserved  Building. 

1 . If  the  building  is  not  determined  to  be  a Preferably  Preserved  Building,  or  if 
the  Commission  fails  to  decide  within  30  days  of  the  public  hearing  for  the 
demolition/removal  plan,  the  Commission  must  approve  the  Application  and  the 
Applicant  may  apply  for  a Demolition  Permit. 

2.  If  the  building  is  determined  to  be  a Preferably  Preserved  Building,  the 
Commission  shall  not  approve  the  Application  for  a period  of  1 8 months  from 
the  date  the  Commission  determined  that  the  building  is  preferably  preserved, 
unless  the  Commission  determines,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  eighteen-month 
period,  that: 

(a)  In  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
preserving,  restoring  or  rehabilitating  the  building;  or 

(b)  The  Commission  is  satisfied  that  the  Applicant  has  made  a bona  fide, 
reasonable  and  unsuccessful  effort  to  locate  a purchaser  for  the  building 
who  is  willing  to  preserve,  rehabilitate  or  restore  the  building;  or 


(c)  The  Applicant  has  agreed  to  accept  approval  according  to  certain 
conditions  stipulated  by  the  Commission. 

In  such  cases,  the  Commission  may  approve  the  application  and  the  Applicant  may  apply 
for  a Demolition  Permit. 

(5)  Emergency  demolition:  If  a building  or  structure  poses  an  immediate  threat  to  public 

health  or  safety  due  to  its  deteriorated  condition,  the  owner  of  such  building  may  request 
issuance  of  an  emergency  demolition  permit  from  the  Inspector,  bypassing  the  demolition 
delay  review  process  as  set  forth  in  this  bylaw.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of 
such  request  from  the  owner,  the  Inspector  shall  arrange  to  have  the  property  inspected. 
After  inspection  of  the  building  or  structure  and  consultation  with  the  Leverett  Fire  Chief 


and/or  the  Leverett  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Commission  Chair  or  designee  of  the 
Commission  Chair,  the  Inspector  shall  determine  whether  the  condition  of  the  building  or 
structure  represents  a serious  and  imminent  threat  to  public  health  and  safety,  and 
whether  there  is  any  reasonable  alternative  to  the  immediate  demolition  of  the  building  or 
structure  which  would  protect  public  health  and  safety.  Whenever  the  Inspector  issues  an 
emergency  demolition  permit  under  the  provisions  of  this  bylaw  section,  the  Inspector 
shall  prepare  and  file  a written  report  describing  the  condition  of  the  building  or  structure 
and  the  basis  of  his  decision  to  issue  an  emergency  demolition  permit  with  the 
Commission.  Nothing  in  this  bylaw  shall  be  inconsistent  with  the  procedures  for  the 
demolition  and/or  securing  of  buildings  and  structures  established  by  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  143,  Sections  6--10,  but  the  Commission  Chair  must  be  invited  to 
accompany  the  Inspector  on  any  inspections  under  this  bylaw  section. 

(6)  Noncompliance:  Anyone  who  demolishes/removes  a building  or  structure  identified  in 
Subsection  (3)  without  first  obtaining  and  complying  fully  with  the  provisions  of  a 
Demolition  Delay  Review  and  a Demolition  Permit  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  bylaw  shall  be  subject  to  a fine  of  not  more  than  SI 000.  In  addition,  the  Inspector 
shall  not  issue  a building  permit  pertaining  to  any  property  on  which  a building  or 
structure  identified  in  Subsection  (3)  has  been  demolished  for  a period  of  two  years  from 
the  date  of  demolition,  unless  a Demolition  Permit  was  obtained  and  fully  complied  with, 
except  that  the  Commission  recommend  to  the  Inspector,  after  an  open  meeting,  that  this 
penalty  be  waived. 

(7)  Severability:  In  case  any  section,  paragraph  or  part  of  this  bylaw  is  declared  invalid  or 
unconstitutional  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  every  other  section,  paragraph 
and  part  of  the  bylaw  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect. 

Betsy  Douglas  moved  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  (general 
by-laws)  by  adopting  and  adding  a new  Chapter  61,  “Demolition  Delay”  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  demolition  of  historically  significant  buildings  or  structures.  (SEE 
LANGUAGE  ABOVE). 

The  motion  by  Betsy  Douglas  was  seconded. 

(Note  error  in  wording  corrected) 

Chris  Thompson  read  a statement  in  support  of  the  motion.  Randy  Tevelde  answered  many 
questions  raised  during  the  discussion  of  the  article. 

The  motion  passed  with  52  ayes  and  12  nays. 
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Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town 
of  Leverett  (general  by-laws)  by  enacting  a new  section,  58-1,  “Stretch  Energy  Code”  to 
Chapter  58  titled  “Building  Construction”  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  design  and 
construction  of  buildings  for  the  effective  use  of  energy,  pursuant  to  Appendix  120  AA  of 
the  Massachusetts  Building  Code  780  CMR,  the  “Stretch  Energy  Code”  including 
amendments  or  modifications  thereto,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Chapter  58 

58-1  STRETCH  ENERGY  CODE 

§ 1 Definitions 
§ 2 Purpose 
§ 3 Applicability 
§ 4 Authority 
§ 5 Stretch  Code 
§ 1 Definitions 

International  Energy  Conservation  Code  (IECC)  2009  - The  International  Energy 
Conservation  Code  (IECC)  is  a building  code  created  by  the  International  Code  Council.  It  is  a 
model  code  adopted  by  many  state  and  municipal  governments  in  the  United  States  for  the 
establishment  of  minimum  design  and  construction  requirements  for  energy  efficiency. 
Commencing  July  1,  2010,  the  baseline  energy  conservation  requirements  of  the  MA  State 
Building  Code  will  default  to  IECC  2009  and  MA  amendments. 

Stretch  Energy  Code  - Codified  by  the  Board  of  Building  Regulations  and  Standards  as  780 
CMR  Appendix  120  AA,  the  Stretch  Energy  Code  is  the  International  Energy  Conservation  Code 
(IECC)  2009  with  amendments  contained  herein. 

§ 2 Purpose 

The  purpose  of  780  CMR  120. AA  is  to  provide  a more  energy  efficient  alternative  to  the  base 
energy  code  applicable  to  the  relevant  sections  of  the  building  code  for  both  new  construction  and 
existing  buildings. 

§ 3 Applicability 

This  code  applies  to  residential  and  commercial  buildings.  Buildings  not  included  in  this  scope 
shall  comply  with  780  CMR  13,  34,  61,  or  93,  as  applicable. 

§ 4 Authority 

A municipality  seeking  to  ensure  that  construction  within  its  boundaries  is  designed  and  built 
above  the  energy  efficiency  requirements  of  780  CMR  may  mandate  adherence  to  this  appendix. 
780  CMR  120  AA  may  be  adopted  or  rescinded  by  any  municipality  in  the  commonwealth  in  the 
manner  prescnbed  by  law.  Updated  2/18/10 

( § 5 Stretch  Code 


♦ 


The  Stretch  Code,  as  codified  by  the  Board  of  Building  Regulations  and  Standards  as  780  CMR 
Appendix  1 20  AA,  including  any  amendments  or  modifications,  is  herein  incorporated  by 
reference  into  the  Town  of  Leverett’s  General  Bylaws,  Chapter  58. 

The  Stretch  Code  is  enforceable  by  the  building  inspector. 

Portia  Weiskel  moved  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett 
(general  by-laws)  by  enacting  a new  section,  58-1,  “Stretch  Energy  Code”  to  Chapter  58 
titled  “Building  Construction”  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  design  and  construction 
of  buildings  for  the  effective  use  of  energy,  pursuant  to  Appendix  120  AA  of  the 
Massachusetts  Building  Code  780  CMR,  the  “Stretch  Energy  Code”  including 
amendments  or  modifications  thereto.  (SEE  LANGUAGE  ABOVE) 

The  motion  by  Portia  Weiskel  was  seconded. 

Much  discussion  ensued,  and  was  finally  ended  when  Joan  Godsey  moved  the  question.  That 
motion  passed  unanimously  and  the  main  motion  was  immediately  voted.  The  motion  passed 
with  61  ayes  and  7 nays. 


* 


Minutes 


Special  Town  Meeting 
Tuesday,  January  26,  2010 
7:00  P.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Meeting  called  to  order  by  Asst.  Moderator,  Fay  Zipkowitz,  at  7:03  a quorum  being  deemed  present. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rescind  Article  4 of  the  December  10,  1984  Leverett  Town 
Meeting  which  read:  “To  empower  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend  monies  from  the  Land 
Acquisition  Fund  for  purposes  of  legal  fees  and/or  land  surveying,  but  not  for  the  purchase  of  land,  as  the 
need  arises”,  or  take  any  action  thereto. 

Motion:  (Peter)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  rescind  Article  4 of  the  December  10,  1984  Leverett  Town 
Meeting  which  read:  “To  empower  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend  monies  from  the  Land 
Acquisition  Fund  for  purposes  of  legal  fees  and/or  land  surveying,  but  not  for  the  purchase  of  land,  as  the 
need  arises”. 

A positive  vote  on  this  article  should  clear  any  so-called  cloud  over  any  legal  transactions  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  property  in  the  next  article  on  this  warrant  and  to  remove  this  restriction  from  future 
Conservation  Commission  land  acquisitions  with  funds  from  this  account.  The  Select  Board  consulted 
with  Town  Counsel  and  the  Dept,  of  Revenue  in  determining  this  course  of  action,  for  this  and  the 
following  article. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend 
$26,000.00  from  the  Conservation  Fund,  aka  Land  Acquisition  Fund,  for  the  purposes  of  purchasing 
land  on  Shutesbury  Road  for  conservation  purposes.  Said  land  being  two  undeveloped  parcels  of 
land  as  shown  on  Assessors  Map  7,  Lot  222  containing  5.6  acres,  more  or  less  and  Map  8,  Parcel  161 
containing  3.6  acres,  more  or  less,  or  take  any  action  thereto. 

Motion:  (Julie)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend 
$26,000.00  from  the  Conservation  Fund,  aka  Land  Acquisition  Fund,  for  the  purposes  of  purchasing 
land  on  Shutesbury  Road  for  conservation  purposes.  Said  land  being  two  undeveloped  parcels  of 
land  as  shown  on  Assessors  Map  7,  Lot  222  containing  5.6  acres,  more  or  less  and  Map  8,  Parcel  161 
containing  3.6  acres,  more  or  less. 

A positive  vote  on  this  article  authorizes  the  Conservation  Commission  to  spend  the  balance  of  the 
land  acquisition  account  to  purchase  the  properties  described  in  the  motion.  The  account  has  had 
appropriations  over  the  years  but  it  has  been  many  years  since  funds  have  been  expended.  Dave 
Powicki,  ConCom  Chair  will  talk  more  about  this  acquisition. 

The  question  was  asked  if  the  land  was  buildable  to  which  David  Powicki  answered  probably  not  it  is 
wetland  and  swampy. . . 

An  amendment  was  offered  from  Ken  Kahn  to  insert  the  word  “approximately”  before  “as  shown  on 
the  Assessors  map. . . Accepted  by  the  Select  Board. 

New  wording  reads: 

I move  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  expend  $26,000.00  from  the 
Conservation  Fund,  aka  Land  Acquisition  Fund,  for  the  purposes  of  purchasing  land  on  Shutesbury 
Q Road  for  conservation  purposes.  Said  land  being  two  undeveloped  parcels  of  land  approximately  as 
shown  on  Assessors  Map  7,  Lot  222  containing  5.6  acres,  more  or  less  and  Map  8,  Parcel  161 
containing  3.6  acres,  more  or  less. 

Carries  unanimously. 


i 


< 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrowing  or  transferring  from  available 
funds,  or  otherwise,  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $30,000.00  for  additional  drinking  well  and 
monitoring  well  water  testing  in  the  Teawaddle  Hill,  Cemetery  and  Cushman  Road  area  and  other 
work  as  required  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  as  detailed  in  a letter  to  the  Town 
dated  December  21,  2009,  or  take  any  action  thereto. 

Motion:  (Rich)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  and  amount  not  to  exceed 
$30,000.00  for  additional  drinking  well  and  monitoring  well  water  testing  in  the  Teawaddle  Hill, 
Cemetery  and  Cushman  Road  area  and  other  work  as  required  by  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Protection  as  detailed  in  a letter  to  the  Town  dated  December  21,  2009. 

DEP  is  requiring  us  to  undertake  additional  testing  on  eleven  landfill  monitoring  wells.  We  were 
formally  notified  earlier  this  month  and  are  required  to  conduct  tests  before  Feb.  1,  2010  and  submit 
them  by  March  1,  2010.  In  addition,  they  are  requiring  us  to  conduct  two  monitoring  rounds  and 
obtain  additional  groundwater  samples  from  seven  private  drinking  water  wells  in  this  area.  We  are 
required  to  conduct  one  monitoring  round  on  one  additional  residence.  The  first  private  well  testing 
and  submission  of  results  have  the  same  Feb. /March  timetable  as  just  described  and  the  second 
round  must  be  performed  by  June  1,  2010  with  results  submitted  to  DEP  by  July  1.  The  December 
21,  2009  letter  from  DEP  goes  into  great  detail  about  the  above  and  additional  monitoring  and 
testing  including  the  type  of  tests,  the  location  of  tests  and  deadlines  for  performance  and  submission 
of  results.  The  letter  is  available  for  public  inspection,  upon  request. 

This  article  prompted  much  discussion  and  a sense  of  the  meeting  that  the  Well  Committee  should  be 
conducting  a wider  investigation  of  claims  from  DEP.  Peter  Reich  offered  to  be  added  to  the  Well 
Committee.  Lisa  will  get  contact  info  from  the  members  and  set  up  a meeting  date. 

Carries. 

Meeting  adjourned:  8:08  PM 

Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford 
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WARRANT 


Town  of  Leverett 
FY  2010  Special  Town  Meeting 
Tuesday,  October  20,  2009 
7:00  P.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 

Franklin,  SS. 

To  One  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings:  • /| ' Cyb 


*NV 


O 


vcA'X" 


available  funds,  or 


^c<v'v 

i°  Y 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  auditorium,  on  Tuesday  the  20 h of  October 
2009,  at  7:00  in  the  evening  (7:00  p.m.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

, ’’i;  . • 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrowing  or  transferring  : 
otherwise,  and  appropriate,  a sum  not  to  exceed  $5000.00,  for  the  costs  of  consulting  services  and  audits,  plans, 
documents,  cost  estimates,  bidding  services  and  related  expenses  incidental  thereto  of  making  energy  and 
similar  improvements  to  town  owned  buildings,  said  sum  to  be  expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Select  Board  and  to  apply  for  a grant  or  grants,  to  be  used  to  defray  the  cost  of  all,  or  any  part  of,  said  energy 
and  similar  improvements;  and  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  any  and  all  contracts  and  agreements 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  Article.,  or  talce-any~othei  actio ir  vv  i h-respect-t-hereto. — 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrowing  or  transferring  horn  available  funds,  or 
otherwise,  and  appropriate,  the  sum  of  $33,000.00,  in  addition  to  the  $10,000  appropriated  in  Article  8 of 
^he  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  April  25,  2009  (for  a total  of  $43,000)  to  pay  for  a solution  to  the  water 
quality  problems  at  7 Cushman  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


~]7aC  \\  W'  pvA  JLA  mil Jdtef  x ^ 

Ann  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the  Town 

Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at 
Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  5th  day  of  October,  2009. 


(JCjo-vvjj  A dv 


A true  copy  I attest: 

Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


1 have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


Date: 


Constable: 


« 


Special  Town  Meeting 
October  20,  2009 
Minutes 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:07  PM  by  moderator,  Gary  Gruber  who 
deemed  a quorum  present. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrowing  or  transferring  from 
available  funds,  or  otherwise,  and  appropriate,  a sum  not  to  exceed  $5000.00,  for  the 
costs  of  consulting  services  and  audits,  plans,  documents,  cost  estimates,  bidding 
services  and  related  expenses  incidental  thereto  of  making  energy  and  similar 
improvements  to  town  owned  buildings,  said  sum  to  be  expended  by  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Select  Board  and  to  apply  for  a grant  or  grants,  to  be  used  to  defray  the 
cost  of  all,  or  any  part  of,  said  energy  and  similar  improvements;  and  to  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  enter  into  any  and  all  contracts  and  agreements  as  may  be  necessary7  to 
carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  Article,  or  take  any  other  action  with  respect  thereto. 

Motion:  (Peter  d’Errico)  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  stabilization  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  $5000.00,  for  the  costs  of  consulting  sendees  and  audits,  plans, 
documents,  cost  estimates,  bidding  sendees  and  related  expenses  incidental  thereto  of 
making  energy  and  similar  improvements  to  town  owned  buildings,  said  sum  to  be 
expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Select  Board  and  to  apply  for  a grant  or 
grants,  to  be  used  to  defray  the  cost  of  all,  or  any  part  of,  said  energy  and  similar 
improvements;  and  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  any  and  all  contracts  and 
agreements  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  Article. 

Seconded. 

Peter  answered  questions. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  by  borrowing  or  transferring 
from  available  funds,  or  otherwise,  and  appropriate,  the  sum  of  $33,000.00,  in 
addition  to  the  $10,000  appropriated  in  Article  8 of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of 
April  25,  2009  (for  a total  of  $43,000)  to  pay  for  a solution  to  the  water  quality 
problems  at  7 Cushman  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  (Rich  Brazeau)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  stabilization  the  sum 
of  $33,000.00,  in  addition  to  the  $10,000  appropriated  in  Article  8 of  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  of  April  25,  2009  (for  a total  of  $43,000)  to  pay  for  a solution  to  the  water 
quality  problems  at  7 Cushman  Road. 

Seconded. 

Rich  explained  the  situation  with  DEP  and  the  water  quality  issues  around  the  landfill. 
He  described  that  a road  had  to  be  built  to  access  the  property  where  the  well  will  be 
drilled.  The  article  also  included  money  to  grind  and  clean  up  stumps  buried  in  the  area 
as  suggested  by  DEP.  Questions  were  answered. 

Motion  carries  83  in  favor,  3 opposed. 


The  School  Committee  presented  the  latest  in  the  plan  to  regionalize  (which  is  that  there 
isn’t  a plan  to  regionalize  at  this  time...  But  future  budget  issues  at  the  state  level  may 
cause  the  regionalization  issue  to  be  readdressed). 

The  Affordable  Housing  Committee  made  a presentation  about  their  efforts  to  provide 
affordable  housing  in  Leverett. 

Meeting  adjourned:  8:55  PM 

Respectfully  submitted  by: 

Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


WARRANT 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 

FY  2010  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Saturday  April  25,  2009 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 

Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  auditorium,  on  Saturday  the  25th  of 
April,  2009,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00  A.M.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town  of  the 
District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

^Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  amendment  to  the  Leverett  zoning  by-laws  for 
Home  Occupations. 

Amend  Section  2241(e)  as  follows:  substitute  for  the  word  “no”  in  the  second  line  the  words  “not  more 
than  300  square  feet  of.” 

Add  a Section  2241.5  as  follows:  “Section  2241.5.  Small  Home  Occupations:  If  all  of  the  conditions  of 
Section  2241 . are  met  and  not  more  than  one  person  not  a member  of  the  household  shall  be  employed  on 
the  premises  in  the  home  occupation,  and  there  shall  be  no  exterior  storage,  then  the  business  or  profession 
may  be  engaged  in  as  of  right  as  an  accessory  use  of  a dwelling  by  a resident  of  the  dwelling.” 

Article  Five:  To  amend  Section  4960.  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  of  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law 
as  follows:  In  Section  4962,  line  2 after  the  word  “within,”  delete  “a  Residence  District”  and  add  “the 
Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  Overlay  Districts  as  identified  on  the  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review 
Overlay  District  map  dated  January  27,  2009.” 

In  Section  4962  remove  all  language  in  line  6 beginning  with  “at  an  elevation”  through  and  including 
language  “parcel(s)  abuts,”  in  line  13. 

In  Section  4962.1,  line  2,  remove  the  word  “such”  and  add  the  word  “public”  in  its  place. 

In  Section  4964.6,  line  7,  delete  the  word  “minimum”  and  after  the  words  “scale  of’  add  the  words  “1”=40 
^Ifeet.  In  line  8 delete  the  word  “200’  ’’and  add  “unless  the  Planning  Board  requests  a scale  of  1”=  20  feet  if 
needed  to  determine  that  all  requirements  are  met.” 

In  Section  4965.1,  line  2,  after  the  words  “larger  and”  add  the  word  “minimize.” 
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In  Section  4965.5  after  the  words  "Locate  principal  structures,  to  the"  add  the  word  "maximum." 

The  entire  article,  available  at  the  side  table,  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $12,000  to  repair  and 
replace  the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall  and  to  undertake  any  other  repairs  and  projects  needed  at  the  Town 
Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $30,000  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Road  Bridge,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  pay  for  a 
solution  to  the  water  quality  problems  at  7 Cushman  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8,972.60  to  reimburse 
the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1 ,425  in  the  FY  2009 
Fire  Department  Expense  Account  to  reimburse  the  Fire  Department  for  funds  received  for  new  pagers,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $81,580  from  Free  Cash  into  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $58,248.37  from  Free  Cash  into  the 
FY  2009  Winter  Maintenance  Accounts  to  cover  deficits  incurred,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $80,000  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2010  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,318.10  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $15,318.10  for  historic  resources;  $15,318.10  for  community  housing;  and  $105,226.74  to  the 
FY  2010  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2010  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of 
the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  consulting  fees  and  other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a 
preservation  consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board  decide  how  best  to  preserve  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto.. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Leverett  Crafts  and  Arts 
building,  located  on  a parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5,  Lot  121;  contingent  upon  receipt  by  Leverett 
Crafts  and  Arts  of  a grant  from  the  Community  Foundation  of  Western  Massachusetts;  said  restoration  to 
be  completed  in  compliance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic 
Properties;  a permanent  historic  preservation  restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical 
Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed  to  the  property;  these  funds  shall  be  at  no  interest  but  secured  by  a 
mortgage  due  in  the  event  of  casualty  loss  if  the  building  is  not  rebuilt,  or  in  the  event  the  building  is  sold 
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for  a different  use;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and 
all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 


Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  S2,000  for 
consulting  fees  and  other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a preservation  consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board 
decide  how  best  to  preserve  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  the  Selectboard  as  the  Trench  Permitting 
Authority  under  MGL  Chapter  82A,  Section  2,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  charge  for  each  written  demand  issued  by  the  Tax 
Collector  a fee  of  $10.00  to  be  added  and  collected  as  part  of  the  tax,  as  authorized  by  MGL  Chapter  60., 
Section  15,  effective  as  of  January  1,  2010,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-one:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $632.22  from  Bond  Premiums 
reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $730.08  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest 
Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $ 409.48,  which  represents  Leveretf  s 
rshare  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance 
with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Article  Twenty-four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  'A  for  the  Fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1, 2009  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Revolving  Fund 

Who  is  Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2010 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer 
expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Town  Grounds 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Home 

Composting 

Program 

Transfer  Station 
Administrator 

Sale  of  compost 
bins  and  donations 

Home  composting  bin 
distribution  program 
expenses 

$1,000 

Article  Twenty-five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 


^ permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard 
™ to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or 
maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $4,368.85  from  the  Highway  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Article  Twenty-seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200  to 
participate  in  an  emergency  notification  system,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-eight: (2>y  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto: 

Whereas  the  current  bylaws  for  wireless  telecommunication  towers  in  Leverett  were  created  before  the 
wireless  revolution.  These  bylaws  were  created  to  contain  the  visual  development  of  these  towers,  keeping 
Leveretfs  rural  character  but  making  it  difficult  and  unpleasant  for  a provider  to  put  a tower  in.  Since  that 
time,  a shift  in  telecommunications  has  occurred,  with  more  residents  requiring  the  use  of  cell  phones  and 
high-speed  internet.  As  the  infrastructure  of  phone  lines  in  many  of  the  villages  is  substandard,  and  the 
phone  company  seems  content  with  giving  high-speed  to  a minority  of  residents,  it  is  important  that  we  as  a 
community  change  parts  of  the  bylaws  [4900-4940  Telecommunication  Facilities]  so  to  allow  for  the  easy 
building  of  at  least  one  tower  in  Leverett. 


Article  Twenty-nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

WHEREAS  the  Town  of  Leverett  is  committed  to  providing  a quality  education  for  all  school-aged 
residents; 

WHEREAS  the  Education  Reform  Act  provides  for  every  student  in  the  Commonwealth  to  have  the  right 
to  a quality  education; 

WHEREAS  local  schools,  as  places  for  learning,  gathering,  and  community  events  contribute  to  the  fabric 
and  spirit  of  their  communities; 

WHEREAS  collaboration  between  local  and  regional  districts  for  transportation,  school  supplies,  heating 
fuel,  computers,  and  other  necessary  resources  leads  to  cost-savings; 

WHEREAS  consolidation  of  school  districts  at  a county  or  state  level  may  impact  class  size,  transportation 
time,  local  representation  in  district  decisions,  quality  of  education,  with  questionable  long  term  fiscal 
benefit  to  affected  districts  or  towns, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  in  support  of  its  local  schools  and  in  ensuring  the  highest 
quality  education  for  its  students,  recognizes  the  inherent  benefits  of  increased  collaboration  between  local 
school  districts  to  save  on  the  costs  of  transportation,  fuel,  heating,  supplies,  computers,  and  other  resources 
necessary  for  our  local  schools  to  function; 

AND  THAT  in  order  to  provide  the  highest  quality  education  for  its  students;  to  minimize  transportation 
time  between  home  and  school;  to  ensure  that  local  schools  remain  places  for  learning,  gathering,  and 
community  events  which  contribute  to  the  fabric  and  spirit  of  their  communities;  to  ensure  that  Leverett 
citizens,  who  take  great  pride  in  their  town's  tradition  of  supporting  high  quality  programs  in  its  schools, 
maintain  adequate  control  and  supervision  over  those  schools,  the  Town  of  Leverett  asserts  that 
undertaking  any  initiatives  to  collaborate,  consolidate,  or  otherwise  partner  with  neighboring  school 
districts  are  decisions  best  left  to  local  school  committees,  select  boards,  and  other  town  boards  impacted 
by  such  actions. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  in  response  to  concerns  from  the  Department  of  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  as  well  as  area  legislators,  and  in  pursuit  of  its  goal  of  offering  a high  quality 
education  to  its  school-aged  residents,  the  Town  of  Leverett  is  involved  simultaneously  in  two  efforts:  the 
first  is  a joint  effort  with  other  members  of  Union  28,  to  maximize  the  cost-effectiveness,  capacity,  and 
curriculum  alignment  of  Union  28  with  its  partnering  regional  school  districts,  and  the  second  is  a study  of 
the  educational,  as  well  as  fiscal,  effectiveness  of  developing  closer  educational  ties  with  the  towns  of 
Amherst,  Pelham  and  Shutesbury. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the 
Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  14th  day  of  April,  2009. 


A true  copy  I attest: 


Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


* 


SELECTBOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


1 have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


Date:  Constable: 


* 
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Annual  Town  Meeting 

Minutes 

April  25,  2009 


Leverett  Elementary  School 

9: 12  AM  Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  called  Town  Meeting  to  order,  a quorum  being  deemed  present.  A 
moment  of  silence  was  observed.  Announcements  were  made  for  the  Historical  Commission,  Tax  Relief 
Committee,  and  Energy  Committee.  A certificate  was  presented  to  Cliff  Blinn  naming  him  Honorary 
Mayor  of  Leverett.  The  Annual  Report  was  dedicated  to  the  Fire  Department  who  received  a round  of 
applause.  A motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 
Seconded. 

Gary  Gruber:  1 move  the  Town  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law 
or  Town  bylaw. 

The  following  nominations  were  made  and  uncontested;  the  Town  Clerk  cast  a ballot  for: 

Assessors:  Jim  Hicks,  2012 

Board  of  Health:  John  Hillman  and  Claudia  Philips,  2012 
Constable:  Brain  Emond,  2012 

Finance  Committee:  Greg  Woodard  and  Tom  Powers,  2012  (one  vacancy  remains) 

Assistant  Moderator:  Fay  Zipkowitz,  2010 
Planning  Board:  Van  Stoddard  and  Tom  Ewing,  2014 
School  Committee:  Kip  Fonsh  and  Pam  Stone,  2012 
Select  Board:  Julie  Shively,  2012 
y Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford,  2010 

Two  positions  for  Library  Trustees  resulted  in  three  candidates.  A ballot  was  prepared  and  polls  were 
opened  until  1 PM  with  the  following  results:  Lydia  Peterson,  99;  Rachel  Flint,  90;  and  Tina  Cohen,  28. 
Lydia  and  Rachel  will  serve  until  2012. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town  of  the 
District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Rich:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town 
of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet 
Town  expenses.  Seconded. 

Town  budget.  The  following  items  were  held  for  discussion:  police  salaries,  life  insurance,  transfer  station 
expenses,  landfill  monitoring,  highway  salaries.  After  discussion  of  held  items  a total  budget  of 
55,006,230  was  passed. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  amendment  to  the  Leverett  zoning  by-laws  for 
Home  Occupations. 

m Amend  Section  2241(e)  as  follows:  substitute  for  the  word  “no”  in  the  second  line  the  words  “not  more 
than  300  square  feet  of.” 


Add  a Section  2241.5  as  follows:  “Section  2241.5.  Small  Home  Occupations:  If  all  of  the  conditions  of 
Section  2241.  are  met  and  not  more  than  one  person  not  a member  of  the  household  shall  be  employed  on 
the  premises  in  the  home  occupation,  and  there  shall  be  no  exterior  storage,  then  the  business  or  profession 
may  be  engaged  in  as  of  right  as  an  accessory  use  of  a dwelling  by  a resident  of  the  dwelling.” 

Ken  Kahn:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  approve  amendment  to  the  Leverett  zoning  by-laws  for  Home 
Occupations.  Seconded. 

Ken  gave  a report  of  the  Planning  Board  and  a brief  explanation  of  the  relaxing  of  the  home  occupation  by- 
law. Carried  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  amend  Section  4960.  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  of  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law 
as  follows:  In  Section  4962,  line  2 after  the  word  “within,”  delete  “a  Residence  District”  and  add  “the 
Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  Overlay  Districts  as  identified  on  the  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review 
Overlay  District  map  dated  January  27,  2009.” 

In  Section  4962  remove  all  language  in  line  6 beginning  with  “at  an  elevation”  through  and  including 
language  “parcel(s)  abuts,”  in  line  13. 

In  Section  4962.1,  line  2,  remove  the  word  “such”  and  add  the  word  “public”  in  its  place. 

In  Section  4964.6,  line  7,  delete  the  word  “minimum”  and  after  the  words  “scale  of’  add  the  words  “ 1 ”=40 
feet.  In  line  8 delete  the  word  “200’  ’’and  add  “unless  the  Planning  Board  requests  a scale  of  1”=  20  feet  if 
needed  to  determine  that  all  requirements  are  met.” 

In  Section  4965.1,  line  2,  after  the  words  “larger  and”  add  the  word  “minimize.” 

In  Section  4965.5  after  the  words  “Locate  principal  structures,  to  the”  add  the  word  “maximum.” 

The  entire  article,  available  at  the  side  table,  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Ken  Kahn:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  amend  Section  4960.  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  of  the 
Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  as  follows:  In  Section  4962,  line  2 after  the  word  “within,”  delete  “a  Residence 
District”  and  add  “the  Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  Overlay  Districts  as  identified  on  the  Upper 
Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  Overlay  District  map  dated  January  27,  2009.” 

Ken  explained  that  this  change  came  at  the  request  of  the  building  inspector  to  clarify  Upper  Elevation  Site 
Plan  Review  with  a map  which  it  did  not  have  before.  This  bylaw  helped  clarify  and  adds  a map.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $12,000  to  repair  and 
replace  the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall  and  to  undertake  any  other  repairs  and  projects  needed  at  the  Town 
Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $12,000  to  repair  and  replace 
the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall  and  to  undertake  any  other  repairs  and  projects  needed  at  the  Town  Hall. 
Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $30,000  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Road  Bridge,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $30,000  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  town’s  bridge  repair  program.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  pay  for  a 
solution  to  the  water  quality  problems  at  7 Cushman  Road,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  pay  for  a solution 
to  the  water  quality  problems  at  7 Cushman  Road.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8,972.60  to  reimburse 
the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Errico:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8,972.60  to  reimburse  the 
Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1,425  in  the  FY  2009 
Fire  Department  Expense  Account  to  reimburse  the  Fire  Department  for  funds  received  for  new  pagers,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1,425  in  the  FY  2009  Fire 
Department  Expense  Account  to  reimburse  the  Fire  Department  for  funds  received  for  new  pagers. 
Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $8 1 ,580  from  Free  Cash  into  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  the  sum  of  $81,580  from  Free  Cash  into  the  Stabilization  Account 
to  fund  the  Capital  Plan.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $58,248.37  from  Free  Cash  into  the 
FY  2009  Winter  Maintenance  Accounts  to  cover  deficits  incurred,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $58,248.37  from  Free  Cash  into  the  FY  2009 
Winter  Maintenance  Accounts  to  cover  deficits  incurred.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $80,000  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $80,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  offset 
the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2010  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $ 1 5,3 1 8. 1 0 for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $ 1 5,3 1 8. 1 0 for  historic  resources;  $ 1 5,3 1 8. 1 0 for  community  housing;  and  $ 1 05,226.74  to  the 
FY  2010  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Laurel  Kahn:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2010  Community  Preservation 
Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,318.10  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational  purposes);  $15,318.10 
for  historic  resources;  $15,318.10  for  community  housing;  and  $105,226.74  to  the  FY  2010  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2010  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of 
the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

I move  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2010  Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund 
revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community 
Preservation  Committee.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  consulting  fees  and  other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a 
preservation  consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board  decide  how  best  to  preserve  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Laurel  Kahn:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  consulting  fees  and  other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a preservation 
consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board  decide  how  best  to  preserve  the  Town  Flail.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Leverett  Crafts  and  Arts 
building,  located  on  a parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5,  Lot  121;  contingent  upon  receipt  by  Leverett 
Crafts  and  Arts  of  a grant  from  the  Community  Foundation  of  Western  Massachusetts;  said  restoration  to 
be  completed  in  compliance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic 
Properties;  a permanent  historic  preservation  restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical 
Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed  to  the  property;  these  funds  shall  be  at  no  interest  but  secured  by  a 
mortgage  due  in  the  event  of  casualty  loss  if  the  building  is  not  rebuilt,  or  in  the  event  the  building  is  sold 
for  a different  use;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and 
all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Laurel  Kahn:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the  Community'  Preservation  Fund 
Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Leverett  Crafts  and  Arts  building, 
located  on  a parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5,  Lot  121;  contingent  upon  receipt  by  Leverett  Crafts  and 
Arts  of  a grant  from  the  Community  Foundation  of  Western  Massachusetts;  said  restoration  to  be 
completed  in  compliance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic 
Properties;  a permanent  historic  preservation  restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical 
Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed  to  the  property;  these  funds  shall  be  at  no  interest  but  secured  by  a 
mortgage  due  in  the  event  of  casualty  loss  if  the  building  is  not  rebuilt,  or  in  the  event  the  building  is  sold 
for  a different  use;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and 
all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions.  Seconded. 

Carol  Heim  offered  a friendly  amendment  adding,  “prior  to  the  distribution  of  funds”  after,  “deed 
to  the  property”  to  read: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $15,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance 
Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Leverett  Crafts  and  Arts  building,  located  on  a 
parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5,  Lot  121 ; contingent  upon  receipt  by  Leverett  Crafts  and  Arts  of  a grant 
from  the  Community  Foundation  of  Western  Massachusetts;  said  restoration  to  be  completed  in  compliance 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic  Properties;  a permanent  historic 
preservation  restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical  Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed 
to  the  property;  prior  to  the  distribution  of  funds,  these  funds  shall  be  at  no  interest  but  secured  by  a 
mortgage  due  in  the  event  of  casualty  loss  if  the  building  is  not  rebuilt,  or  in  the  event  the  building  is  sold 
for  a different  use;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and 
all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions.  Seconded. 
Amended  motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,000  for 
consulting  fees  and  other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a preservation  consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board 
decide  how  best  to  preserve  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  consulting  fees  and 
other  expert  advice,  such  as  that  of  a preservation  consultant,  to  help  the  Select  Board  decide  how  best  to 
preserve  the  Town  Hall.  Seconded. 

To  be  added  to  the  CPC  funds  to  hire  a preservation  consultant. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  the  Selectboard  as  the  Trench  Permitting 
Authority  under  MGL  Chapter  82A,  Section  2,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  designate  the  Selectboard  as  the  Trench  Permitting  Authority 
under  MGL  Chapter  82A,  Section  2.  Seconded. 

Peter  explained  that  the  Select  Board  has  already  designated  the  Highway  Supt.  as  their  agent. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  charge  for  each  written  demand  issued  by  the  Tax 
Collector  a fee  of  $10.00  to  be  added  and  collected  as  part  of  the  tax,  as  authorized  by  MGL  Chapter  60., 
Section  15,  effective  as  of  January  1,  2010,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  charge  for  each  written  demand  issued  by  the  Tax  Collector  a fee  of 
$ 1 0.00  to  be  added  and  collected  as  part  of  the  tax,  as  authorized  by  MGL  Chapter  60.,  Section  1 5, 
effective  as  of  January  1, 2010.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-one:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $632.22  from  Bond  Premiums 
reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $632.22  from  Bond  Premiums  reserved  to  the 
Town  Interest  Account.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $730.08  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest 
Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Errico:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $730.08  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  and 
the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest  Account. 
Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $ 409.48,  which  represents  Leverett’s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance 
with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  1 72,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  $ 409.48,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin 
County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140, 
Section  172.  Seconded. 

This  was  money  left  from  a previous  year  when  the  town  still  belonged  to  the  county  dog  licensing 
program. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  ’A  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  2009  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53 E 14  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 2009  as 
presented  in  the  accompanying  table.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Revolving  Fund 

Who  is  Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2010 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer 
expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Town  Grounds 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Home 

Composting 

Program 

Transfer  Station 
Administrator 

Sale  of  compost 
bins  and  donations 

Home  composting  bin 
distribution  program 
expenses 

$1,000 

Article  Twenty-five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard 
to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or 
maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Lyons:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance 
related  work.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  $4,368.85  from  the  Highway  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  1 move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  $4,368.85  from  the  Highway  Machinery  Account  to  the 
Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200  to 
participate  in  an  emergency  notification  system,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200  to  participate  in 
an  emergency  notification  system.  Seconded. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-eight:(2>y  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto: 

Whereas  the  current  bylaws  for  wireless  telecommunication  towers  in  Leverett  were  created  before  the 
wireless  revolution.  These  bylaws  were  created  to  contain  the  visual  development  of  these  towers,  keeping 
Leverett’ s rural  character  but  making  it  difficult  and  unpleasant  for  a provider  to  put  a tower  in.  Since  that 
time,  a shift  in  telecommunications  has  occurred,  with  more  residents  requiring  the  use  of  cell  phones  and 
high-speed  internet.  As  the  infrastructure  of  phone  lines  in  many  of  the  villages  is  substandard,  and  the 
phone  company  seems  content  with  giving  high-speed  to  a minority  of  residents,  it  is  important  that  we  as  a 
community  change  parts  of  the  bylaws  [4900-4940  Telecommunication  Facilities]  so  to  allow  for  the  easy 
building  of  at  least  one  tower  in  Leverett. 

Moved  by  Ruth  West,  petitioner.  Discussion.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

WHEREAS  the  Town  of  Leverett  is  committed  to  providing  a quality  education  for  all  school-aged 
residents; 

WHEREAS  the  Education  Reform  Act  provides  for  every  student  in  the  Commonwealth  to  have  the  right 
to  a quality  education; 


WHEREAS  local  schools,  as  places  for  learning,  gathering,  and  community  events  contribute  to  the  fabric 
and  spirit  of  their  communities; 

WHEREAS  collaboration  between  local  and  regional  districts  for  transportation,  school  supplies,  heating 
fuel,  computers,  and  other  necessary  resources  leads  to  cost-savings; 

WHEREAS  consolidation  of  school  districts  at  a county  or  state  level  may  impact  class  size,  transportation 
time,  local  representation  in  district  decisions,  quality  of  education,  with  questionable  long  term  fiscal 
benefit  to  affected  districts  or  towns, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  in  support  of  its  local  schools  and  in  ensuring  the  highest 
quality  education  for  its  students,  recognizes  the  inherent  benefits  of  increased  collaboration  between  local 
school  districts  to  save  on  the  costs  of  transportation,  fuel,  heating,  supplies,  computers,  and  other  resources 
necessary  for  our  local  schools  to  function; 

AND  THAT  in  order  to  provide  the  highest  quality  education  for  its  students;  to  minimize  transportation 
time  between  home  and  school;  to  ensure  that  local  schools  remain  places  for  learning,  gathering,  and 
community  events  which  contribute  to  the  fabric  and  spirit  of  their  communities;  to  ensure  that  Leverett 
citizens,  who  take  great  pride  in  their  town's  tradition  of  supporting  high  quality  programs  in  its  schools, 
maintain  adequate  control  and  supervision  over  those  schools,  the  Town  of  Leverett  asserts  that 
undertaking  any  initiatives  to  collaborate,  consolidate,  or  otherwise  partner  with  neighboring  school 
districts  are  decisions  best  left  to  local  school  committees,  select  boards,  and  other  town  boards  impacted 
by  such  actions. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  in  response  to  concerns  from  the  Department  of  Elementary  and 
Secondary  Education  as  well  as  area  legislators,  and  in  pursuit  of  its  goal  of  offering  a high  quality 
education  to  its  school-aged  residents,  the  Town  of  Leverett  is  involved  simultaneously  in  two  efforts:  the 
first  is  a joint  effort  with  other  members  of  Union  28,  to  maximize  the  cost-effectiveness,  capacity,  and 
curriculum  alignment  of  Union  28  with  its  partnering  regional  school  districts,  and  the  second  is  a study  of 
the  educational,  as  well  as  fiscal,  effectiveness  of  developing  closer  educational  ties  with  the  towns  of 
Amherst,  Pelham  and  Shutesbury. 

Moved  by  Farshid  Hajir,  petitioner.  Discussion.  Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  and  seconded  at  1:56  PM.  Carries  unanimously. 
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WARRANT 


TOWN  or  LEVEKETT 

FY  2009  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Saturday  April  26,  2008 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 

Franklin , SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
Leverett,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  auditorium,  on 
Saturday  the  26th  of  April,  2008,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00  A.M.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each 
member  town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional 
Agreement,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  X of  the 
Regional  Agreement  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  shift  the  cost  of 
providing  transportation  to  elementary  school  students  from  the  Regional  budget  to  the  budgets  of 
the  Elementary  school  districts  served,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

i 

Article  Tour:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  VI  of  the 
Regional  Agreement  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  read  ‘If  the  amount  of 
unencumbered  surplus  funds  of  the  district  at  the  end  of  any  fiscal  year  exceeds  5.0  percent  of  the 
budgeted  operating  and  capital  costs  for  the  succeeding  fiscal  year,  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the 
amount  of  such  excess  shall  be  applied  by  the  committee  to  reduce  the  amounts  certified  to  the 
Participating  Towns  for  such  succeeding  fiscal  year  in  accordance  with  Section  VII,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  revise  its  existing  Zoning  Bylaws  by  adopting 
changes  to  the  sections  listed  below  that  are  contained  in  the  Town  Meeting  Version  dated 
3/12/2008  and  to  adopt  a new  Official  Zoning  Map  dated  March  11,  2008,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 
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This  General  By-law  encourages  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  forest  management,  promotes  | 

agriculture -based  economic  opportunities,  and  protects  farmlands  and  managed  forests  within  the 

Town  of  Leverett  by  allowing  agricultural  uses  and  related  activities  to  function  with  minimal 

conflict  with  abutters  and  Town  agencies.  This  By-law  recognizes  that  protection  and 

improvement  of  forest  and  other  agricultural  land  preserves  our  rural  landscape,  sustains  our  local 

economy  and  provides  us  with  local  food  and  timber.  This  By-law  shall  apply  to  all  jurisdictional 

areas  within  the  Town. 

Section  2 Definitions 

The  word  "farm"  shall  include  any  parcel  of  land,  or  body  of  water  for  the  primary  purpose  of 
agriculture  or  forestry  or  accessory  thereto. 

The  words  "farming"  or  “agriculture"  or  their  derivatives  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to  the 
following: 

• farming  in  all  its  branches  and  the  cultivation  and  tillage  of  the  soil; 

• growing  and  harvesting  of  forest  products  and  the  practice  of  silviculture  upon 
forest  land; 

• dairying; 

• production,  cultivation,  growing,  and  harvesting  of  any  agricultural,  aquacultural, 
floricultural,  viticultural,  or  horticultural  commodities; 

• raising  of  livestock; 

• keeping  of  horses  as  a commercial  enterprise;  and 

• keeping  and  raising  of  poultry,  swine,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  ratites  (such  as  emus, 
ostriches  and  rheas)  and  camelids  (such  as  llamas  and  camels),  and  other 
domesticated  animals  for  food  and  other  agricultural  purposes,  including  bees. 

“Farming”’  shall  encompass  activities  including,  but  not  limited  to,  the  following: 

• operation  and  transportation  of  slow-moving  farm  equipment  over  roads  within  the 
Town; 

• control  of  pests,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  insects  , weeds,  predators  and  disease 
organisms  of  plants  and  animals; 

• composting; 

• application  of  soil  amendments  including  manure,  fertilizers  and  minerals; 

• application  of  biological  and  chemical  weed  and  pest  controls; 

• conducting  agriculture-related  educational  or  recreational  activities,  provided  that 
the  activities  are  related  to  the  farm's  operation; 

• processing  and  packaging  of  the  agricultural  output  of  the  farm  and  the  operation  of 
a farmer's  market  or  farm  stand  including  appropriate  signage; 

• maintenance,  repair,  and  storage  of  seasonal  equipment,  or  apparatus  owned  or 
leased  by  the  farm  owner  or  manager  used  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
propagation,  processing,  management,  or  sale  of  the  agricultural  and  forest 
products;  and 

• on-farm  relocation  of  earth  and  the  clearing  of  ground  for  farming  operations. 

Section  3 Right  To  Farm  Declaration 

The  Right  to  Farm  is  hereby  recognized  to  exist  within  the  Town  of  Leverett.  The  agricultural 

work  described  above  may  occur  on  holidays,  weekdays  and  weekends  by  night  or  by  day. 

Normally  accepted  agricultural  practices  sometimes  produce  incidental  and  transient  noise,  dust. 

Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant  - page  3 


Section  8 Severability'  Clause 

If  any  part  of  this  By-law  is  for  any  reason  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  invalid,  such  decision 
shall  not  affect  the  remainder  of  this  By-law.  The  Town  of  Leverett  hereby  declares  the  provisions 
of  this  By-law  to  be  severable. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

NOISE  BYLAW 

Section  1.  Excessive  Noise. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  between  the  hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  6:30  a.m. 
occupying,  having  the  charge  of,  or  being  present  in  or  about  any  building,  structure,  premises, 
shelter,  vehicle,  boat,  or  conveyance,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  Town  of  Leverett  at  any  time  to 
cause,  suffer,  allow  or  countenance  any  unnecessary  loud,  excessive  or  unusual  noise,  including 
any  such  noises  in  the  operation  of  any  radio,  phonograph  or  other  mechanical  sound-making 
device  or  instrument  or  reproducing  devices  or  instrument,  or  in  the  playing  of  any  band, 
orchestra,  musician  or  group  of  musicians,  or  in  the  use  of  any  device  to  amplify  the  aforesaid,  or 
making  of  loud  and  boisterous  shouting  or  singing  by  any  persons  or  group  of  persons  or  in  the 
use  of  any  device  to  amplify  the  aforesaid  noise,  where  such  noise  is  plainly  audible  at  a distance 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  feet  from  the  building,  structure,  premises,  shelter,  vehicle,  boat  or 
conveyance  in  which  or  from  which  it  is  produced. 

The  fact  that  the  noise  is  plainly  audible  at  said  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  feet  shall 
constitute  prima  facie  evidence  of  a violation  of  this  bylaw.  Any  person  shall  be  deemed  in 
violation  of  this  bylaw  who  shall  make,  or  aid  and  abet,  or  cause  or  suffer,  or  countenance,  or 
assist  in  the  making  of  such  noise. 

Section  2.  Exemptions. 

None  of  the  terms  of  prohibitions  of  the  previous  section  shall  apply  or  be  enforced  against: 

a)  Emergency  Vehicles.  Any  police  or  fire  vehicle  or  any  ambulance  while  engaged  in 
necessary  emergency  business. 

b)  Highway  and  Utility  Maintenance  and  Construction.  Necessary  excavation  or  repairs  of 
bridges,  streets,  highways,  or  any  public  utility  installation  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Town  or 
any  public  utility  or  any  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

c)  Public  Address.  The  reasonable  use  of  amplifiers  or  loud  speakers  for  public  addresses 
which  are  non-commercial  in  nature. 

d)  Agricultural,  farm-related,  and  forestry-related  activities  as  defined  by  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  128,  Section  1 A,  as  amended,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  the 
operation  of  farm  equipment,  sawmills,  harvesting  equipment,  noises  from  farm  animals, 
and  the  like. 

Section3.  Penalties. 

The  first  violation  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00).  A 
second  violation  of  this  bylaw  within  12  months  after  the  first  violation  shall  be  punished  by  a fine 
of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00).  Any  further  violation  within  12  months  after  such  second 
violation  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  (S3 00.00).  Each  such  violation 
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Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community 
Preservation  Act.  a property  interest  amounting  to  2 acres,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate 
SI  72,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  to  purchase  three  parcels  of  land  on  the 
west  side  of  Leverett  Pond,  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcels  shown 
as  Assessors  Map  5 A,  Lot  22,  Map  5 A,  Lot  17,  and  Map  5B,  Lot  1;  said  land  to  be  managed  and 
controlled  by  the  Selectboard;  that  the  Town  be  authorized  to  grant  a permanent  Chapter  184, 
Section  32  restriction  on  the  land;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all 
agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  to  affect  said  purchases,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $20,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and  $95,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  for  the  restoration  of  the  North  Leverett  Sawmill,  located  on  a parcel 
shown  as  Assessors  Map  1,  Lot  11;  said  restoration  to  be  completed  in  compliance  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior's  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic  Properties;  a permanent  historic 
preservation  restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical  Commission  shall  be  placed  on 
the  deed  to  the  property;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and 
execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect 
said  restrictions,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  former  Bradford  M.  Field  Memorial 
Library  building  and  the  lot  on  which  it  is  situated,  located  at  1 Shutesbury  Road  (Assessors  Map 
7,  Lot  214),  from  the  general  municipal  use  to  be  held  by  the  Selectboard  for  the  purpose  of  sale; 
and  further  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  sell  the  above  described  property  to  a non-profit 
educational  and  historical  organization  for  the  purpose  of  operating  a facility  for  collecting, 
storing,  maintaining  and  making  available  for  display  to  the  public  historical  artifacts  and  archives 
of  Leverett,  such  sale  to  take  place  within  two  years,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$40,500  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  four-wheel  drive  pick-up  with  plow  for  the  Highway 
Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$30,051  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  cruiser  for  the  Police  Department,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,650 
to  complete  front  foyer  ceiling  repair,  lighting  modifications  and  painting,  to  resurface  three 
concrete  overhangs  and  to  undertake  other  repairs  and  projects  at  the  Leverett  Elementary 
School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,540  to 
complete  computer  server  repairs  and  reconfiguration  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Article  Thirty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53EI4  to  account  for 
revenues  generated  through  the  sale  of  compost  bins  or  donations  to  the  bin  program,  such  funds 
to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Transfer  Station  Administrator.  Monies  from  the  fond  will  be  used 
to  purchase  additional  bins  and  for  other  expenses  directly  related  to  furthering  the  home 
composting  bin  distribution  program  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  Si, 000  in  Fiscal  Year 
2009,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of 
highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90) 
and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for 
highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $548.16  from  the 
Highway  Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  funds  for  engineering  work  on 
the  Bull  Hill  Road  culvert  voted  by  Article  Twelve  of  the  April  29,  2006  Annual  Town  Meeting  to 
any  expenses  involved  in  addressing  the  flooding  problems  in  the  Long  Plain  Brook  drainage  area, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirty-Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200 
to  participate  in  an  emergency  notification  system,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirty-Six:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

WFCEREAS  the  town  of  Leverett  lies  approximately  twenty  miles  to  the  southeast  of  the 
Entergy  Nuclear  corporation’s  Vermont  Yankee  nuclear  power  reactor  in  Vernon,  Vermont; 

WHEREAS  the  residents  of  Leverett  and  other  neighboring  towns  have  an  inalienable 
right  to  have  their  voices  heard  regarding  possible  threats  to  the  health,  safety,  and  general  well- 
being of  themselves,  their  property,  and  the  surrounding  environment  arising  from  the  continued 
operation  of  the  Entergy  Nuclear  reactor;  and, 

WFLEREAS  the  people  of  Leverett,  and  people  everywhere,  want  a safe,  renewable,  and 
affordable  energy  supply  for  themselves  and  future  generations; 

THEREFORE,  we  the  citizens  of  Leverett  call  for: 

1 . The  decommissioning  of  the  Entergy  Nuclear  reactor  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  its 
40-year  license  in  March  of  2012,  and  for  immediate  efforts  to  decontaminate  the  reactor  site 
employing  current  workers  at  full  pay  and  utilizing  the  safest  and  most  effective  technologies 
available; 

2.  The  development  and  implementation  of  strategies  for  full  re-employment  of  displaced 
workers  after  decontamination  operations  have  been  completed;  and, 
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And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post 
Office,  in  the  Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North 
Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said 
meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  16th  day  of  April,  2008. 


SELECTBOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


Richard  P.  Brazejlu,  Chairperson 


A true  copy  I attest: 

SAW- '/ Va/W  v 

'ALisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein:  r \ 
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Annual  Town  Meeting 

Minutes 

April  26,  2008 


Leverett  Elementary  School,  9:10  AM 

Moderator,  Gary  Gruber,  called  Annual  Town  Meeting  (the  234th)  to  order,  a quorum  being  deemed 
present.  A moment  of  silence  was  held  for  peace,  Annette  Gibavic,  new  residents  and  babies  in  town 
and  those  who  have  died  over  the  past  year,  including  former  Town  Counsel,  Michelle  Leaf  to  whom 
town  meeting  was  dedicated. 

Announcements  were  made  including  thanking  residents  for  $12,183  in  tax  relief  monies.  The 
“Rules”  of  town  meeting  were  reviewed  by  the  Moderator. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town 
bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Gary  Gruber:  I move  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods 
prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  list  of  candidates  was  read  and  nominations  taken  from  the  floor.  The  following  individuals  were 
elected  by  town  meeting  in  uncontested  races:  Board  of  Assessors,  David  Palmer  (2011);  Board  of 
Health,  Fay  Zipkowitz  (2011);  Constable,  John  Swartz  (2011);  Library  Trustees,  Chris  Condit 
and  Joan  Godsey  (2011);  Finance  Committee:  two  seats  open,  no  one  nominated;  Moderator, 
Gary  Gruber  (2011);  Assistant  Moderator,  Fay  Zipkowitz  (2009),  Planning  Board,  Ken  Kanh 
(2013);  School  Committee  Aaron  Samoza  and  Kip  Fonsh  (terms  to  be  decided  between  them); 
Select  Board,  Rich  Brazeau  (2011);  Tree  Warden,  Will  Stratford  (2009). 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member 
town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member 
town  of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2009  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement. 

Carries. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  X of  the  Regional 
Agreement  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  shift  the  cost  of  providing 
transportation  to  elementary  school  students  from  the  Regional  budget  to  the  budgets  of  the 
Elementary  school  districts  served,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  X of  the  Regional  Agreement  of 
the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  shift  the  cost  of  providing  transportation  to 
elementary  school  students  from  the  Regional  budget  to  the  budgets  of  the  Elementary  school  districts 
served. 

Carries  (after  some  discussion  about  what  the  region  would  do  if  Leverett  said  no). 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  VI  of  the  Regional 
Agreement  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  read  ‘If  the  amount  of  unencumbered 
surplus  funds  of  the  district  at  the  end  of  any  fiscal  year  exceeds  5.0  percent  of  the  budgeted  operating 
and  capital  costs  for  the  succeeding  fiscal  year,  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  such  excess 
shall  be  applied  by  the  committee  to  reduce  the  amounts  certified  to  the  Participating  Towns  for  such 
succeeding  fiscal  year  in  accordance  with  Section  VII,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Peter:  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  Section  VI  of  the  Regional 
Agreement  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  to  read  ‘If  the  amount  of  unencumbered 
surplus  funds  of  the  district  at  the  end  of  any  fiscal  year  exceeds  5.0  percent  of  the  budgeted  operating 
and  capital  costs  for  the  succeeding  fiscal  year,  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  such  excess 
shall  be  applied  by  the  committee  to  reduce  the  amounts  certified  to  the  Participating  Towns  for  such 
succeeding  fiscal  year  in  accordance  with  Section  VII. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Gary:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

The  budget  was  read  through  and  line  items  with  questions  were  held.  A hold  was  put  on  the 
Elementary  School  budget  which  was  reduced  by  $86,635,  $66,665  was  moved  to  a separate  line  item 
to  cover  transportation  and  $20,000  was  reduced  by  them  from  their  appropriation. 

The  Regional  School  budget  was  held  and  reduced  by  $32,852  which  was  transferred  to  a separate 
line  item  to  cover  transportation  costs.  The  total  Elementary  School  budget  was  $1,696,648  and  the 
Regional  School  budget  was  $1,130,933. 

The  final  budget  passed  was:  $4,921,699 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  revise  its  existing  Zoning  Bylaws  by  adopting  changes  to 
the  sections  listed  below  that  are  contained  in  the  Town  Meeting  Version  dated  3/12/2008  and  to 
adopt  a new  Official  Zoning  Map  dated  March  1 1, 2008,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

The  following  sections  of  the  Zoning  Bylaws  have  proposed  changes  or  are  new: 

Section  2100  Districts 
Section  2200  Use  Regulations 
Section  2340  Dimensional  Schedule 
Section  3410  Erosion  Control 
Section  3900  Site  Plan  Review 
Section  4800  Flexible  Development 
Section  4880  Residential  Subdivision  Development 
The  complete  text  of  the  proposed  revisions  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws  and  Official  Zoning  Map  are 
available  from  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  Town  Hall  during  regular  business  hours. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  revise  its  existing  Zoning  Bylaws  by  adopting  changes 
to  the  sections  listed  below  that  are  contained  in  the  Town  Meeting  Version  dated  3/12/2008  and  to 
adopt  a new  Official  Zoning  Map  dated  March  1 1,  2008. 

Jeff  gave  an  oral  report  to  Town  Meeting  about  the  last  year’s  activities  leading  up  to  the  proposed 
new  bylaws.  Steve  Freedman  made  a presentation  of  the  new  bylaws  aided  by  overheads  of  the  old 
vs.  new  bylaws  and  how  they  would  change  development.  Discussion  went  on  for  1 '/2  hours  before 
the  question  was  finally  called.  Motion  to  call  the  question  passed.  Final  vote  on  original  bylaw 
carries  150  in  favor,  33  against. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  update  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as  outlined 
below,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Chapter  1 General  Provisions 
Article  1-2  Amendments. 

Change 

from  “these  bylaws  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed  at  any  Town  Meeting  by  a majority 
vote  of  those  present  and  voting,  provided  that  an  appropriate  Article  or  Articles  have 
been  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  such  meeting  and  that  a public  hearing,  after  having 
been  announced  once  each  week  for  two  (2)  successive  weeks  in  a newspaper  of 


general  circulation,  for  any  proposed  changes  has  been  conducted  at  least  thirty  (30) 
days  prior  to  such  town  meeting.” 

to  “these  bylaws  may  be  altered,  amended,  added  to,  or  repealed  at  any  Town  Meeting  by  a 
majority  vote  of  those  present  and  voting,  provided  that  an  appropriate  Article  or 
Articles  have  been  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  such  meeting  and  that  a public  hearing, 
after  having  been  announced  once  each  week  for  two  (2)  successive  weeks  in  a 
newspaper  of  general  circulation,  for  any  proposed  changes  has  been  conducted  at 
least  fourteen  (14)  days  prior  to  such  town  meeting.  This  provision  for  amending 
the  Town  of  Leverett  Bylaws  is  intended  to  require  a public  hearing  for  the 
alteration,  adoption,  amendment,  or  repeal  of  a local  bylaw  when  such  hearing 
is  not  otherwise  required  by  the  Mass.  General  Laws.” 

And 

Rich:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  by  remove  the  following  wording:  Chapter  34: 
Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Committee  (which  has  not  been  in  existence  for  years). 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto: 

RIGHT  TO  FARM  BY-LAW 
Section  1 Legislative  Purpose  and  Intent 

The  purpose  and  intent  of  this  By-law  is  to  state  with  emphasis  the  Right  to  Farm  accorded  to  all 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  under  Article  97,  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  state  statutes  and 
regulations  thereunder  including  but  not  limited  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  40A,  Section 
3,  Paragraph  1;  Chapter  90,  Section  9,  Chapter  111,  Section  125  A and  Chapter  128  Section  1 A.  We, 
the  citizens  of  Leverett,  restate  and  republish  these  rights  pursuant  to  the  Town’s  authority  conferred 
by  Article  89  of  the  Articles  of  Amendment  of  the  Massachusetts  Constitution,  (“Home  Rule 
Amendment”). 

This  General  By-law  encourages  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  forest  management,  promotes 
agriculture-based  economic  opportunities,  and  protects  farmlands  and  managed  forests  within  the 
Town  of  Leverett  by  allowing  agricultural  uses  and  related  activities  to  function  with  minimal  conflict 
with  abutters  and  Town  agencies.  This  By-law  recognizes  that  protection  and  improvement  of  forest 
and  other  agricultural  land  preserves  our  rural  landscape,  sustains  our  local  economy  and  provides  us 
with  local  food  and  timber.  This  By-law  shall  apply  to  all  jurisdictional  areas  within  the  Town. 

Section  2 Definitions 

The  word  "farm"  shall  include  any  parcel  of  land,  or  body  of  water  for  the  primary  purpose  of 
agriculture  or  forestry  or  accessory  thereto. 

The  words  "farming"  or  “agriculture"  or  their  derivatives  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to  the 
following: 

• farming  in  all  its  branches  and  the  cultivation  and  tillage  of  the  soil; 

• growing  and  harvesting  of  forest  products  and  the  practice  of  silviculture  upon  forest 
land; 

• dairying; 

• production,  cultivation,  growing,  and  harvesting  of  any  agricultural,  aquacultural, 
floricultural,  viticultural,  or  horticultural  commodities; 

• raising  of  livestock; 

• keeping  of  horses  as  a commercial  enterprise;  and 


• keeping  and  raising  of  poultry,  swine,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  ratites  (such  as  emus, 
ostriches  and  rheas)  and  camelids  (such  as  llamas  and  camels),  and  other 
domesticated  animals  for  food  and  other  agricultural  purposes,  including  bees. 

“Farming”  shall  encompass  activities  including,  but  not  limited  to,  the  following: 

• operation  and  transportation  of  slow-moving  farm  equipment  over  roads  within  the 
Town; 

• control  of  pests,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  insects  , weeds,  predators  and  disease 
organisms  of  plants  and  animals; 

• composting; 

• application  of  soil  amendments  including  manure,  fertilizers  and  minerals; 

• application  of  biological  and  chemical  weed  and  pest  controls; 

• conducting  agriculture-related  educational  or  recreational  activities,  provided  that  the 
activities  are  related  to  the  farm's  operation; 

• processing  and  packaging  of  the  agricultural  output  of  the  farm  and  the  operation  of  a 
farmer's  market  or  farm  stand  including  appropriate  signage; 

• maintenance,  repair,  and  storage  of  seasonal  equipment,  or  apparatus  owned  or  leased 
by  the  farm  owner  or  manager  used  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  propagation, 
processing,  management,  or  sale  of  the  agricultural  and  forest  products;  and 

• on-farm  relocation  of  earth  and  the  clearing  of  ground  for  farming  operations. 

Section  3 Right  To  Farm  Declaration 

The  Right  to  Farm  is  hereby  recognized  to  exist  within  the  Town  of  Leverett.  The  agricultural  work 
described  above  may  occur  on  holidays,  weekdays  and  weekends  by  night  or  by  day.  Normally 
accepted  agricultural  practices  sometimes  produce  incidental  and  transient  noise,  dust,  odor  and/or  an 
occasional  slow-moving  vehicle.  While  annoying,  these  side  effects  are  outweighed  by  the  multiple 
benefits  that  agriculture  brings  to  a town:  No  farms,  no  food;  no  local  farms,  no  local  food;  no  local 
forestry,  no  local  timber  products.  In  addition  to  strengthening  the  local  food,  local  products  and 
local  jobs  movements,  the  continuing  practice  of  agriculture  in  Leverett  will  contribute  directly  and 
substantially  to  the  preservation  of  open  space  and  diverse  habitat  and  landscapes  that  townspeople 
have  repeatedly  and  enthusiastically  supported  in  surveys  and  long  term  plans  for  the  Town’s  future. 
Beyond  these  local  benefits,  responsible  agricultural/forestry  management  practices  play  a substantial 
role  in  offsetting  the  destruction  of  the  natural  environment  associated  with  the  global  warming  crisis 
The  benefits  and  protections  of  this  By-law  are  intended  to  apply  exclusively  to  those  agricultural  and 
farming  operations  and  activities  conducted  in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  agricultural 
practices. 

Section  5 Limitations 

Nothing  in  this  Right  to  Farm  By-law  shall  supersede  or  impose  any  additional  regulations  different 
from  those  existing  through  state  or  federal  land  use  regulations,  including  but  not  limited  to  the 
Massachusetts  Wetlands  Protection  Act,  the  Massachusetts  Forest  Cutting  Practices  Act,  the 
Massachusetts  Endangered  Species  Act  and  any  other  town  bylaw  or  regulation,  including  but  not 
limited  to  Leverett  zoning  laws,  subdivision  regulations  and  conservation  restrictions  and  including 
Board  of  Flealth  regulations  and  bylaws.  The  Massachusetts  Wetland  Protection  Act  (310  CMR  10) 
contains  a number  of  restrictions  on  farming  activities  in  or  near  wetland  resources. 

The  Act  contains  certain  exemptions  for  land  presently  and  primarily  used  in  producing  agricultural 
commodities  for  commercial  purposes.  The  Leverett  Conservation  Commission  is  charged  with  local 
enforcement  of  this  Act. 


Section  6 Disclosure  Notification 


Any  real  estate  agent  or  private  seller  offering  property  in  Leverett  for  sale  or  for  lease  must  provide  a 
copy  of  this  By-law  to  any  potential  buyer  or  lease  holder  before  any  purchase  and  sales  or  lease-hold 
agreement  is  signed. 

The  Town  Clerk  shall  annually  notify  residents  of  the  substance  of  this  By-law. 

Section  7 Resolution  of  Disputes 

Any  person  who  seeks  to  complain  about  the  operation  of  a farm  or  managed  forest  may, 
notwithstanding  pursuing  any  other  available  remedy,  file  a grievance  with  the  Select  Board,  the 
Zoning  Enforcement  Officer,  the  Conservation  Commission  or  the  Board  of  Health,  depending  upon 
the  nature  of  the  grievance.  The  filing  of  the  grievance  does  not  suspend  the  time  within  which  to 
pursue  any  other  available  remedies  that  the  aggrieved  may  have.  The  Select  Board,  Zoning 
Enforcement  Officer  or  Conservation  Commission  may  forward  a copy  of  the  grievance  to  the 
Agricultural  Commission  or  its  agent,  which  shall  review  and  facilitate  the  resolution  of  the 
grievance,  and  report  its  recommendations  to  the  referring  Town  authority  within  an  agreed  upon  time 
frame. 

The  Board  of  Health,  except  in  cases  of  imminent  danger  or  public  health  risk,  may  forward  a copy  of 
the  grievance  to  the  Agricultural  Commission  or  its  agent,  which  shall  review  and  facilitate  the 
resolution  of  the  grievance,  and  report  its  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Health  within  an  agreed 
upon  time  frame. 

Section  8 Severability  Clause 

If  any  part  of  this  By-law  is  for  any  reason  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  invalid,  such  decision  shall 
not  affect  the  remainder  of  this  By-law.  The  Town  of  Leverett  hereby  declares  the  provisions  of  this 
By-law  to  be  severable. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw: 

Motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  bylaw,  motion  carries. 

Jill  Horton-Lyons  answered  questions. 

Carries. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto: 

NOISE  BYLAW 

Section  1 . Excessive  Noise. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  between  the  hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  6:30  a.m. 
occupying,  having  the  charge  of,  or  being  present  in  or  about  any  building,  structure,  premises, 
shelter,  vehicle,  boat,  or  conveyance,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  Town  of  Leverett  at  any  time  to 
cause,  suffer,  allow  or  countenance  any  unnecessary  loud,  excessive  or  unusual  noise,  including  any 
such  noises  in  the  operation  of  any  radio,  phonograph  or  other  mechanical  sound-making  device  or 
instrument  or  reproducing  devices  or  instrument,  or  in  the  playing  of  any  band,  orchestra,  musician  or 
group  of  musicians,  or  in  the  use  of  any  device  to  amplify  the  aforesaid,  or  making  of  loud  and 
boisterous  shouting  or  singing  by  any  persons  or  group  of  persons  or  in  the  use  of  any  device  to 
amplify  the  aforesaid  noise,  where  such  noise  is  plainly  audible  at  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
(150)  feet  from  the  building,  structure,  premises,  shelter,  vehicle,  boat  or  conveyance  in  which  or 
from  which  it  is  produced. 

The  fact  that  the  noise  is  plainly  audible  at  said  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  feet  shall 
constitute  prima  facie  evidence  of  a violation  of  this  bylaw.  Any  person  shall  be  deemed  in  violation 
of  this  bylaw  who  shall  make,  or  aid  and  abet,  or  cause  or  suffer,  or  countenance,  or  assist  in  the 
making  of  such  noise. 


Section  2.  Exemptions. 


None  of  the  terms  of  prohibitions  of  the  previous  section  shall  apply  or  be  enforced  against: 

a)  Emergency  Vehicles.  Any  police  or  fire  vehicle  or  any  ambulance  while  engaged  in 
necessary  emergency  business. 

b)  Highway  and  Utility  Maintenance  and  Construction.  Necessary  excavation  or  repairs  of 
bridges,  streets,  highways,  or  any  public  utility  installation  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Town  or 
any  public  utility  or  any  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

c)  Public  Address.  The  reasonable  use  of  amplifiers  or  loud  speakers  for  public  addresses  which 
are  non-commercial  in  nature. 

d)  Agricultural,  farm-related,  and  forestry-related  activities  as  defined  by  Massachusetts  General 
Laws  Chapter  128,  Section  1A,  as  amended,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  the  operation  of 
farm  equipment,  sawmills,  harvesting  equipment,  noises  from  farm  animals,  and  the  like. 

Section  3.  Penalties. 

The  first  violation  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  ($  1 00.00).  A 
second  violation  of  this  bylaw  within  12  months  after  the  first  violation  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of 
two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00).  Any  further  violation  within  12  months  after  such  second  violation 
shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300.00).  Each  such  violation  which  continues 
or  is  repeated  within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  after  issuance  of  a written  notice  of  violation  of  this 
bylaw  shall  constitute  a separate  offense  and  shall  be  prosecuted  as  such.  If  a violation  occurs  on  the 
premises  of  rental  property,  the  owner  must  be  notified  in  writing  that  the  violation  has  occurred.  For 
any  violation  within  six  (6)  months  thereafter  at  the  same  premises,  said  owner  shall  be  considered  to 
have  aided  and  abetted,  or  caused  or  suffered,  or  countenanced,  or  assisted  in  the  making  of  such 
noise. 

Section  4.  Other  Remedies. 

a)  If  a person  responsible  for  a violation  of  this  bylaw  cannot  be  identified  and  apprehended,  the 
person(s)  in  lawful  custody  or  control  of  the  premises  of  the  violation,  including  but  not 
limited  to  the  owner,  lessee  or  occupant  of  the  property  on  which  the  activity  is  located,  shall 
be  deemed  responsible  for  the  violation. 

b)  Any  person  responsible  for  an  activity  that  violates  this  bylaw  may  be  arrested  without  a 
warrant,  provided  that  the  violation  occurs  in  the  presence  or  view  of  any  officer  authorized 
to  serve  criminal  process. 

Section  5.  Enforcement 

The  Police  Department  has  the  authority  to  enforce  this  bylaw. 

Section  6.  Severability. 

If  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  otherwise  invalid  by  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  bylaw  shall  not  be  invalidated. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw:  Motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading 
carries. 

Much  discussion  on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

Amendment:  (offered  by  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore):  To  be  inserted  as  the  first  line  of  section  3: 
PENALTIES:  If  the  aggrieved  has  made  a good  will  attempt  to  talk  to  the  offending  resident 
the  aggrieved  will  report  to  the  Select  Board  who  will  notify  the  offender  in  writing  that  the 
next  violation  will  be  punishable  with  a fine  of  $100. 

Amendment  carries. 

Bylaw  carries. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2009  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,01 1.24  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $15,01 1.24  for  historic  resources;  $15,01 1.24  for  community  housing;  and  $103,078.71  to 
the  FY  2009  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2009  Community  Preservation 
Annual  Fund  revenues:  $15,01 1.24  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational  purposes); 

$15,01 1.24  for  historic  resources;  $15,01 1.24  for  community  housing;  and  $103,078.71  to  the  FY 
2009  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Carries. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2009  Community 
Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal 
expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2009  Community  Preservation 
Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the 
Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Carries. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $62,560.35  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Community  Housing  and  $15,01 1.24  reserved  in  FY  2009 
for  Community  Housing  revenues  to  the  Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund  that  was  created  by 
the  November  13,  2007  Special  Town  Meeting,  or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $62,560.35  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Balance  Reserved  for  Community  Housing  and  $15,01 1.24  reserved  in  FY  2009  for  Community 
Housing  revenues  to  the  Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund  that  was  created  by  the  November 
13,  2007  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Carries. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community  Preservation 
Act,  a property  interest  amounting  to  13.13  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $21,000 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  purposes  to  purchase  said 
land  on  Brushy  Mountain,  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcel  shown  as 
Assessors  Map  8,  Lot  3;  said  land  to  be  known  as  the  Stetson  Adams  Memorial  Woodland  on  Brushy 
Mountain  and  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Conservation  Commission;  that  the  Town  be 
authorized  to  grant  a permanent  Chapter  184,  Section  32  conservation  restriction  on  the  land;  and  that 
the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may 
be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  purchase,  or  take  any  other  action 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  a property 
interest  amounting  to  13.13  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $21,000  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  purposes  to  purchase  said  land  on 
Brushy  Mountain,  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcel  shown  as  Assessors 
Map  8,  Lot  3;  said  land  to  be  known  as  the  Stetson  Adams  Memorial  Woodland  on  Brushy  Mountain 
and  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Conservation  Commission;  that  the  Town  be  authorized  to 
grant  a permanent  Chapter  184,  Section  32  conservation  restriction  on  the  land;  and  that  the 
Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be 
necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  purchase. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community  Preservation 
Act,  a property  interest  amounting  to  2 acres,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $172,000  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  to  purchase  three  parcels  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Leverett 
Pond,  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcels  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5A,  Lot 
22,  Map  5A,  Lot  17,  and  Map  5B,  Lot  1;  said  land  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard; 
that  the  Town  be  authorized  to  grant  a permanent  Chapter  1 84,  Section  32  restriction  on  the  land;  and 
that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as 
may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchases,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  a property 
interest  amounting  to  2 acres,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $172,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  to  purchase  three  parcels  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Leverett  Pond,  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcels  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5A,  Lot  22,  Map 
5 A,  Lot  17,  and  Map  5B,  Lot  1;  said  land  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard;  that  the 
Town  be  authorized  to  grant  a permanent  Chapter  1 84,  Section  32  restriction  on  the  land;  and  that  the 
Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be 
necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchases. 

Rich  answered  questions  related  to  this  article. 

The  land  was  offered  by  two  different  parties,  one  asking  $45,000  for  a piece,  which  was  quoted  by 
the  Bid.  Inspector  as  being  a building  lot  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a mobile  home  on  it  thus 
grandfathering  it  as  a building  lot.  The  other  pieces  were  appraised  by  the  Town  at  $14,000,  the 
owners  were  asking  for  $125,000  for  the  two  parcels.  Much  discussion. 

Amendment:  To  separate  the  article  and  offer  the  $45,000  for  the  Fidnick/Booth  piece  and 
$25,000  for  the  Corcoran  piece  with  $2,000  for  legal  fees. 

Amendment  carries. 

New  motion:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  acquire,  pursuant  to  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  a 
property  interest  amounting  to  2 acres,  more  or  less,  and  to  appropriate  $72,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  to  purchase  three  parcels  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  Leverett  Pond,  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcels  shown  as  Assessors  Map  5A,  Lot  22,  Map 
5 A,  Lot  17  (offer  of  $25,000  to  Corcoran)  and  Map  5B,  Lot  1 (offer  of  $45,000  to  Fidnick/Booth); 
said  land  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard;  that  the  Town  be  authorized  to  grant  a 
permanent  Chapter  184,  Section  32  restriction  on  the  land;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to 
enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the 
Town  of  Leverett  to  effect  said  purchases. 

Carries. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $20,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and  $95,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  for  the  restoration  of  the  North  Leverett  Sawmill,  located  on  a parcel 
shown  as  Assessors  Map  1,  Lot  1 1;  said  restoration  to  be  completed  in  compliance  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior’s  Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic  Properties;  a permanent  historic  preservation 
restriction  under  the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical  Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed  to  the 
property;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all 
instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $20,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and  $95,000  from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Balance  for  the  restoration  of  the  North  Leverett  Sawmill,  located  on  a parcel  shown  as  Assessors 
Map  1,  Lot  1 1;  said  restoration  to  be  completed  in  compliance  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior’s 
Standards  for  the  Treatment  of  Historic  Properties;  a permanent  historic  preservation  restriction  under 
the  control  of  the  Leverett  Historical  Commission  shall  be  placed  on  the  deed  to  the  property;  and  that 


the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may 
be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  restrictions. 

Discussion  concerning  the  historic  value  of  the  mill  to  the  town. 

Amendment:  (to  be  inserted  as  the  last  sentence  of  the  motion)  Any  such  funds  shall  be  at  no 
interest  but  secured  by  a mortgage  due  in  the  event  of  casualty  or  loss  and  the  Sawmill  is  not 
rebuilt. 

Amendment  carries. 

Original  motion  with  amendment  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  former  Bradford  M.  Field  Memorial 
Library  building  and  the  lot  on  which  it  is  situated,  located  at  1 Shutesbury  Road  (Assessors  Map  7, 
Lot  214),  from  the  general  municipal  use  to  be  held  by  the  Selectboard  for  the  purpose  of  sale;  and 
further  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  sell  the  above  described  property  to  a non-profit  educational 
and  historical  organization  for  the  purpose  of  operating  a facility  for  collecting,  storing,  maintaining 
and  making  available  for  display  to  the  public  historical  artifacts  and  archives  of  Leverett,  such  sale  to 
take  place  within  two  years,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  former  Bradford  M.  Field  Memorial  Library  building 
and  the  lot  on  which  it  is  situated,  located  at  1 Shutesbury  Road  (Assessors  Map  7,  Lot  214),  from  the 
general  municipal  use  to  be  held  by  the  Selectboard  for  the  purpose  of  sale;  and  further  to  authorize 
the  Selectboard  to  sell  the  above  described  property  to  a non-profit  educational  and  historical 
organization  for  the  purpose  of  operating  a facility  for  collecting,  storing,  maintaining  and  making 
available  for  display  to  the  public  historical  artifacts  and  archives  of  Leverett,  such  sale  to  take  place 
within  two  years. 

Amendment:  (to  be  inserted  as  the  last  sentence  of  the  motion)  Any  such  sale  shall  provide  that 
if  the  building  is  no  longer  used  for  such  purposes  the  Select  Board  shall  have  the  option  to 
purchase  the  building  for  the  sale  price. 

Amendment  carries. 

Original  motion  with  amendment  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$40,500  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  four-wheel  drive  pick-up  with  plow  for  the  Highway 
Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $40,500 
to  purchase  and  equip  a new  four-wheel  drive  pick-up  with  plow  for  the  Highway  Department. 
Recommended  by  the  Finance  and  Capital  Planning  Committees. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$30,051  to  purchase  and  equip  a new  cruiser  for  the  Police  Department,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $30,05 1 
to  purchase  and  equip  a new  cruiser  for  the  Police  Department. 

Finance  and  Capital  Committees  recommend. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,650  to 
complete  front  foyer  ceiling  repair,  lighting  modifications  and  painting,  to  resurface  three 
concrete  overhangs  and  to  undertake  other  repairs  and  projects  at  the  Leverett  Elementary 
School,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,650  to  complete  front 
foyer  ceiling  repair,  lighting  modifications  and  painting,  to  resurface  three  concrete  overhangs 
and  to  undertake  other  repairs  and  projects  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,540  to 
complete  computer  server  repairs  and  reconfiguration  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,540  to  complete 
computer  server  repairs  and  reconfiguration  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 
$12,000  to  repair  and  replace  the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall  and  to  undertake  any  other  repairs  and 
projects  needed  at  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter:  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $12,000  to  repair  and  replace 
the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall  and  to  undertake  any  other  repairs  and  projects  needed  at  the  Town 
Hall. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1,500 
to  clean  the  furnace  ductwork  at  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1 ,500  to  clean  the  furnace 
ductwork  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 
$2,068  to  fund  the  annual  operating  cost  for  high-speed  wireless  internet  service  at  the  Library, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  1 move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,068  to  fund  the  annual 
operating  cost  for  high-speed  wireless  internet  service  at  the  Library. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8,553.72 
to  reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8,553.72  to  reimburse  the 
Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,675.55 
for  the  FY  2008  emergency  repairs  completed  on  the  Highway  Department  Backhoe,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $4,675.55  for  the  FY  2008 
emergency  repairs  completed  on  the  Highway  Department  Backhoe. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $81,580  from  Free  Cash  into 
the  Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $81,580  from  Free  Cash  into  the  Stabilization 
Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan. 


Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $85,000  from  the 
Stabilization  Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Peter:  1 move  that  the  Town  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $85,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to 
offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments. 

Unanimous. 

Article  Twenty-Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $657.20  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $657.20  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  to 
the  Town  Interest  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $75 1 .33  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the 
School  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $75 1 .33  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  and 
the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School  Interest  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Thirty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  2008  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Revolving  Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2009 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library 

Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer 
expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library 

Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Town  Grounds 
Maintenance 

Selectboard 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Peter:  I move  that  t 

ae  Town  vote  to  reauthorize  revolving 

finds  for  certain  town  departments  under 

Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  'A  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2008  as 
presented  in  the  accompanying  table. 

Carries. 

Article  Thirty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53E'/2  to  account  for  revenues 
generated  through  the  sale  of  compost  bins  or  donations  to  the  bin  program,  such  funds  to  be  under 
the  authority  of  the  Transfer  Station  Administrator.  Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  purchase 
additional  bins  and  for  other  expenses  directly  related  to  furthering  the  home  composting  bin 
distribution  program  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $1,000  in  Fiscal  Year  2009,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53EV2  to  account  for  revenues  generated  through 
the  sale  of  compost  bins  or  donations  to  the  bin  program,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the 
Transfer  Station  Administrator.  Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  purchase  additional  bins  and 


for  other  expenses  directly  related  to  furthering  the  home  composting  bin  distribution  program  and 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $1,000  in  Fiscal  Year  2009. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $548.16  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Peter:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $548.16  from  the  Highway  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account. 

Carries  Unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  funds  for  engineering  work  on  the 
Bull  Hill  Road  culvert  voted  by  Article  Twelve  of  the  April  29,  2006  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  any 
expenses  involved  in  addressing  the  flooding  problems  in  the  Long  Plain  Brook  drainage  area,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  funds  for  engineering  work  on  the  Bull  Hill  Road 
culvert  voted  by  Article  Twelve  of  the  April  29,  2006  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  any  expenses 
involved  in  addressing  the  flooding  problems  in  the  Long  Plain  Brook  drainage  area. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200  to 
participate  in  an  emergency  notification  system,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,200  to  participate  in  an 
emergency  notification  system. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Six:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

WHEREAS  the  town  of  Leverett  lies  approximately  twenty  miles  to  the  southeast  of  the 
Entergy  Nuclear  corporation’s  Vermont  Yankee  nuclear  power  reactor  in  Vernon,  Vermont; 

WHEREAS  the  residents  of  Leverett  and  other  neighboring  towns  have  an  inalienable  right  to 
have  their  voices  heard  regarding  possible  threats  to  the  health,  safety,  and  general  well-being  of 
themselves,  their  property,  and  the  surrounding  environment  arising  from  the  continued  operation  of 
the  Entergy  Nuclear  reactor;  and, 

WHEREAS  the  people  of  Leverett,  and  people  everywhere,  want  a safe,  renewable,  and 
affordable  energy  supply  for  themselves  and  future  generations; 

THEREFORE,  we  the  citizens  of  Leverett  call  for: 


1.  The  decommissioning  of  the  Entergy  Nuclear  reactor  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  its  40- 
year  license  in  March  of  2012,  and  for  immediate  efforts  to  decontaminate  the  reactor  site  employing 
current  workers  at  full  pay  and  utilizing  the  safest  and  most  effective  technologies  available; 

2.  The  development  and  implementation  of  strategies  for  full  re-employment  of  displaced 
workers  after  decontamination  operations  have  been  completed;  and, 

3.  Immediate  efforts  to  replace  the  electricity  now  provided  by  the  Entergy  Nuclear  reactor 
with  a combination  of  energy  conservation  and  efficiency  measures  and  sustainable  sources  of  power 
that  are  safe,  renewable,  and  affordable,  and  that  provide  safe  jobs  at  livable  wages. 

We  further  direct  the  Leverett  town  clerk,  upon  passage  of  this  resolution,  to  send  copies  to 
Leverett’s  state  representative,  state  senator,  congressional  representative,  U.S.  senators,  the  governor 
of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Vermont  Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  Governor,  with  an 
accompanying  cover  letter  stating  that  this  resolution  was  passed  on  (date)  by  the  residents  of 
Leverett  at  their  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Presented  by  Jim  Perkins,  motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  article  carries. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Seven:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Resolution  Urging  Direct  U.  S.  Diplomacy  With  Iran  and 
Requesting  Leadership  Against  any  Military  Action  Towards  Iran 

Whereas,  plans  for  a major  bombing  campaign  have  already  been  drawn  up  by  the  U.  S.  Strategic  Air 
Command  under  the  Bush  Administration’s  direction;  and, 

Whereas,  active  duty  and  retired  generals  and  admirals  have  told  the  Administration  that  a bombing 
campaign  could  lead  to  serious  economic,  political,  and  military  consequences  for  the  United 
States;  and, 

Whereas,  a U.  S.  bombing  campaign  would  result  in  the  deaths  of  thousands  of  innocent  civilians  and 
would  have  devastating  consequences  for  the  environment;  and, 

Whereas,  the  United  Nations’  Atomic  Energy  Agency  and  the  top  U.  S.  intelligence  agencies  agree 
that  Iran  does  not  at  the  present  have  an  active  nuclear  weapons  program;  and, 

Whereas,  for  psychological,  moral,  and  financial  reasons,  the  United  States  must  forego  their  reliance 
on  war  as  a principal  means  of  foreign  policy, 

Now,  Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  the  Town  of  Leverett,  acting  through  its  annual  2008  Town 
Meeting,  calls  upon  our  representatives  in  Congress  to  take  the  lead  in  actively: 

(1)  Promoting  direct  negotiations  between  the  U.  S.  and  Iran; 

(2)  Preventing,  by  its  sole  powers  to  wage  war,  any  unilateral  attack  on  Iran; 

(3)  Urging  Iran  to  allow  open  international  inspections  of  its  nuclear  program. 

(4)  Urging  Iran  not  to  initiate  a program  to  develop  nuclear  weapons 

(5)  Insuring  that  information  provided  by  this  administration  on  the  Iranian  nuclear 

issue  is  accurate, 

And,  upon  passage,  directs  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to  Senators  Kennedy  and 
Kerry,  and  Congressman  Olver. 

(Presented  by  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore,  motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  article  carries.) 
Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  seconded  and  carries,  3:40  pm. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Special  Town  Meeting 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
Leverett,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  2007  at  7:00  in  the 
EVENING  (7:00  p.m.)  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44, 
Section  53C  regarding  the  creation  of  a municipal  affordable  housing  trust  fund,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto: 

Chapter  12.  Town  of  Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund 
§12-1.  Authority /Establishment/Purpose: 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  of  Chapter  44,  Section  55C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  there  is 
hereby  created  a local  municipal  affordable  housing  trust  fund  to  be  known  as  the  Leverett 
Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund  (hereinafter  "Trust  Fund").  The  purpose  of  the  Trust  Fund  shall  be 
to  provide  for  the  creation  and  preservation  of  affordable  housing  in  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  low 
and  moderate  income  households,  including  seniors. 

The  Trust  will  work  with  the  Selectboard,  other  town  committees  and  boards,  and  regional  and  state 
agencies  as  warranted  to  determine  the  town’s  best  avenues  for  providing  affordable,  community- 
supported  senior  and  family  housing.  The  Trust  is  to  be  the  catalyst  for  new  affordable  housing. 
The  focus  will  be  on  four  clear  needs  for  affordable  housing  in  Leverett:  affordable  housing  for 
seniors;  affordable  housing  for  Leverett  families;  affordable  housing  for  Leverett  town  employees; 
and  sustaining  an  economic  mix  in  town. 

§12-2.  Composition. 

There  shall  be  a Board  of  Trustees  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  and  not  more  than  nine  Trustees 
appointed  by  the  Selectboard.  At  least  one  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  a member  of  the  Selectboard, 
who  shall  serve  as  the  representative  of  the  Selectboard.  Trustees  shall  be  residents  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett.  In  making  appointments,  the  Selectboard  shall  endeavor  to  provide  a broad-based 
membership. 


§12-3.  Term  of  Office. 

The  Trustees  shall  be  appointed  for  two  (2)  year  terms. 

Initially,  a minimum  of  two  of  the  Trustee  appointments  shall  be  for  a term  of  one  (1)  year.  These 
Trustees  may  be  re-appointed  for  two  year  terms. 

§12-4.  Organization. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  annually  elect  one  Trustee  who  shall  serve  as  Chairperson  and  a second 
Trustee  who  shall  serve  as  Clerk. 

§12-5.  Filling  of  Vacancies. 

In  the  event  of  a vacancy  in  the  position  of  Trustee,  the  appointment  shall  be  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  original  appointment.  No  appointment  is  needed  as  long  as  there  are  five  (5) 
Trustees. 

If  any  Trustee  is  absent  from  five  (5)  consecutive  regularly  scheduled  meetings  of  the  Board,  except 
for  good  cause,  the  position  shall  be  deemed  vacant  and  shall  be  filled  with  a new  appointment  as 
set  forth  above. 

§12-6.  Meetings,  Quorum. 

Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  held  on  a regular  basis.  Notice  of  any  meeting  of  the 
Board  shall  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  posted  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Ch.  39,  §23,  the 
Open  Meeting  Law.  A quorum  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  the  majority  of  the  number  of 
authorized  Trustees. 

§12-7.  Powers  and  Duties. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Leverett  Affordable  Flousing  Trust  Fund  shall  have  the  powers  and 
duties  specified  in  Chapter  44,  Section  55C,  so  long  as  the  powers  and  duties  do  not  conflict  with 
this  bylaw.  In  order  to  guarantee  additional  oversight  of  significant  transactions,  the  Board  shall 
have  no  ability  to  purchase,  sell,  lease,  exchange,  transfer  or  convey  any  interest  in  real  property  or 
expend  over  $50,000  without  prior  approval  of  the  Leverett  Selectboard.  The  Board  also  may  not 
borrow  money  for  greater  than  the  extent  of  the  Trust  Fund’s  assets  without  a 2/3  vote  at  any 
Annual  or  Special  Town  Meeting. 

The  Board  shall  have  the  following  additional  powers: 

1)  To  accept  and  receive  money  from  Chapter  44B  (Community  Preservation  Act)  and  from 
the  Town  of  Leverett; 

2)  To  establish  criteria  and/or  qualifications  for  housing  recipients  in  accordance  with  Trust 
Fund's  above-stated  purposes; 

3)  To  establish  criteria  for  expenditures  in  accordance  with  Trust  Fund's  above-stated  purposes; 

4)  To  monitor  the  expiring  use  of  any  affordable  housing  in  Leverett; 

5)  To  compensate  the  town  for  town  employees’  services  provided  as  authorized  by  the  Board, 
including  but  not  limited  to  staff  dedicated  to  the  Board,  engineering  and  highway  support 
for  project  specific  activities,  and  other  town  services  as  requested  by  the  Board. 


§12-8.  Treasurer  as  Custodian. 

The  Town  of  Leverett’s  Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  Trust  Fund's  funds  and  shall 
maintain  separate  accounts  and  records  for  said  funds.  The  Treasurer  shall  invest  the  funds  in  the 
manner  authorized  by  M.G.L  Chapter  44,  s 55  (Public  Funds  on  Deposit;  Limitations;  Investments,) 
s 55  A,  (Liability  of  Depositor  for  Losses  Due  to  Bankruptcy),  s 55B  (Investment  of  Public  Funds). 
Any  income  or  proceeds  received  from  the  investment  of  funds  shall  be  credited  to  and  become  part 
of  the  Trust  Fund. 

Expenditures  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  processed  through  the  warrant  but  shall  be 
controlled  by  the  provisions  of  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  s.55C.  The  yearly  approved  budget,  and  any 
approved  budget  revisions  will  be  recorded  by  the  Treasurer. 

As  custodian,  the  Treasurer  shall  issue  checks  as  directed  by  the  Board. 

In  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  s.55C,  the  books  and  records  of  the  Trust  Fund  shall  be 
audited  annually  by  an  independent  auditor  in  accordance  with  accepted  accounting  practices.  The 
Trust  Fund  shall  be  audited  as  part  of  the  town  audit  when  possible. 

§12-9.  Severability. 

If  any  part  of  this  bylaw  is  for  any  reason  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  invalid,  such  decision  shall 
not  affect  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw.  The  Town  of  Leverett  hereby  declares  the  provisions  of  this 
bylaw  to  be  severable. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  support  a Length  of  Service  Awards  Program, 

which  provides  a $150  per  month  benefit  at  age  65  to  firefighters  who  have  served  a minimum  of  20 
years  at  an  approximate  yearly  cost  to  the  Town  of  $6,700,  such  costs  to  be  appropriated  in  future 
years  when  grant  funds  to  support  the  program  expire.  The  program’s  establishment  would  be 
contingent  on  the  receipt  of  grant  funds  to  cover  the  initial  financial  liability  and  at  least  one  year's 
annual  payment,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,500  to 
replace  the  floor  and  complete  other  repairs  and  renovations  in  the  Town  Treasurer/Tax  Collector’s 
office,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,675.55  for 
the  emergency  repairs  completed  on  the  Highway  Department  Backhoe,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $8,000  from  funds  appropriated  by 
Article  16  of  the  April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  emergency  repairs  completed  on  the 
septic  system  serving  the  Elementary  School,  Public  Safety  Complex,  and  the  Library,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 


Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,340  for 
the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a new  copier  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $883.02  for 
an  FY  2007  bill  of  prior  year  for  Landfill  Monitoring,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nine:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  non-binding 
Resolution: 

WATER  PRIVATIZATION  RESOLUTION 

Whereas  water  is  a basic  right  for  all  peoples,  plants,  animals  and  for  the  maintenance  of  healthy 
ecosystems,  the  global  supply  of  freshwater  is  a shared  legacy,  a public  trust  and  the  essence  of  life 
itself  on  this  planet,  and 

Whereas , the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  are  guaranteed  the  right  to  clean  air 
and  water  by  Article  97  of  the  Articles  of  Amendment  to  the  Massachusetts  Constitution,  and 

Whereas  bottled  water  usage  worldwide  has  grown  in  consumption  84  fold  in  the  past  30  years  and 
consumes  1.5  million  tons  of  plastics  yearly  emitting  toxic  chemicals  when  produced;  when 
transported  or  - delivered  releases  pollutants,  lowering  air  quality  and  contributing  to  global 
warming,  and 

Now  therefore  be  it  Resolved  that  the  water  resources  used  by  the  Town  of  Leverett  be  reserved 
for  use  by  the  public,  for  the  public,  and  only  for  the  public,  and  not  be  bottled  for  sale  and/or  sold 
by  any  private  corporation  for  use  as  bottled  water  that  is  sold  for  profit;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  people  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  call  on  their  state  legislators,  the 
Governor,  and  Congressional  Delegation,  to  develop  and  adopt  water  policies  that  protect  water 
resources  in  sufficient  quantity  and  quality  to  support  human  and  ecosystem/watershed  health  and 
to  institute  a moratorium  on  the  purchase,  ownership,  or  diversion  of  water  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  by  private  corporations  for  use  as  bottled  water  that  is  sold  for 
profit. 


; or  act  on  anything  relating  thereto. 


Special  Town  Meeting  Minutes 
November  13,  2007 
Leverett  Elementary  school 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:04  pm  by  Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  who 
deemed  a quorum  present.  Quorum  for  this  meeting  was  67  voters. 

A motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44, 
Section  53C  regarding  the  creation  of  a municipal  affordable  housing  trust  fund. 

Motion:  (Rich)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter 
44,  Section  53C  regarding  the  creation  of  a municipal  affordable  housing  trust  fund. 

Seconded. 

The  above  motion  was  amended  to  read  Chapter  44,  Section  55C.  Seconded.  Carried. 

Main  motion  carries  with  1 opposed. 

At  this  time  in  the  meeting,  Tom  Wolff,  Chair  of  the  Affordable  Housing  Committee  asked 
the  rest  of  the  committee  to  join  him  at  the  front  of  the  room  and  introduced  them:  Jim 
Perkins,  Fenna  Lee  Bongsignore,  Karen  Iglehart,  Ann  Ferguson,  and  Barbara  Carulli.  Pat 
Fiero  also  spoke  on  behalf  or  RDI.  The  committee  remained  up  front  to  answer  questions. 
Excellent  questions  were  asked  and  answered. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw: 

Motion:  (Jim)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  bylaw: 

Seconded. 

Chapter  12.  Town  of  Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund 
§12-1 . Authority/Establishment/Purpose: 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  of  Chapter  44,  Section  55C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
there  is  hereby  created  a local  municipal  affordable  housing  trust  fund  to  be  known  as  the 
Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund  (hereinafter  "Trust  Fund").  The  purpose  of  the 
Trust  Fund  shall  be  to  provide  for  the  creation  and  preservation  of  affordable  housing  in  the 
town  for  the  benefit  of  low  and  moderate  income  households,  including  seniors. 

The  Trust  will  work  with  the  Selectboard,  other  town  committees  and  boards,  and  regional 
and  state  agencies  as  warranted  to  determine  the  town’s  best  avenues  for  providing 
affordable,  community-supported  senior  and  family  housing.  The  Trust  is  to  be  the  catalyst 
for  new  affordable  housing.  The  focus  will  be  on  four  clear  needs  for  affordable  housing  in 
Leverett:  affordable  housing  for  seniors;  affordable  housing  for  Leverett  families;  affordable 
housing  for  Leverett  town  employees;  and  sustaining  an  economic  mix  in  town. 

§12-2.  Composition. 

There  shall  be  a Board  of  Trustees  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  and  not  more  than  nine 
Trustees  appointed  by  the  Selectboard.  At  least  one  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  a member  of  the 
Selectboard,  who  shall  serve  as  the  representative  of  the  Selectboard.  Trustees  shall  be 


residents  of  the  Town  of  Leverett.  In  making  appointments,  the  Selectboard  shall  endeavor 
to  provide  a broad-based  membership. 

§12-3.  Term  of  Office. 

The  Trustees  shall  be  appointed  for  two  (2)  year  terms. 

Initially,  a minimum  of  two  of  the  Trustee  appointments  shall  be  for  a term  of  one  (1)  year. 
These  Trustees  may  be  re-appointed  for  two  year  terms. 

§12-4.  Organization. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  annually  elect  one  Trustee  who  shall  serve  as  Chairperson  and  a 
second  Trustee  who  shall  serve  as  Clerk. 

§12-5.  Filling  of  Vacancies. 

In  the  event  of  a vacancy  in  the  position  of  Trustee,  the  appointment  shall  be  made  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  original  appointment.  No  appointment  is  needed  as  long  as  there  are  five 
(5)  Trustees. 

If  any  Trustee  is  absent  from  five  (5)  consecutive  regularly  scheduled  meetings  of  the  Board, 
except  for  good  cause,  the  position  shall  be  deemed  vacant  and  shall  be  filled  with  a new 
appointment  as  set  forth  above. 

§12-6.  Meetings,  Quorum. 

Meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  held  on  a regular  basis.  Notice  of  any  meeting  of 
the  Board  shall  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  posted  in  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Ch.  39, 
§23,  the  Open  Meeting  Law.  A quorum  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  the  majority  of  the 
number  of  authorized  Trustees. 

§12-7.  Powers  and  Duties. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Leverett  Affordable  Housing  Trust  Fund  shall  have  the  powers 
and  duties  specified  in  Chapter  44,  Section  55C,  so  long  as  the  powers  and  duties  do  not 
conflict  with  this  bylaw.  In  order  to  guarantee  additional  oversight  of  significant 
transactions,  the  Board  shall  have  no  ability  to  purchase,  sell,  lease,  exchange,  transfer  or 
convey  any  interest  in  real  property  or  expend  over  $50,000  without  prior  approval  of  the 
Leverett  Selectboard.  The  Board  also  may  not  borrow  money  for  greater  than  the  extent  of 
the  Trust  Fund’s  assets  without  a 2/3  vote  at  any  Annual  or  Special  Town  Meeting. 

The  Board  shall  have  the  following  additional  powers: 

1)  To  accept  and  receive  money  from  Chapter  44B  (Community  Preservation  Act)  and 
from  the  Town  of  Leverett; 

2)  To  establish  criteria  and/or  qualifications  for  housing  recipients  in  accordance  with 
Trust  Fund's  above-stated  purposes; 

3)  To  establish  criteria  for  expenditures  in  accordance  with  Trust  Fund's  above-stated 
purposes; 

4)  To  monitor  the  expiring  use  of  any  affordable  housing  in  Leverett; 


5)  To  compensate  the  town  for  town  employees’  services  provided  as  authorized  by  the 
Board,  including  but  not  limited  to  staff  dedicated  to  the  Board,  engineering  and 
highway  support  for  project  specific  activities,  and  other  town  services  as  requested 
by  the  Board. 

§12-8.  Treasurer  as  Custodian. 

The  Town  of  Leveretf  s Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian  of  the  Trust  Fund's  funds  and  shall 
maintain  separate  accounts  and  records  for  said  funds.  The  Treasurer  shall  invest  the  funds 
in  the  manner  authorized  by  M.G.L  Chapter  44,  s 55  (Public  Funds  on  Deposit;  Timitations; 
Investments,)  s 55  A,  (Liability  of  Depositor  for  Losses  Due  to  Bankruptcy),  s 55B 
(Investment  of  Public  Funds).  Any  income  or  proceeds  received  from  the  investment  of 
funds  shall  be  credited  to  and  become  part  of  the  Trust  Fund. 

Expenditures  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  processed  through  the  warrant  but  shall  be 
controlled  by  the  provisions  of  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  s.55C.  The  yearly  approved  budget,  and 
any  approved  budget  revisions  will  be  recorded  by  the  Treasurer. 

As  custodian,  the  Treasurer  shall  issue  checks  as  directed  by  the  Board. 

In  accordance  with  M.G.L.  Chapter  44,  s.55C,  the  books  and  records  of  the  Trust  Fund  shall 
be  audited  annually  by  an  independent  auditor  in  accordance  with  accepted  accounting 
practices.  The  Trust  Fund  shall  be  audited  as  part  of  the  town  audit  when  possible. 

§12-9.  Severability. 

If  any  part  of  this  bylaw  is  for  any  reason  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  invalid,  such  decision 
shall  not  affect  the  remainder  of  this  bylaw.  The  Town  of  Leverett  hereby  declares  the 
provisions  of  this  bylaw  to  be  severable. 

Carries  with  1 opposed. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  support  a Length  of  Service  Awards  Program, 
which  provides  a $150  per  month  benefit  at  age  65  to  firefighters  who  have  served  a 
minimum  of  20  years.  The  program’s  establishment  would  be  contingent  on  the  receipt  of 
grant  funds  to  cover  the  initial  financial  liability  and  at  least  one  year’s  annual  payment. 
Motion:  (Peter)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  support  a Length  of  Service  Awards  Program, 
which  provides  a $150  per  month  benefit  at  age  65  to  firefighters  who  have  served  a 
minimum  of  20  years.  The  program’s  establishment  would  be  contingent  on  the  receipt  of 
grant  funds  to  cover  the  initial  financial  liability  and  at  least  one  year’s  annual  payment. 
Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  Passed  over,  as  free  cash  had  not  yet  been  certified. 

Article  Five:  Passed  over,  as  free  cash  had  not  yet  been  certified. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $7,000  from  funds 
appropriated  by  Article  16  of  the  April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  emergency 
repairs  completed  on  the  septic  system  serving  the  Elementary  School,  Public  Safety 
Complex,  and  the  Library. 


Motion:  (Peter)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $7,000  from  funds 
appropriated  by  Article  16  of  the  April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  emergency 
repairs  completed  on  the  septic  system  serving  the  Elementary  School,  Public  Safety 
Complex,  and  the  Library. 

Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the 
sum  of  $2,340  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a new  copier  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 
Motion:  (Rich)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the 
sum  of  $2,340  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a new  copier  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 
This  amount  would  be  added  to  the  $1500  appropriated  at  ATM  to  purchase  a copier  that  can 
duplex  and  staple. 

Seconded,  carries. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  funds  appropriated  by  Article  21 
of  the  April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  the  sum  of  $883.02  for  an  FY  2007  bill  of  prior 
year  for  Landfill  Monitoring. 

Motion:  (Jim)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  funds  appropriated  by  Article  21 
of  the  April  28,  2007  Annual  Town  Meeting  the  sum  of  $883.02  for  an  FY  2007  bill  of  prior 
year  for  Landfill  Monitoring. 

Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  (by  petition)  Motion  made  by  Glen  Ayers:  I move  that  the  Town  vote 
to  adopt  the  following  non-binding  Resolution: 

WATER  PRIVATIZATION  RESOLUTION 

Whereas  water  is  a basic  right  for  all  peoples,  plants,  animals  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
healthy  ecosystems,  the  global  supply  of  freshwater  is  a shared  legacy,  a public  trust  and  the 
essence  of  life  itself  on  this  planet,  and 

Whereas,  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  are  guaranteed  the  right  to 
clean  air  and  water  by  Article  97  of  the  Articles  of  Amendment  to  the  Massachusetts 
Constitution,  and 

Whereas  bottled  water  usage  worldwide  has  grown  in  consumption  84  fold  in  the  past  30 
years  and  consumes  1.5  million  tons  of  plastics  yearly  emitting  toxic  chemicals  when 
produced;  when  transported  or  delivered  releases  pollutants,  lowering  air  quality  and 
contributing  to  global  warming,  and 

Now  therefore  be  it  Resolved  that  the  water  resources  used  by  the  Town  of  Leverett  be 
reserved  for  use  by  the  public,  for  the  public,  and  only  for  the  public,  and  not  be  bottled  for 
sale  and/or  sold  by  any  private  corporation  for  use  as  bottled  water  that  is  sold  for  profit;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  people  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  call  on  their  state  legislators, 
the  Governor,  and  Congressional  Delegation,  to  develop  and  adopt  water  policies  that  protect 
water  resources  in  sufficient  quantity  and  quality  to  support  human  and  ecosystem/watershed 


health  and  to  institute  a moratorium  on  the  purchase,  ownership,  or  diversion  of  water 
resources  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  by  private  corporations  for  use  as  bottled 
water  that  is  sold  for  profit. 

Seconded. 

Amended  to  add: 

Now  therefore  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  citizens  of  Leverett  be  encouraged  to  avoid 
the  purchase  or  use  of  bottled  water  and  to  consume  tap  water  only. 

Seconded. 

Main  motion  and  amendment  carry  unanimously. 

Meeting  adjourned:  8:38  PM 
Minutes  taken  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Annual  Town  Meeting  Minutes 

FY  2008  Annual  Town  Meeting 
Saturday  April  28,  2007 

Announcements: 

Tax  relief  and  scholarship  funds,  Cave  Hill  Classic  Road  Race,  plant  sale 

In  addition  presentations  were  made  to  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore  for  her  18  years  of  service  on  the  Select 
Board,  she  was  given  flowers  and  a pastel  of  her  dogs  by  Christine  Nelson. 

Article  One:  (_Gary_)  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods 
prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw.  Seconded.  The  following  nominations  were  taken  and  a single  ballot  was 
cast  by  the  Town  Clerk:  Assessor,  Don  Robinson  (2010);  Board  of  Health,  Audra  Goscenski  (2009), 
Chuck  Dauchy  (2010),  Michael  Fair  (2010);  Constable,  Carlyle  Field  (2010);  Finance  Committee, 

Laura  Coelen  (2008),  Joe  Stokes  (2010),  Don  Gibavic  (2010);  Assistant  Moderator,  Fay  Zipkowitz 
(2008);  Planning  Board,  Jean  Bergstrom  (2012);  Town  Clerk,  Lisa  Stratford  (2010);  Tree  Warden, 

Will  Stratford  (2008). 

The  following  races  were  contested: 

Library  Trustee  nominations  for  two  seats:  Lisa  MacCoullough,  Tina  Cohen,  Georgie  Schmid,  Elaine  Barker. 
School  Committee  nominations  for  two  seats:  Steve  Kavanagh,  Dawn  Sacks,  Farshid  Hajir. 

Select  Board  nominations  for  one  seat:  Steve  Ball,  Peter  d’Errico. 

The  polls  were  open  until  1 :00  PM 

Results:  Library  Trustees:  Elaine  Barker  (2010)  and  Georgie  Schmid  (2010) 

School  Committee:  Steve  Kavanagh  (2010) , Farshid  Hajir  (2010) 

Select  Board:  Peter  d’Errico  (2010) 

Article  Two:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  approve  following  the  existing  Amherst-Pelham 

Regional  School  District  Agreement  for  allocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  each  member  town 
of  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2008,  as  required  by  Section  VI  of  the  Regional  Agreement.  Seconded, 
carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as 

shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses.  The  following  items  were  held  for  discussion:  Town  Hall,  Old 
Library  building  maintenance,  building  insurance,  police  expenses,  police  building  expenses,  fire  building 
expenses,  elementary  school,  highway  wages,  highway  building  expenses,  library  staff  and  custodial 
services.  All  un-held  budget  items  were  passed  for  a total  of  $2,843,746.  Questions  were  answered  about 
held  items  and  a final  budget  of  $4,749,555  was  passed  with  all  line  items  funded  as  presented. 

Article  Four:  (Daniele  Barshak)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2008 
Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues:  $14,169.86  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes);  $14,169.86  for  historic  resources;  $14,169.86  for  community  housing;  and  $97,188.99  to  the  FY 
2008  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  (Danielle  Barshak)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2008 
Community  Preservation  Annual  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal 
expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  (Danielle  Barshak ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  rescind  the  action  taken  by  Article  25  of  the 
April  29,  2006  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  to  appropriate  $5,500  from  the  FY  2007  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  to  acquire  9.375  acres  of  land  more  or  less  that  provides  access  to  the  Robert  Frost 
Trail  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44B;  said  parcel  shown  as  Assessors  Map  1,  Lot  32;  said 


land  to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Selectboard  with  a perpetual  conservation  restriction  on  it  to  be 
nserted  into  the  deed;  and  that  the  Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any 
and  all  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  purchase.  Seconded. 
Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  (Brooke  Thomas)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $25,000  from  the  FY  2007 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  to  purchase  two  contiguous  parcels  of  land,  amounting  to 
8.9  acres  more  or  less,  at  the  southwestern  end  of  Leverett  Pond  for  shoreline  and  watershed  protection  and 
an  extension  of  the  Friendship  Trail  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  managed  and  controlled  by  the 
Selectboard  with  a perpetual  conservation  restriction  on  it  to  be  inserted  into  the  deed;  and  that  the 
Selectboard  be  authorized  to  enter  into  all  agreements  and  execute  any  and  all  instruments  as  may  be 
necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  affect  said  purchase.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  (Dan  Bennet)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $5,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  to  continue  the  restoration  of  the  Moore’s 
Comer  School/Meeting  house.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  (Danielle  Barshak)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $1 8,050  from  the  FY  2007 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  to  create  a multi-purpose  handicapped  accessible  primary 
climbing  and  activity  structure  on  the  grounds  of  the  Leverett  Elementary  School.  Seconded,  carries. 

Article  Ten:  (Susan  Mareneck)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $10,000  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  for  electrical  work  and  heating  on  the  second 
floor  at  the  Old  Library  Building.  Seconded.  Discussion  about  possible  uses.  Carries. 

Article  Eleven:  (Steve  Freedman)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  in  accordance  with  Section  3760  of  the 
Leverett  Zoning  By-law  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-law  Section  3720  to  substitute  the  word  "eight" 
for  the  word  "five"  in  the  third  line  of  said  section  and  by  amending  Section  3760  by  substituting  for  the  year 
"2007"  the  year  "2010".  Seconded.  This  bylaw  extends  the  building  cap  until  2010  and  reduces  the  number 
of  houses  built  per  year  from  10  to  eight.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  update  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as 

outlined  below: 

Chapter  3 Article  1 Members  and  Terms 

Add  “five  (5)  members  of  a School  Committee” 

Chapter  41  Article  1 Town’s  legislative  powers;  quorum  requirement. 

Change  B. 

from  “the  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting  business  or 

Town  Meetings  considering  bylaw  changes  or  bond  issues  shall  be  at  least  5% 
of  the  registered  voters  on  the  active  voting  list  of  the  Town.” 

to  “the  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting  business  shall  be  at 
least  5%  of  the  registered  voters  on  the  active  voting  list  of  the  Town  and  the 
quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Special  Town  Meeting  business  shall  be  at 
least  2.5%  of  the  registered  voters  on  the  active  voting  list  of  the  Town.” 

Seconded. 

Amendment  offered  by  Cliff  Blinn:  The  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting 
business  or  Town  Meetings  considering  bylaw  changes  or  bond  issues  shall  be  at  least  5%  of  the  registered 
voters  and  the  quorum  necessary  for  any  other  town  meeting  business  shall  be  at  least  2.5 % of  the  registered 
voters  on  the  active  voter  list  of  the  town.  Amended  motion  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Thirteen:  (Jill  Horton-Lyons)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  pass  over  this  article.  Passed  over. 
Article  Fourteen:  (Fenna)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  bylaw  as  written  below: 

NOISE  BYLAW 

Section  1.  Unlawful  Noise  prohibited. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  create,  assist  in  creating,  continue  or  allow  to  continue  any 
excessive,  unnecessary,  or  unusually  loud  noise  which  either  annoys,  disturbs,  injures,  or  endangers  the 
reasonable  quiet,  comfort,  repose,  or  the  health  or  safety  of  others  within  the  Town  of  Leverett.  The 
following  acts  are  declared  to  be  loud,  disturbing,  injurious,  unnecessary  and  unlawful  noises  in  violation  of 
this  section,  but  this  enumeration  shall  not  be  exclusive,  namely: 

a)  Radio,  Music  Player,  Musical  Instruments  and  Television.  The  playing  of  any  radio,  music  player, 
television  set,  amplified  or  musical  instruments,  loudspeakers,  tape  recorder,  or  other  electronic 
sound  producing  devices,  in  such  a manner  or  with  volume  at  any  time  or  place  as  to  annoy  or 
disturb  the  reasonable  quiet,  comfort  or  repose  of  persons  in  any  dwelling  or  other  type  of  residential 
facility,  or  in  any  office,  or  of  any  persons  in  the  vicinity. 

b)  Shouting  and  Whistling.  Yelling,  shouting,  hooting,  whistling,  singing,  or  the  making  of  any  other 
loud  noises  on  the  public  streets,  between  the  hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  7:00  a.m.,  or  the  making  of 
any  such  noise  at  any  time  or  place  so  as  to  annoy  or  disturb  the  reasonable  quiet,  comfort  or  repose 
of  persons  in  any  dwelling  or  other  type  of  residential  facility,  or  in  any  office,  or  of  any  persons  in 
the  vicinity. 

c)  Animal  Noises.  The  keeping  of  any  animal  or  bird  which,  by  causing  frequent  or  long  continued 
noise,  shall  disturb  the  reasonable  comfort  or  repose  of  any  person. 

d)  Construction  Noise.  Construction  noise  between  hours  of  10:00  p.m.  and  6:30  a.m.,  or  the  making  of 
any  such  noise  at  any  time  or  place  so  as  to  annoy  or  disturb  the  reasonable  quiet,  comfort  or  repose 
of  persons  in  any  dwelling  or  other  type  of  residential  facility,  or  in  any  office,  or  of  any  persons  in 
the  vicinity. 

Section  2,  Exemptions. 

None  of  the  terms  of  prohibitions  of  the  previous  section  shall  apply  or  be  enforced  against: 

a)  Emergency  Vehicles.  Any  police  or  fire  vehicle  or  any  ambulance  while  engaged  in  necessary 
emergency  business. 

b)  Highway  and  Utility  Maintenance  and  Construction.  Necessary  excavation  in  or  repairs  of  bridges, 
streets,  highways,  or  any  public  utility  installation  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Town  or  any  public  utility 
or  any  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

c)  Public  Address.  The  reasonable  use  of  amplifiers  or  loud  speakers  for  public  addresses  which  are 
non-commercial  in  nature. 

d)  Noise  caused  by  agricultural,  farm-related,  or  forestry-related  activities  as  defined  by  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  128,  Section  1 A,  as  amended  from  time  to  time,  including,  but  not  limited  to, 
the  operation  of  farm  equipment,  sawmills,  harvesting  equipment,  noises  from  farm  animals,  and  the 
like. 

Section  3.  Penalties. 

The  first  violation  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00). 
The  second  violation  of  this  bylaw  within  12  months  after  the  first  violation  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of 
not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00).  Further  violations  within  12  months  after  the  last  violation  shall 
be  punished  by  a fine  of  three  hundred  dollars  ($300.00).  Each  such  act  which  either  continues  or  is  repeated 
more  than  one-half  (1/2)  hour  after  issuance  of  a written  notice  of  violation  of  this  bylaw  shall  be  a separate 


offense  and  shall  be  prosecuted  as  a separate  offense.  If  the  violation  occurs  on  the  premises  of  rental 
property  which  is  a non-resident  owner,  then  the  owner  must  also  be  notified  in  writing  that  the  violation  has 
occurred. 

Section  4,  Other  Remedies. 

a)  If  the  person  or  persons  responsible  for  an  activity  which  violates  Section  1 cannot  be  determined, 
the  person  in  lawful  custody  and/or  control  of  the  premises,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  owner, 
lessee  or  occupant  of  the  property  on  which  the  activity  is  located,  shall  be  deemed  responsible  for 
the  violation. 

b)  If  the  person  or  persons  responsible  for  an  activity  which  violates  Section  1 can  be  determined,  any 
person  or  persons  who  violate  Section  1 of  this  bylaw  may  be  arrested  without  a warrant,  provided 
that  the  violation  occurs  in  the  presence  or  view  of  any  officer  authorized  to  serve  criminal  process. 

Section  5.  Severability. 

If  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  is  held  to  be  unconstitutional  or  otherwise  invalid  by  any  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  bylaw  shall  not  be  invalidated. 

Amendments  to  be  made  at  the  advice  of  Town  Counsel: 

Section  1,  paragraphs  b)  and  d)  delete  “or  the  making  of  any  such  noise  at  any  time  or  place  so  as  to  annoy 
or  disturb  the  reasonable  quiet,  comfort  or  repose  of  persons  in  any  dwelling  or  other  type  of  residential 
facility,  or  in  any  office,  or  of  any  persons  in  the  vicinity”. 

Add  new  Section  5.  Enforcement  after  Section  4.  that  states: 

The  Police  Department  has  the  authority  to  enforce  this  bylaw. 

Make  original  Section  5 into  Section  6.  Severability. 

Amendments: 

Town  meeting  returned  to  the  main  motion  and  attempted  to  make  several  amendments  to  the  times 
construction  could  take  place  (section  1 d.)  ranging  from  7 PM  to  6:30  AM,  sunset  to  sundown,  by  the 
homeowner  as  opposed  to  hired  contractors... 

Motion:  Construction  Noise.  Construction  noise  between  hours  of  7:00  p.m.  and  6:30  a.m.,  (does  not 
apply  to  individual  property  owners  on  own  property)  or  the  making  of  any  such  noise  at  any  time  or 
place  so  as  to  annoy  or  disturb  the  reasonable  quiet,  comfort  or  repose  of  persons  in  any  dwelling  or 
other  type  of  residential  facility,  or  in  any  office,  or  of  any  persons  in  the  vicinity. 

Motion  fails  39  opposed,  38  in  favor. 

Motion  to  table  until  bylaw  could  be  simplified  and  refined  by  the  Select  Board  for  next  year  seconded 
and  carried. 

Article  Fifteen:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account 

the  sum  of  $75,000  for  the  purchase  of  a road  grader  and  related  equipment  for  the  Highway 
Department.  Seconded.  68  in  favor,  3 opposed. 

Article  Sixteen:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

$1  16,820  to  install  windows,  rehabilitate  cedar  trim,  repair  the  kitchen  pantry  canopy  and  undertake 
other  repairs  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 


Article  Seventeen:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

B 15,000  to  complete  an  engineering  study  and  design  for  the  septic  and  water  systems  at  the  Town  Hall 
and  other  municipal  buildings.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

$20,000  to  repair  and  replace  the  roof  on  the  Town  Hall.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

$6,500  to  repair  and  replace  the  roof  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station.  Seconded,  carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  (Ken  Kahn)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $5,000  for 
consulting  services  to  the  Planning  Board  for  zoning  and  subdivision  revisions.  Seconded,  carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-One:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

$5,000  to  install,  test,  and  equip  additional  monitoring  wells  for  the  Leverett  Landfill.  Seconded, 
carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  ( Rich_)  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $8 1 0 to 

purchase  file  cabinets  and  chairs  for  the  Accounting  Office.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $3,500 

for  the  implementation  of  Governmental  Accounting  Standards  Board  (GASB)  Statement  45  which  requires 
employers  to  report  post  employment  benefits  other  than  pensions.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  ( Fenna ) 1 move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 

$1,500  to  purchase  a copier  for  the  Public  Safety  Complex.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  (_Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,300  to 

participate  in  an  emergency  notification  system.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Board  of  Health  Legal 

Account  voted  on  Article  One  of  the  December  7,  2005  Special  Town  Meeting  the  sum  of  $1 5,000  and  to 
transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $171  to  participate  in  a water  study.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty  Seven:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $7 1 ,000  from  Free 

Cash  into  the  Stabilization  Account  to  fund  the  Capital  Plan.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Eight:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $100,000  from  the 

Stabilization  Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Nine:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  funds  in  the  special 

maintenance  account  voted  by  Article  Two  of  the  January  18,  2005  Special  Town  Meeting  to  a general  use 
account  for  the  Bradford  M.  Field  Memorial  Library  Re-use  Committee.  Seconded,  carries. 

Article  Thirty:  (_Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $6,800.26  to 

reimburse  the  Elementary  School  for  funds  received  from  Medicaid  for  Special  Education  Costs.  Seconded, 
carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-One:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $679.40  from  Bond 

Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 


\rticle  Thirty-Two:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $770.24  from  Bond 

Premiums  Reserved  and  the  sum  of  $18,405.79  from  the  Reserved  for  School  Debt  Payment  to  the  School 
Interest  Account.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 


Article  Thirty-Three:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 

departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  14  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
1,  2007  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table. 


Revolving  Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2008 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer  expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$3,000 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Town  Hall 

Selectboard 

Fund  raising 
suppers,  donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Charts  showing  balances  of  each  account  were  available  up  front. 

Seconded,  carries. 


Article  Thirty-Four:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into 

contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction 
and/or  maintenance  related  work.  Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Five:  ( Fenna  ) 1 move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $548.16  from  the 

Highway  Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account.  Seconded^  carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Six:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  in  accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Laws 

Chapter  40,  Section  4A  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  and  the  Board  of  Health  to  enter  into  an  Intermunicipal 
Mutual  Aid  Agreement  with  one  or  more  other  governmental  units  to  provide  public  health,  public  works, 
and  general  government  administration  services  which  the  Board  of  Health,  Highway  Department,  and  other 
administrative  bodies  in  town  are  authorized  to  perform. 

Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Seven:  (by  petition)  (_Barb  Tiner ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following 

resolution: 


RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  have  committed  acts  which  many  serious 
Constitutional  scholars  consider  to  be  impeachable  offenses,  including  the  following: 

1)  George  W.  Bush  ordered  the  National  Security  Agency  to  conduct  electronic  surveillance  of  U.S.  citizens 
without  seeking  warrants  from  the  Foreign  Intelligence  Surveillance  Act  (FISA)  Court,  duly  constituted  by 


Congress  in  1978  for  the  purpose  of  approving  such  warrants,  thus  violating  Title  50  United  States  Code, 
Section  1 805; 

2)  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  conspired  to  commit  the  torture  of  prisoners  in  violation  of  the 
"Federal  Torture  Act"  Title  18  United  States  Code,  Section  1 13C,  the  Convention  against  Torture  and  Other 
Cruel,  Inhuman  or  Degrading  Treatment  or  Punishment  and  the  Geneva  Convention,  which  under  Article  VI 
of  the  Constitution  are  part  of  the  "supreme  Law  of  the  Land"; 

3)  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  conspired  with  others  to  defraud  the  United  States  by 
intentionally  misleading  Congress  and  the  public  regarding  the  threat  from  Iraq  in  order  to  justify  invading 
and  attacking  that  country  in  violation  of  Title  1 8 United  States  Code,  Section  371  and  the  United  Nations 
Charter; 

4)  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  attempted  to  strip  U.S.  citizens  of  their  constitutional  rights  by 
ordering  their  indefinite  detention  without  access  to  legal  counsel,  without  charge  and  without  the 
opportunity  to  appear  before  a civil  judicial  officer  to  challenge  their  detention,  based  solely  on  President’s 
designation  of  U.S.  citizens  as  "enemy  combatants",  all  in  subversion  of  law; 

5)  As  part  of  the  continuing  war  in  Iraq,  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  have  violated  the 
constitutional  and  international  human  rights  of  non-citizens  by  arbitrarily  detaining  hundreds  of  persons  at 
Guantanamo  Bay  and  other  locations  for  more  than  four  years  without  due  process,  without  charges,  and 
with  limited  - if  any  - access  to  counsel  or  courts; 

6)  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney  have  arrogated  excessive  power  to  the  executive  branch  in 
violation  of  basic  constitutional  principles  of  the  separation  of  powers  while  acting  to  undermine  the 
authority  of  the  legislative  branch  and  the  judiciary  by  issuing  ‘‘signing  statements”  that  claim  that  the 
executive  branch  may  disregard  laws  enacted  by  Congress  when  the  President  or  his  subordinates  deem  it 
appropriate,  and  by  the  above  referenced  conduct;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Petitions  from  the  countiy  at  large  may  be  presented  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  according  to 
Clause  3 of  House  Rule  XII; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  George  W.  Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney,  by  such  conduct, 
warrant  impeachment,  trial,  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor, 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  by  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett,  that  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  the  United  States  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  instituted  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  proper  proceedings  for  the  investigation  of  the  activities  of  the  George  W. 
Bush  and  Richard  B.  Cheney,  to  the  end  that  they  may  both  be  impeached  and  removed  from  such  office; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  Leverett  Town  Clerk  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to  certify  and 
transmit  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  under  the  seal  of  the  Town  of  Leverett,  a copy  of 
this  resolution  and  its  adoption  by  the  Town  of  Leverett,  as  a petition,  and  request  that  this  petition  be 
delivered  to  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  and  entered  in  the  United  States  Congressional  Journal. 

Seconded. 

Kip  Fonsh  asked  for  a moment  of  silence  on  behalf  of  the  fallen  forces  and  Iraqi  people  and  suggested  that 
the  town  to  look  into  flying  the  flags  at  Vi  mast  for  the  month  of  May  for  Memorial  observances. 

Carries  with  one  nay. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  2:50  PM  carries. 


I 


■ 


Annual  Town  Meeting  Minutes 
April  29,  2006 


Leverett  Elementary  School 

Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  9:06  a.m.  a quorum  bemg  deemed  present.  A 
moment  of  silence  was  observed.  A motion  was  made  and  seconded,  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the 
warrant. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  penods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town 
bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  penods  prescnbed  by 
law  or  Town  bylaw.  Seconded.  The  following  officers  were  elected  by  one  ballot  cast  by  the  town  clerk 
in  uncontested  races:  Assessor:  Jim  Hicks  (2009),  Library  Trustees:  Lisa  Sullivan- Werner  and  Lydia 
Peterson  (2009),  Constable:  Bnan  Emond  (2009),  Finance  Committee:  Greg  Woodard  and  Vince  Vacca 
(2009),  Asst.  Moderator:  Fay  Zipkowitz  (2007),  Planning  Board:  Jeff  McQueen  and  Glona  McPherson 
(2011),  School  Committee:  Betsy  Neisner  and  Michael  Katz  (2009),  Select  Board:  Jim  Lyons  (2009), 
and  Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford  (2007). 

For  the  Board  of  Health  positions:  two  three-year  terms  and  one  two-year  term,  the  following 
nominations  were  made:  Leesa  Crocker,  John  Hillman,  Audra  Goscenski,  Peter  Darnell,  and  Fay 
Zipkowitz.  A ballot  election  was  held  until  1:00  p.m.  The  results  are  as  follows:  Hillman,  169, 
Zipkowitz,  129,  Darnell,  129,  Goscenski,  111,  and  Crocker,  88. 

Hillman  and  Zipkowitz  three-year  terms,  Darnell  two-year  term. 

Article  Two:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  town  will  amend  the  town  Bylaws  by  addmg  the  following 
new  section: 

I. 

Subsurface  soil  absorption  systems  for  sanitary  waste 

All  designs  for  sanitary  sub-surface  soil  absorption  systems  (SAS),  also  known  as  septic  systems,  for 
new  construction  shall  conform  to  the  following  minimum  design  requirements,  m addition  to  those 
other  requirements  set  forth  in  any  relevant  statutes  and  regulations  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  in  addition  to  other  design  requirements  set  forth  in  the  regulations  of  the  Leverett 
Board  of  Health.  Where  any  design  requirements  of  any  statute  or  regulation  are  less  restrictive  than  the 
following  requirements  then  the  following  requirements  shall  be  fully  complied  with. 

At  the  time  of  the  Soil  Evaluation,  at  least  four  (4)  feet  depth  of  unfilled  naturally  occurring  pervious 
soil  shall  exist  between  the  maximum  groundwater  elevation,  or  the  Estimated  Seasonal  High  Water 
Table  (ESHWT)  as  determined  by  soil  mottling,  whichever  is  higher,  and  the  ground  surface  of  the 
naturally  occurring  soil  profile. 

At  least  25  feet  of  distance  shall  be  maintained  between  any  part  of  each  component  of  a proposed 
septic  system  and  all  property  lines. 

All  Soil  Evaluations  and  Percolation  Tests  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Health  must  have  been  performed 
dunng  the  period  of  time  from  December  1 through  and  inclusive  of  the  following  May  15. 

n. 

Vanances 

There  shall  be  no  variances  granted,  from  any  requirement  of  this  Bylaw,  for  purposes  of  new 
construction. 

Bruce  Watson:  (as  written)  Seconded. 

Much  discussion  was  had.  A written  ballot  was  used.  Motion  fails,  142  opposed,  95  in  favor. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1,200  to  install 
heat  detectors  in  the  Highway  and  Fire  departments  garage  bays  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $1,200  to  install  heat  detectors  m 
the  Highway  and  Fire  departments  garage  bays  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  complete 
an  engineering  study  on  the  Bull  Hill  Road  culvert,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  complete  an 
engineering  study  on  the  Bull  Hill  Road  culvert.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,340  for  initial 
expenses,  including  wages,  involved  in  organizing  the  Emergency  Planning  Office,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $2,340  for  initial  expenses, 
including  wages,  involved  in  organizing  the  Emergency  Planning  Office.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $6,500  to  mstall  a 
canopy  and  railings  on  the  rear  library  deck  and  stairs  at  the  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $6,500  to  mstall  a canopy  and 
railmgs  on  the  rear  library  deck  and  stairs  at  the  Elementary  School.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $5,000  for 
consultmg  services  to  the  Planning  Board  for  revisions  to  the  subdivision  bylaw  regulations,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $5,000  for  consulting  services  to 
the  Planning  Board  for  revisions  to  the  subdivision  bylaw  regulations.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $70,000  from  the  Free  Cash 
Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $70,000  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into  the 
Stabilization  Account.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $35,000  from  the  Free  Cash 
Account  and  the  sum  of  $80,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $35,000  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  and  the  sum 
of  $80,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept,  commencing  with  Fiscal  Year  2007,  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  184,  Section  51  of  the  Acts  of  2002,  amending  Chapter  59,  Section  5 (4 1C)  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws,  by  decreasing  the  eligibility  age  for  senior  tax  exemptions  from  70  to  65, 
by  increasing  the  gross  receipts  limit  from  $13,000  to  $20,000  if  smgle  and  from  $15,000  to  $30,000  if 
married,  by  increasing  the  whole  estate  limit  from  $28,000  to  $40,000  if  smgle  and  from  $30,000  to 
$55,000  if  married,  and  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  exemption  from  $500  to  $1,000,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Don  Robinson:  (as  written  above).  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Female  $10 

Neutered  Male  $ 5 

Spayed  Female  $ 5 
Kennel  license 

a.  Not  more  than  four  dogs  $15 

b.  Five  to  nine  dogs  $30 

c.  Ten  or  more  dogs  $50 

1 .3  The  Selectboard  as  deemed  necessary  will  approve  any  future  changes  to  the  fee  structure  of  the 
dog  licensing  program.  Kennel  fees  shall  be  set  from  time  to  time  by  the  Selectboard  and  shall 
reflect  the  cost  for  boarding  and  care  of  a dog  on  a daily  basis. 

1 .4  No  fee  shall  be  charged  for  a license  for  a service  dog  specifically  framed  and  certified  as  such. 
No  license  fee  or  part  thereof  shall  be  refunded  because  of  a subsequent  death,  loss,  spaying, 
neutering,  removal  from  the  Town  or  any  other  disposal  of  the  dog. 

1.5  All  monies  collected  for  licenses,  fees  or  fines  related  to  the  licensing  and  care  of  dogs  will  be 
deposited  by  the  Town  in  the  general  fund. 

Section  2:  Prohibited  Activities 

2.1  Any  owner  or  keeper  who  allows  his/her  dog  to  do  any  of  the  following  is  in  violation  of  the 
bylaw: 

A.  Run  at  large  or  go  beyond  the  confines  of  his  or  her  property  unless  the  animal  is  held  firmly  on 
a leash  or  under  the  verbal  control  of  the  owner  or  keeper.  [Adopted  by  the  Town  of  Leverett 
6/23/1977  STM,  article  5] 

B.  Bite,  bark,  howl,  worry  or  in  any  other  manner  disturb  the  peace  or  quiet  of  any  neighborhood 
or  endanger  the  safety  of  any  person. 

C.  Run  at  large  or  unmuzzled  in  violation  of  any  order  of  the  Selectboard  or  the  Dog  Officer. 

D.  Worry,  kill,  maim  or  otherwise  injure  another’s  fowl,  livestock  or  domestic  animal. 

E.  Chase  another’s  vehicle,  person,  bicycle  or  horse  (being  ndden,  under  saddle  or  harness)  m any 
way  open  to  public  travel. 

F.  Be  unlicensed  or  untagged  m violation  of  state  law. 

G.  Is  in  any  other  way  a nuisance  or  danger  to  a person  or  the  Town. 

Section  3:  Complaints:  Dog  Officer  and  Town  Kennel  regulations 

A.  Any  person  may  complain  to  the  Dog  Officer  of  a violation  of  the  precedmg  subsections.  On 
receipt  of  such  a complaint,  the  Officer  shall  investigate  and  may  order  the  owner  or  keeper  of 
the  dog  to  restrain  or  muzzle  it  as  the  Officer  deems  necessary  and  pursuant  to  law.  The  Officer 
may  file  a report  with  the  Selectboard  asking  permanent  restraint  or  destruction  of  the  dog.  The 
Selectboard,  in  receipt  of  such  report  and  after  examination  of  the  complaint  under  oath,  may 
make  such  order  to  restrain,  muzzle  or  dispose  of  such  dogs,  as  they  deem  necessary. 

B.  The  Dog  Officer  may  pick  up  nonconforming  dogs  as  described  m Section  2. 1 . If  by  licensee  or 
other  means  the  owner  of  a dog  can  be  identified,  the  Dog  Officer  may  return  the  dog  to  the 
owner  upon  collection  of  a fee;  or  he/she  may  confine  the  dog  to  the  Town  Kennel  for  not  more 
than  10  days. 

C.  No  dog  shall  be  released  until  it  is  licensed  and  all  kennel  fees  and  penalties  are  paid. 

D.  Any  dog  not  claimed  after  10  days  may  become  the  property  of  a local  nonprofit  humane 
organization. 


Peter  Steve:  Suggested  an  amendment  to  add  the  word  “led”  to  section  2C  referring  to  horses  and 
dogs. 

Section  to  read:  2E.  Chase  another’s  vehicle,  person,  bicycle  or  horse  (being  led,  ridden, 

under  saddle  or  harness)  m any  way  open  to  public  travel. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Main  motion  seconded  and  carries. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2007  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues:  $13,134.50  for  open  space  purposes  (excludmg  recreational  purposes); 
$13,134.50  for  historic  resources;  $13,134.50  for  community  housing;  and  $89,941.49  to  the  FY  07 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Betsy  Douglas:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  reserve  the  folio wmg  from  FY  2007  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues:  $13,134.50  for  open  space  purposes  (excludmg  recreational  purposes); 
$13,134.50  for  histone  resources;  $13,134.50  for  community  housing;  and  $89,941.49  to  the  FY  07 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropnate  $2,000  from  FY  2007  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the 
Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Betsy  Douglas:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropnate  $2,000  from  FY  2007  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal  expenses,  of  the 
Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Seconded  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropnate  $1,500  from  the  Community 
Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Histone  Resources  to  complete  the  restoration  of  the  east  side 
and  re-side  the  south  facmg  (road  side)  of  the  Moore’s  Comer  School/Meeting  house,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Betsy  Douglas:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropnate  $1,500  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Histone  Resources  to  complete  the  restoration  of  the  east  side  and  re-side 
the  south  facing  (road  side)  of  the  Moore’s  Comer  School/Meeting  house. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropnate  $5,500  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  Purposes  to  acquire  9.375  acres  of  land  that  provides  access  to 
the  Robert  Frost  Trail,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Betsy  Douglas:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropnate  $5,500  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  Purposes  to  acquire  9.375  acres  of  land  that  provides  access  to 
the  Robert  Frost  Trail. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropnate  $9,800  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  Purposes  to  restore  the  mlet  channel  at  the  south  end  of 
Leverett  Pond,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Betsy  Douglas:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropnate  $9,800  from  the  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Open  Space  Purposes  to  restore  the  mlet  channel  at  the  south  end  of 
Leverett  Pond. 

Some  residents  expressed  a desire  for  the  new  landing  to  be  a narrow  gravel  path  rather  than  a black-top 
parking  lot. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

FY  2007 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fees  for  copying 
and  printing 

Copier  and  printer  expenses 

$1,000 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$2,500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Town  Hall 

Selectboard 

Fund  raising 
suppers,  donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Fire  Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Article  Thirty-Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction 
and  or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction 
and  or  maintenance  related  work. 

Seconded.  Carries  uananimously. 

Article  Thirty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $397.85,  which  represents 
Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in 
accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $397.85,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 
Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL 
Chapter  140,  Section  1.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3288.94  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3288.94  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 
Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

A motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting  2006  at  3:16  p.m.  Carried 
unanimously. 

Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Special  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 

December  7,  2005 


Leverett  Elementary  School 
7:00  p.m. 

Gary  Gruber  opened  the  meeting  at  7: 10  p.m.  after  a quorum  was  deemed  to  be  present  (69 
voters). 

A motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant.  Seconded.  Passed. 

A motion  was  made  to  take  the  articles  out  of  order  and  making  the  Board  of  Health  issue  the  last. 
Seconded.  Carried. 

Article  two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $25,000  for 
costs  involved  in  the  Fall  2005  floods  and  rainstorms,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  costs  involved  in  the 
Fall  2005  floods  and  rainstorm.  Seconded. 

Will  Stratford  was  in  attendance  and  was  able  to  answer  questions  and  explained  that  82%  of  the 
cost  is  likely  to  be  reimbursed  by  MEMA  and/or  FEMA. 

Carnes  unanimously. 

Article  three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $250  for 
expenses  mvolved  in  a resources  study  on  a town-owned  land  parcel,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $250  for  expenses 
mvolved  m a resources  study  on  a town-owned  land  parcel.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  of  money  to 
match  a Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency  Pre-Disaster  Mitigation  Grant,  expenditure  of 
such  funds  to  be  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  grant,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Fenna  Lee:  I move  that  we  pass  over  this  article.  Seconded. 

Article  five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,200  to 
repair  the  Highway  Department  tractor’s  roadside  mower  attachment,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $4,200  to  repair  the  Highway 
Department  tractor’s  roadside  mower  attachment.  Seconded.  Carnes  unanimously. 

Article  six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $900  to 
equip  the  new  police  cruiser,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $900  to  equip  the  new  police 
cruiser.  Seconded.  Carnes  unanimously. 

Article  seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,100  for 
additional  school  health  insurance  coverage  (Account  # 300-914)  and  the  sum  of  $400  for  school 
dental  msurance  coverage  (Account  # 300-917)  for  Union  28  employees,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $2,100  for  additional  school 
health  msurance  coverage  (Account  # 300-914)  and  the  sum  of  $400  for  school  dental  msurance 
coverage  (Account  # 300-917)  for  Union  28  employees.  Seconded.  Carnes. 


Article  eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $740  for 
the  police  disability  insurance  account  (Account  # 210-700)  and  the  sum  of  $2,200  for  the  fire 
disability  insurance  account  (Account  # 220-700),  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $740  for  the  police  disability 
insurance  account  (Account  #210-700)  and  the  sum  of  $2,200  for  the  fire  disability  insurance 
account  (Account  # 220-700).  Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $7,000  for 
the  town  health  insurance  account  (Account  # 914-100),  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $7,000  for  the  town  health 
insurance  account  (Account  # 914-100).  Seconded.  After  a lengthy  discussion,  motion  cames. 

Article  ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expand  the  use  of  the  funds  appropnated  in  Article 
Three  of  the  June  25,  2001  Special  Town  Meeting  to  include  any  expenses  involved  in 
developing  senior  and  affordable  housing  in  Leverett,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expand  the  use  of  the  funds  appropnated  in  Article  Three  of 
the  June  25,  2001  Special  Town  Meeting  to  include  any  expenses  involved  in  developing  senior 
and  affordable  housing  in  Leverett.  Seconded.  Tom  Wolff,  of  the  Affordable  Housing  Committee, 
began  to  inform  town  meeting  of  the  plans  of  the  committee  when  a motion  was  made  to  end 
discussion.  Seconded.  Carried. 

Ongmal  motion  cames  unanimously. 

Article  eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expand  the  use  of  the  funds  appropnated  in 
Article  Thirteen  of  the  Apnl  30,  2005  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  include  the  purchase  and 
installation  of  any  new  doors  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expand  the  use  of  the  funds  appropriated  in  Article  Thirteen  of  the 
April  30,  2005  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  include  the  purchase  and  installation  of  any  new  doors  at 
the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station.  Seconded.  Cames. 

Article  twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  for  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS,  the  town  of  Leverett  supports  the  brave  men  and  women  deployed  in  Iraq,  honors 
the  memory  of  those  who  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  and  the  families  who  have  lost  their 
loved  ones;  and 

WHEREAS,  working  families  in  the  United  States  have  paid  a heavy  price  for  the  U.S. 
involvement  in  Iraq  with  the  deaths  of  more  than  1,900  U.S.  troops,  the  wounding  and  disabling 
of  more  than  14,000  U.S.  military  personnel,  and  the  deaths  of  nearly  25,000  Iraqi  civilians;  and 
WHEREAS,  more  than  $200  billion  has  been  appropnated  by  Congress  to  fund  military 
operations  and  reconstruction  in  Iraq,  and  Amencan  working  families  are  bearing  the  costs  of  this 
war,  not  only  monetanly  and  physically,  but  because  needed  resources  are  not  available  for 
education,  healthcare  and  other  social  services;  and 

WHEREAS,  pnor  to  the  initiation  of  combat  operations  in  Iraq,  the  people  of  Leverett  at  Town 
Meeting  on  February  24,  2003,  voted  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators  from 
Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District  that 
the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  not  previously 


approved  or  sanctioned  for  the  disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  military  action  by  the 
United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Cindy  Sheehan,  whose  son,  Army  Specialist  Casey  Sheehan  was  killed  in  Iraq  in 
April  2004,  waited  to  speak  to  President  Bush  outside  his  ranch  in  Crawford,  Texas  and  was 
joined  by  other  parents  who’s  children  have  been  killed  in  Iraq  is  now  on  the  Bnng  Our  Troops 
Home  bus  tour  throughout  the  US  in  advance  of  the  September  24,  2005  non-violent  mobilization 
in  Washington,  D.C.  to  end  the  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Bring  Our  Troops  Home  tour  was  in  Amherst  on  September  15  to  reach  out  to 
area  military  families,  veterans  and  concerned  citizens  and  urge  an  end  to  the  violence  m Iraq 
“before  one  more  mother’s  child  is  lost,”  in  the  words  of  Cmdy  Sheehan,  and  the  Tour  is 
sponsored  by  Gold  Star  Families  for  Peace  (families  who  have  lost  loved  ones  m Iraq),  Military 
Families  Speak  Out,  Iraq  Veterans  Agamst  the  War  and  Veterans  For  Peace;  and 
NOW,  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  vote  to  instruct  the  Town 
Clerk  to  urge  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators  from  Massachusetts  and  the 
Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District  to  commence  an  orderly  and 
rapid  withdrawal  of  United  States  military  personnel  from  Iraq  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and 
to  provide  the  people  of  Iraq  with  the  necessary  aid  to  secure  their  citizens  to  rebuild  Iraq. 

Motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  resolution.  Seconded.  Carried. 

Original  motion  carries. 

Article  one:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $20,000  for 
costs  involved  in  a Board  of  Health  lawsuit,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  costs  involved  in  a 
Board  of  Health  lawsuit. 

Seconded.  Discussion,  lots  of  it. 

Amendment:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $20,000  for  costs 
involved  in  a Board  of  Health  lawsuit  and  that  the  board  find  a negotiated/compromised  solution. 
Seconded.  Fails. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  free  cash  the  sum  of 
$20,000  for  costs  involved  in  a Board  of  Health  lawsuit  and  to  further  direct  the  board  to  pursue 
further  negotiations  on  the  issues.  Seconded.  Carries  as  the  final  readmg. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  9:00  p.m.  Seconded.  Carries. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Town  of  Leverett 

Annual  Town  Meeting  Minutes 

April  30,  2005 

Leverett  Elementary  School  gymnasium 
9:00  a.m. 

Gary  Gruber,  Moderator,  called  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  9:14  a.m.  a quorum  being 
deemed  present.  A moment  of  silence  was  observed.  The  reading  of  the  warrant  was 
dispensed. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by 
law  or  Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  One:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town 
officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  by  a single  vote  of  the 
Town  Clerk  (uncontested  races): 

Assessors:  David  Palmer,  3 years 

Board  of  Health:  Frank  Edge,  3 years,  Chuck  Dauchy,  2 years 

Library  Trustees:  Joan  Godsey  and  Chris  Condit,  3 years  each 

Constable:  John  Swartz,  3 years 

Finance  Committee:  Jim  Perkins:  3 years 

Moderator:  Gary  Gruber,  3 years 

Assistant  Moderator:  Fay  Zipkowitz,  1 year 

Planning  Board:  Steve  Freedman,  5 years 

School  Committee:  Peter  Cinner,  3 years 

Select  Board:  Rich  Brazeau,  3 years 

Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford,  1 year 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws 
Chapter  41,  Section  97,  relative  to  the  structure  of  the  Police  Department,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General 

Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  97,  relative  to  the  structure  of  the  Police  Department. 

Seconded.  No  Finance  Committee  recommendation.  Discussion  completed,  then  on  to 
discussion  of  next  article  before  a ballot  vote  on  both.  Carries:  152  in  favor,  19 
opposed. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  recommend  to  the  Select  Board  that  the 
Town  hire  a Police  Chief  jointly  with  the  Town  of  Shutesbury,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Three:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  recommend  to  the  Select  Board 

that  the  Town  hire  a Police  Chief  jointly  with  the  Town  of  Shutesbury.  Seconded. 

Motion  fails:  60  in  favor,  109  opposed. 

Tom  Wolff  gave  a report  of  the  Affordable  Housing  Committee. 

Planning  Board  gave  report  of  changes  to  the  sub-division  regulations. 


Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be 
contributed  by  the  member  towns  to  the  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2006,  as  required  under 
the  Agreement,  so  that  each  town’s  contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required  district 
minimum  contribution,  increases  by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution 
for  fiscal  year  2005,  after  which  increasing  Amherst’s  contribution  by  $100,000  and 
redistributing  the  corresponding  decrease  to  Pelham,  Leverett  and  Shutesbury  on  the 
basis  of  each  towns  region  enrollment  times  a computed  biennial  equalized  valuation 
(source  DOR)  per  pupil,  which  amendment  shall  apply  to  Fiscal  Year  2006  only,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

This  article  was  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Amended  (Fenna)  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be 
contributed  by  the  member  towns  to  the  district  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  the 
member  town  to  the  District  for  FY  ’06,  as  required  by  the  Agreement,  so  that  each 
town’s  contribution,  including  statutorily  required  district  minimum  contribution, 
increases  by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution  for  FY  ’05,  after  which 
a $100,000  reduction  is  applied  to  Pelham,  Leverett,  and  Shutesbury  on  the  basis  of  each 
town  region  enrollment  times  a computed  biennial  equalized  valuation  (source  DOR)  per 
pupil  and  with  subsequent  decreases  applied  to  Amherst’s  assessment.  Seconded. 

Carries. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Five:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such 

sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

The  Finance  Committee  approved  the  budget.  The  following  items  were  held  for 
discussion:  police  department  wages,  dog  officer  salary,  FRCOG,  and  building  inspector. 
The  only  change  to  the  budget  was  a decrease  in  the  regional  school  assessment.  The  total 
unheld  budget  that  was  passed  was  $4,326,318.  Budget  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $1 10,000  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new 
loader  for  the  Highway  Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Six:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $82,000  from 

the  Stabilization  Account  and  the  sum  of  $28,000  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new  loader  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  recommend.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $23,500  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new 
cruiser  for  the  Police  Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 


Article  Seven:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $16,000 
from  the  Stabilization  Account  and  the  sum  of  $7,500  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new  cruiser  for  the  Police  Department. 

Seconded,  (two-thirds  needed)  carries  35  in  favor,  4 opposed. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $30,500  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new 
tractor  for  the  Elementary  School  and  Highway  Department,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  Eight:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  sum  of  $30,500  from 

the  Free  Cash  Account  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  equipping  a new  tractor  for  the 
Elementary  School  and  Highway  Department. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

A quorum  count  was  called.  It  was  found  that  a quorum  was  not  present.  Several 
residents  called  friends  and  family  and  after  1 5 a quorum  was  reached  and  town  meeting 
continued. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $17,500  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Road 
Bridge,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nine:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1 7,500  from 

the  Free  Cash  Account  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Teawaddle  Hill  Road  Bridge. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $6,200  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Cushman  Road  Bridge, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Ten:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  transfer  the  sum  of  $6,200  from  the 

Free  Cash  Account  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Cushman  Road  Bridge. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $3,500  for  a new  mower  attachment  for  the  Highway 
Department’s  tractor,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eleven:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,500 
from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  a new  mower  attachment  for  the  Highway  Department’s 
tractor.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $3,000  for  a new  furnace  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twelve:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,000 

from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  a new  furnace  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station. 
Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $3,200  for  new  overhead  doors  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire 
Station,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Thirteen:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,200 

from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  new  overhead  doors  at  the  North  Leverett  Fire  Station. 

Seconded,  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  the  installation  of  a high-speed  internet  connection 
between  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  and  the  Public  Safety  Complex,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fourteen:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,000 
from  the  Free  Cash  Account  for  the  installation  of  a high-speed  internet  connection 
between  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  and  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from  FY  2006 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues:  $1 1,667.41  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding 
recreational  purposes);  $1 1,667.41  for  historic  resources;  $1 1,667.41  for  community 
housing;  and  $79,671.85  to  the  FY  06  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Fifteen:  ( Carol  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  reserve  the  following  from 

FY  2006  Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues:  $1 1,667.41  for  open  space  purposes 
(excluding  recreational  purposes);  $1 1,667.41  for  historic  resources;  $1 1,667.41  for 
community  housing;  and  $79,671.85  to  the  FY  06  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Budgeted  Reserve.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY  2006 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses, 
including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Sixteen:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000  from  FY 

2006  Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses, 
including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $23,588.58  from  the 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and  $1 1,851.42 
from  the  FY  2005  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  (a  total  of  $35,440) 
for  restoration  of  the  existing  original  windows  in  the  Leverett  Town  Hall  and  purchase 
of  new  external  storm  windows  made  for  historic  buildings,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  Seventeen:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  appropriate  $23,588.58 
from  the  Community  Preservation  Fund  Balance  Reserved  for  Historic  Resources  and 
$1 1,851.42  from  the  FY  2005  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  (a  total 


of  $35,440)  for  restoration  of  the  existing  original  windows  in  the  Leverett  Town  Hall 
and  purchase  of  new  external  storm  windows  made  for  historic  buildings. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $67,100  from  the 
Free  Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Article  Eighteen:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $67,100 
from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $50,000  from  the 
Free  Cash  Account  and  the  sum  of  $87,500  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  offset  the 
tax  rate  for  debt  payments,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Nineteen:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  the  sum  of  $50,000 
from  the  Free  Cash  Account  and  the  sum  of  $87,500  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to 
offset  the  tax  rate  for  debt  payments. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $722.67  from  Bond 
Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $722.67 

from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  to  the  Town  Interest  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $37,819.46 
from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  to  the  School  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  Twenty-One:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of 

$37,819.46  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  to  the  School  Interest  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $24,220.35 
from  the  FY  2005  Regional  School  Debt  Account  to  the  FY  2006  Regional  School  Debt 
Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Two:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of 

$24,220.35  from  the  FY  2005  Regional  School  Debt  Account  to  the  FY  2006  Regional 
School  Debt  Account. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section 
53EV2  to  account  for  fees  collected  from  the  Library  copier  and  printers,  such  funds  to  be 
under  the  authority  of  the  Library  Director.  Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  pay  for 
copier  and  printer  expenses  at  the  Library  and  expenditures  from  the  fund  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  $1,000  in  Fiscal  Year  2006,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Article  Twenty-Three:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  a revolving 
account  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44, 


Section  53EVi  to  account  for  fees  collected  from  the  Library  copier  and  printers,  such 
funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Library  Director.  Monies  from  the  fund  will  be 
used  to  pay  for  copier  and  printer  expenses  at  the  Library  and  expenditures  from  the  fund 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $1,000  in  Fiscal  Year  2006. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  revolving  funds  for 
certain  town  departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vi 
for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1 , 2005  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue 

Source 

Use 

FY  2006 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library 

Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books, 
audios  & videos 

$2,500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens 
& landscape  town 
property 

$1,000 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers, 
donations 

Town  Hall 

maintenance,  purchase 
equipment,  furnishings 

$500 

Fire 

Inspections 

Fire  Chief 

Inspections 

Fire  Inspectors  and  fire 
inspection  expenses 

$2,500 

Article  Twenty-Four:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  revolving 

funds  for  certain  town  departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44 
Section  53E  Vi  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2005  as  presented  in  the 
accompanying  table. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter 
into  contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or 
maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation 
Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance  related 
work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the 

Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for 
construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the 
Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any 
monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or 
maintenance  related  work. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $356.51,  which 
represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to 


the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of 
$356.51,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the 
General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $3,875.11 
from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Seven:  ( Jim  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of 

$3,875.1 1 from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account, 
contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  funds  from  FEMA. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  approve  the  Springfield  Materials 
Recycling  Facility  Municipal  Agreement  with  Recycle  America  Alliance  and  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for  the  receipt  and  processing  of 
the  town’s  recyclable  materials  at  the  Springfield  Materials  Recycling  Facility  for  ten 
years.  The  town  will  receive  $15.67  per  ton  of  recyclables  plus  a share  of  the  revenue 
generated  from  the  sale  of  recyclables  per  the  contract,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Twenty-Eight:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  approve  the  Springfield 

Materials  Recycling  Facility  Municipal  Agreement  with  Recycle  America  Alliance  and 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for  the  receipt  and  processing 
of  the  town’s  recyclable  materials  at  the  Springfield  Materials  Recycling  Facility  for  ten 
years.  The  town  will  receive  $15.67  per  ton  of  recyclables  plus  a share  of  the  revenue 
generated  from  the  sale  of  recyclables  per  the  contract. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

RESOLUTION  TO  SEEK  LOWER  ELECTRIC  RATES 
IN  A COMPETITIVE  ELECTRICITY  MARKET 

Whereas  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  by  enacting  Chapter  164  of  the  Acts  of 
1997,  has  established  a competitive  marketplace  through  deregulation  and  restructuring 
of  the  electric  industry;  and. 

Whereas  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  have  substantial  economic,  environmental  and 
social  interest  at  stake;  and, 

Whereas  the  Town  of  Leverett’s  residential  and  business  consumers  are  interested  in 
reducing  their  electric  rates  and  improving  service; 


Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  Town  Meeting  of  Leverett  grant  the  Selectboard 
authority  to  develop  and  participate  in  a contract,  or  contracts,  for  power  supply  and  other 
related  services,  independently  or  in  joint  action  with  other  towns  or  cities.  Such 
contracts  may  be  for  a term  of  up  to  five  years.  In  the  instance  of  joint  actions  with  other 
towns  or  cities,  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  town  is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  an 
intermunicipal  agreement  for  this  purpose,  to  develop  an  energy  plan  and  to  further 
comply  with  all  requirements  for  the  aggregated  purchase  of  energy  and  energy  related 
services  as  required  by  the  Commonwealth.  If  such  contracts  are  to  be  approved, 
individual  consumers  would  retain  the  option  not  to  participate  and  to  choose  any 
alternative  for  service  they  desire,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  chief  executive  officer  will  appoint  a representative  to  a 
sub-committee  of  the  Franklin  Regional  Council  of  Governments  to  oversee  the 
development  of  any  such  joint  action  and  make  recommendations  to  the  Council  and 
member  towns. 

Article  Twenty-Nine:  ( Fenna  ) Read  as  written  above.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 

Quorum  called  to  question  again.  Quorum  present.  Town  Meeting  continues. 

Article  Thirty:  (by  petition)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  for  the  following  resolution, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

Whereas  in  October  2002  the  United  States  Congress  adopted  a joint  resolution  to 
authorize  the  use  of  United  States  Armed  Forces  against  Iraq,  relying  on  statements  that 
were  untrue,  when  in  fact  the  United  States: 
was  not  threatened  with  attack  by  Iraq 
Saddam  Hussein  had  no  weapons  of  mass  destruction 
Saddam  Hussein  had  no  role  in  the  9/1 1 attacks 
Whereas  in  going  to  war  the  President  did  not  meet  the  conditions  imposed  by  Congress, 
failing  to  show  Congress  why  he; 

decided  a diplomatic  or  peaceful  means  alone  would  not  protect  the  national 
security  of  United  States  or  lead  to  enforcement  of  Security  Council  resolutions  on  Iraq; 

Whereas  the  very  presence  of  150,000  Americans  in  Iraq  has  become  a rallying  point  for 
dissatisfied  people  in  the  Arab  world  and  has  both  intensified  the  rage  of  the  extremist 
Muslim  terrorists  and  also  ignited  civil  hostilities  in  Iraq  that  have  made  United  States 
troops  and  Iraqi  civilians  substantially  less  safe 

Whereas  more  than  $230  billion  has  been  appropriated  by  Congress  with  $80  billion 
additional  being  sought  in  2005  causing  the  erosion  of  America’s  fiscal  stability,  and  the 
cutting  of  programs  for  health,  education,  welfare  and  the  environment,  programs  needed 
for  the  long  term  well-being  of  our  society. 

Whereas  the  removal  of  the  United  States  military  from  Iraq  will  help  diminish  one  of 
the  major  causes  of  Iraq's  growing  insurgency 


Whereas  the  town  of  Leverett  and  its  citizens  profoundly  wish  to  see  an  end  to  the  death 
wounding,  and  psychological  devastation  to  the  men  and  women  serving  in  the  United 
States  Armed  Forces  in  Iraq  and  to  the  horrors  of  war  being  endured  by  Iraqi  society. 

Whereas  the  best  way  to  truly  support  members  of  the  United  States  Aimed  Forces 
stationed  in  Iraq  is  to  remove  them  from  harm's  way. 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  town  of  Leverett  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  town  that 
the  president  should 

1)  develop  and  implement  a plan  to  begin  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  United  States 
Armed  Forces  from  Iraq  with  the  goal  of  removing  all  U.S.  military  bases  and 
personnel  from  Iraq 

2)  develop  and  implement  a plan  for  reconstructing  Iraq's  civil  and  economic 
infrastructure 

3)  convene  an  emergency  meeting  of  Iraq's  leadership,  Iraq's  neighbors,  the  United 
Nations,  and  the  Arab  League  to  create  an  international  peacekeeping  force  in 
Iraq  and  to  replace  United  States  armed  forces  in  Iraq  with  Iraqi  police  and  Iraqi 
National  Guard  forces  to  ensure  Iraq's  security;  and 

4)  take  all  necessary  steps  to  provide  the  Iraqi  people  with  the  opportunity  to 
complete  the  control  their  internal  affairs 

(The  resolution  is  based  on  House  Congressional  Resolution,  35,  submitted  by 

Congresswoman  Lynn  Woolsey  and  24  other  members  of  Congress) 

The  Town  Meeting  further  instructs  the  town  clerk  to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to 

President  Bush,  Senator  Kennedy,  Senator  Kerry,  Representative  Olver,  and  media. 

Article  Thirty:  ( Jim  ) Read  as  written  above.  Seconded.  Carries 

Motion  to  adjourn  Town  Meeting  made  at  3:10  p.m.  Seconded.  Carries 
unanimously. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Special  Town  Meeting 
Minutes  ^ 

January  18,  200T  '~> 


7:00  p.m.  Leverett  Elementary  School 

Moderator,  Gary  Gruber  called  town  meeting  to  order  at  7:01  p.m.  a quorum  being 
present.  The  reading  of  the  warrant  was  dispensed. 

Article  One:  To  choose  a Select  Board  member  to  fill  an  unexpired  tern  which  ends 
April  2006,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee  publicly  thanked  Jim  Perkins  for  his  time  on  the  board. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  choose  a Select  Board  member  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  which  ends  April  2006. 

Seconded.  Nominations  were  taken  for  Kip  Fonsh  and  Jim  Lyons. 

The  moderator  allowed  each  of  them  to  speak  for  about  two  minutes. 

Two  election  workers  were  appointed  and  the  polls  declared  open. 

Results:  Jim  Lyons:  47,  Kip  Fonsh:  35. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $91 1 .25  from  the  Free 
Cash  Account  for  special  maintenance  projects  at  the  Old  Library  Building,  or  take  any 
other  action  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $91 1.25  from  the  Free  Cash 
Account  for  special  maintenance  projects  at  the  Old  Library  Building,  or  take  any  other 
action  thereto. 

Motion  seconded.  Finance  Committee  had  no  recommendation.  Passed 
unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  the 
sum  of  $15,000  to  a Collective  Bargaining  Legal  Account  for  purposes  of  negotiations 
with  a Police  Department  Union,  or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  the  sum  of  $15,000 
to  a Collective  Bargaining  Legal  Account  for  purposes  of  negotiations  with  a Police 
Department  Union,  or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

Motion  seconded.  Discussion  ensued.  Many  thought  the  cost  was  exorbitant  and  a request 
was  made  of  the  Select  Board  to  get  two  more  quotes  from  area  attorneys.  The  board 
explained  that  due  to  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  contract,  it  must  be  done  correctly  and 
takes  more  time  than  a renewal.  Additional  quotes  will  be  sought. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  a sum 
of  money  to  pay  for  mandated  reimbursement  of  medical  expenses  under  Mass.  General 
Laws,  Chapter  41,  Section  100,  incurred  by  a police  officer  who  was  on  medical  leave 
under  Mass.  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  1 1 IF,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  the  sum  of 
$5,515.78  to  pay  for  mandated  reimbursement  of  medical  expenses  under  Mass.  General 


Laws,  Chapter  41 , Section  100,  incurred  by  a police  officer  who  was  on  medical  leave 
under  Mass.  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  1 1 IF,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  Transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  the 
sum  of  $63,  125.15  to  the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account 
for  expenditures  make  at  the  October  26,  2004  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Rich:  I move  the  Town  vote  Transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  the  sum  of  $63, 
125.15  to  the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account  for 
expenditures  make  at  the  October  26,  2004  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  article  Four  passed  at  the  November 
13,  2000  Special  Town  Meeting,  which  transferred  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
Tax  Collector’s  software,  to  include  the  purchase  of  computer  hardware. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  amend  article  Four  passed  at  the  November  13, 
2000  Special  Town  Meeting,  which  transferred  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  Tax 
Collector’s  software,  to  include  the  purchase  of  computer  hardware. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  7:54,  seconded  carried  unanimously. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Minutes 

Special  Town  Meeting 
October  26,  2004 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Fay  Zipkowitz,  Assistant  Moderator,  at 
7:15  p.m.,  a quorum  being  deemed  present. 

Announcements  were  made  including  Fay’s  announcement  that  the  school  addition  is 
finished  and  the  paperwork  has  been  turned  over  to  the  state.  The  audit  has  been 
completed  and  the  town  should  be  reimbursed  within  a year  by  the  state.  Hurrahs  were 
heard  around  the  room ! ! 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $25,991.53  and  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,008.47  from  the 
land  taking  article  (April  27,  2002  Annual  Town  Meeting,  Article  7)  to  complete 
payment  on  the  53-acre  parcel  of  land  located  east  of  Doolittle  Brook  and  designated  as 
Assessor’s  Map  5 Lot  107,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

MOTION:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $25,991.53  and  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $4,008.47  from  the  land 
taking  article  (April  27,  2002  Annual  Town  Meeting,  Article  7)  to  complete  payment  on 
the  53-acre  parcel  of  land  located  east  of  Doolittle  Brook  and  designated  as  Assessor’s 
Map  5 Lot  107,  payment  to  be  contingent  upon  the  written  agreement  of  the  previous 
owner,  which  is  approved  by  Town  Counsel,  that  no  other  claim  will  be  taken  against  the 
town  on  this  matter. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Note:  Article  two  was  taken  in  two  parts. 

Part  1: 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as 
follows,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto: 

Chapter  3 Article  1 Members  and  Terms 

Delete  “nine  (9)  members  of  a Goals  Committee” 

Chapter  3 Article  2 Officers;  Terms 
Delete  “Auditor” 

Chapter  16  Article  2 Finance  Committee  Provisions 
Change  A. 

Add  “other  than  on  the  Personnel  Board,  the  Capital  Planning  Committee,  the 
Financial  Advisory  Committee  and  any  other  unpaid,  temporary,  ad  hoc 
committee  that  has  no  budget” 

Delete  Chapter  19  Article  1 Health  Agent 

Delete  Chapter  34  Article  1 Regional  Refuse  Disposal  Planning  Committee 
Carries  unanimously. 

Motion:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  as  follows: 

Part  2: 


Motion,  part  two:  ( Fenna  ) I move  that  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town 
of  Leverett  as  follows: 

Chapter  3 Article  3 Election  proceedings 
Change  A. 

from  “All  nominations  and  elections  of  elective  boards  and  offices  shall  take 
place  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting” 

to  “All  nominations  and  elections  of  elective  boards  and  offices  shall  occur  as 
outlined  in  the  applicable  procedures  of  Mass  General  Laws  Chapters  50-57, 
inclusive.  Elections  shall  be  held  at  an  Annual  Election  on  the  First  Saturday 
of  May” 

Change  B. 

from  “All  elective  officials  with  terms  due  to  expire  shall,  if  they  do  not  wish 
to  seek  reelection,  so  notify  the  Town  Clerk  at  least  four  (4)  weeks  prior  to  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting” 

to  “All  elective  officials  with  terms  due  to  expire  shall,  if  they  do  not  wish  to 
seek  reelection,  so  notify  the  Town  Clerk  at  least  ten  (10)  weeks  prior  to  the  Annual 
Election” 

After  a lengthy  discussion  as  to  the  benefits  and  drawbacks  of  the  Town’s  election 
procedure,  and  the  appointing  of  some  new  members  who  spoke  passionately  about 
the  town  electoral  process  to  the  Town  Election  Procedure  Committee: 

The  motion  failed  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY  2005 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes),  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY  2005 

Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY  2005 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  historic  resources,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY  2005 

Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  historic  resources. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY  2005 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  community  housing,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  $9,680.22  from  FY 

2005  Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  community  housing. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000.00  from  FY  2005 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses  of  the 
Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  including  legal  expenses,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000.00  from  FY 

2005  Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses 
of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  including  legal  expenses. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $65,761.55  from  FY  2005 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  to  the  FY  2005  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reserve  $65,761 .55  from  FY 

2005  Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  to  the  FY  2005  Community  Preservation 
Fund  Budgeted  Reserve. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  FY  2005  appropriation  for 
School  Debt  Interest  by  the  sum  of  $44,932  and  vote  to  transfer  from  Bond  Premiums 
Reserved  the  sum  of  $5,231  to  the  School  Debt  Interest  Account,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reduce  the  FY  2005 

appropriation  for  School  Debt  Interest  by  the  sum  of  $44,932  and  vote  to  transfer  from 
Bond  Premiums  Reserved  the  sum  of  $5,231  to  the  School  Debt  Interest  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  FY  2005  appropriation  for 
Town  Debt  Principal  by  the  sum  of  $75,000,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  reduce  the  FY  2005 

appropriation  for  Town  Debt  Principal  by  the  sum  of  $75,000. 

Carries. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,718  and 
vote  to  transfer  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  the  sum  of  $567  to  the  Town  Debt 
Interest  Account,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 

of  $3,718  and  vote  to  transfer  from  Bond  Premiums  Reserved  the  sum  of  $567  to  the 
Town  Debt  Interest  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  additional  sums  of  money  for  the  FY  2005  operating  budget,  as  follows, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto: 

Motion:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  additional 

sums  of  money  for  the  FY  2005  operating  budget,  as  follows: 


Account  # 


Department 


Amount 


192 

Town  Hall/Old  Library 
Maintenance 

$ 300 

300-914 

Health  Insurance  - School 

$ 7,000 

423- 

Highway  Snow  and  Ice  Expenses 

$ 5,000 

510 

Board  of  Health  Expenses 

$ 105 

541-100 

Council  on  Aging  Salaries 

$ 2,000 

914 

Health  Insurance  - Town 

$ 7,500 

Total 

$21,905 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $4,554.10  for  underestimated  bonding  expenses  for  the  Public 
Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Fenna ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $4,554.10  for  underestimated  bonding  expenses  for  the  Public  Safety 
Complex. 

Carries  unaninmously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $555.52  for  the  purpose  of  paying  an  FY  2004  bill  of  prior 
year  for  A.R.  Sandri  Inc.,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Jim ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $555.52  for  the  purpose  of  paying  an  FY  2004  bill  of  prior  year  for 
A.R.  Sandri  Inc. 

Carries. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  emergency  planning  activities  for  Lake  Wyola  Dam 
in  Shutesbury,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  emergency  planning  activities  for  Lake  Wyola  Dam  in 
Shutesbury. 

Carries  53  in  favor,  2 opposed. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Leverett  Pond  dry  hydrant,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $2,000  for  the  repair  of  the  Leverett  Pond  dry  hydrant. 

Carries. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,500  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a new  well  pump 
and  associated  components  at  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Motion:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $1,680  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a new  well  pump  and 
associated  components  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Carries. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $5,764  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a water  tank  and 
pump  at  the  Public  Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $5,764  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  a water  tank  and  pump  at 
the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Finance  Committee  recommends. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $5,080  for  emergency  electrical  system  work  at  the  Public 
Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 
Account  the  sum  of  $5,080  for  emergency  electrical  system  work  at  the  Public  Safety 
Complex. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $15,500  and  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $15,000  from  the 
school  soil  absorption  system  (October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting,  Article  10)  for 
the  purchase  and  installation  of  an  emergency  generator  at  Leverett  Elementary  School, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  ( Rich ) I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization 

Account  the  sum  of  $15,500  and  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $15,000  from  the  school  soil 
absorption  system  (October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting,  Article  10)  for  the  purchase 
and  installation  of  an  emergency  generator  at  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  of 
money  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Motion:  ( Jim  ) I move  to  pass  over  this  article. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  seconded  at  9:15  p.m.  Carries  unanimously. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Moderator  opens  polls  for  retiree  health  insurance  question. 

Steve  Kulik  speaks  and  takes  questions. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  under  the  provisions  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  55  to  appoint  a Town  Accountant  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  and  possess  the  powers  of  a Town  Auditor  as  defined  in  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Sections  50-53  inclusive,  and  to  see  if  the  town  will  abolish  the  office 
of  Town  Auditor,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  under  the 
provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  55  to  appoint  a Town  Accountant 
who  shall  perform  the  duties  and  possess  the  powers  of  a Town  Auditor  as  defined  in 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Sections  50-53  inclusive,  and  that  the  town  abolish  the 
office  of  Town  Auditor. 

Motion  Carries. 

Article  Three:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for 
periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

Moderator  reads  names  of  offices  for  election.  Nominations  taken  from  the  floor  of  Town 
Meeting.  If  race  is  not  contested,  Town  Clerk  is  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  said.  If  race  is 
contested.  Town  clerk  records  names  and  makes  a ballot  which  is  run  off  on  copier. 

Elections  results  as  follows: 

Assessor:  Don  Robinson,  no  contest 

Board  of  Health:  Michael  Fair,  164;  Chris  Kilham,  163;  Paul  Bourke,  130  (Fair  and  Kilham 
elected  for  3 year  terms.) 

Library  Trustees:  Elaine  Barker,  Lindsay  Palermo 
Constable:  Carlyle  Field 

Finance  Committee:  Joe  Stokes,  Donald  Gibavic 

Assistant  Moderator:  Faye  Zipkowitz 

School  Committee:  Steve  Kavanagh,  Laurie  Millman 

Planning  Board:  Tom  Ewing,  Van  Stoddard 

Select  Board:  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore 

Town  Clerk:  Lisa  Stratford 

Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford 

Article  Four  (Ballot  Question):  Shall  the  town  pay  one-half  the  premium  costs  payable  by 
a retired  employee  for  group  life  insurance  and  for  group  general  or  blanket  hospital, 
surgical,  medical,  dental  and  other  health  insurance?  Polls  close  at  end  of  Town  Meeting. 
See  last  page  of  minutes  for  results. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  the 
member  towns  to  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2005,  as  required  under  the  Agreement,  so  that  each 
town’s  contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required  minimum  district  contribution,  increases 
by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution  for  fiscal  year  2004,  such  amendment 
shall  apply  to  fiscal  year  2005  only,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  the  member  towns 
to  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2005,  as  required  under  the  Agreement,  so  that  each  town’s 
contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required  minimum  district  contribution,  increases  by  an 
equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution  for  fiscal  year  2004,  such  amendment  shall 
apply  to  fiscal  year  2005  only. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  horn  available  funds 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
meet  Town  expenses. 

Moderator  reads  budget  and  asks  for  “holds”  on  items  residents  would  like  explained.  Total 
unheld  items:  $3,899,1 18  passes  unanimously. 

Police  part-time  help  increase  is  explained  by  Fenna. 

Motion  to  raise  and  appropriate  $139,980  for  police  part-time  help  passes  unanimously  for  a total 
budget  of:  $4,039,098. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $4,900  for  the  purchase  of  a new  snow  plow  for  the  Highway  Department, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $4,900  for  the  purchase  of  a new  snow 
plow  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by  vandalism  to  a police  officer’s  vehicle,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by 
vandalism  to  a police  officer’s  vehicle. 

Seconded. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  to  add  the  following  to  the  above:  and  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to 
grant  a reward  not  to  exceed  $5000,  from  Free  Cash,  for  information  leading  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  responsible  party/ies. 

Seconded. 

Nancy  Grossman:  To  reduce  the  reward  amount  to  $500.  Seconded.  Motion  fails. 

Original  amended  motion  carries  as  follows:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free 
cash  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by  vandalism  to  a police  officer’s  vehicle  and  to  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  grant  a reward  not  to  exceed  $5000,  from  Free  Cash,  for  information  leading  to 
the  arrest  and  conviction  responsible  party/ies. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $3,500  for  a Leverett  Elementary  School  construction  audit,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $3,500  for  a Leverett  Elementary 
School  construction  audit. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries  unammously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $1,000  for  the  sanding  and  refinishing  of  the  Town  Hall  floors,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1,000  for  the  sanding  and  refinishing 
of  the  Town  Hall  floors. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $4,850  for  providing  emergency  power  connections  at  the  Leverett  Public 
Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $4,850  for  providing  emergency  power 
connections  at  the  Leverett  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $40,000  from  the  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  year  1 of  the  Leverett  Pond  Public  Access 
and  Open  Space  Preservation  project,  to  be  spent  as  follows:  $1 1,000  for  chemical  weed 
treatment,  $19,000  to  hire  a contractor  for  hydro-raking,  and  $10,000  for  a boardwalk,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Danielle  Barshak  (CPC):  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $40,000  from  the  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  year  1 of  the  Leverett  Pond  Public  Access 
and  Open  Space  Preservation  project,  to  be  spent  as  follows:  $1 1,000  for  chemical  weed 
treatment,  $19,000  to  hire  a contractor  for  hydro-raking,  and  $10,000  for  a boardwalk. 

Carol  Heim,  Chair  of  the  Community  Preservation  Committee,  gave  a minority  report 
stating  that  not  enough  information  was  included  in  the  proposal  by  the  Friends  of  Leverett  Pond 
and  a minority  group  within  the  CPC  did  not  recommend  funding  this  proposal. 

The  floor  was  opened  to  questions  which  were  answered  by  Jim  Field,  Friends  of  Leverett  Pond, 
as  requested  by  Danielle  Barshak. 

Motion  fails,  61  in  favor,  103  opposed. 

Lunch  break. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  by  deleting 
Section  2330  in  its  entirety,  including  subsections  2331  through  2337,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Jeff  McQueen,  Planning  Board: ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning 
Bylaw  by  deleting  Section  2330  in  its  entirety,  including  subsections  2331  through  2337. 

Lengthy  discussion. 

Motion  fails. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  by  adding  a 
Rural  Outlying  district  as  follows,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

1 . by  amending  Section  21 10  by  adding,  after  the  line  beginning  “Residence/Rural”  the 

following  line:  “Residence/Rural  Outlying RRO” 

2.  by  amending  the  “Zoning  Map,  Leverett,  Mass.,”  referred  to  in  the  third  paragraph  of 
Section  2100  to  show  thereon  the  Residence/Rural  Outlying  district  which  district  shall 
include  all  land  in  Leverett  located  northerly  of  300  feet  northerly  of  Shutesbury  Road  and 


easterly  of  300  feet  easterly  of  Montague  Road  and  300  feet  easterly  of  Route  63,  excepting 
the  land  lying  within  300  feet  of  Cave  Hill  Road  and  the  land  lying  within  300  feet  of  North 
Leverett  Road  and  the  land  within  such  area  presently  zoned  General  Business  or  Village 
Residence. 

3.  by  adding  a column  in  section  2230,  after  the  column  headed  RR,  headed  “RRO”,  which 
column  would  have  the  same  uses  as  set  forth  in  the  RR  column. 

4.  by  adding  a column  “RRO”  in  section  2340,  after  the  column  headed  RR,  which  column 
would  have  the  same  dimensional  requirements  as  the  RR  column  except  for  the  Minimum 
lot  area  which  would  be  “120,000”  and  the  Minimum  lot  frontage  which  would  be  “300”. 

Withdrawn  by  the  Planning  Board. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  for  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

NUCLEAR- WEAPONS  FREE  WORLD 

Whereas  20th  Century  science  and  technology  created  a real  and  present  threat  of  exterminating 
the  human  species  and  our  natural  environment  with  nuclear  weapons,  we  ardently  hope  for  a 
21st  Century  society  in  which  science  and  technology  are  utilized  for  humane  purposes. 

The  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  USA,  as  a participant  in  the  Mayors  for  Peace  initiative 
and  the  2020  Vision  Campaign  hereby  demand  that: 

1)  National  governments  increase  dialogue,  work  conscientiously  to  build  trust,  and 
maintain  and  strengthen  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT); 

2)  Nuclear-weapon  states  and  de  facto  nuclear-weapon  states,  including  non-parties  to  NPT, 
immediately  cease  all  nuclear  development  programs,  including  those  intended  for  space, 
and  bring  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  into  force  forthwith;  and 

tVi 

3)  The  2005  NPT  Review  Conference  in  New  York,  which  takes  place  just  prior  to  the  60 
anniversary  of  the  atomic  bombings,  demand  that  nations  begin  to  map  the  road  to  a 
nuclear-weapons  free  world  with  adoption  by  2010  and  a commitment  to  reach  that  goal 
by  2020. 

We  hereby  declare  our  renewed  determination  to  act  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  to  eliminate 
nuclear  weapons  and  create  a world  without  war  in  which  resources  are  used  to  reduce  hunger, 
poverty,  refugee  status,  and  human  rights  violations. 

A copy  of  this  declaration  is  to  be  sent  to  President  George  Bush,  US  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations  John  Negroponte,  Security  General  of  the  United  Nations  Kofi  Annan,  Speaker  of  the 
House  Dennis  Hastert,  President  Pro  Tern  of  the  Senate  William  Frist,  Senator  Jolm  Kerry, 
Senator  Edward  Kennedy,  Representative  John  Olver,  Mayor  of  Hiroshima  and  President  of  the 
Mayors  for  Peace  Tadatoshi  Akiba. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution:  (see  above). 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  (by petition) 

The  owners  of  Vermont  Yankee  (VY),  Entergy,  are  planning  a 20%  “uprate”  or  increase  in 
capacity.  Vermont  Yankee,  a 540  megawatt  facility  in  Vernon,  Vermont  is  nearing  its  projected 
lifespan  of  40  years  with  only  8 years  remaining.  20%  is  the  maximum  allowable  rate  of  increase 


permitted  and  is  unprecedented  for  an  aging  reactor  such  as  Vermont  Yankee.  Entergy  has 
requested  this  uprate  without  due  consideration  to  an  INDEPENDENT  engineering  assessment 
in  their  planning.  In  case  of  an  accident  or  terrorist  attack  on  this  target,  the  radioactive  cloud 
would  be  34%  more  toxic  than  is  now  the  case  according  to  the  Union  of  Concerned  Scientists. 
Vermont  Yankee  stores  25  million  curries  of  irradiated  fuel  and  is  a potential  target  for  terrorism. 
VY  is  an  aging  GE  Mark  I boiler  reactor  that  is  vulnerable  to  accidents. 

Therefore,  we,  ask  the  town  to  vote  on  a resolution  to  send  a letter  stating  that  the 
Citizens  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  object  to  Entergy’s  placing  of  profit  before  the 
safety  of  our  communities  and  that  we  demand  that  an  INDEPTH  INDEPENDENT 
(4  month)  engineering  assessment  be  conducted  similar  to  that  conducted  by  Maine 
Yankee  before  any  increase  in  capacity  is  considered.  And  that  the  letter  outlining 
these  concerns  be  sent  to: 

Vermont  Public  Service  Board  Our  Senators  and  Representatives 

Entergy  (owners  of  Vermont  Yankee)  Greenfield  Recorder 

Vermont  Yankee  Nuclear  Plant  Daily  Eiampshire  Gazette 

Vernon,  Vermont  Select  Board  The  Montague  Reporter 

Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution:  (see  above). 

Nancy  Emond  originator,  answered  questions  and  explained. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $374.25,  which  represents  Leverett’ s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in 
accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $374.25,  which  represents  Leverett’ s share  of  the 
Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with 
MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws 
Chapter  140,  Section  147 A relative  to  the  licensing  of  dogs,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53Ex/2  to  account  for 
fees  collected  from  the  licensing  of  dogs,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Town  Clerk. 
Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  purchase  dog  tags,  operate  rabies  climes  and  for  other 
related  dog  or  animal  control  measures  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,000  in  Fiscal  Year 
2005,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53Ex/2  to  account  for 
fees  collected  from  fire  inspections,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Fire  Chief. 
Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  pay  fire  inspectors  and  for  other  related  fire  inspection 
measures  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,500  in  Fiscal  Year  2005,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 


Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53E/i  to  account  for  fees 
collected  from  fire  inspections,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Fire  Chief.  Monies 
from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  pay  fire  inspectors  and  for  other  related  fire  inspection  measures 
and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,500  in  Fiscal  Year  2005. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  lA  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  2004  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue 

Source 

Use 

FY  2005 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library 

Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$1,500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers, 
donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  lA  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
2004  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table  and  approve  the  report  on  the  funds  as  presented. 

Motion  carries. 


Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Ehghway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of 
highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90) 
and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  46,  Section  12  of  the 
Acts  of  2003,  which  will  allow  call  and  volunteer  firefighters  to  participate  in  the  town’s  group 
health  insurance  benefit  at  100%  the  firefighter’s  cost,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Fenna  Lee:  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  Chapter  46,  Section  12  of  the  Acts  of  2003, 
which  will  allow  call  and  volunteer  firefighters  to  participate  in  the  town’s  group  health 
insurance  benefit  at  100%  the  firefighter’s  cost. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $53,489  from  the 
Free  Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account  from 
expenditures  made  at  the  October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $53,489  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into 
the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account  from  expenditures  made  at  the 
October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  a sum  of  money  from  the  Free 
Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into  the 
Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $60,000  for  the  Capital  Purchasing  Program  and  the  sum  of 
$250,000  for  future  debt  payments. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $872.70  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $872.70  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to 
the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting  made  at  3:35  p.m.  Seconded,  carries. 

Election  results:  Article  Four,  retiree  health  insurance: 

(Tellers:  Mary  Field,  Larry  Hansen); 

205  ballots  cast: 

184  in  favor,  21  opposed. 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  28,  1998 
MINUTES 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  Town  of  Leverett  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary 
Gruber  at  9: 10am,  a quorum  of  voters  (57  on  this  date)  being  deemed  present.  There  was  a motion 
to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

Moderator  Gruber  called  for  a moment  of  silence  to  remember  those  who  had  passed  from  our 
midst  and  to  celebrate  those  who  had  been  bom  during  the  past  year.  He  then  recognized  the 
recipient  of  the  Dedication  of  the  current  Annual  Town  Report,  Clifford  Blinn. 


Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  from  the  Town  Meeting  floor  by  unanimous  vote: 

Assessor,  3 year  term,  Donald  Robinson,  Assessor,  2 year  term,  James  Hicks 
Auditor,  1 year  term,  Steve  Nagy; 

Library  Trustees,  3 year  terms,  Judith  Batty,  Elaine  Barker; 

Constable,  3 year  term,  Carlyle  Field; 

Finance  Committee,  3 year  term,  Edith  Field,  John  Jenkins,  2 year  term,  Cynthia  Thomas-Kimmel; 
Assistant  Moderator,  1 year  term,  Nancy  Gibavic;  Planning  Board,  5 year  term,  Kenneth  Kahn, 
School  Committee,  3 year  terms,  Laurie  Brown,  Laune  Millman; 

Selectboard,  3 year  term,  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore,  Town  Clerk,  3 year  term,  Lisa  Stratford; 

Tree  Warden,  1 year  term,  Will  Stratford 

Board  of  Health,  1 year  terms,  Steve  Ball,  John  Hillman. 

The  Board  of  Health  vote  followed  a ballot  vote  for  Board  of  Health,  two  3 year  terms. 

Nominated  for  these  two  positions  were:  Matt  Corcoran  (73  votes),  Glenn  Ayers  (81  votes), 

Steve  Ball  (67  votes).  Corcoran  and  Ayers  will  serve  for  three  years. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Total  budget  voted  by  the  meeting:  $2,909,423. 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  to  read  “the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  A.M.”  instead  of  “the  last  Saturday  in  March 
at  9:00  A.M.”  A complete  text  of  the  change  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 
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Jim  Perkins:  I move  to  amend  Article  4 1 -4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  read  “the  last 
Saturday  in  April  at  9:00  A.M.”  instead  of  “the  last  Saturday  m March  or  the  first  Saturday  m 
April  which  is  not  a holiday  weekend  at  9:00  A.M.” 

Motion  seconded  Motion  failed. 


Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  mto  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried 


Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$8,600  to  purchase  computer  hardware  and  software  for  the  Board  of  Assessors 

Don  Robinson:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $8,600  to  purchase  computer 
hardware  and  software  for  the  Board  of  Assessors.  Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  was  then 
amended  to  indicate  the  money  would  be  taken  from  free  cash  rather  than  raised  and  appropriated 
Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$2,500  for  the  Conservation  Land  Fund 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  take  from  free  cash  $2,500  for  the  Conservation  Land 
Fund 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried 
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Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Christopher  Condit:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library. 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  pass  over  the  article.  Motion  was 
seconded.  Motion  failed  by  a vote  of  Yes,  30;  No,  92. 

After  further  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  end  debate  This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried 
Vote  on  the  main  motion  carried:  Yes,  115;  No,  10. 


At  this  point  in  the  meeting  the  Selectboard  recognized  retiring  Town  Clerk  D’Ann  Kelty  with  a 
citation  from  the  State  Senate  and  paintings  by  Leverett  artists  Bill  Rath  bun  and  Lynn  Peterfreund. 

State  Representative  Steve  Kulik  addressed  the  meeting  concerning  Education  Funding,  and  took 
questions  from  the  floor 

At  12:40  Moderator  Gruber  announced  that  the  meeting  would  reconvene  at  1:30  after  lunch 
The  meeting  reconvened  at  1 35. 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds 
or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $190,000  to  buy  and  equip  a new  fire  truck  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Due  to  the  absence  of  firefighters  who  had  been  called  from  the  meeting  earlier  to  respond  to  a 
brush  fire,  Selectboard  Chair  Donald  Gibavic  made  the  following  motion  I move  the  town  vote  to 
expend  $60,000  from  free  cash  and  $130,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a new  fire  truck. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee 
Motion  carried  by  a vote  of  Yes,  70;  No,  1. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds, 
or  borrow  $33,000  to  remove  the  underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with 
above  ground  tanks  including  the  construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts  and 
electrical  work. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $33,000  from  free  cash  to  remove  the 
underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with  above  ground  tanks  including  the 
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construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts,  pumps,  electrical  work  and  all 
associated  services. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or 
borrow  $10,300  to  replace  four  garage  doors  at  the  fire/highway  building. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $8600  from  free  cash  to  replace  four  garage 
doors  at  the  fire/highway  building 

Motion  was  seconded  Will  Stratford  moved  to  amend  the  article  to  read  a sum  of  $10,300 
Amendment  was  seconded  and  earned. 

Recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $1200  to  install  an  insulated  overhead  door  at  the  fire  station. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1200  to  install  an  insulated 
overhead  garage  door  at  the  old  highway  garage. 

Motion  was  seconded;  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee 

Motion  carried  unanimously 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $7,000  to  shingle  and/or  repair  the  roof  of  the  fire  station. 

Article  was  passed  over,  due  to  generosity  of  resident  Donald  Ogden. 


Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account 
$5795  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $5795  from  the  Road  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Department  budget  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway 
equipment. 
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Motion  was  seconded;  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 


Motion  was  made  to  table  this  article.  Motion  was  seconded  and  earned. 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $1550  for  legal  services  and  related  costs  for  foreclosure  proceedings. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $ 1550  for  legal  services  and 
related  costs  for  foreclosure  proceedings. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  $10,000  for  designer/architects  services  for  the  public  safety/public  works 
complex. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  borrow  $ 10,000  for  designer/architects  services  for 
the  public  safety/public  works  complex. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  with  a vote:  Yes  - 69,  No  - 4 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate,  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  $15,000  for  designer/architectural  services  to  undertake  a feasibility  study  for  an 
addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Fay  Zipkowitz::  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  borrow  $15,000  for  designer/architectural  services 
to  undertake  a feasibility  study  for  an  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Motion  was  seconded;  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  with  a vote  of:  Yes  - 75,  No  - 1. 


Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $2,836  to  cover  additional  costs  of  testing  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill  for  the  completion 
of  the  last  round  of  testing  for  the  Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 

SEVENTEEN:  Jim:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  $2,127.00  from  free  cash  to  cover  additional  costs 
of  testing  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill  for  the  completion  of  the  last  round  of  testing  for  the 
Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 
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Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  was  amended  to  indicate  that  the  money  would  be  expended  from 
free  cash,  rather  than  raised  and  appropriated  Amendment  was  seconded  and  earned. 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 


At  this  pomt,  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore  re-introduced  Article  Thirteen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to 
transfer  $5795  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Department  budget  for  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

Motion  was  seconded;  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  unanimously 


Article  Eighteen:  To  see  whether  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  taking  by  eminent  domain  or  any  other  method,  the  land  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Dudleyville  Road,  shown  on  a plan  entitled  “Alternation  of  Dudleyville  Road, 
Leverett  (Franklin  County,  MA)”  surveyed  for  the  Town  of  Leverett  by  Ainsworth  & Associates, 
Inc.  dated  April  25,  1996,  described  herem.  A complete  description  of  the  metes  and  bounds  of 
this  parcel  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to 
acquire  for  the  town  the  land  on  the  northerly  side  of  Dudleyville  Road  shown  on  a plan  entitled, 
“Alternation  of  Dudleyville  Road,  Leverett  (Franklin  County,  MA)”  surveyed  for  the  Town  by 
Ainsworth  & Associates,  Inc  dated  April  25,  1996,  owned  by  W D.  Cowls,  said  land  is  described 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  6 set  in  the  Northerly  line  of  Dudleyville  Road 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Mark  D.  LaClaire;  thence  North  33°  03  49”  East  a distance  of  17.28 
feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  5 at  land  of  said  LaClaire  and  land  now 
or  formerly  of  W D.  Cowls,  Inc.;  thence  South  64°  47’  01”  East  a distance  of  34.38  feet,  more  or 
less,  to  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  4 by  land  of  said  Cowls,  thence  continuing  South  47° 
44’  45”  East  a distance  of  120.56  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound  numbered  3 to  be  set; 
thence  by  land  of  said  W.D.  Cowls,  Inc.  South  53°  25’  11”  East  a distance  of  191.75  feet,  more  or 
less,  to  a gramte  bound  numbered  2 to  be  set  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  Daryl  and  Ernestine 
Johnson;  thence  South  26°  16’  45”  West  a distance  of  16.77  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound 
to  be  set  numbered  5 set  in  the  northeasterly  line  of  Dudleyville  Road;  thence  by  said  Dudleyville 
Road  North  53°  25’  1 1”  West  195.57  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a point;  thence  North  47° 44’  45”  West 
a distance  of  1 16.80  feet,  by  the  Northeasterly  line  of  said  Dudleyville  Road  to  a point;  thence 
North  64°  47’  01”  West  a distance  of  36.28  feet,  more  or  less,  by  said  Dudleyville  Road  to  the 
granite  bound  set  at  the  beginning.  See  deed  to  W.D.  Cowls,  Inc.  dated  1971  recorded  with 
Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds  at  Book  1289,  page  54. 

Motion  was  seconded 
Motion  carried  unanimously. 
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Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding 
the  following  sentence  after  the  first  sentence  of  Section  2332: 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  section  2332  only,  the  building  line  for  a rear  lot  shall  designate 
the  line  behind  which  the  principal  building  on  the  lot  shall  be  built.” 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  first  sentence  of  Section  2332: 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  section  2332  only,  the  building  lme  for  a rear  lot  shall  designate 
the  lme  behind  which  the  principal  building  on  the  lot  shall  be  built.” 

Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  section: 

“4524.  “Major  Streams”  are  those  streams  shown  as  bold  lines  on  the  aforesaid  map. 
“Minor  Streams”  are  all  streams  shown  on  the  aforesaid  map  and  not  shown  by  a bold 
lme.” 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  section: 

“4524.  “Major  Streams”  are  those  streams  shown  as  bold  lmes  on  the  aforesaid  map 
“Minor  Streams”  are  all  streams  shown  on  the  aforesaid  map  and  not  shown  by  a bold 
lme.” 

Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Law  by 
adding  the  following  sentence  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  4321: 

‘‘Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  to  the  contrary,  the  lot  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
dimensional  requirements  and  restrictions  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  if 
(a)  the  portion  of  the  lot  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  is  shown  on  a 
recordable  plan  as  complying  with  the  Dimensional  Schedule  for  the  underlying  District 
and  (b)  it  is  indicated  on  the  plan  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  m the  portion  of  the  lot 
in  the  Aquifer  Protection  District.” 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  432 1 : 

“Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  to  the  contrary,  the  lot  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
dimensional  requirements  and  restrictions  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  if 
(a)  the  portion  of  the  lot  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  is  shown  on  a 
recordable  plan  as  complying  with  the  Dimensional  Schedule  for  the  underlying  District 
and  (b)  it  is  indicated  on  the  plan  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  m the  portion  of  the  lot 
in  the  Aquifer  Protection  District.” 
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The  question  was  called.  Motion  to  end  debate  was  seconded  and  earned. 

The  main  article,  with  four  amendments  carried  with  a vote  of:  Yes  - 54,  No  - 21. 


Article  Twenty  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the 
addition  of  a new  Section  4900  Article  IV  Special  Regulations  which  seeks  to  allow 
telecommunication  and  wireless  services  with  minimal  effect  to  the  public  health,  safety  and 
general  welfare  and  to  minimize  the  visual  impact  of  such  facilities.  The  complete  text  of  this 
article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herem  by  reference. 

Sidney  Pontz:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the  addition  of 
a new  Section  4900  Article  IV  Special  Regulations  which  seeks  to  allow  telecommunication  and 
wireless  services  with  minimal  effect  to  the  public  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  and  to 
minimize  the  visual  impact  of  such  facilities.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference 

Motion  was  seconded.  Sid  offered  a friendly  amendment  to  include  also  amending  that  section  of 
the  existing  Zoning  Bylaws  in  Article  VI.  Definitions  by  adding  after  the  definition  of  “Structure”: 
TELECOMMUNICATION  FACILITIES  - mcludes  towers,  antennas,  buildings  and  accessory 
structures  designed  or  modified  to  provide  personal  communications  services,  radio  and  television 
broadcast  or  reception,  microwave  communications,  or  similar  communication  services.  Not 
included  are  antennas  used  for  personal  television  and  radio  reception  or  radio  facilities  actively 
used  under  a FCC  (Federal  Communication  Commission)  amateur  radio  license 
and  in  Section  2234,  to  insert  after  the  lme  beginning  “Sale  or  storage  of  feed”  the  following  lme: 
Telecommunications  Facilities  N N N SP 

(This  amendment  was  implied  in  the  mam  motion  and  the  posted  warrant  article  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  this  information  was  included  in  all  information  regarding  this  article  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  was  on  all  information  presented  at  the  public  hearing  and  available  to  Town 
Meeting  participants.  This  amendment  adds  a definition  and  use  restrictions  to  the  pertinent 
sections  of  the  existing  bylaws  to  complete  the  document  should  the  new  section  4900  be  adopted.) 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Steve  Blinn:  I move  to  amend  the  motion  by  changing  the  designations  m section  2234  to  read: 
Telecommunications  Facilities  SP  SP  N SP 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  failed 

After  discussion  the  question  was  called  Motion  to  vote  was  seconded  and  earned. 

Main  motion  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 44,  No  - 3 


Article  Twenty  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authonze  the  continuation  of  the  Night 
Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993. 


8 


Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 68,  No  - 2. 


Article  Twenty  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the 
addition  of  a new  Section  4700  which  creates  a Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District.  The  intent  of 
this  is  to  protect  the  natural,  geological  and  histone  character  of  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay 
Distnct  while  providing  for  reasonable  use  of  pnvate  land.  Structures  built  in  this  district  would 
be  subject  to  increased  setback  requirements,  a natural  vegetation  buffer  zone  and  a site  plan 
review.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein 
by  reference. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the  addition  of 
a new  Section  4700  which  creates  a Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  Distnct.  The  intent  of  this  is  to 
protect  the  natural,  geological  and  historic  character  of  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District 
while  providing  for  reasonable  use  of  private  land  Structures  built  in  this  distnct  would  be  subject 
to  increased  setback  requirements,  a natural  vegetation  buffer  zone  and  a site  plan  review. 

Motion  was  seconded.  At  this  pomt  McQueen  made  sure  that  everyone  in  the  meeting  had  a copy 
of  the  complete  text  of  the  proposed  new  Section  4700.  He  stated  that  two  friendly  amendments 
which  were  a result  of  the  recent  hearing  on  this  proposed  change  were  printed  on  the  back  of  the 
document  distnbuted.  Bill  Rivers  and  Jeff  McQueen  proceeded  to  propose  these  two  amendments. 

Bill  Rivers:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  by  the  addition  of  the  following  sentence  after  the 
second  sentence  of  said  section: 

Notwithstanding  the  first  sentence  of  this  paragraph  to  the  contrary,  the  owner  of  any  lot 
existing  as  of  March  18,  1998  which  is  at  least  five  (5)  acres  and  which  is  primarily 
devoted  to  the  production  of  forest  products  for  which  a Forest  Cutting  Plan  (MGL.  Ch. 
132,  S.  40-46)  has  been  filed  with  and  approved  by  the  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Management  may  harvest  wood  in  accordance  with  such  plan. 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  by  adding  after  the  work  “driveway”  in  the  second 
sentence  the  following  language,  “or  the  installation  of  utilities  ” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Clifford  Blrnn:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  to  delete  the  following  words:  “provided  such 
cutting  (i)  shall  not  exceed  5 cords  in  any  1 2 month  period  and  (ii)  is  in  accordance  with  a cutting 
plan,  with  all  trees  to  be  cut  within  the  Buffer  Zone  marked  by  colored  tape  or  ribbon,  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Planning  Board” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 42,  No  - 28. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  to  amend  Section  4742  a to  add,  after  the  word  “intervals,”  the  words  “for 
purposes  of  this  subsection,  a USGS  (United  States  Geological  Services)  Map  with  a 1:24,000  or 
1:25,000  scale  is  acceptable;” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Steve  Blinn:  I move  to  delete  sections  4740,  4741,  4742,  and  4743,  related  to  site  plans. 

Amendment  was  seconded,  and  failed. 
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Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993.  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2 
whereby  fees  collected  from  groups  using  the  school  building  between  the  hours  of  6 and  9 PM  will 
be  credited  to  the  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  without 
further  appropriation  to  compensate  for  the  services  of  a night  custodian,  the  total  amount  to  be 
expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $524 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving 
Fund  established  by  article  16,  April  30,  1994,  m accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section 
53E1/2;  thereby  money  collected  from  the  sale  of  discarded  books,  and  fines  collected  for  overdue, 
lost,  or  destroyed  materials  will  be  credited  to  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the 
Library  Director  without  further  appropriation  to  purchase  books  and  videos;  the  total  amount  to 
be  expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2500. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Telephone 
Book  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13,  April  29,  1995. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  13,  April  29,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2,  whereby  money 
collected  from  advertisers  for  the  Leverett  telephone  directory  will  be  credited  to  the  Telephone 
Book  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Newsletter  Editor  and  Town  Clerk  without  further 
appropriation  to  pay  for  the  publishing  of  a biannual  town  directory;  the  total  amount  to  be 
expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2000 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of 
Leverett  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  14,  April  29,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2;  whereby  money 
collected  from  the  sale  of  Roads  of  Leverett  items  will  be  credited  to  the  toads  of  Leverett  revolving 
Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  and  the  Library  without  further  approp nation  to 
cover  costs  of  producing  such  items;  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  profits  from  these  sales 


are  to  be  transferred  equally  to  the  Library  Building  Fund  and  the  Leverett  Elementary  Arts  Fund 
(LEAF);  the  total  amount  to  be  expended  ffom  said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $750. 


Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical 
Commission  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  11,  September  18,  1995  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section 
53E1/2;  whereby  money  collected  ffom  the  sale  of  plants  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the 
Historical  Commission  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Commission  without  further 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  Town  gardens  and  landscaping  Town  property;  the 
total  amount  to  be  expended  ffom  said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $454. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30,  1996. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  16,  March  30,  1996  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2,  whereby  money 
collected  ffom  fundraising  suppers  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund 
and  expended  by  the  Selectboard  without  further  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  town  hall 
maintenance  and/or  the  purchase  of  equipment  and  furnishings;  total  amount  to  be  expended  from 
said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $500 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  4:34pm.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Official  minutes  recorded  and  submitted  t 
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Annual  Town  Meeting  Minutes 
April  24,  2004 

Leverett  Elementary  School,  9:00  a.m. 


Annual  Town  Meeting  convened  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  at  9:00  a.m.  Moderator, 
Gary  Gruber,  deemed  a very  large  quorum  present  and  opened  the  meeting  with  a moment  of 
silence.  The  dedication  of  the  annual  report  was  read  and  the  “rules”  of  town  meeting  were 
reviewed.  A report  was  given  by  the  Historic  District  Study  Committee. 

Article  two  was  taken  first  so  that  the  polls  could  be  open  for  a ballot  vote  in  conjunction  with 
that  article. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote,  contingent  upon  the  affirmative  vote  of  the  ballot 
question  in  Article  Four  of  this  warrant,  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $23,500  to  pay  one- 
half  the  premium  costs  payable  for  life  and  medical  insurances  in  FY  2005  for  retired  Town  of 
Leverett  employees  and  to  adopt  the  following  wording  regarding  retiree  health  insurance,  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

The  town  will  pay  50%  of  the  cost  of  an  individual  health  plan  offered  by  the  town  for  a 
retiree  as  long  as  the  retiree  notifies  the  town  of  his/her  choice  to  enroll  in  a Leverett 
health  insurance  plan  within  60  days  of  retirement  from  the  town  or  a quahfying  event; 
the  individual  was  enrolled  in  a Leverett  health  insurance  program  at  the  time  of 
retirement;  the  retiree  is  older  than  the  eligible  retirement  age;  and  the  retiree  has  a 
minimum  of  ten  (10)  years  of  credible  service  with  the  Town  of  Leverett  in  a benefited 
position.  Employees  eligible  for  Medicare  shall  be  required  to  obtain  such  coverage 
and  comply  with  Chapter  32B,  Section  18  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

A retiree,  who  has  not  reached  Medicare-eligible  age,  can  apply  50%  of  the  individual 
premium  of  his/her  chosen  health  plan  to  the  family  or  employee-plus-one  premium  of 
the  same  health  plan  until  the  retiree  reaches  Medicare-eligible  age. 

Rich  Brazeau:  Article  Two:  ( Rich  ) I move  that  the  town  vote,  contingent  upon  the 
affirmative  vote  of  the  ballot  question  in  Article  Four  of  this  warrant,  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  $23,500  to  pay  one-half  the  premium  costs  payable  for  life  and  medical  insurances  in  FY 
2005  for  retired  Town  of  Leverett  employees  and  to  adopt  the  following  wording  regarding 
retiree  health  insurance: 

The  town  will  pay  50%  of  the  cost  of  an  individual  health  plan  offered  by  the  town  for  a 
retiree  as  long  as  the  retiree  notifies  the  town  of  his/her  choice  to  enroll  in  a Leverett 
health  insurance  plan  within  60  days  of  retirement  from  the  town  or  a qualifying  event; 
the  individual  was  enrolled  m a Leverett  health  insurance  program  at  the  time  of 
retirement;  the  retiree  is  older  than  the  eligible  retirement  age;  and  the  retiree  has  a 
minimum  of  ten  (10)  years  of  credible  service  with  the  Town  of  Leverett  in  a benefited 
position.  Employees  eligible  for  Medicare  shall  be  required  to  obtain  such  coverage 
and  comply  with  Chapter  32B,  Section  18  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

A retiree,  who  has  not  reached  Medicare-eligible  age,  can  apply  50%  of  the  individual 
premium  of  his/her  chosen  health  plan  to  the  family  or  employee-plus-one  premium  of 
the  same  health  plan  until  the  retiree  reaches  Medicare-eligible  age. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 


Moderator  opens  polls  for  retiree  health  insurance  question. 

Steve  Kulik  speaks  and  takes  questions. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  under  the  provisions  of 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  55  to  appoint  a Town  Accountant  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  and  possess  the  powers  of  a Town  Auditor  as  defined  in  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Sections  50-53  inclusive,  and  to  see  if  the  town  will  abolish  the  office 
of  Town  Auditor,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  under  the 
provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Section  55  to  appoint  a Town  Accountant 
who  shall  perform  the  duties  and  possess  the  powers  of  a Town  Auditor  as  defined  in 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  41,  Sections  50-53  inclusive,  and  that  the  town  abolish  the 
office  of  Town  Auditor. 

Motion  Carries. 

Article  Three:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for 
periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

Moderator  reads  names  of  offices  for  election.  Nominations  taken  from  the  floor  of  Town 
Meeting.  If  race  is  not  contested,  Town  Clerk  is  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  said.  If  race  is 
contested,  Town  clerk  records  names  and  makes  a ballot  which  is  run  off  on  copier. 

Elections  results  as  follows: 

Assessor:  Don  Robinson,  no  contest 

Board  of  Health:  Michael  Fair,  164;  Chris  Kilham,  163;  Paul  Bourke,  130  (Fair  and  Kilham 
elected  for  3 year  terms.) 

Library  Trustees:  Elaine  Barker,  Lindsay  Palermo 
Constable:  Carlyle  Field 

Finance  Committee:  Joe  Stokes,  Donald  Gibavic 

Assistant  Moderator:  Faye  Zipkowitz 

School  Committee:  Steve  Kavanagh,  Laurie  Millman 

Planning  Board:  Tom  Ewing,  Van  Stoddard 

Select  Board:  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore 

Town  Clerk:  Lisa  Stratford 

Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford 

Article  Four  (Ballot  Question):  Shall  the  town  pay  one-half  the  premium  costs  payable  by 
a retired  employee  for  group  life  insurance  and  for  group  general  or  blanket  hospital, 
surgical,  medical,  dental  and  other  health  insurance?  Polls  close  at  end  of  Town  Meeting. 
See  last  page  of  minutes  for  results. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst-Pelham 
Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  the 
member  towns  to  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2005,  as  required  under  the  Agreement,  so  that  each 
town’s  contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required  minimum  district  contribution,  increases 
by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution  for  fiscal  year  2004,  such  amendment 
shall  apply  to  fiscal  year  2005  only,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
School  District  agreement  reallocating  the  total  amount  to  be  contributed  by  the  member  towns 
to  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2005,  as  required  under  the  Agreement,  so  that  each  town’s 
contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required  minimum  district  contribution,  increases  by  an 
equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its  contribution  for  fiscal  year  2004,  such  amendment  shall 
apply  to  fiscal  year  2005  only. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
meet  Town  expenses. 

Moderator  reads  budget  and  asks  for  “holds”  on  items  residents  would  like  explained.  Total 
unheld  items:  $3,899,118  passes  unanimously. 

Police  part-time  help  increase  is  explained  by  Fenna. 

Motion  to  raise  and  appropriate  $139,980  for  police  part-tune  help  passes  unanimously  for  a total 
budget  of:  $4,039,098. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $4,900  for  the  purchase  of  a new  snow  plow  for  the  Highway  Department, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $4,900  for  the  purchase  of  a new  snow 
plow  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by  vandalism  to  a police  officer’s  vehicle,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by 
vandalism  to  a pohce  officer’s  vehicle. 

Seconded. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  to  add  the  following  to  the  above:  and  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to 
grant  a reward  not  to  exceed  $5000,  from  Free  Cash,  for  information  leading  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  responsible  party/ies. 

Seconded. 

Nancy  Grossman:  To  reduce  the  reward  amount  to  $500.  Seconded.  Motion  fails. 

Original  amended  motion  carries  as  follows:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free 
cash  $1,100  for  repairs  caused  by  vandalism  to  a pohce  officer’s  vehicle  and  to  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  grant  a reward  not  to  exceed  $5000,  from  Free  Cash,  for  information  leading  to 
the  arrest  and  conviction  responsible  party/ies. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $3,500  for  a Leverett  Elementary  School  construction  audit,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $3,500  for  a Leverett  Elementary 
School  construction  audit. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $1,000  for  the  sanding  and  refinishing  of  the  Town  Hall  floors,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1,000  for  the  sanding  and  refimshing 
of  the  Town  Hall  floors. 

Motion  seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or 
other  available  funds  $4,850  for  providing  emergency  power  connections  at  the  Leverett  Pubhc 
Safety  Complex,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $4,850  for  providing  emergency  power 
connections  at  the  Leverett  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $40,000  from  the  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  year  1 of  the  Leverett  Pond  Public  Access 
and  Open  Space  Preservation  project,  to  be  spent  as  follows:  $1 1,000  for  chemical  weed 
treatment,  $19,000  to  hire  a contractor  for  hydro-raking,  and  $10,000  for  a boardwalk,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Danielle  Barshak  (CPC):  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  $40,000  from  the  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted  Reserve  for  year  1 of  the  Leverett  Pond  Public  Access 
and  Open  Space  Preservation  project,  to  be  spent  as  follows:  $1 1,000  for  chemical  weed 
treatment,  $19,000  to  hire  a contractor  for  hydro-raking,  and  $10,000  for  a boardwalk. 

Carol  Heim,  Chair  of  the  Community  Preservation  Committee,  gave  a minority  report 
stating  that  not  enough  information  was  included  in  the  proposal  by  the  Friends  of  Leverett  Pond 
and  a minority  group  within  the  CPC  did  not  recommend  funding  this  proposal. 

The  floor  was  opened  to  questions  which  were  answered  by  Jim  Field,  Friends  of  Leverett  Pond, 
as  requested  by  Danielle  Barshak. 

Motion  fails,  61  in  favor,  103  opposed. 

Lunch  break. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  by  deleting 
Section  2330  in  its  entirety,  including  subsections  2331  through  2337,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Jeff  McQueen,  Planning  Board:  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning 
Bylaw  by  deleting  Section  2330  in  its  entirety,  including  subsections  2331  through  2337. 

Lengthy  discussion. 

Motion  fails. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  Bylaw  by  adding  a 
Rural  Outlying  district  as  follows,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto: 

1 . by  amending  Section  21 10  by  adding,  after  the  line  beginning  “Residence/Rural”  the 

following  line:  “Residence/Rural  Outlying RRO” 

2.  by  amending  the  “Zoning  Map,  Leverett,  Mass.,”  referred  to  in  the  third  paragraph  of 
Section  2100  to  show  thereon  the  Residence/Rural  Outlying  district  which  district  shall 
include  all  land  in  Leverett  located  northerly  of  300  feet  northerly  of  Shutesbury  Road  and 


easterly  of  300  feet  easterly  of  Montague  Road  and  300  feet  easterly  of  Route  63,  excepting 
the  land  lying  within  300  feet  of  Cave  Hill  Road  and  the  land  lying  within  300  feet  of  North 
Leverett  Road  and  the  land  within  such  area  presently  zoned  General  Business  or  Village 
Residence. 

3.  by  adding  a column  in  section  2230,  after  the  column  headed  RR,  headed  “RRO”,  which 
column  would  have  the  same  uses  as  set  forth  in  the  RR  column. 

4.  by  adding  a column  “RRO”  in  section  2340,  after  the  column  headed  RR,  which  column 
would  have  the  same  dimensional  requirements  as  the  RR  column  except  for  the  Minimum 
lot  area  which  would  be  “120,000”  and  the  Minimum  lot  frontage  which  would  be  “300”. 

Withdrawn  by  the  Planning  Board. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  for  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto: 

NUCLEAR- WEAPONS  FREE  WORLD 

Whereas  20th  Century  science  and  technology  created  a real  and  present  threat  of  exterminating 
the  human  species  and  our  natural  environment  with  nuclear  weapons,  we  ardently  hope  for  a 
21st  Century  society  in  which  science  and  technology  are  utilized  for  humane  purposes. 

The  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  USA,  as  a participant  in  the  Mayors  for  Peace  initiative 
and  the  2020  Vision  Campaign  hereby  demand  that: 

1)  National  governments  increase  dialogue,  work  conscientiously  to  build  trust,  and 
maintain  and  strengthen  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT); 

2)  Nuclear-weapon  states  and  de  facto  nuclear-weapon  states,  including  non-parties  to  NPT, 
immediately  cease  all  nuclear  development  programs,  including  those  intended  for  space, 
and  bring  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  into  force  forthwith;  and 

th 

3)  The  2005  NPT  Review  Conference  in  New  York,  which  takes  place  just  prior  to  the  60 
anniversary  of  the  atomic  bombings,  demand  that  nations  begin  to  map  the  road  to  a 
nuclear-weapons  free  world  with  adoption  by  2010  and  a commitment  to  reach  that  goal 
by  2020. 

We  hereby  declare  our  renewed  determination  to  act  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  to  eliminate 
nuclear  weapons  and  create  a world  without  war  in  which  resources  axe  used  to  reduce  hunger, 
poverty,  refugee  status,  and  human  rights  violations. 

A copy  of  this  declaration  is  to  be  sent  to  President  George  Bush,  US  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations  John  Negroponte,  Security  General  of  the  United  Nations  Kofi  Annan,  Speaker  of  the 
House  Dennis  Hastert,  President  Pro  Tern  of  the  Senate  William  Frist,  Senator  John  Kerry, 
Senator  Edward  Kennedy,  Representative  John  Olver,  Mayor  of  Hiroshima  and  President  of  the 
Mayors  for  Peace  Tadatoshi  Akiba. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution:  (see  above). 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  (by petition) 

The  owners  of  Vermont  Yankee  (VY),  Entergy,  are  planning  a 20%  “uprate”  or  increase  in 
capacity.  Vermont  Yankee,  a 540  megawatt  facility  in  Vernon,  Vermont  is  nearing  its  projected 
lifespan  of  40  years  with  only  8 years  remaining.  20%  is  the  maximum  allowable  rate  of  increase 


permitted  and  is  unprecedented  for  an  aging  reactor  such  as  Vermont  Yankee.  Entergy  has 
requested  this  uprate  without  due  consideration  to  an  INDEPENDENT  engineering  assessment 
in  their  planning.  In  case  of  an  accident  or  terrorist  attack  on  this  target,  the  radioactive  cloud 
would  be  34%  more  toxic  than  is  now  the  case  according  to  the  Union  of  Concerned  Scientists. 
Vermont  Yankee  stores  25  million  curries  of  irradiated  fuel  and  is  a potential  target  for  terrorism. 
VY  is  an  aging  GE  Mark  I boiler  reactor  that  is  vulnerable  to  accidents. 

Therefore,  we,  ask  the  town  to  vote  on  a resolution  to  send  a letter  stating  that  the 
Citizens  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts  object  to  Entergy’s  placing  of  profit  before  the 
safety  of  our  communities  and  that  we  demand  that  an  INDEPTH  INDEPENDENT 
(4  month)  engineering  assessment  be  conducted  similar  to  that  conducted  by  Maine 
Yankee  before  any  increase  in  capacity  is  considered.  And  that  the  letter  outlining 
these  concerns  be  sent  to: 

Vermont  Public  Service  Board  Our  Senators  and  Representatives 

Entergy  (owners  of  Vermont  Yankee)  Greenfield  Recorder 

Vermont  Yankee  Nuclear  Plant  Daily  Hampshire  Gazette 

Vernon,  Vermont  Select  Board  The  Montague  Reporter 

Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution:  (see  above). 

Nancy  Emond  originator,  answered  questions  and  explained. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $374.25,  which  represents  Leverett’s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in 
accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $374.25,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 
Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with 
MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Massachusetts  General  Laws 
Chapter  140,  Section  147A  relative  to  the  licensing  of  dogs,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53E V2  to  account  for 
fees  collected  from  the  licensmg  of  dogs,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Town  Clerk. 
Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  purchase  dog  tags,  operate  rabies  clinics  and  for  other 
related  dog  or  animal  control  measures  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,000  in  Fiscal  Year 
2005,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53E%  to  account  for 
fees  collected  from  fire  inspections,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Fire  Chief. 

Monies  from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  pay  fire  inspectors  and  for  other  related  fire  inspection 
measures  and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,500  in  Fiscal  Year  2005,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 


Fenna:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  a revolving  account  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44,  Section  53EVz  to  account  for  fees 
collected  from  fire  inspections,  such  funds  to  be  under  the  authority  of  the  Fire  Chief.  Monies 
from  the  fund  will  be  used  to  pay  fire  inspectors  and  for  other  related  fire  inspection  measures 
and  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  $2,500  in  Fiscal  Year  2005. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  revolving  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vz  for  the  fiscal  year 
beginning  July  1,  2004  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue 

Source 

Use 

FY  2005 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library 

Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$1,500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1,000 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers, 
donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Rich : I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  Vz  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
2004  as  presented  in  the  accompanying  table  and  approve  the  report  on  the  funds  as  presented. 

Motion  carries. 


Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of 
highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90) 
and  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  46,  Section  12  of  the 
Acts  of  2003,  which  will  allow  call  and  volunteer  firefighters  to  participate  in  the  town’s  group 
health  insurance  benefit  at  100%  the  firefighter’s  cost,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee:  ) I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  Chapter  46,  Section  12  of  the  Acts  of  2003, 
which  will  allow  call  and  volunteer  firefighters  to  participate  in  the  town’s  group  health 
insurance  benefit  at  100%  the  firefighter’s  cost. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $53,489  from  the 
Free  Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account  from 
expenditures  made  at  the  October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Rich:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $53,489  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into 
the  Stabilization  Account  to  reimburse  the  Stabilization  Account  from  expenditures  made  at  the 
October  27,  2003  Special  Town  Meeting. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  a sum  of  money  from  the  Free 
Cash  Account  into  the  Stabilization  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  into  the 
Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $60,000  for  the  Capital  Purchasing  Program  and  the  sum  of 
$250,000  for  future  debt  payments. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $872.70  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Flighway  Equipment  Account,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $872.70  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to 
the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting  made  at  3:35  p.m.  Seconded,  carries. 

Election  results:  Article  Four,  retiree  health  insurance: 

(Tellers:  Mary  Field,  Larry  Hansen); 

205  ballots  cast: 

184  in  favor,  21  opposed. 


WARRANT 


Town  of  Leverett 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Special  Town  Meeting 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of 
Leverett,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  24,  2003  at  7:00  in 
the  EVENING  (7:00  p.m.)  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District 
that  the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  for  the 
disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  unilateral  military  action  by  the  United  States,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  and  request  the 
Selectboard  to  seek  a special  act  from  the  General  Court: 

Whereas,  the  Town  of  Leverett  voted  overwhelming  to  reject  Question  2 at  the  November 
5,  2002  General  Election;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  has  English  as  a Second 
Language  (ESL)  and  Transitional  Bilingual  Education  programs  in  both  its  schools;  and, 

Whereas,  Question  2 would  drastically  affect  ESL  and  bilingual  programs,  replacing  them 
with  a one-year,  one-size-fits-all  English  immersion  program;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Larkin- Antonioni  Bill  reforming  bilingual  education,  An  Act  Relative  to 
Enhancing  English  Opportunities  for  All  Students  in  the  Commonwealth,  was  passed  by 
the  General  Court  and  signed  by  the  Acting  Governor  in  August  of  2002  and  the  ESL  and 
bilingual  programs  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  are  fully  consistent 
with  that  Act;  and, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Leverett  Town  Meeting  requests  the 
Leverett  Selectboard  to  promptly  file  with  the  General  Court  a request  for  a special  act  to 
exempt  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  from  any  impact  whatsoever  of 
Question  2 of  the  November  2002  General  Election  and  to  allow  the  school  district  to 
continue  to  educate  children  whose  primary  language  is  not  English  in  accordance  with  the 
Larkin- Antonioni  Bill  and  other  applicable  state  and  federal  laws. 
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Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  a sum  of 
money  to  be  used  as  an  other  financing  source  in  the  general  fund  for  fiscal  year  2003,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  the  excess  bond  proceeds  remaining  ($293.59)  in 
Article  16  passed  at  the  March  28,  1998  annual  town  meeting  to  pay  for  the  designer/architect 
fees  for  the  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  to  be  used  for  debt  on 
the  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  $32,000  for  the 
purchase  of  two  used  police  cruisers,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in 
the  Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett 
and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 


Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting.  Given  under  our  hands  this  FIFTH  day  of  FEBRUARY,  TWO  THOUSAND 
AND  THREE. 


Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


I have  served/this/Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


Date  ^ fa 


Constable 
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Special  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 

February  24,  2003 

Special  Town  Meeting  took  place  at  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  Gymnasium.  Moderator, 
Gary  Gruber  called  a quorum  present  at  7: 15  pm. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District 
that  the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  for  the 
disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  unilateral  military  action  by  the  United  States,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  Town  vote  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District 
that  the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  for  the 
disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  unilateral  military  action  by  the  United  States,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  one  was  seconded  and  discussed.  The  following  amendment  was  made: 

Steve  Kavanaugh:  I move  the  Town  vote  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District 
that  the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  not  previously 
approved  or  sanctioned  for  the  disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  unilateral  military  action  by 
the  United  States. 

A second  motion  was  made  by  Ken  Kahn: 

Ken  Kahn:  I move  the  Town  of  Leverett  vote  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  the  Representative  from  the  First  Massachusetts  Congressional  District 
that  the  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  favors  United  Nations  leadership  for  the 
disarmament  of  Iraq  and  is  opposed  to  military  action  by  the  United  States,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto,  (word  unilateral  deleted). 

Motion  was  seconded  and  more  discussion  was  had. 

Motion  #2  carries. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  and  request  the 
Selectboard  to  seek  a special  act  from  the  General  Court: 

Whereas,  the  Town  of  Leverett  voted  overwhelming  to  reject  Question  2 at  the  November 
5,  2002  General  Election;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  has  English  as  a Second 
Language  (ESL)  and  Transitional  Bilingual  Education  programs  in  both  its  schools;  and, 

Whereas,  Question  2 would  drastically  affect  ESL  and  bilingual  programs,  replacing  them 
with  a one-year,  one-size-fits-all  English  immersion  program;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Larkin- Antonioni  Bill  reforming  bilingual  education,  An  Act  Relative  to 
Enhancing  English  Opportunities  for  All  Students  in  the  Commonwealth,  was  passed  by  the 


General  Court  and  signed  by  the  Acting  Governor  in  August  of  2002  and  the  ESL  and 
bilingual  programs  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  are  fully  consistent 
with  that  Act;  and, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Leverett  Town  Meeting  requests  the 
Leverett  Selectboard  to  promptly  file  with  the  General  Court  a request  for  a special  act  to 
exempt  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  from  any  impact  whatsoever  of 
Question  2 of  the  November  2002  General  Election  and  to  allow  the  school  district  to 
continue  to  educate  children  whose  primary  language  is  not  English  in  accordance  with  the 
Larkm- Antonioni  Bill  and  other  applicable  state  and  federal  laws. 

Joan  Snowdon:  I move  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution  and  request  the 
Selectboard  to  seek  a special  act  from  the  General  Court: 

Whereas,  the  Town  of  Leverett  voted  overwhelming  to  reject  Question  2 at  the  November 
5,  2002  General  Election;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  has  English  as  a Second 
Language  (ESL)  and  Transitional  Bilingual  Education  programs  in  both  its  schools;  and, 

Whereas,  Question  2 would  drastically  affect  ESL  and  bilingual  programs,  replacing  them 
with  a one-year,  one-size-fits-all  English  immersion  program;  and. 

Whereas,  the  Larkm-Antomom  Bill  reforming  bilingual  education,  An  Act  Relative  to 
Enhancing  English  Opportunities  for  All  Students  in  the  Commonwealth , was  passed  by  the 
General  Court  and  signed  by  the  Acting  Governor  in  August  of  2002  and  the  ESL  and 
bilingual  programs  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  are  fully  consistent 
with  that  Act;  and, 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Leverett  Town  Meeting  requests  the 
Leverett  Selectboard  to  promptly  file  with  the  General  Court  a request  for  a special  act  to 
exempt  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  from  any  impact  whatsoever  of 
Question  2 of  the  November  2002  General  Election  and  to  allow  the  school  district  to 
continue  to  educate  children  whose  primary  language  is  not  English  in  accordance  with  the 
Larkin-Antoniom  Bill  and  other  applicable  state  and  federal  laws. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

The  head  of  the  bilingual  education  program  at  the  regional  school  answered  questions  at  this 
time. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account  a sum  of 
money  to  be  used  as  an  other  financing  source  in  the  general  fund  for  fiscal  year  2003,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Passed  over  by  Select  Board. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  the  excess  bond  proceeds  remaining  ($293.59)  in 
Article  16  passed  at  the  March  28,  1998  annual  town  meeting  to  pay  for  the  designer/architect 
fees  for  the  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  to  be  used  for  debt  on  the 
addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 


Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  town  vote  the  excess  bond  proceeds  remaining  ($293.59)  in 
Article  16  passed  at  the  March  28,  1998  annual  town  meeting  to  pay  for  the  designer/architect 
fees  for  the  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  to  be  used  for  debt  on  the 
addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  $32,000  for  the 
purchase  of  two  used  police  cruisers,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  Town  vote  to  transfer  form  stabilization  Account  $16,500  for  the 
purchase  and  delivery  of  one  used  police  cruiser. 

The  Capital  Planning  Committee  recommended  this  article.  It  was  decided  to  try  one  used  cruiser 
for  now  and  see  how  it  works  out  before  making  the  decision  to  purchase  two.  Also  only  one 
cruiser  is  out  at  a time  normally  and  the  department  will  still  have  use  of  the  Tahoe  when 
necessary. 

Carries  56  in  favor  1 opposed. 

Town  Meeting  adjourned  8:15.  Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Special  Town  Meeting 
June  9,  2003 

Leverett  Elementary  School 
6:30  P.M. 

Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:00  a quorum  being  deemed  present  by 
Moderator,  Gary  Gruber.  While  we  waited  for  a quonim  a discussion  was  held  about  the 
graffiti  that  was  painted  recently  on  signs  in  town. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocation  the  total  amount  to  be 
contributed  by  the  member  town  tot  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2004,  as  required  under 
the  Agreement,  so  that  each  town’s  contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required 
minimum  district  contribution,  increases  by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its 
contribution  for  fiscal  year  2003,  such  an  amendment  shall  apply  to  fiscal  year  2004  only, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  town  vote  to  approve  an  amendment  to  the  Amherst- 
Pelham  Regional  School  District  agreement  reallocation  the  total  amount  to  be 
contributed  by  the  member  town  tot  the  District  for  fiscal  year  2004,  as  required  under 
the  Agreement,  so  that  each  town’s  contribution,  including  the  statutorily  required 
minimum  district  contribution,  increases  by  an  equal  percentage  in  proportion  to  its 
contribution  for  fiscal  year  2003,  such  an  amendment  shall  apply  to  fiscal  year  2004  only. 

Gus  Sayer,  Superintendent  of  the  Regional  School  was  present  to  explain  the 
budget  problems  this  year.  Essentially,  the  percentage  for  the  smaller  towns  served  by  the 
region,  went  up  by  as  much  as  48%  (due  to  the  state  budget  crisis  and  a new  formula  by 
the  governor)  an  amount  not  possible  for  the  small  towns  to  assume.  The  Amherst  Select 
Board  suggested  that  for  this  year  the  towns  served  by  the  region  assume  equal 
percentages  of  the  increase  for  an  increase  of  7.6%  each. 

Vote  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash  Account, 

$1 1,048.51  to  the  Snow  and  Ice  Expense  Account  and  $5,472.03  to  the  Snow  and  Ice 
Salary  Account,  or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

Motion:  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Free  Cash 
Account,  $1 1,048.51  to  the  Snow  and  Ice  Expense  Account  and  $5,472.03  to  the  Snow 
and  Ice  Salary  Account. 

This  amount  was  spent  in  deficit  this  past  winter  and  rather  than  have  it  appear  on 
next  year’s  tax  rate  the  Select  Board  asked  voters  to  pay  for  it  from  Free  Cash. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  to  transfer  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund 
$1,214.67  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account,  or  take  any  other  action  thereto. 

Motion:  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  $1,214.67  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 
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The  Highway  Superintendent  received  some  funds  from  MEMA  for  a storm  during  the 
winter  which  was  automatically  put  into  the  Road  Machinery  Fund.  It  was  transfer  to  the 
Highway  Equipment  Account,  at  the  states  request,  to  be  spent  on  equipment  repair. 

Voted  passes  unanimously. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn  Special  Town  Meeting  at  7:21  P.M. 


Mmutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Annual  Town  Meeting  Continuation 
June  9,  2003 

Leverett  Elementary  School 

The  continuation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting  began  at  7:23  a quorum  being  deemed  present 
by  Moderator,  Gary  Gruber.  A motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant  was 
made  and  seconded. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses, 
contingent  upon  the  passage  of  a proposition  2 Vi  override  election,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Motion  was  seconded.  The  Moderator  read  the  budget  by  line  item,  requesting  that  voters 
say  “hold”  if  they  wanted  an  explanation  or  discussion  of  a budget  line  item.  Line  items 
210-100,  Police  Salaries,  and  300-751,  Debt  Interest,  were  held,  discussed  and  voted 
upon  favorably.  The  total  budget  passed  as  presented  for  a total  of  $3,923,392.  (See 
attached  budget). 

Vote  unanimously  in  favor. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free 
cash  or  other  available  funds  $80,000  for  the  purchase  of  a new  truck  for  the  Highway 
Department,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  Rich  Brazeau:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  the  Stabilization  Account, 
$80,000  for  the  purchase  of  a new  truck  for  the  Highway  Department. 

The  Capital  Planning  Committee  recommended  this  article. 

Vote  unanimously  in  favor. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting  2003  at  8:10  P.M. 

Seconded. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 
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Special  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 

October  27,  2003 


Gary  Gruber,  moderator,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:08  p.m.  a quorum  being  deemed 
present.  He  made  a statement  concerning  registered  voters  only  being  allowed  to  speak 
during  town  meeting. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational 
purposes),  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  open  space  purposes  (excluding  recreational  purposes). 
Motion  seconded.  Carol  Heim,  Community  Preservation  Committee  chair,  spoke  about 
the  money  received  so  far  and  how  the  committee  and  town  will  vote  on  how  it  is  spent. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  historic  resources,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  historic  resources. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  community  housing,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  reserve  $9,397.75  from  FY  2004  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  community  housing. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000.00  from  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses, 
including  legal  expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  appropriate  $2,000.00  from  FY  2004  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  for  administrative  and  operating  expenses,  including  legal 
expenses,  of  the  Leverett  Community  Preservation  Committee. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reserve  $63,784.24  from  FY  2004 
Community  Preservation  Fund  revenues  to  the  FY  2004  Community  Preservation  Fund 
Budgeted  Reserve,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  reserve  $63,784.24  from  FY  2004  Community 
Preservation  Fund  revenues  to  the  FY  2004  Community  Preservation  Fund  Budgeted 
Reserve. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $7,264  for  the  purchase  of  a 
new  connected  criminal  investigation  database  computer  for  the  Police  Department,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Fenna):  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,864  from  the 
Stabilization  Account  and  the  sum  of  $1400  from  the  Police  Department  budget  (Account 
210)  for  the  purchase  of  a new  connected  criminal  investigation  database  computer  for 
the  Police  Department. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $8,500  for  the  Fire 
Department  to  utilize  as  a grant  match  for  renovating  a Fire  Department  truck,  such 
funding  to  be  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  remaining  90%  of  the  project  expense 
from  grant  funds,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Rich):  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum 
of  $8,500  for  the  Fire  Department  to  utilize  as  a grant  match  for  renovating  a Fire 
Department  truck,  such  funding  to  be  contingent  upon  the  receipt  of  the  remaining  90% 
of  the  project  expense  from  grant  funds. 

John  Moruzzi,  Fire  Chief  spoke  about  the  renovations  that  would  be  made  and 
explained  that  the  life  of  the  truck  would  be  extended  for  abut  five  years  due  to  the 
renovations. 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $12,000  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  Dudleyville  Road  Bridge,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum 
of  $12,000  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Dudleyville  Road  Bridge. 

Will  Stratford,  Highway  Superintendent,  explained  the  condition  of  the  bridges 
and  that  the  state  will  not  be  appropriating  money  for  repairs  for  years.  He  stated  that  it 
would  be  in  the  towns  best  financial  interest  to  maintain  it’s  bridges  until  more  major 
repairs  are  completed. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the  sum  of  $20,625  for  the  puipose  of 
repairing  the  Millers  Road  Bridge,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the 
sum  of  $20,625  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Millers  Road  Bridge. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the  installation  of  a new  soil  absorption  system  at 
the  school,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Rich):  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Account  the 
sum  of  $15,000  for  the  installation  of  a new  soil  absorption  system  at  the  school. 

Rich  gave  a brief  history  of  the  well/septic  issues  at  the  school.  His  effort  to  assist 
the  town  with  his  engineering  experience  was  applauded.  He  explained  that  about 
$42,000  remains  in  the  School  Building  Account  and  some  money  is  left  in  the  well-head 
protection  grant  and  that  these  funds  will  also  go  toward  the  expense  of  the  new  soil 
absorption  system. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  sum  of  $25,000  from  the  FY 
2004  operating  budget  of  the  Elementary  School  (Account  # 300),  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto 

Motion  (Sheila):  I move  the  town  vote  to  reduce  the  sum  of  $25,000  from  the  FY  2004 
operating  budget  of  the  Elementary  School  (Account  # 300). 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  sums  of  money  from  the  FY 
2004  operating  budget,  as  follows,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto: 


Account  # 

Department 

Amount 

300-751 

School  Debt  Interest 

$94,000 

751 

Town  Debt  Interest 

$29,500 

Motion  (Fenna):  I move  the  town  vote  to  reduce  the  sums  of  money  from  the  FY  2004 
operating  budget,  as  follows. 

Seconded.  Carries. 


Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  additional  sums  of  money  for  the  FY  2004  operating  budget,  as  follows, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto: 


Account  # 

Department 

Amount 

300-193 

School  Building  Insurance 

$3,000 

945 

Town  Liability  Insurance 

$2,000 

439 

Landfill  Monitoring 

$1,000 

610-100 

Library  Salaries 

$708 

135 

Accounting  Officer 
Expenses 

$180 

146 

Collector  Expenses 

$680 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  additional  sums  of  money 
for  the  FY  2004  operating  budget,  as  follows. 

Seconded.  Carries. 


€ 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,000  from  the 
Police  Insurance  Account  (Account  # 210-700)  to  the  Fire  Insurance  Account  (Account  # 
220-700),  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Rich):  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,000  from  the  Police 
Insurance  Account  (Account  # 210-700)  to  the  Fire  Insurance  Account  (Account  # 220- 
700). 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,700  to  pay  for  audit  services,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Fenna):  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,700  to  pay 
for  audit  services. 

Fenna  explained  that  we  will  need  an  extra  audit  this  year  before  we  go  to 
bonding  on  the  new  buildings. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  Internet  telephone  line 
at  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  an  Internet  telephone  line  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,787.50  for  the  purpose  of  paying  an  FY  2003  bill  of  prior 
year  for  the  Franklin  Regional  Council  of  Governments  Community  Health  Program,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Rich):  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,787.50 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  an  FY  2003  bill  of  prior  year  for  the  Franklin  Regional  Council 
of  Governments  Community  Health  Program. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  the  sum  of  $1,665.13  for  the  purpose  of  telecommunications  and/or 
technology  expenditures  for  the  Elementary  School;  these  funds  being  available  to  the 
Town  as  a result  of  e-rate  reimbursements  which  are  intended  for  schools  and  libraries 
which  submit  application  for  these  funds,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Rich):  I move  that  we  pass  over  this  article. 

(To  be  voted  on  at  a future  town  meeting). 

Seconded.  Carries. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
Chapter  30,  Personnel,  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as  follows,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto: 


• Delete  Sections  30-4,  30-6,  and  numbers  D.  and  K.  of  Section  30-5  of  the 
Personnel  Bylaw 

• Revise  Sections  30-1,  30-2,  30-5,  30-7,  and  30-8  of  the  Personnel  Bylaw, 
including  renumbering  and  reorganizing  the  sections. 

A complete  text  of  this  is  attached. 

Motion  (Fenna):  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  Chapter  30,  Personnel,  of  the 
Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  as  follows,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto: 

• Delete  Sections  30-4,  30-6,  and  numbers  D.  and  K.  of  Section  30-5  of  the 
Personnel  Bylaw 

• Revise  Sections  30-1,  30-2,  30-5,  30-7,  and  30-8  of  the  Personnel  Bylaw, 
including  renumbering  and  reorganizing  the  sections. 

Copies  of  the  proposed  changes  were  handed  out  at  the  meeting.  There  was  little 
conversation. 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  Public  Safety  Complex  as 
completed  and  to  discharge  the  Public  Safety  Complex  Building  Committee,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  (Jim):  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  Public  Safety  Complex  as  completed  and  to 
discharge  the  Public  Safety  Complex  Building  Committee  which  included:  co-chairs  Don  Putnam 
and  Will  Stratford;  Cliff  Blinn;  Carl  Field;  John  Moruzzi  and  Fred  Bixby  with  our  sincere 
gratitude  for  a job  well  done. 

(Applause. . .) 

Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  made  at  8:15  p.m.  Seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Personnel  Bylaw  Town  Code  Chapter  30 


Bylaw  as  Proposed 
with  Changes  in 


§30-1.  Personnel  Board  Established;  Statutory  Authority. 
§30-2  Title;  Statutory  Authority. 

§30-3  Applicability. 


Bold  - 9/23/03 

Changes  as  proposed  at 
9/22/03  hearing  included 


§30-4  Personnel  Board  Membership.  

§30-5  Personnel  Board  Powers  and  Duties. 

§30-6  Amendment  Procedure. 

§30-7  Severability. 

§30-1  Personnel  Board  Established;  Statutory  Authority. 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  contained  in  MGL  C.  41,  §§  108  A and  108  C,  there  shall  be 
established  a Personnel  Board,  hereinafter  the  Board,  which  shall  administer  the  provisions  of  this 
chapter  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  Code,  determine  any  questions  arising  thereunder  and  advise  the  town 
in  any  matters  pertaining  thereto. 

§30-2  Title;  Statutory  Authority. 

This  chapter  shall  be  known  as  the  “Personnel  Bylaw  for  the  Town  of  Leverett”  and  is  adopted 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  MGL  C.  41,  § 108  C. 

§30-3  Applicability. 

This  chapter  shall  be  applicable  to  all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  town  except  officials  elected 
by  popular  vote,  Town  Counsel,  persons  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  School  Committee  and 
those  who  render  certain  intermittent  and  casual  services. 

§30-4  Personnel  Board  Membership. 

A.  Pursuant  to  the  authority  contained  in  MGL  C.  41,  § 1 08C,  there  shall  be  established  a five-person 
Personnel  Board,  which  shall  administer  the  provisions  of  this  chapter,  determine  any  questions 
arising  hereunder  and  advise  the  town  in  any  matters  pertaining  thereto. 

B.  The  membership  of  the  Board  shall  be  as  follows:  one  (1)  member  of  the  Selectboard,  to  be  drawn 
from  and  chosen  by  the  Selectboard;  one  (1)  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  be  drawn  from 
and  chosen  by  the  Finance  Committee;  and  three  (3)  members  at  large,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Moderator.  Appointees  shall  be  registered  voters  of  the  town  and  shall  not  be  an  employee  of  the 
town,  other  than  elected  officers,  or  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Committee.  The  terms  of 
office  shall  be  staggered  and  for  three  (3)  years.  The  Executive  Administer  shall  be  an  advisor 
and  consultant  to  the  Board. 


C.  Vacancies,  other  than  by  expiration  of  terms,  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same 
authority  for  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term.  In  the  event  that  such  a vacancy  is  not  filled  within 
sixty  (60)  days  of  written  notice,  the  remaining  members  of  the  Personnel  Board  shall  fill  the 
vacancy  for  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term. 

D.  The  representative  from  the  Selectboard  shall  serve  as  the  Chairperson  of  the  Board. 

E.  Within  thirty  (30)  days  after  the  Board  has  been  appointed  and  annually,  it  shall  convene  and,  by 
majority  vote,  elect  a Secretary  among  the  Board  membership. 

F.  The  Chairperson  shall: 

1)  Call  the  Board  together  and  preside  at  its  meetings. 

2)  Represent  the  Personnel  Board  at  Selectboard  meetings,  Town  Meetings  and  budget  hearings. 

3)  Prepare  for  publication  any  proposed  bylaw  amendments  and  administer  the  process  described 
for  such  amendments. 

4)  Act  as  the  administrator  of  this  chapter  and  initiate  such  activity  as  prescribed  by  the  chapter. 

G.  The  Secretary  shall: 

1)  Publicly  post  Board  meetings  as  required  by  law. 

2)  Keep  Board  minutes  and  receive  and  deliver  its  communications. 

3)  Immediately,  and  not  later  than  ten  (10)  days  after  occurrence,  notify,  in  writing,  the  Town 
Clerk  and  the  appointing  authority  of  a vacancy  on  the  Board. 

4)  Be  responsible  for  all  its  files  and  records. 

5)  Prepare  its  annual  report. 

6)  Submit  to  the  Town  Clerk  one  (1)  copy  of  the  minutes  of  each  meeting. 

H.  Any  three  (3)  members  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

§30-5  Personnel  Board  Powers  and  Duties. 

A.  The  Board  shall  be  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  duties  specified  in  MGL  C.  41,  § 1 08C. 

B.  The  Board  shall  oversee  the  administration  of  personnel  policies  and  shall  establish  such 
procedures  as  it  deems  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  thereof.  It  may  employ  assistance 
and  incur  expenses  as  it  deems  necessary,  subject  to  the  appropriation  of  funds  therefore. 

C.  The  authority  of  this  chapter  charges  the  Personnel  Board  with  the  following  responsibilities: 

1)  Describing  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  all  positions  to  which  this  chapter  is  applicable. 

2)  Authorizing  a plan  of  compensation  for  those  positions. 

3)  Providing  for  the  administration  of  said  plan  of  compensation. 

4)  Establishing  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits  for  employees  occupying  the  positions 
described  in  §30-3. 


5)  Providing  for  the  compilation  and  revisions  of  an  employee  handbook  which  describes  the 
conditions  of  employment  with  the  town  including,  hut  not  limited  to,  compensation, 
benefits,  grievance  procedure  and  disciplinary  actions. 

6)  Compiling  and  updating  a complete  set  of  personnel  policies  and  procedures. 

7)  Acting  as  an  investigator  and  an  arbitrator  under  grievance,  termination  and 
discrimination  complaints  proceedings  as  defined  in  the  complete  policy  and  procedures 
and  in  the  handbook. 

8)  From  time  to  time,  on  its  own  motion,  investigating  the  duties  and  rates  of  salaries  or  wages  of 
any  or  all  positions  of  this  chapter.  Such  reviews  shall  be  made  at  such  intervals  as  the  Board 
deems  necessary  and  to  the  extent  which  the  Board  considers  practicable.  The  Selectboard 
may,  on  an  annual  basis,  request  that  such  an  investigation  be  made.  In  no  case  shall  the 
Board  be  required  to  undertake  such  a review  more  than  once  per  year. 

9)  Assisting  the  Selectboard  and  departments  by  preparing  and  reviewing  current  information  as 
to  municipal  salary  and  wage  rates,  fringe  benefits  and  working  conditions,  acting  in  this 
capacity  as  the  technical  staff  to  the  town. 

10)  Making  recommendations  regarding  changes  in  the  duties  of  municipal  staff  and 
regarding  the  addition  or  deletion  of  municipal  staff  positions. 

1 1)  Maintaining  written  job  descriptions  and  job  qualifications.  A job  description  consists  of  a 
statement  describing  the  essential  nature  of  the  work  and  the  characteristics  that  distinguish 
each  position  and  is  intended  to  generally  describe  the  responsibilities  pertaining  to  a 
particular  position  and  is  not  meant  to  interfere  with  the  ability  of  the  immediate  supervisor  to 
assign  duties. 

D.  Upon  recommendation  of  a department,  the  Board  may  authorize  an  entrance  rate  higher  than  the 
previously  authorized  rate  for  a position  and/or  such  variance  in  wages  as  it  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  proper  functioning  of  the  town.  No  variance  shall  become  effective  unless  or  until  the 
necessary  funds  have  been  legally  provided. 

E.  The  Board  shall  administer  and  enforce  this  chapter.  From  time  to  time,  by  its  own  vote,  it  may 
issue,  amend  or  revoke  its  policies,  regulations  and  procedures.  The  Personnel  Board  may  also 
recommend  amendments  to  this  chapter  and  submit  such  amendments  to  the  Town  Meeting 
according  to  the  provisions  of  §30-6  of  this  chapter. 

§30-6  Amendment  procedure. 

This  chapter  may  be  amended  or  repealed  by  majority  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting  following  a 
public  hearing  called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  proposed  changes,  held  at  least  thirty  (30)  days 
before  the  Town  Meeting  vote. 

§30-7  Severability. 

In  the  event  that  any  provision  of  this  chapter  shall  be  deemed  invalid,  unreasonable,  illegal  or 
unconstitutional  by  a court  of  law,  such  provision  shall  be  stricken  or  modified  so  as  to  render  it  valid, 
reasonable,  legal  or  constitutional.  The  invalidity  of  any  provision  hereof  shall  not  be  construed  to 
invalidate  any  other  provision  of  this  chapter. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
October  28,  2002 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  Leverett,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  Monday  October  28, 
2002  at  7:00  in  the  evening  (7:00  p.m.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: 

ARTICLE  1 : To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  "Code  of  Leverett"  by 
establishing  a Community  Preservation  Committee  consisting  of  seven  (7)  voting 
members  pursuant  to  MGL  Chapter  44B  §§  3-7.  The  composition  of  the  committee,  the 
appointment  authority  and  the  term  of  office  for  the  committee  members  are  designated 
in  a document  entitled  "Community  Preservation  Committee  Bylaw"  on  file  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  office. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  advise  the  Select  Board  regarding  the 
establishment  of  an  early  retirement  incentive  program  for  eligible  municipal  employees 
under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 16  of  the  Acts  of  2002,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $8,000  to  pay  for  the  increased  cost  of  the  town's 
share  of  health  insurance  premiums  or  take  any  action  thereon. 


ARTICLE  4:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $3,500  to  purchase  a utility  trailer  for  the  Highway 
Department  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  5:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $10,000  to  hire  special  counsel  for  personnel,  labor 
and  employment  law  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $4,800  to  purchase  a parcel  of  land  east  of  the 
Town  Hall  containing  37,096  ft  and  for  costs  incidental  to  this  purchase  or  take  any 


r 


action  thereon.  A plot  plan/survey  map  is  available  for  inspection  at  the  Town  Clerk's 
office. 


ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  $4,500  to  purchase  a 
photocopier  for  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  8:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $7,200  to  purchase  Assessor's  software  and 
hardware  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

ARTICLE  9:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free 
Cash  or  transfer  from  available  funds  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $4,500  for  the  preparation 
of  a section  of  the  Executive  Order  418  Community  Development  Plan,  or  take  any 
action  thereof. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office 
and  in  the  Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at 
North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-  op  at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the 
day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and 
place  of  said  meeting.  Given  under  our  hands  this  ""j  day  of  - ,2002 


A true  copy  I attest: 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


. 


Special  Town  Meeting 
Minutes 

October  28,  2002 

Moderator  Gary  Gruber  called  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  7:10  p.m.  after  determining  a quorum  present. 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  by  establishing  a 

Community  Preservation  Committee  consisting  of  seven  ( 7 ) voting  members  pursuant  to  MGL  Chapter 
44B  §§  3-7.  The  composition  of  the  committee,  the  appointment  authority  and  the  term  of  office  for  the 
committee  members  are  designated  in  a document  entitled  “Community  Preservation  Committee  Bylaw” 
on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 

Motion:  (Jim  Perkms)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  by  establishing  a 
Community  Preservation  Committee  consisting  of  seven  ( 7 ) voting  members  pursuant  to  MGL  Chapter 
44B  §§  3-7.  The  composition  of  the  committee,  the  appointment  authority  and  the  term  of  office  for  the 
committee  members  are  designated  m a document  entitled  “Community  Preservation  Committee  Bylaw.” 
Some  discussion  was  had  form  Board  members  present  as  to  the  number  of  delegates  form  their  boards. 
Vote:  68  in  favor,  0 opposed. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  advise  the  Select  Board  regarding  the  establishment  of  an 

early  retirement  incentive  program  for  eligible  municipal  employees  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 1 6 of 
the  Acts  of  2002,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Motion:  (Fenna  Lee)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  advise  the  Select  Board  regarding  the  establishment  of  an 
early  retirement  incentive  program  for  eligible  municipal  employees  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 1 6 of 
the  Acts  of  2002,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

This  was  a non-binding  vote  requested  by  the  Select  Board  as  an  advisory  vote.  Town  Meeting  floor 
thanked  employees  retiring  hardily  and  gave  them  a round  applause. 

Vote:  Carries  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  $8,000  to  pay  for  the  increased  cost  of  the  town’s  share  of  health  insurance  premiums 
or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Motion:  (Rich)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  spend  from  Free  Cash  funds  $8,000  to  pay  for  the 
increased  cost  of  the  town’s  share  of  health  insurance  premiums  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Vote:  Carries  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  4:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  $3,500  to  purchase  a utility  trailer  for  the  Highway  Department  or  take  any  action 
thereon. 

Motion:  (Jim)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $3,500  to  purchase  a utility  trailer 
for  the  Highway  Department  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Vote:  Carries  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  5:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  $10,000  to  hire  special  counsel  for  personnel,  labor  and  employment  law  or  take  any 
action  thereon. 

Motion:  (Fenna  Lee)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  to  hire  special  counsel. 

Vote:  Carries  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  $4,800  to  purchase  a parcel  of  land  east  of  the  Town  Hall  containing  37,096  ft2  and  for 
costs  incidental  to  this  purchase  or  take  any  action  thereon.  A plot  plan/survey  map  is  available  for 
inspection  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 

Motion:  (Rich)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  to$4,800  to  purchase  a parcel  of  land  east 
of  the  Town  Hall  containing  37,096  ft2  and  for  costs  incidental  to  this  purchase  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

A plot  plan/survey  map  is  available  for  inspection  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 
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Vote:  Carries  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  a sum  of  money  to  purchase  a photocopier  for  the  Town  Hall  or  take  any  action 
thereon. 

Motion:  (Fenna  Lee)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $4,500  to  purchase  a copier  for  the 
Town  Hall  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Vote:  Passes  unanimously. 

ARTICLE  8:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash  or  transfer 

from  available  funds  $7,200  to  purchase  Assessor’s  software  and  hardware  or  take  any  action  thereon. 
Motion:  (Fenna  Lee)  I move  the  Town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $7,200  to  purchase  Assessor’s 
software  and  hardware  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Vote:  Passes  unanimously. 

A standing  ovation  was  given  to  the  four  retirees  present. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  seconded. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:40  p.m. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 
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Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
June  17,  2002 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  June  17,  2002  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30  p.m.),  then  and  there  to  act  on 
the  following  article,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  $125,000  in 
addition  to  all  other  sums  previously  appropriated  for  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a 
town  library  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  day  23rd  of  May  2002 


A true  copy  I attest: 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


Richard  Brazeau 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


c 


Town  Meeting  Minutes 
Special  Town  Meeting 
June  17,  2002 

A Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  on  June  17  to  appropriate  additional  money  for  the 
building  a new  library. 

A quorum  was  called  to  order  at  7:33  p.m.  by  moderator  Gary  Gruber. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  not  to  exceed 
$125,000  in  addition  to  all  other  sums  previously  appropriated  for  constructing,  originally 
equipping  and  furnishing  a town  library  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation 
shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Dee  Ann  Kelty:  I move  that  the  town  hereby  appropriate  the  sum  of  $100,000  in 

addition  to  all  other  sums  previously  appropriated  for  constructing,  originally  equipping 
and  furnishing  a town  library  and  that  to  meet  this  appropriation,  the  Town  Treasurer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  said  sum  under  and 
pursuant  to  Chapter  44,  Sections  7(3)  and  7(3  A)  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  any  other 
enabling  authority  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefore  or  to  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Dee  Ann  explained  to  town  meeting  that  since  the  posting  of  the  warrant  about  $20,000 
has  been  raised  by  the  Library  Building  Committee.  Five  general  contractor  bids  were 
received.  After  the  bids  were  opened  the  library  was  short  about  $125,000.  Little 
discussion  was  had  beyond  the  above. 

Vote:  78  in  favor,  1 opposed. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  at  7:45  p.m. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 

-x  June  17,  2002 
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Article  1 
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Motion:  I move  that  the  town  hereby  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4-12,000- in 
addition  to  all  other  sums  previously  appropriated  for  constructing, 
originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a town  library  and  that  to  meet  this 
appropriation,  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow  said  sum  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44, 
Sections  7(3)  and  7 (3  A)  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  any  other  enabling 
authority  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefore  or  to  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
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Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
June  17,  2002 


Article  1 


Motion:  I move  that  the  town  hereby  appropriate  the  sum  of  Si  12,000  in 
addition  to  all  other  sums  previously  appropriated  for  constructing, 
originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a town  library  and  that  to  meet  this 
appropriation,  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow  said  sum  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44, 
Sections  7(3)  and  7 (3  A)  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  any  other  enabling 
authority  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefore  or  to  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
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TOWN  OP  LEVTRETT 

Fy  2003  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant 
Saturday  April  27,  2002 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Franklin  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 
Greetings: 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  auditorium,  on  Saturday  the  27th  of 
April  next,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00A.M.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

Article  Two:  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution: 

We,  the  citizens  of  Leverett,  affirm  our  commitment  to  open  discourse  and  civil  resolution  of 
disagreements  and  disputes  concerning  issues  affecting  our  town.  We  believe  that  personal  attacks,  bigotry 
and  slander  against  anyone,  including  our  public  officials,  have  no  place  in  town  governance. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  GL  Chapter  41  Section  108L,  an 
educational  incentive  statute  for  police  officers  in  Massachusetts,  known  as  “The  Quinn  Bill”. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  eminent  domain 

taking  or  other  method,  a portion  of  a parcel  of  land  east  of  the  Town  Hall,  designated  as  Assessor’s  Map  5 
Lot  128,  containing  1.5  acres,  more  or  less,  further  described  herein  and  to  appropriate,  borrow  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $4,200  therefor.  A complete  description  of  the  metes  and  bounds 
of  this  parcel  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  eminent  domain 
or  other  method,  a parcel  of  land  east  of  Doolittle  Brook  designated  as  Assessor’s  Map  5 Lot  107  said  to 
contain  53  acres,  more  or  less,  and  believed  to  be  owned  by  George  Spence,  further  described  herein  and  to 
appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other  available  funds,  a sum  not  to  exceed  $22,700  as  the  town’s 
share  to  be  used  along  with  a grant  from  the  Department  of  Environmental  protection  for  $34,020  under  the 
Aquifer  Land  Acquisition  Program.  When  acquired  the  parcel  will  be  subject  to  a conservation  restriction 
to  be  held  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Management,  which  stipulates  that  there  be  public  access  to 
the  parcel.  An  approximate  description  of  the  parcel,  pending  a final  survey: 

Land  in  Leverett,  Franklin  County,  Massachusetts  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  Southwest  comer,  at  the  middle  of  the  Saw  Mill  River,  so-called;  thence  Northerly  up  the 
said  river,  joining  land  now  or  formerly  of  George  L.  Watkins  to  a stake  and  stones  in  said  river;  thence 
Westerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  about  eight  (8)  rods,  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence 
Northerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  in  a straight  line  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly 
to  a stake  and  stones  by  the  highway;  thence  Northerly  on  the  highway  four  (4)  rods  to  a stake  and  stones  at 
the  comer  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  William  Ashley  (formerly  of  Samuel  Pierce);  thence  on  said  Ashley’s 
land  Easterly  to  Saw  Mill  Road;  thence  in  the  center  line  of  the  river  to  a stake  and  stones  near  the  site  of 
' the  old  Still;  thence  Easterly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  E.M.  Ingram  to  the  old  two  mile  addition  line; 
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thence  Southerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Ingram  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly  on  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Edward  F.  Ingram  to  the  first  mentioned  comer,  containing  52  !4  acres  of  land,  more  or 
less,  together  with  all  of  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a certain  right-of-way  across  land  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Edward  F.  Ingram,  South  of  the  granted  tract,  and  being  the  same  premises  conveyed  by 
deed  of  Charles  Hall  Beaman  to  Frank  Tomaskiski,  dated  March  6,  1902,  recorded  in  Franklin  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  492,  Page  1 57,  to  which  reference  is  expressly  made  for  further  description. 

The  above  described  premises  are  also  the  same  conveyed  by  deed  of  Ray  A.  Johnson  and  LaNeima  B. 
Johnson  to  said  George  Eastman  et  als.  Dated  November  16,  1970,  and  recorded  in  said  Franklin  Registry 
of  Deeds,  Book  1267,  Page  216. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  he  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 

available  funds  $5,000  for  the  Land  Conservation  Fund. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the  following 
section: 

“3526.  The  driveway  shall  provide  access  through  the  required  frontage  of  one  of  the  two  serviced  lots.” 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  by  changing  the 

heading  of  Section  3400  from  “Environmental  Controls”  to  “Environmental  Controls  and  Septic 
Regulations”.  And  by  adding  a Section  3440  as  follows: 

3441.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  located  entirely  upon  the  Lot  on  which  the 
dwelling,  which  is  to  be  served,  is  located. 

3442.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  installed  not  closer  than  ten  feet  from  any  Lot 
line. 

3443.  The  provisions  of  Section  3440  shall  not  apply  to  the  repair,  or  replacement  of  any  failed  septic 
system,  to  the  extent  the  application  of  such  provisions  would,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
Town  of  Leverett,  unreasonably  negatively  impact  such  repair  or  replacement. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  deleting  the 

existing  Section  3700  in  its  entirety  and  substituting  a new  Section  3700.  The  purpose  of  the  new  Section 
3700,  “Rate  of  Development”  provision  is  to  promote  orderly  growth  in  the  town,  consistent  with  the  rate 
of  residential  growth  over  the  last  six  years,  to  phase  growth  so  that  it  will  not  unduly  strain  the 
community’s  ability  to  provide  basic  public  facilities  and  services,  to  provide  the  town,  its  boards  and 
agencies  information,  time  and  capacity  to  incorporate  such  growth  into  comprehensive  planning  for  the 
future  and  to  preserve  and  enhance  existing  community  character  and  value  of  property.  The  complete  text 
of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  by  adding  a new 

Section  4900  regarding  upper  elevation  site  plan  review.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  section  to  minimize 
visual  intrusion  of  development  on  Leverett’ s remote  hillsides,  as  may  be  visible  from  public  ways  in  town. 
Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  is  therefore  intended  to  allow  development  at  higher  elevations  but 
subject  to  reasonable  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  by-law.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  GL  Chapter  32B  Section  18  which  requires  that 

all  retirees,  their  spouses  and  dependents  who  are  enrolled  in  Medicare  Part  A,  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  then- 
spouse  or  dependents  or  eligible  for  coverage  thereunder  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their  spouse  or  dependents, 
be  required  to  enroll  in  a Medicare  health  benefits  supplements  plan  offered  by  the  town. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  Free  Cash  $2500 

to  be  used  to  purchase  computer  hardware,  software,  peripheral  equipment  and  other  office  equipment  for 
town  departments. 
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Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 
available  funds  S2400  for  chimney  repairs  and  floor  refinishing  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  free  cash  $925  to 
purchase  and  install  a stainless  steel  counter  top  for  the  serving  surface  in  the  Town  Hall  kitchen. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 
available  funds  $15,000  to  purchase  turnout  gear  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  free  cash  $200  to 
purchase  equipment  for  the  Dog  Officer. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $135.66  from  free  cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior 

years  for  the  Planning  Board. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $313.16  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 

Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL 
Chapter  140  Section  172. 


Article  Twenty-one:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 

Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E1'2  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2001. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

Fy  2003 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$1500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1000 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers,  donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Article  Twenty-two:  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  United  States  Constitution  and  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  guarantee  those  living  in  the 
United  States  the  following  rights: 

Whereas,  we  believe  these  civil  liberties  are  precious  and  are  now  threatened  by 
A The  USA  PATRIOT  ACT,  which 

o All  but  eliminates  judicial  supervision  of  telephone  and  Internet  surveillance; 

o Greatly  expands  the  government’s  ability  to  conduct  secret  searches; 

o Gives  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of  State  the  power  to  designate  domestic  groups  as  “terrorist 

organizations”;  and 

o Grants  the  FBI  broad  access  to  sensitive  medical,  mental  health,  financial  and  educational  records  about 

individuals  without  having  to  show  evidence  of  a crime  and  without  a court  order;  and 
B.  Federal  Executive  Orders,  which 

o Establish  secret  military  tribunals  for  terrorism  suspects; 

o Permit  wiretapping  of  conversations  between  federal  prisoners  and  their  lawyers; 

o Lift  Justice  Department  regulations  against  illegal  COrNTELPRO-type  operations  by  the  FBI  (covert  activities 

that  in  the  past  targeted  domestic  groups  and  individuals);  and 
o Limit  the  disclosure  of  public  documents  and  records  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act;  and 

Whereas,  this  law  and  these  Executive  Orders  particularly  target  foreign  nationals  and  people  of  Middle  Eastern  and  South  Asian 
descent,  but  could  affect  any  one  of  us  in  the  U.S. A.  acting  and  speaking  legally  in  opposing  government  policy;  and 
Whereas,  the  Executive  Order  on  secret  military  tribunals  also  undermines  the  U.S.  government’s  ability  to  denounce  atrocities 
carried  out  in  secret  military  tribunals  elsewhere  in  the  world;  and 

Whereas,  several  law  enforcement  officials,  including  previous  heads  of  the  FBI,  have  decried  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act  and  these 
Executive  Orders  as  unnecessary  to  the  prosecution  of,  and  protection  from,  terrorism. 

Therefore,  we  the  people  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  call  on  our  local  government  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  our  state  and  federal 
Constitutions  by  asking  local  and  state  police,  the  local  U.S.  Attorney’s  office,  and  the  FBI  to: 

1 . Report  to  citizens  regularly  and  publicly  the  extent  to  and  manner  in  which  they  have  acted  under  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act,  new  Executive  Orders,  or  COINTELPRO-type  regulations,  including  disclosing  the  names  of 
any  detainees; 

2.  End  racial  profiling  in  law  enforcement  and  detentions  without  charges; 
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3. 


Not  participate,  to  the  extent  legally  permissible,  in  law-enforcement  activities  that  threaten  civil  rights  and  civil 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Leverett,  such  as  surveillance,  wiretaps,  and  securing  of  private  information,  which  the 
Act  and  Orders  authorize; 

4.  Openly  work  for  the  repeal  of  the  parts  of  the  Act  and  Orders  that  violate  civil  rights  and  civil  liberties,  and: 

5.  Ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  the  above  authorities  of  our  action  in  this  regard 

Article  Twenty-two:  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution  to  protect  our  farms, 

food,  and  the  environment: 

Whereas  genetically  engineered  (GE)  foods  have  been  shown  to  cause  long-term  damage  to  the  environment,  the  integrity  of  rural, 
family  farm  economies,  and  can  have  serious  impacts  on  human  health; 

Whereas  GE  crops  have  been  found  to  contaminate  other  crops  through  cross-pollination  and  are  stringently  regulated  in  more  than 
30  countries,  and; 

Whereas  citizens  throughout  the  United  States  are  taking  steps  to  address  the  problem  of  GE  foods  at  the  state  and  local  levels,  in 
response  to  the  failure  of  Congress  and  federal  regulatory  agencies  to  adequately  address  this  issue,  the  residents  of  Leverett: 

Call  upon  our  Legislators  and  Congressional  Representatives  to  support  the  mandatory  labeling  of  all  genetically  engineered  food  and 
seeds,  as  well  as  a moratorium  on  the  further  growing  of  GE  crops  until  there  is  credible  and  independent  scientific  evidence  that  these 
products  are  no  longer  harmful  to  our  health,  the  environment,  and  the  survival  of  family  farms. 
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And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the 
Town  Hali  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the 
Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  \ (day  of  April,  2002. 

J 

SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


MINUTES 

ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
APRIL  27,  2002 


Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:05.  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  deemed  a quomm 
present.  The  newly  formed  Community  Dialog  project  gave  a brief  presentation  of  the  work  they’ve  been 
doing  around  dialog  among  neighbors  and  religious  groups  after  the  events  of  September  1 1,  2002.  A 
moment  of  silence  was  observed  for  all  those  new  people  bom  in  town  and  for  the  ones  we’ve  lost. 

Lisa  White  form  the  Franklin  Regional  Council  of  Governments  gave  a short  presentation  of  the 
endeavors  of  the  FRCOG. 


Article  two  was  taken  out  of  order. 


Article  Two:  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution: 

We,  the  citizens  of  Leverett,  affirm  our  commitment  to  open  discourse  and  civil  resolution  of 
disagreements  and  disputes  concemmg  issues  affecting  our  town.  We  believe  that  personal  attacks,  bigotry 
and  slander  against  anyone,  including  our  public  officials,  have  no  place  in  town  governance. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

We,  the  citizens  of  Leverett,  affirm  our  commitment  to  open  discourse  and  civil  resolution  of 
disagreements  and  disputes  concerning  issues  affecting  our  town.  We  believe  that  personal  attacks,  bigotry 
and  slander  against  anyone,  including  our  public  officials,  have  no  place  in  town  governance. 

Motion  passes  unanimously. 


Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 
Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods 
prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw.  Motion  was  seconded.  The  following  officers  were  chosen: 

Assessors:  David  Palmer,  2005  Auditor:  Steve  Nagy,  2003 

Board  of  Health:  Kitze  McCormick,  2005  Michael  Fair,  2004 

(also  running  for  the  Board  of  Health:  Peter  Daniel,  Glen  Ayers) 

Library  Trustees:  Chris  Condit,  2005  Sandra  Corcoran,  2005 

Constable:  John  Swartz,  2005  Finance  Committee:  Nadia  Margolis,  2005 

Moderator:  Gary  Gruber,  2005  Asst.  Moderator:  Nancy  Gibavic,  2003 

Planning  Board:  Jean  Bergstrom,  2007  Adam  Bauer,  2004 

(also  running  for  the  Planning  Board:  Daniel  Barshak) 

School  Committee:  Barbara  Tiner,  2005  Select  Board:  Rich  Brazeau,  2005 

Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford,  2003 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  GL  Chapter  41  Section  108L,  an 
educational  incentive  statute  for  police  officers  in  Massachusetts,  known  as  “The  Quinn  Bill”. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  GL  Chapter  41  Section  108L,  an 

educational  incentive  statute  for  police  officers  in  Massachusetts,  known  as  “The  Quinn  Bill”. 

Motion  seconded. 

Passes  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary 

to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Gary  read  through  the  budget  and  asked  if  there  were  questions  on  any  item  to  ask  for  it  to  be  held  for 
further  discussion  after  the  reading.  The  only  item  held  was  Board  of  Health  salaries.  Glen  Ayers  thought 
the  Board  of  Health  should  get  more  money  for  what  they  do.  It  was  agreed  to  discuss  this  outside  of  the 
Town  Meeting. 

The  budget  passed  unanimously  as  read  for  a total  budget  of  $3,723,308. 


Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 

Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Motion  seconded.  Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  eminent  domain 

taking  or  other  method,  a portion  of  a parcel  of  land  east  of  the  Town  Hall,  designated  as  Assessor’s  Map  5 
Lot  128,  containing  1.5  acres,  more  or  less,  further  described  herein  and  to  appropriate,  borrow  or  transfer 
from  available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $4,200  therefor.  A complete  description  of  the  metes  and  bounds 
of  this  parcel  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  eminent  domain 
or  other  method,  a parcel  of  land  east  of  Doolittle  Brook  designated  as  Assessor’s  Map  5 Lot  107  said  to 
contain  53  acres,  more  or  less,  and  believed  to  be  owned  by  George  Spence,  further  described  herein  and  to 
appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other  available  funds,  a sum  not  to  exceed  $22,700  as  the  town’s 
share  to  be  used  along  with  a grant  from  the  Department  of  Environmental  protection  for  $34,020  under  the 
Aquifer  Land  Acquisition  Program.  When  acquired  the  parcel  will  be  subject  to  a conservation  restriction 
to  be  held  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Management,  which  stipulates  that  there  be  public  access  to 
the  parcel.  An  approximate  description  of  the  parcel,  pending  a final  survey: 

Land  in  Leverett,  Franklin  County,  Massachusetts  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  Southwest  comer,  at  the  middle  of  the  Saw  Mill  River,  so-called;  thence  Northerly  up  the 
said  river,  joining  land  now  or  formerly  of  George  L.  Watkins  to  a stake  and  stones  in  said  river;  thence 
Westerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  about  eight  (8)  rods,  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence 
Northerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  m a straight  line  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly 
to  a stake  and  stones  by  the  highway;  thence  Northerly  on  the  highway  four  (4)  rods  to  a stake  and  stones  at 
the  comer  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  William  Ashley  (formerly  of  Samuel  Pierce);  thence  on  said  Ashley’s 
land  Easterly  to  Saw  Mill  Road;  thence  in  the  center  line  of  the  river  to  a stake  and  stones  near  the  site  of 
the  old  Still;  thence  Easterly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  E.M.  Ingram  to  the  old  two  mile  addition  line; 
thence  Southerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Ingram  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly  on  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Edward  F.  Ingram  to  the  first  mentioned  comer,  containing  52  14  acres  of  land,  more  or 
less,  together  with  all  of  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a certain  right-of-way  across  land  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Edward  F.  Ingram,  South  of  the  granted  tract,  and  being  the  same  premises  conveyed  by 
deed  of  Charles  Hall  Beaman  to  Frank  Tomaskiski,  dated  March  6,  1902,  recorded  in  Franklin  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  492,  Page  157,  to  which  reference  is  expressly  made  for  further  description. 

The  above  described  premises  are  also  the  same  conveyed  by  deed  of  Ray  A.  Johnson  and  LaNeima  B. 
Johnson  to  said  George  Eastman  et  als.  Dated  November  16,  1970,  and  recorded  in  said  Franklin  Registry 
of  Deeds,  Book  1267,  Page  216. 
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Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  if  the  town  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  eminent 

domain  or  other  method,  a parcel  of  land  east  of  Doolittle  Brook  designated  as  Assessor’s  Map  5 Lot  107 
said  to  contain  53  acres,  more  or  less,  and  believed  to  be  owned  by  George  Spence,  further  described  herein 
and  to  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other  available  funds,  a sum  not  to  exceed  $22,700  as  the 
town’s  share  to  be  used  along  with  a grant  from  the  Department  of  Environmental  protection  for  $34,020 
under  the  Aquifer  Land  Acquisition  Program.  When  acquired  the  parcel  will  be  subject  to  a conservation 


I 


restriction  to  be  held  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Management,  which  stipulates  that  there  be 
public  access  to  the  parcel.  An  approximate  description  of  the  parcel,  pendmg  a final  survey: 

Land  in  Leverett,  Franklin  County,  Massachusetts  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  Southwest  comer,  at  the  middle  of  the  Saw  Mill  River,  so-called;  thence  Northerly  up  the 
said  river,  joining  land  now  or  formerly  of  George  L.  Watkins  to  a stake  and  stones  in  said  river;  thence 
Westerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  about  eight  (8)  rods,  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence 
Northerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  in  a straight  line  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly 
to  a stake  and  stones  by  the  highway;  thence  Northerly  on  the  highway  four  (4)  rods  to  a stake  and  stones  at 
the  comer  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  William  Ashley  (formerly  of  Samuel  Pierce);  thence  on  said  Ashley’s 
land  Easterly  to  Saw  Mill  Road;  thence  in  the  center  line  of  the  river  to  a stake  and  stones  near  the  site  of 
the  old  Still;  thence  Easterly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  E.M.  Ingram  to  the  old  two  mile  addition  lme; 
thence  Southerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Ingram  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly  on  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Edward  F.  Ingram  to  the  first  mentioned  comer,  containing  52  Vi  acres  of  land,  more  or 
less,  together  with  all  of  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a certain  right-of-way  across  land  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Edward  F.  Ingram,  South  of  the  granted  tract,  and  being  the  same  premises  conveyed  by 
deed  of  Charles  Hall  Beaman  to  Frank  Tomaskiski,  dated  March  6,  1902,  recorded  in  Franklin  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  492,  Page  157,  to  which  reference  is  expressly  made  for  further  description. 

The  above  described  premises  are  also  the  same  conveyed  by  deed  of  Ray  A.  Johnson  and  LaNeima  B. 
Johnson  to  said  George  Eastman  et  als.  Dated  November  16,  1970,  and  recorded  in  said  Franklin  Registry 
of  Deeds,  Book  1267,  Page  216. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  83  in  favor,  5 opposed. 

At  this  point  in  the  meeting  a presentation  was  given  by  Rich  Brazeau  who  was  on  the  Well  Committee  and 
who  wrote  the  grant  for  this  project.  He  explained  that  the  school’s  new  well  is  contaminated.  The  old  well, 
which  is  located  under  the  building  has  been  given  a variance  so  that  we  may  use  the  water  form  that  well. 
The  new  Public  Safety  Complex  and  the  new  library  will  also  be  using  that  well.  What  is  uncertain  is  for 
how  long  the  old  well  will  be  able  to  provide  water  for  these  buildings.  The  Spence  property  has  been  of 
mterest  to  the  town  for  a long  time.  The  fact  that  it  may  be  the  only  place  for  a new  pubic  water  supply 
should  it  be  needed,  further  emphasized  the  importance  of  that  piece  of  land  fro  the  town. 

Motion  was  then  amended  to  read: 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift, 

eminent  domain  or  other  method  for  general  municipal  purposes,  a parcel  of  land  adjoining  Dolittle  Brook 
designated  as  Assessors  map  5 lot  107  said  to  contain  53  acres,  more  of  less,  and  believed  to  be  owned  by 
George  Spence,  further  described  herein  and  to  expend  a sum  not  to  exceed  $56,720  for  Free  Cash.  In 
addition  this  vote  requires  that  the  town  convey  a conservation  restriction  on  this  parcel  to  Massachusetts 
Department  of  environmental  Management  which  stipulates  that  there  be  public  access  to  the  parcel  as  well 
as  other  use  restrictions  and  a subsequent  transfer  or  dedication  to  the  town  for  water  supply  protection 
purposes.  An  appropriate  description  of  the  parcel,  pending  a final  survey  is: 

Beginning  at  the  Southwest  comer,  at  the  middle  of  the  Saw  Mill  River,  so-called;  thence  Northerly  up  the 
said  river,  joining  land  now  or  formerly  of  George  L.  Watkins  to  a stake  and  stones  in  said  river;  thence 
Westerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  about  eight  (8)  rods,  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence 
Northerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Watkins  in  a straight  line  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly 
to  a stake  and  stones  by  the  highway;  thence  Northerly  on  the  highway  four  (4)  rods  to  a stake  and  stones  at 
the  comer  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  William  Ashley  (formerly  of  Samuel  Pierce);  thence  on  said  Ashley’s 
land  Easterly  to  Saw  Mill  Road;  thence  in  the  center  line  of  the  river  to  a stake  and  stones  near  the  site  of 
the  old  Still;  thence  Easterly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  E.M.  Ingram  to  the  old  two  mile  addition  line; 
thence  Southerly  on  land  now  or  formerly  of  said  Ingram  to  a stake  and  stones;  thence  Westerly  on  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Edward  F.  Ingram  to  the  first  mentioned  comer,  containing  52  Vi  acres  of  land,  more  or 
less,  together  with  all  of  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  a certain  right-of-way  across  land  now  or 
formerly  of  said  Edward  F.  Ingram,  South  of  the  granted  tract,  and  being  the  same  premises  conveyed  by 


deed  of  Charles  Hall  Beaman  to  Frank  Tomaskiski,  dated  March  6,  1902,  recorded  in  Franklin  Registry  of 
Deeds,  Book  492,  Page  157,  to  which  reference  is  expressly  made  for  further  description. 

The  above  described  premises  are  also  the  same  conveyed  by  deed  of  Ray  A.  Johnson  and  LaNeima  B. 
Johnson  to  said  George  Eastman  et  als.  Dated  November  16,  1970,  and  recorded  in  said  Franklin  Registry 
of  Deeds,  Book  1267,  Page  216. 

Amended  motion  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  he  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 

available  funds  $5,000  for  the  Land  Conservation  Fund. 

Select  Board  moves  to  pass  over.  Not  seconded. 

Steve  Roof  of  the  Conservation  Commission  explains  the  importance  of  that  money  for  the  Conservation 
Commission. 

Steve  Roof:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $5,000  for  the  Land  Conservation  Fund. 

Motion  is  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the  following 
section: 

“3526.  The  driveway  shall  provide  access  through  the  required  frontage  of  one  of  the  two  serviced  lots.” 
Jeff  McQueen:  : I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the  following 
section: 

“3526.  The  driveway  shall  provide  access  through  the  required  frontage  of  one  of  the  two  serviced  lots.” 
After  a brief  discussion  of  why  this  topic  was  being  addressed  by  the  Planning  Board  and  not  the  Board  of 
Health,  motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Laws  by  changing  the 

heading  of  Section  3400  from  “Environmental  Controls”  to  “Environmental  Controls  and  Septic 
Regulations”.  And  by  adding  a Section  3440  as  follows: 

3441.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  located  entirely  upon  the  Lot  on  which  the 
dwelling,  which  is  to  be  served,  is  located. 

3442.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  installed  not  closer  than  ten  feet  from  any  Lot 
line. 

3443.  The  provisions  of  Section  3440  shall  not  apply  to  the  repair,  or  replacement  of  any  failed  septic 
system,  to  the  extent  the  application  of  such  provisions  would,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
Town  of  Leverett,  unreasonably  negatively  impact  such  repair  or  replacement. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Laws  by  changing  the  heading 

of  Section  3400  from  “Environmental  Controls”  to  “Environmental  Controls  and  Septic  Regulations”.  And 
by  adding  a Section  3440  as  follows: 

3441.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  located  entirely  upon  the  Lot  on  which  the 
dwelling,  which  is  to  be  served,  is  located. 

3442.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  installed  not  closer  than  ten  feet  from  any  Lot 
line. 

3443.  The  provisions  of  Section  3440  shall  not  apply  to  the  repair,  or  replacement  of  any  failed  septic 
system,  to  the  extent  the  application  of  such  provisions  would,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
Town  of  Leverett,  unreasonably  negatively  impact  such  repair  or  replacement. 

Some  town  meeting  members  were  uncomfortable  with  section  3442.  Motion  to  amend: 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  to  delete  section  3442  and  renumber  so  that  3443  becomes  3442. 

Motion  is  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Final  motion  reads:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  by  changing  the 

heading  of  Section  3400  from  “Environmental  Controls”  to  “Environmental  Controls  and  Septic 
Regulations”.  And  by  adding  a Section  3440  as  follows: 

3441.  All  septic  systems  installed  after  May  1,  2002  shall  be  located  entirely  upon  the  Lot  on  which  the 
dwelling,  which  is  to  be  served,  is  located. 

3442.  The  provisions  of  Section  3440  shall  not  apply  to  the  repair,  or  replacement  of  any  failed  septic 
system,  to  the  extent  the  application  of  such  provisions  would,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
Town  of  Leverett,  unreasonably  negatively  impact  such  repair  or  replacement. 


Motion  carries:  62  in  favor,  22  opposed. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zonmg  By-Law  by  deleting  the 

existing  Section  3700  in  its  entirety  and  substituting  a new  Section  3700.  The  purpose  of  the  new  Section 
3700,  “Rate  of  Development”  provision  is  to  promote  orderly  growth  in  the  town,  consistent  with  the  rate 
of  residential  growth  over  the  last  six  years,  to  phase  growth  so  that  it  will  not  unduly  strain  the 
community’s  ability  to  provide  basic  public  facilities  and  services,  to  provide  the  town,  its  boards  and 
agencies  information,  time  and  capacity  to  incorporate  such  growth  into  comprehensive  planning  for  the 
future  and  to  preserve  and  enhance  existing  community  character  and  value  of  property.  The  complete  text 
of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  deleting  the  existing 

Section  3700  in  its  entirety  and  substituting  a new  Section  3700.  The  purpose  of  the  new  Section  3700, 
“Rate  of  Development”  provision  is  to  promote  orderly  growth  in  the  town,  consistent  with  the  rate  of 
residential  growth  over  the  last  six  years,  to  phase  growth  so  that  it  will  not  unduly  strain  the  community’s 
ability  to  provide  basic  public  facilities  and  services,  to  provide  the  town,  its  boards  and  agencies 
information,  time  and  capacity  to  incorporate  such  growth  into  comprehensive  planning  for  the  future  and 
to  preserve  and  enhance  existing  community  character  and  value  of  property.  The  complete  text  of  this 
article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Some  town  meeting  members  were  uncomfortable  with  section  3750.  Motion  to  amend: 

Ken  Kahn:  I move  the  town  vote  to  modify  section  3750  by  adding  the  words  “but  shall  not  apply  to 
addition  of  an  accessory  apartment  under  section  2400.”  And  delete  the  last  13  words  of  section  3720. 
Amended  motion  passes  unanimously. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  by  addmg  a new 

Section  4960  regarding  upper  elevation  site  plan  review.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  section  to  minimize 
visual  intrusion  of  development  on  Leverett’s  remote  hillsides,  as  may  be  visible  from  public  ways  in  town. 
Upper  Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  is  therefore  intended  to  allow  development  at  higher  elevations  but 
subject  to  reasonable  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  by-law.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Laws  by  adding  a new  Section 
4900  regarding  upper  elevation  site  plan  review.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  section  to  minimize  visual 
intrusion  of  development  on  Leverett’s  remote  hillsides,  as  may  be  visible  from  public  ways  in  town.  Upper 
Elevation  Site  Plan  Review  is  therefore  intended  to  allow  development  at  higher  elevations  but  subject  to 
reasonable  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  by-law.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town 
Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Motion  is  seconded  and  carries  unanimously. 

Ken  Kahn:  To  amend  article  twelve  by  substituting  for  the  proposed  section  numbers  as  follows: 


For  section  #: 

Substitute  S 

4900 

4960 

4910 

4961 

4920 

4962 

4921 

4962.1 

4922 

4962.2 

4930 

4963 

4940 

4964 

4941 

4964.1 

4942 

4964.2 

4943 

4964.3 

4944 

4964.4 

4945 

4964.5 

4946 

4964.6 

4950 

4965 

4951 

4965.1 

4952 

4965.2 

4953 

4965.3 

4954 

4965.4 

4965.5 

4965.6 


4955 
4960 

Motion  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  GL  Chapter  32B  Section  18  which  requires  that 

all  retirees,  their  spouses  and  dependents  who  are  enrolled  in  Medicare  Part  A,  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their 
spouse  or  dependents  or  eligible  for  coverage  thereunder  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their  spouse  or  dependents, 
be  required  to  enroll  in  a Medicare  health  benefits  supplements  plan  offered  by  the  town. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  GL  Chapter  32B  Section  18  which  requires  that  all  retirees, 

their  spouses  and  dependents  who  are  enrolled  in  Medicare  Part  A,  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their  spouse  or 
dependents  or  eligible  for  coverage  thereunder  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their  spouse  or  dependents,  be 
required  to  enroll  in  a Medicare  health  benefits  supplements  plan  offered  by  the  town. 

Amended  to  read:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  GL  Chapter  32B  Section  18  which  requires  that 

all  Leverett  employee  retirees,  their  spouses  and  dependents  who  are  enrolled  in  Medicare  Part  A,  at  no 
cost  to  a retiree,  their  spouse  or  dependents  or  eligible  for  coverage  thereunder  at  no  cost  to  a retiree,  their 
spouse  or  dependents,  be  required  to  enroll  in  a Medicare  health  benefits  supplements  plan  offered  by  the 
town. 

Amended  motion  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  Free  Cash  $2500 

to  be  used  to  purchase  computer  hardware,  software,  peripheral  equipment  and  other  office  equipment  for 
town  departments. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $2500  to  be  used  to  purchase  computer 

hardware,  software,  peripheral  equipment  and  other  office  equipment  for  town  departments. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 
available  funds  $2400  for  chimney  repairs  and  floor  refinishing  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Tom:  : I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $2400  for  chimney  repairs  and  floor  refinishing  at 

the  Town  Hall. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  free  cash  $925  to 
purchase  and  install  a stainless  steel  counter  top  for  the  serving  surface  in  the  Town  Hall  kitchen. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $925  to  purchase  and  install  a stainless  steel  counter 

top  for  the  serving  surface  in  the  Town  Hall  kitchen. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  free  cash  or  other 
available  funds  $15,000  to  purchase  turnout  gear  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $15,000  to  purchase  turnout  gear  for  the 

Fire  Department. 

Chief  John  Moruzzi  has  applied  for  a grant  for  some  of  the  amount  for  this  gear.  It  is  possible  that  not  all  of 
this  allocation  will  be  necessary. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  free  cash  $200  to 
purchase  equipment  for  the  Dog  Officer. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $200  to  purchase  equipment  for  the  Dog  Officer. 

Carries  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $135.66  from  free  cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior 

years  for  the  Planning  Board. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $135.66  from  free  cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior  years  for  the 

Planning  Board. 

Carries  unanimously. 


f 
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Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $313.16  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 

Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  m accordance  with  MGL 
Chapter  140  Section  172. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $313.16  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 

Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL 
Chapter  140  Section  172 


Article  Twenty-one:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 

Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2002. 


Revolving 

Fund 

Who  is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

Fy  2003 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$1500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$1000 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers,  donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under  Massachusetts 

General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  2002. 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-two:  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  United  States  Constitution  and  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  guarantee  those  living  in  the 
United  States  the  following  rights: 

Whereas,  we  believe  these  civil  liberties  are  precious  and  are  now  threatened  by 
A The  USA  PATRIOT  ACT,  which 

o All  but  eliminates  judicial  supervision  of  telephone  and  Internet  surveillance; 
o Greatly  expands  the  government’s  ability  to  conduct  secret  searches; 

o Gives  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of  State  the  power  to  designate  domestic  groups  as  “terrorist 
organizations”;  and 

o Grants  the  FBI  broad  access  to  sensitive  medical,  mental  health,  financial  and  educational  records  about 
individuals  without  having  to  show  evidence  of  a crime  and  without  a court  order;  and 
B.  Federal  Executive  Orders,  which 

o Establish  secret  military  tribunals  for  terrorism  suspects; 

o Permit  wiretapping  of  conversations  between  federal  prisoners  and  their  lawyers; 

o Lift  Justice  Department  regulations  against  illegal  COINTELPRO-type  operations  by  the  FBI  (covert  activities 
that  in  the  past  targeted  domestic  groups  and  individuals);  and 
o Limit  the  disclosure  of  public  documents  and  records  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act;  and 
Whereas,  this  law  and  these  Executive  Orders  particularly  target  foreign  nationals  and  people  of  Middle  Eastern  and  South  Asian 
descent,  but  could  affect  any  one  of  us  in  the  U.S.A.  acting  and  speaking  legally  in  opposing  government  policy;  and 
Whereas,  the  Executive  Order  on  secret  military  tribunals  also  undermines  the  U.S.  government’s  ability  to  denounce  atrocities 
carried  out  in  secret  military  tribunals  elsewhere  in  the  world;  and 

Whereas,  several  law  enforcement  officials,  including  previous  heads  of  the  FBI,  have  decried  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act  and  these 
Executive  Orders  as  unnecessary  to  the  prosecution  of,  and  protection  from,  terrorism, 

Therefore,  we  the  people  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  call  on  our  local  government  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  our  state  and  federal 
Constitutions  by  asking  local  and  state  police,  the  local  U.S.  Attorney’s  office,  and  the  FBI  to: 

1 . Report  to  citizens  regularly  and  publicly  the  extent  to  and  manner  in  which  they  have  acted  under  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act,  new  Executive  Orders,  or  COINTELPRO-type  regulations,  including  disclosing  the  names  of 
any  detainees; 

2.  End  racial  profiling  in  law  enforcement  and  detentions  without  charges; 

3.  Not  participate,  to  the  extent  legally  permissible,  in  law-enforcement  activities  that  threaten  civil  rights  and  civil 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Leverett,  such  as  surveillance,  wiretaps,  and  securing  of  private  information,  which  the 
Act  and  Orders  authorize; 

4.  Openly  work  for  the  repeal  of  the  parts  of  the  Act  and  Orders  that  violate  civil  rights  and  civil  liberties,  and: 

5.  Ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  the  above  authorities  of  our  action  in  this  regard 

Ann  Ferguson:  Read  the  above  motion. 

It  was  suggested  it  would  read  more  clearly  if  the  words:”  We  the  people  of  Leverett  call  on  our  local 
Government  to:”  after  #3  and  before  #4. 


Amended  motion  reads:  Whereas,  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  United  States  Constitution  and  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts 
guarantee  those  living  in  the  United  States  the  following  rights: 

Whereas,  we  believe  these  civil  liberties  are  precious  and  are  now  threatened  by 
A The  USA  PATRIOT  ACT,  which 

o All  but  eliminates  judicial  supervision  of  telephone  and  Internet  surveillance; 

o Greatly  expands  the  government’s  ability  to  conduct  secret  searches; 

o Gives  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Secretary  of  State  the  power  to  designate  domestic  groups  as  “terrorist 
organizations”;  and 

o Grants  the  FBI  broad  access  to  sensitive  medical,  mental  health,  financial  and  educational  records  about 
individuals  without  having  to  show  evidence  of  a crime  and  without  a court  order;  and 
B.  Federal  Executive  Orders,  which 

o Establish  secret  military  tribunals  for  terrorism  suspects; 

o Permit  wiretapping  of  conversations  between  federal  prisoners  and  their  lawyers; 

o Lift  Justice  Department  regulations  against  illegal  COINTELPRO-type  operations  by  the  FBI  (covert  activities 
that  in  the  past  targeted  domestic  groups  and  individuals);  and 
o Limit  the  disclosure  of  public  documents  and  records  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act,  and 
Whereas,  this  law  and  these  Executive  Orders  particularly  target  foreign  nationals  and  people  of  Middle  Eastern  and  South  Asian 
descent,  but  could  affect  any  one  of  us  in  the  U.S.A.  acting  and  speaking  legally  in  opposing  government  policy;  and 
Whereas,  the  Executive  Order  on  secret  military  tribunals  also  undermines  the  U.S.  government’s  ability  to  denounce  atrocities 
carried  out  in  secret  military  tribunals  elsewhere  in  the  world;  and 

Whereas,  several  law  enforcement  officials,  including  previous  heads  of  the  FBI,  have  decried  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act  and  these 
Executive  Orders  as  unnecessary  to  the  prosecution  of,  and  protection  from,  terrorism, 

Therefore,  we  the  people  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  call  on  our  local  government  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  our  state  and  federal 
Constitutions  by  asking  local  and  state  police,  the  local  U.S.  Attorney’s  office,  and  the  FBI  to: 

1 . Report  to  citizens  regularly  and  publicly  the  extent  to  and  manner  in  which  they  have  acted  under  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act,  new  Executive  Orders,  or  COINTELPRO-type  regulations,  including  disclosing  the  names  of 
any  detainees; 

2.  End  racial  profiling  in  law  enforcement  and  detentions  without  charges; 

3.  Not  participate,  to  the  extent  legally  permissible,  in  law-enforcement  activities  that  threaten  civil  rights  and  civil 
liberties  of  the  people  of  Leverett,  such  as  surveillance,  wiretaps,  and  securing  of  private  information,  which  the 
Act  and  Orders  authorize; 

We  the  people  of  Leverett  call  on  our  local  Government  to: 

4.  Openly  work  for  the  repeal  of  the  parts  of  the  Act  and  Orders  that  violate  civil  rights  and  civil  liberties,  and: 

5.  Ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  the  above  authorities  of  our  action  in  this  regard 

Carries  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-two;  Shall  the  residents  of  Leverett  support  the  following  resolution  to  protect  our  farms, 
food,  and  the  environment; 

Whereas  genetically  engineered  (GE)  foods  have  been  shown  to  cause  long-term  damage  to  the  environment,  the  integrity  of  rural, 
family  farm  economies,  and  can  have  serious  impacts  on  human  health; 

Whereas  GE  crops  have  been  found  to  contaminate  other  crops  through  cross-pollination  and  are  stringently  regulated  in  more  than 
30  countries,  and; 

Whereas  citizens  throughout  the  United  States  are  taking  steps  to  address  the  problem  of  GE  foods  at  the  state  and  local  levels,  in 
response  to  the  failure  of  Congress  and  federal  regulatory  agencies  to  adequately  address  this  issue,  the  residents  of  Leverett: 

Call  upon  our  Legislators  and  Congressional  Representatives  to  support  the  mandatory  labeling  of  all  genetically  engineered  food  and 
seeds,  as  well  as  a moratorium  on  the  further  growing  of  GE  crops  until  there  is  credible  and  independent  scientific  evidence  that  these 
products  are  no  longer  harmful  to  our  health,  the  environment,  and  the  survival  of  family  farms. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  support  the  following  resolution  to  protect  our  farms,  food,  and  the  environment: 

Whereas  genetically  engineered  (GE)  foods  have  been  shown  to  cause  long-term  damage  to  the  environment,  the  integrity  of  rural, 
family  farm  economies,  and  can  have  serious  impacts  on  human  health; 

Whereas  GE  crops  have  been  found  to  contaminate  other  crops  through  cross-pollination  and  are  stringently  regulated  in  more  than 
30  countries,  and; 

Whereas  citizens  throughout  the  United  States  are  taking  steps  to  address  the  problem  of  GE  foods  at  the  state  and  local  levels,  in 
response  to  the  failure  of  Congress  and  federal  regulatory  agencies  to  adequately  address  this  issue,  the  residents  of  Leverett: 

Call  upon  our  Legislators  and  Congressional  Representatives  to  support  the  mandatory  labeling  of  all  genetically  engineered  food  and 
seeds,  as  well  as  a moratorium  on  the  further  growing  of  GE  crops  until  there  is  credible  and  independent  scientific  evidence  that  these 
products  are  no  longer  harmful  to  our  health,  the  environment,  and  the  survival  of  family  farms. 

Carries. 

Motion:  To  adjourn  the  2002  Annual  Town  Meting  (4:45  p.m.). 

Seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Minutes  taken  and  recorded  by  Lisa  Stratford. 
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Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
March  18,  2002 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  Monday  March  18,  2002  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30  p.m.),  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  l:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  General  Laws  Chapter  44  §§  3-7, 

known  as  the  Community  Preservation  Act,  which  establishes  a special  “Community 
Preservation  Fund”  that  may  be  appropriated  and  spent  for  certain  open  space,  historic 
resources  and  affordable  housing  purposes,  to  approve  a property  tax  surcharge  in  an 
amount  of  three  per  cent  (3%)  of  the  taxes  assessed  annually  on  real  property  which 
shall  be  dedicated  to  the  fund,  such  surcharge  to  be  imposed  on  taxes  assessed  for  fiscal 
years  beginning  on  or  after  July  1,  2002  and  to  exempt  from  the  surcharge  any  or  all  of 
the  following:  (1)  property  owned  and  occupied  as  a domicile  by  a person  who  would 
qualify  for  low  income  housing  or  moderate  income  senior  housing  in  the  community;  (2) 
$100,000  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  Class  One,  Residential,  parcels,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  by  inserting 

a section,  which  establishes  a Community  Preservation  Committee,  pursuant  to  G.L 
Chapter  44B  §§3-7.  The  role  of  this  committee  is  to  evaluate  the  community  preservation 
needs  of  the  town  and  make  recommendations  to  the  town  meeting  as  part  of  its  annual 
budget  process. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  A day  of  (vJuxac  2002 

A true  copy  I attest:  SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


Feuna  Lee  Bonsi 
James  Perkins 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


c 


c 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  18,  2002 


A quorum  being  deemed  present,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:38pm  by  Assistant 
Moderator  Nancy  Gibavic.  Ms.  Gibavic  asked  that  the  record  note  that  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  were  being  recorded  by  Assistant  Town  Clerk,  D'Ann  Kelty. 

There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant.  Motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Sec.  3-7,  known  as 
the  Community  Preservation  Act,  which  establishes  a special  "Community  Preservation  Fund" 
that  may  be  appropriated  and  spent  for  certain  open  space,  historic  resources  and  affordable 
housing  purposes,  to  approve  a property  tax  surcharge  in  an  amount  of  three  per  cent  (3%)  of  the 
taxes  assessed  annually  on  real  property  which  shall  be  dedicated  to  the  fund,  such  surcharge  to 
be  imposed  on  taxes  assessed  for  fiscal  years  beginning  on  or  after  July  1,  2002  and  to  exempt 
from  the  surcharge  any  or  all  of  the  following:  (1)  property  owned  and  occupied  as  a domicile  by  a 
person  who  would  qualify  for  low  income  housing  or  moderate  income  senior  housing  in  the 
community;  (2)  $100,000  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  Class  One,  Residential,  parcels,  or  take  a y 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

James  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Sec.  3-7,  known  as 
the  Community  Preservation  Act,  which  establishes  a special  "Community  Preservation  Fund" 
that  may  be  appropriated  and  spent  for  certain  open  space,  historic  resources  and  affordable 
housing  purposes,  to  approve  a property  tax  surcharge  in  an  amount  of  three  per  cent  (3%)  of  the 
taxes  assessed  annually  on  real  property  for  fiscal  years  beginning  on  July  1,  2002  and  to  exempt 
from  the  surcharge  (1)  $100,000  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  Class  One,  residential  parcels,  (2) 
property  owned  and  occupied  as  a domicile  by  a person  who  would  qualify  for  low  income 
housing  or  low  or  moderate  income  senior  housing  in  the  community. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Steve  Freedman  made  a presentation  to  the  meeting. 

John  Foster  made  a motion  to  amend  the  motion  to  read  "...for  fiscal  years  beginning  on  July  1, 
2003. . . " Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  to  amend  was  defeated  on  voice  vote. 

After  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  call  the  question.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Main  motion  passed.  Yes  votes:  58;  No  votes:  16. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  "Code  of  Leverett"  buy  inserting  a section, 
which  establishes  a Community  Preservation  Committee,  pursuant  to  GL  Chapter  44B,  Section  3- 
7.  The  role  of  this  committee  is  to  evaluate  the  community  preservation  needs  of  the  town  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  town  meeting  as  part  of  its  annual  budget  process. 

Gordon  Fretwell:  I move  to  pass  over  Article  Two.  Motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

Motion  to  adjourn  the  meeting  was  made,  seconded  and  carried.  Meeting  adjourned  at  8:47  pm. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


b Ann  t>auer  t\eny,  Assisiani  Town  Clerk 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
October  29,  2001 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  at  said 
Leverett,  October  29,  2001  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30p.m.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  $138,  485,  or  some  other  amount,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  additional  costs  associated  with  the  town’s  Elementary  School  Project,  so-called,  and  to  determine 
whether  this  sum  should  be  raised  by  taxation,  transfer  from  available  funds  of  the  town,  by  borrowing,  or 
otherwise;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  of  the  town  taken  under  Article  17  of  the 
warrant  at  the  2001  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  vote  approved  the  borrowing  of  funds  ($100,000)  to 
meet  costs  of  compliance  with  a Board  of  Health  directive  prohibiting  the  installation  of  permanent 
carpeting  in  the  Elementaiy  School,  so  as  to  permit  funds  approved  to  be  borrowed  thereunder  which  are 
not  needed  for  compliance  with  aforesaid  directive  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  be  expended  to  meet  costs 
incidental  and  related  to  the  town’s  Elementary  School  Project,  so-called,  or  to  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  Free  Cash  $5400  to  pay 
for  additional  audit  services  for  the  school  building  project. 

ARTICLE  4:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3 10. 16  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 
Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL 
Chapter  140  Section  172. 

ARTICLE  5:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $1762.09  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 
Highway  Equipment  Account. 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3460,  which  is  the  amount  received  for  the  sale  of 
the  1985  dump  truck,  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  an 
additional  $699  to  account  #220-100  for  Fire  Fighters  training  pay  for  the  Fy  2002  operating  budget. 

ARTICLE  8:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $1700 
to  pay  for  the  installation  of  a pump  for  the  vapor  recovery  system  on  the  gasoline  pumps  at  the  town 
garage. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 
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Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  October,  2001 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 
Date:  /_)  ///  / 6/ 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


Minutes 

Special  Town  Meeting 
October  29,  2001 

Special  town  meeting  was  scheduled  to  begin  at  7:30  in  the  gymnasium  of  the  elementary 
school.  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  determined  a quorum  finally  present  at  8:20  p.m. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $138,485,  or  some  other  sum,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  additional  costs  associated  with  the  town’s  elementary  school 
project,  so-called,  and  to  determine  whether  this  sum  should  be  raised  by  taxation, 
transfer  from  available  funds  of  the  town,  by  borrowing,  or  otherwise;  or  take  any  other 
action. 

Fay  Zipkowitz:  I move  that  the  town  hereby  appropriate  the  sum  of  $138,485,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  additional  costs  associated  with  the  town’s  Elementary  School  Project, 
so-called,  and  that  to  meet  this  appropriation,  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Select  Board,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  said  sum  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter 
44,  Sections  7(3)  and  7(3  A)  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  any  other  enabling  authority,  and 
to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefore. 

A lengthy  and  occasionally  heated  discussion  took  place  about  who  make  the  decisions  to 
spend  this  amount  and  how  it  would  be  spent.  The  Select  Board  supported  this  article 
with  the  stipulation  that  the  school  building  committee  be  responsible  for  the  remaining 
expenses  associated  with  the  well.  The  Finance  Committee  did  not  have  a 
recommendation  on  this  article  due  to  lack  of  information. 

Vote:  54  in  favor,  11  opposed. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  vote  of  the  town  taken  under 
Article  17  of  the  warrant  at  the  2001  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  vote  approved  the 
borrowing  of  funds  ($100,000)  to  meet  the  costs  of  compliance  with  a Board  of  Health 
directive  prohibiting  the  installation  of  permanent  carpeting  in  the  elementary  school,  so 
as  to  permit  funds  approved  to  be  borrowed  thereunder  which  are  not  needed  for 
compliance  with  aforesaid  directive  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  be  expended  to  meet  costs 
incidental  and  related  to  the  town’s  elementary  school  project,  so-called,  or  to  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Fay  Zipkowitz:  I move  that  vote  of  the  town  taken  under  Article  Seventeen  of  the 
Warrant  at  the  2001  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  vote  approved  the  borrowing  of  funds 
($100,000)  to  meet  costs  of  compliance  with  a Board  of  Health  directive  prohibiting  the 
installation  of  permanent  carpeting  in  the  Elementary  School,  is  hereby  amended  to 
permit  funds  approved  to  be  borrowed  thereunder  which  are  not  needed  for  compliance 
with  the  aforesaid  directive  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to  be  expended  to  meet  costs 
incidental  and  related  to  the  Town’s  Elementary  School  Project,  so-called. 

Vote:  69  in  favor,  2 opposed. 

Article  Three:  TO  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  free 
cash  $5400  to  pay  for  additional  audit  services  for  the  school  building  project. 
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Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  expend  $5400  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for 
additional  audit  services  for  the  School  Building  Project. 

Passes  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $310.16  which  represents 
Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library 
Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  chapter  140  Section  172. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $310.16,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share 
of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in 
accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  140  Section  172. 

Passes  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $1762.09  from  the  Road  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $1762.09,  which  is  the  amount  received 
from  MEMA  for  the  use  of  town  equipment  for  emergency  snow  removal,  from  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Carries. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3460,  which  is  the  amount  received 
for  the  sale  of  the  1985  dump  truck,  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Fenna  Lee:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $3460,  which  is  the  amount  received  for  the 
sale  of  the  1985  dump  truck,  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 

Carries. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  an  additional  $699  to  account  #220-100  for  Fire  Fighter  training  pay  for 
the  FY  2002  operating  budget. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $699  to  account  #220-100  for  Fire 
Fighters  training  pay  for  the  Fy  2002  operating  budget. 

Carries. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  $1700  to  pay  for  the  installation  of  a pump  for  the  vapor  recovery  system 
on  the  gasoline  pumps  at  the  town  garage. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $788.14  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  the  installation 
of  a pump  for  the  vapor  recovery  system  on  the  gasoline  pumps  at  the  town  garage. 

Carries. 

Town  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:14  p.m.  Minutes  taken  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


m 


Motions 

October  29,  2001  Special  Town  Meeting 
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1.  I move  that  the  town  hereby  appropriate  the  sum  of  $138,485,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  additional  costs  associated  with  the  town’s  Elementary  School  Project,  so- 
called,  and  that  to  meet  this  appropriation,  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  said  sum  under  and  pursuant 
to  Chapter  44,  Sections  7(3)  and  7(3A)  of  the  General  Laws,  or  to  any  other 
enabling  authority,  and  to  issue  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town  therefore.  ’ \ — ' 
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2. 1 move  that  vote  of  the  town  taken  under  Article  Seventeen  of  the  Warrant  at  the 
2001  Annual  Town  Meeting,  which  vote  approved  the  borrowing  of  funds 
($  1 00,000)  to  meet  costs  of  compliance  with  a Board  of  Health  directive 
prohibiting  the  installation  of  permanent  carpeting  in  the  Elementary  School,  is 
hereby  amended  to  permit  funds  approved  to  be  borrowed  thereunder  which  are 
not  needed  for  compliance  with  the  aforesaid  directive  of  the  Board  of  Health,  to 
be  expended  to  meet  costs  incidental  and  related  to  the  Town’s  Elementary 
School  Project,  so-called. 

I move  the  town  expend  $5400  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  additional  audit  services 
for  the  School  Building  Project. 
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I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $310.16,  which  represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the 
Franklin  County  dog  monies,  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in 
accordance  with  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  140  Section  172. 
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I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $ 1 762.09,  which  is  the  amount  received  from 
y MEMA  for  the  use  of  town  equipment  for  emergency  snow  removal,  from  the  Co^vua/'1 


Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 


. I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $3460,  which  is  the  amount  received  for  the  sale  (2oJ\AJ~Z-£ j> 
of  the  1985  dump  truck,  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Account. 


7.  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer 
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to  account  #220-100  for 

Fire  Fighters  training  pay  for  the  Fy  2002  operating  budget. 

8.  I move  the  town  vote  to 
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$788.14  to  pay  for  the  installation  of  a pump  for 
the  vapor  recovery  system  on  the  gasoline  pumps  at  the  town  garage. 
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Town  of  Leverett 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
April  28,  2001 
Minutes 

Town  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:05  a.m.  by  Moderator,  Gary  Gruber,  a quorum 
being  deemed  present.  After  a moment  of  silence  a motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  warrant.  Motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

The  Annual  Report  was  dedicated  to  Annette  and  George  Gibavic.  They  wee  given  a 
round  of  applause  for  their  devotion  to  the  town. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law 
or  Town  by-law.  The  following  officers  were  elected  form  the  town  meeting  floor: 
Assessor:  Don  Robinson,  3-year  term 
Auditor:  Steve  Nagy,  one-year  term 

Board  of  Health:  Paul  Bourke,  John  Prebis,  3-year  terms,  and  Kitze  McCormick 
one-year  term  for  resigned  member 

Library  Trustees:  Elaine  Barker,  Lindsay  Palermo,  3-year  terms 
Constable:  Carlyle  Field,  3-year  term 

Finance  Committee:  Joe  Stokes,  Don  Gibavic,  3-year  terms,  Adam  Bauer,  one 
year  to  fill  a vacancy 

Assistant  Moderator:  Nancy  Gibavic,  one-year  term 
Planning  Board:  Jeff  McQueen,  Sid  Poritz,  5-year  terms 
School  Committee:  Laurie  Millman,  Laurie  Brown,  3-year  terms 
Select  Board:  Fenna  Bonsignore,  3 -year  term 
Town  Clerk:  Lisa  Stratford,  3-year  term 
Tree  Warden:  Will  Stratford,  one-year  term 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  meet  town  expenses. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  town  expenses. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  the  moderator  read  each  line  item  asking  for  holds  if  there 
were  questions.  The  only  hold  was  on  police  expenses. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3,574,994  (total  budget  minus 
Police  Expenses). 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  Discussion  was  held  about  police  expenses  then  the 
following  motion  was  made. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $23,700  for  police  expenses  for  a 
total  budget  of  $3,598,064. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $300,000  from  Free  Cash  to  the 
Stabilization  Account. 
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Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $300,000  from  Free  Cash  to  the  Stabilization 
Account. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $280,000  for  design 
development,  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a town  library  building 
and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise. 
Jim:  I move  that  the  sum  of  $280,000  be  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  design 
development,  constructing  and  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  a town  library 
building  and  for  costs  incidental  thereto  and  that  to  raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer 
with,  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  $280,000  under 
and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7 of  the  MGL,  provided  that  the  town  shall  have 
received  a general  construction  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library 
Commissioners  and  that  the  town  shall  have  voted  to  exempt  from  the  limitations  on  total 
taxes  imposed  by  Chapter  59  Section  2 1C  of  the  MGL  (Proposition  2 Vi,  so-called),  the 
amounts  required  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes  issued 
hereunder. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  with  a vote  of  212  in  favor,  5 opposed. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  MGL  Chapter  40 
Section  6 C that  allows  the  town  to  appropriate  money  for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice 
from  such  private  ways  open  to  public  use  as  are  designated  by  the  Select  Board.  (Citizen 
petition) 

Phyllis  Glazier:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  MGL  Chapter  40 
Section  6 C that  allows  the  town  to  appropriate  money  for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice 
from  such  private  ways  open  to  public  use  as  are  designated  by  the  Select  Board. 

A paper  ballot  was  used  as  was  indicated  by  MGL  Chapter  40,  Section  6 C.  The  motion 
was  seconded  but  failed  139  opposed,  39  in  favor. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  expend  from  Free  Cash, 
Stabilization  or  borrow  $125,000  to  purchase  and  equip  one  or  more  trucks  for  the 
Highway  Department. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $47,000  and  expend  $78,000  from 
the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and  equip  one  or  more  trucks  for  the  Highway 
Department. 

Motion  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift, 
taking  by  eminent  domain  or  other  method  the  land  westerly  and  southerly  of  the 
intersection  of  Depot  Road  with  Long  Hill  Road  (south  of  assessor’s  map  7 lot  113  and 
north  of  assessor’s  map  7 lot  114  being  the  old  layout  of  Depot  Road  that  was 
discontinued  in  1968.) 

Jim:  I move  to  correct  an  error  inadvertently  made  when  the  Franklin  County 
Commission  discontinued  a portion  of  Depot  Rd.  for  the  purpose  of  relocation  in  1968  by 
taking  that  portion  of  said  road  as  both  the  town  and  the  abutters  understood  had 
remained  a public  way  by  taking  said  portion  of  the  discontinued  way  from  the  public 
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way  to  the  southwesterly  line  of  land  now  or  formerly  of  Peter  C.  and  Judith  K.  Steve  an 
approximate  description  being  as  follows  (pending  a final  survey:) 

The  land  in  Leverett,  Franklin  County,  Massachusetts,  more  particularly  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a point  shown  as  “Approximate  Location  of  Point  #127”  in  the  Southerly 
line  of  “Old  Depot  Rd”  on  a plan  entitled  “Old  Depot  Rd.  Street  Acceptance  Plan  of  Land 
in  Leverett,  Massachusetts  prepared  for  the  Town  of  Leverett”  dated  March  22,  2001  by 
Harold  Eaton  and  Associates,  Inc.  recorded  with  Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds  at 
Plan  Book  Page  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  John  and  Kathleen  McDonough  as  shown  on 
said  plan; 

Thence  N.  03  deg.  14’  22”  W.  across  “Old  Depot  Rd”  and  on  the  line  of  Depot 
Rd.  as  presently  laid  out  which  is  also  the  westerly  line  which  bounds  the  Road 
where  the  Franklin  Commission  discontinued  the  public  right  of  way  for  a portion 
of  Depot  Rd.  during  relocation; 

Thence  S.  86  deg.  45’38”  W.  a distance  of  37.28  feet  more  or  less  by  the  northerly 
lime  of  Old  Depot  Rd.  and  land  mow  or  formerly  of  Martin  J.  Moore  and  Stephen 
R.  Kelley  as  shown  on  said  plain  to  a stone  bound  at  land  now  or  formerly  of 
Peter  and  Judith  K.  Steve; 

Thence  S 56  deg.  13’  06”  W.  by  said  Steve  land  a distance  of  80.30  feet,  more  of 
less,  and  by  the  westerly  line  of  Old  Depot  Rd.  to  an  iron  pin  found  at  the  Steve 
land; 

Thence  S.  29  deg.  46’  57”  W.  a distance  of  1 19.70  feet,  more  of  less,  by  the 
westerly  line  of  Old  Depot  Rd.  and  land  of  said  Steve  to  a point; 

Thence  S.  60  deg.  13’  06”  E.  across  Old  Depot  Rd.  a distance  of  37.45  feet,  more 
or  less,  to  a point  in  a stone  wall  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  John  and  Kathleen 
McDonough; 

Thence  N.  29  deg.  46’  57”  E.  a distance  of  1 10.59  feet,  more  or  less,  by  said  stone 
wall  and  the  easterly  line  of  Old  Depot  Rd  to  a point; 

Thence  N.  56  deg.  13’  06”  E.  a distance  of  69.58  feet,  more  or  less,  by  the 
southerly  lines  of  Old  Depot  Rd.  and  the  stone  wall  to  a point; 

Thence  N.  89  deg.  14’  37”  E.  a distance  of  74.08  feet,  more  or  less,  by  the 
southerly  lime  of  Old  Depot  Rd.  and  a stonewall  to  the  point  at  the  beginning. 

BEING  a portion  of  the  land  discontinued  by  the  Franklin  County  Commission  by 
instrument  dated  September  3,  1968  as  recorded  in  Volume  5,  Page  94  of  the  official 
records  of  the  Franklin  County  Commission. 

No  consideration  or  damages  are  due  for  his  taking  which  corrects  an  error. 


Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  Free 
Cash  $1425  for  an  engineering  study  of  the  Depot  Road/Long  Hill  Road  intersection  and 
possibly  other  hazardous  traffic  locations  to  determine  what  measures  can  be  taken  to 
improve  the  safety  in  these  areas. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $1425  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  an  engineering 
study  of  the  Depot  Road/Long  Hill  Road  intersection  and  possibly  other  hazardous  traffic 
locations  to  determine  what  measures  can  be  taken  to  improve  safety  in  these  areas. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or 
maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation 
Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance  related 
work. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
M assachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and 
authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  supports  the  legislation  that  would  create  a Local  Roads 
Trust  Fund,  financed  through  a percentage  of  the  existing  Massachusetts  gas  tax  or 
another  source  of  funding  such  as  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicle  fees,  that  would  supply  the 
municipalities  of  Massachusetts  with  a secure  and  dedicated  source  of  funds,  equaling  at 
least  $150,000  for  local  road  maintenance  and  repair,  and  urge  its  Representative  and 
Senator  to  support  such  legislation. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  support  legislation  that  would  create  a Local  Roads  Trust 
Fund,  financed  through  a percentage  of  the  existing  Massachusetts  gas  tax  or  another 
source  of  funding  such  as  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicle  fees,  that  would  supply  the 
municipalities  of  Massachusetts  with  a secure  and  dedicated  source  of  funds,  equaling  at 
least  $150,000  for  local  road  maintenance  and  repair,  and  urge  its  Representative  and 
Senator  to  support  such  legislation. 

Motion  seconded  and  passed. 

Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  a 
memorandum  of  understanding  with  the  towns  of  Erving,  Sunderland,  Deerfield,  Whately 
and  Pelham.  The  purpose  of  said  agreement  is  to  share  mowing  equipment  leased  by 
Western  Massachusetts  Electric  Company  for  use  by  each  town  for  mowing  the  sides  of 
its  roads. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  a memorandum 
of  understanding  with  the  towns  of  Erving,  Gill,  Sunderland,  Deerfield,  Whately  and 
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Pelham.  The  purpose  of  said  agreement  is  to  share  mowing  equipment  leased  by  Western 
Massachusetts  Electric  Company  for  use  by  each  town  for  mowing  the  sides  of  its  roads. 

Seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from 
Free  Cash  $5525  to  purchase  bullet-proof  vests  for  the  Police  Department. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $5525  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  bulletproof 
vests  for  the  Police  Department. 

Motion  seconded  and  passed. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  study  the  provisions  of  the  Community  Preservation  Act  and  investigate  the 
need  for  elderly  housing  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  board  relative  to  these 
issues. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  appoint  a committee  to  study 
the  provisions  of  the  Community  Preservation  Act  and  investigate  the  need  for  elderly 
housing  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  board  relative  to  these  issues. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from 
Free  Cash  $1000  to  produce  an  updated  Conservation  and  Outdoor  Recreation  Master 
Plan  and  $600  for  aerial  photographs. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $1000  to  produce  an  updated 
Conservation  and  Outdoor  Recreation  Master  Plan  and  $600  for  aerial  photographs. 

Motion  seconded  and  passed. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from 
Free  Cash  $5000  for  the  Conservation  Land  Fund. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $5000  for  the  Conservation  Land 
Fund. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Article  passed. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
free  cash  $2000  for  property  appraisal  and  surveying. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $2000  for  property  appraisal  and 
surveying. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 
available  funds,  or  borrow  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $100,000  in  order  to  comply  with  a 
Board  of  Health  directive  that  no  permanent  carpeting  be  installed  in  the  school. 

Charlie  Paulin  offered  the  following  amendment:  I move  that  a sum  not  to  exceed 
$100,000  be  hereby  appropriated  for  asbestos  abatement  and  install  other  flooring  and 
that  to  raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Select  Board,  be 
authorized  to  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $100,000  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44 
Section  7 of  the  MGL. 
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The  amended  article  was  seconded  and  approved  by  a vote  of  66  in  favor,  4 opposed. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend,  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  sections 
187.3,  187.4  and  187.5  under  Personnel  Polices  and  Chapter  A234,  Miscellaneous 
Documents,  as  follows: 

187.3  Resolution  to  secure  equal  opportunity  in  employment,  add  “sexual  orientation” 
after  the  term  national  ancestry  in  line  4 

187.4  Responsibility  of  employees,  add  “and  elected  or  appointed  officers”  after  the 
word  employees  in  line  3 

187.5  Policy  requirements,  add  “sexual  orientation”  after  the  word  age  in  line  3. 

In  Chapter  A234,  Miscellaneous  Documents,  add  G.  Town  of  Leverett  Non-School 
Employee  Handbook 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend,  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  sections  187.3,  187.4  and 

187.5  under  Personnel  Polices  and  Chapter  A234,  Miscellaneous  Documents,  as  follows: 

187.6  Resolution  to  secure  equal  opportunity  in  employment,  add  “sexual  orientation” 
after  the  term  national  ancestry  in  line  4 

187.7  Responsibility  of  employees,  add  “and  elected  or  appointed  officers”  after  the 
word  employees  in  line  3 

1 87.8  Policy  requirements,  add  “sexual  orientation”  after  the  word  age  in  line  3. 

In  Chapter  A234,  Miscellaneous  Documents,  add  G.  Town  of  Leverett  Non-School 
Employee  Handbook 

Motion  is  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  the  excess  bond  proceeds  remaining 
($983.50)  in  Article  15  passed  at  the  March  28,  1998  annual  town  meeting  to  pay  for  the 
designer/architect  fees  for  the  Public  Safety  Complex  to  be  used  to  pay  for  debt  on  the 
Public  Safety  Complex. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  the  excess  bond  proceeds  remaining  ($983.50)  in  Article  15 
passed  at  the  March  28,  1998  annual  town  meeting  to  pay  for  the  designer/architect  fees 
for  the  Public  Safety  Complex  to  be  used  to  pay  for  debt  on  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  funds  for  certain  town 
departments  under  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  for  the  fiscal 
year  beginning  July  1,  2001. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  reauthorize  funds  for  certain  town  departments  under 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  44  Section  53E  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
1,  2001  with  the  specific  receipts  credited  to  each  fund,  the  purpose  for  which  each  fund 
may  be  spent  and  the  maximum  amount  that  may  be  spent  from  each  fund  for  the  fiscal 
year  2002,  as  follows: 
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Revolving 

Fund 

Who'is 
Authorized 
To  Spend 

Revenue  Source 

Use 

Fy  2002 
Spending 
Limit 

Library 

Library  Director 

Fines 

Purchase  books,  audios  & 
videos 

$2,500 

Historical 

Commission 

Historical 

Commission 

Sale  of  plants, 
donations 

Maintain  town  gardens  & 
landscape  town  property 

$700 

Town  Hall 

Select  Board 

Fund  raising 
suppers,  donations 

Town  Hall  maintenance, 
purchase  equipment, 
furnishings 

$500 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty-One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer 
from  Free  Cash  $5400  to  pay  for  additional  audit  services  for  the  school  building  project. 
Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $5400  to  pay  for  additional  audit 
services  for  the  school  building  project. 

Motion  seconded  and  passed 

Article  Twenty-Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend 
from  Free  Cash  $2500  to  be  used  to  purchase  computer  hardware,  software,  peripheral 
equipment  and  other  office  equipment  for  town  departments. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $2500  to  be  used  to  purchase 
computer  hardware,  software,  peripheral  equipment  and  other  office  equipment  for  town 
departments. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Twenty-Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of  GL  Chapter  59 
Section  5(54)  which  allows  the  town  to  establish  a minimum  fair  cash  value  of  personal 
property  to  be  taxed  and  to  establish  a minimum  value  of  $5,000  for  personal  property 
accounts  to  be  taxed. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  GL  Chapter  59  Section  5(54) 
which  allows  the  town  to  establish  a minimum  fair  cash  value  of  personal  property  to  be 
taxed  and  to  establish  a minimum  value  of  $5,000  for  personal  property  accounts  to  be 
taxed. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Twenty-Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  59 
Section  5 (17E)  and  (4 ID)  which  would  allow  the  town  to  increase  the  income  and  asset 
limits  that  apply  to  surviving  spouses,  surviving  minors  or  elderly  persons  seeking  a 
personal  real  estate  tax  exemption  under  GL  Chapter  59  Section  5 (17),  (17C),  (17C1/2), 
17D,  (41),  (4 IB),  (4 1C) 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  59  Section  5 (17E)  and 
(4 ID)  which  would  allow  the  town  to  increase  the  income  and  asset  limits  that  apply  to 
surviving  spouses,  surviving  minors  or  elderly  persons  seeking  a personal  real  estate  tax 
exemption  under  GL  Chapter  59  Section  5 (17),  (17C),  (17Ci;  ),  17D,  (41),  (41B),  (41C) 

Motion  seconded  and  passed. 
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Article  Twenty-Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend 
from  Free  Cash  $2500  to  purchase  and  install  a charcoal  filter  system  and  consultants 
services  for  a private  residence  near  the  Land  Fill  as  required  by  DEP. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  $2500  to  purchase  and  install  a 
charcoal  filter  system  and  consultants  services  for  a private  residence  near  the  land  fill  as 
required  by  DEP. 

Seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  withdraw  from  the  Eastern  Franklin 
County  Health  District  pursuant  to  Article  I,  Section  3 of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Eastern 
Franklin  County  Health  District.  The  withdrawal  would  become  effective  June  30,  2002. 
Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  withdraw  from  the  Eastern  Franklin  County  Health 
District  pursuant  to  Article  I,  Section  3 of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Eastern  Franklin  County 
Health  District.  The  withdrawal  would  become  effective  June  30,  2002. 

Dave  Evans  and  Fenna  Bonsignore  worked  out  the  following  amendment  to  this  article: 

Dave  Evans:  I move  the  town  vote  to  withdraw  from  the  Eastern  Franklin  County  Health 
District  pursuant  to  Article  I,  Section  3 of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Eastern  Franklin  County 
Health  District.  The  withdrawal  would  become  effective  June  30,  2002.  And  that  all 
future  inspections  be  conducted  by  registered  sanitarians  who  have  been  certified  by  the 
appropriate  state  agency  to  conduct  inspections  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mass. 

Sanitary  Code.  Furthermore,  that  no  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  be  employed  to 
perform  inspections  or  other  health-related  services  by  the  town. 

Amended  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 
WHEREAS,  the  Town  of  Leverett  fully  supports  the  objectives  of  ensuring  that  public  education  is  of  high 
quality  and,  therefore,  ensuring  that  state  and  local  funds  for  education  are  used  efficiently,  and 

WHEREAS,  a “high-stakes”  testing  program  will  encourage  higher  drop-out  rates,  discouraging  many 
middle  and  high  school  students  who  perform  at  marginal  levels,  and  unnecessarily  frustrate  some  young 
children  especially  those  with  special  needs,  because  of  the  unreasonably  high  benchmarks  for  passing  the 
Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  as  required  by  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Education,  and 

WHEREAS,  there  is  inadequate  verification  that  the  MCAS  test  results  distinguish  failing  performance 
from  performance  that  needs  improvement,  and 

WHEREAS,  no  single  test  is  an  adequate  measure  of  student  performance, 

NO  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  opposes  the  use  of  a passing  grade  on 
the  tenth  grade  Language  Arts  and  Mathematics  MCAS  test  as  a mandatory  requirement  of  graduation  from 
high  school,  and 

FURTHERMORE,  that  once  the  validity  of  the  test  has  been  resolved  and  other  tests  have  been  developed 
to  measure  the  achievement  of  special  needs  students,  the  Town  of  Leverett  will  support  the  use  of  MCAS 
tests,  but  as  one  of  several  criteria  for  determining  high  school  graduation,  and 

Therefore,  the  Town  of  Leverett  calls  upon  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  MCAS 
test  results  as  a mandatory  requirement  for  a high  school  diploma. 


Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

WHEREAS,  the  Town  of  Leverett  fully  supports  the  objectives  of  ensuring  that  public  education  is  of  high 
quality  and,  therefore,  ensuring  that  state  and  local  funds  for  education  are  used  efficiently,  and 

WHEREAS,  a “high-stakes”  testing  program  will  encourage  higher  drop-out  rates,  discouraging  many 
middle  and  high  school  students  who  perform  at  marginal  levels,  and  unnecessarily  frustrate  some  young 
children  especially  those  with  special  needs,  because  of  the  unreasonably  high  benchmarks  for  passing  the 
Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  as  required  by  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Education,  and 

WHEREAS,  there  is  madequate  verification  that  the  MCAS  test  results  distinguish  failing  performance 
from  performance  that  needs  improvement,  and 

WHEREAS,  no  single  test  is  an  adequate  measure  of  student  performance, 

NO  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Town  of  Leverett  opposes  the  use  of  a passing  grade  on 
the  tenth  grade  Language  Arts  and  Mathematics  MCAS  test  as  a mandatory  requirement  of  graduation  from 
high  school,  and 

FURTHERMORE,  that  once  the  validity  of  the  test  has  been  resolved  and  other  tests  have  been  developed 
to  measure  the  achievement  of  special  needs  students,  the  Town  of  Leverett  will  support  the  use  of  MCAS 
tests,  but  as  one  of  several  criteria  for  determining  high  school  graduation,  and 

Therefore,  the  Town  of  Leverett  calls  upon  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  the  MCAS  test  results  as  a mandatory  requirement  for  a high  school  diploma. 

Motion  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Twenty-Eight:  The  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts: 

CALLS  upon  the  governments  of  all  nuclear  weapons  states  to  take  all  nuclear  weapons  off  alert  status  and 
to  begin  negotiations  now  to  prohibit  and  eliminate  all  nuclear  weapons; 

CALLS  upon  the  United  States  government  to  not  begin  deployment  of  a ballistic  missile  system; 

CALLS  upon  the  Congress  and  the  President  to  begin  immediately  to  reprioritize  federal  spending  in 
support  of  the  health,  education  and  housing  of  our  citizens,  the  infrastructure  of  our  towns  and  cities, 
public  transportation,  and  the  quality  of  our  environment; 

And  directs  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to  our  United  States  Representative,  United 
States  Senator  and  the  President. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

The  Town  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts: 

CALLS  upon  the  governments  of  all  nuclear  weapons  states  to  take  all  nuclear  weapons  off  alert  status  and 
to  begin  negotiations  now  to  prohibit  and  eliminate  all  nuclear  weapons; 

CALLS  upon  the  United  States  government  to  not  begin  deployment  of  a ballistic  missile  system; 

CALLS  upon  the  Congress  and  the  President  to  begin  immediately  to  reprioritize  federal  spending  in 
support  of  the  health,  education  and  housing  of  our  citizens,  the  infrastructure  of  our  towns  and  cities, 
public  transportation,  and  the  quality  of  our  environment; 

And  directs  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to  our  United  States  Representative,  United 
States  Senator  and  the  President. 

Motion  seconded  and  passed. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting  at  4:35  p.m.  Motion  was  seconded 
and  carried  unanimously! 

Minutes  taken  and  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
November  13, 2000 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  Monday  November  13,  2000  at  7:00  in  the  evening  (7:0  0 p.m.),  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  to  pay  for  architectural 

services  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  and  to  construct,  equip  and  furnish  a Public  Safety 
Complex  and  for  other  incidental  expenses  related  to  this  project  and  to  determine  whether  such 
appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  and/or  the  use  of  available  funds. 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $250  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  pots  and  pans  for 

the  Leverett  Elementary  School  kitchen. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3,550  from  Free  Cash  to  Fire  Department 

expenses. 

ARTICLE  4:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  Tax  Collector’s 

software. 

ARTICLE  5:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  4 1 -4  of  the  Code  of  Leverett  to  read”  the 

last  Monday  in  April  at  7:00  P.M.”  instead  of  “the  last  Saturday  in  April  at  9:00  A.M.” 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $5,263.20  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 

Highway  Equipment  Fund. 

ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $456.28  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior  years 

for  the  Highway  Department. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 
Given  under  our  hands  this^z  day  of^C^^TT  2000 
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Minutes 

November  13,  2000 
Special  Town  Meeting 

Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  moderator  Gary  Gruber,  at  the  Leverett 
Elementary  School,  at  7:20  p.m.  a quorum  finally  being  reached. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  to  pay  for 
architectural  services  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  and  to  construct, 
equip  and  furnish  a Public  Safety  Complex  and  for  other  incidental  expenses  related  to 
this  project  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing 
and/or  the  use  of  available  funds. 

Tom:  I move  that  the  sum  of  $685,000  be  appropriated  to  pay  for  the  architectural 
services  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  and  to  construct,  equip  and 
furnish  a Public  Safety  Complex  and  for  incidental  expenses  related  to  this  project.  To 
raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  to  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  $585,000  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7 of  the  MGL 
and  that  $100,000  be  expended  form  Free  Cash.  No  funds  shall  be  borrowed  or  expended 
hereunder  unless  the  town  shall  have  voted  to  exempt  form  the  limitations  on  total  taxes 
imposed  by  Chapter  59  Section  21 C of  the  MGL  (Proposition  2 V2,  so-called)  the  amounts 
required  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes  issued  hereunder. 

Vote:  Yes:  57,  No:  9 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $250  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
pots  and  pans  for  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  kitchen. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $250  form  Free  Cash  to  purchase  pota  nd  pans  for 
the  Leverett  Elementary  School  kitchen. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3,550  from  Free  Cash  to  Fire 
Department  expenses. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $3,550  from  Free  Cash  to  Fire  Department 
expenses. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
Tax  Collector’s  software. 


Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  Tax 
Collector’s  software. 

Vote:  unanimous. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  Leverett 
to  read  “ the  last  Monday  in  April  at  7:00  p.m.”  instead  of’  the  last  Saturday  in  April  at 
9:00  a.m.” 

Jim:  I move  the  town  of  Leverett  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  Leverett  to 
read:  The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  regularly  on  the 
last  Monday  of  April  at  7:00  p.m.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other 
times  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Select  men  or  through  the  petition  of  at  least 
20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  town  or  of  200  registered  voters,  whichever  number  is 
the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General  Laws. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $5,263.20  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $5,263.20  from  the  Highway  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account. 

Vote:  unanimous. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $456.28  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  a 
bill  of  prior  years  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $456.28  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior  years 
for  the  Highway  Department. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  8:50  p.m.  All  were  in  favor. 

Minutes  taken  and  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 


Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
October  2, 2000 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  Monday  October  2, 2000  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30  p.m.),  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 

additional  sums  of  money  for  the  Fy  2001  operating  budget,  as  follows: 


Account  # 

Department 

Amount 

122 

Select  Board-Personnel  Dues 

$120 

141-100 

Assessors  - Salaries 

$700 

198 

Newsletter 

$300 

220-100 

Fire  Dept  - Training 

$900 

433-100 

Transfer  Station  -Salaries 

$824 

ARTICLE  2:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $780 

to  purchase  a 10  HP  1 phase  backup  motor  for  the  compactor. 

ARTICLE  3:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $5500  to 

purchase  computers,  printers  and  related  hardware,  software  and  services  for  the  accounting  officer  and 
clerk  to  the  Select  Board. 

ARTICLE  4:  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  of 

money  for  renovations  and  improvements  to  the  offices  and  kitchen  at  the  Town  Hall. 

ARTICLE  5:  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  of 

money  to  be  used  for  architect’s  fees  and  construction  of  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

ARTICLE  6:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rescind  Article  7 which  was  passed  at  the  September  29, 

1997  special  town  meeting.  This  article  authorized  the  town  to  borrow  $200,000  from  the  Water  Pollution 
Abatement  Trust  to  be  used  to  finance  repair,  replacement  and  upgrading  septic  systems  pursuant  to 
agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  residential  property  owners.  The  full  text  of  the  original  article  is 
on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  7:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.32  which  represents  Leverett’s 

share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  account  in  accordance  with 
MGL  Chapter  140  Section  172. 

ARTICLE  8:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $480  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 

Highway  Equipment  Fund. 

ARTICLE  9:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 

$4000  to  install  a vapor  recovery  system  on  the  gasoline  pumps. 

ARTICLE  10:  Be  it  resolved  that  the  town  directs  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  our  state  and  national 

legislative  representatives  that  the  citizens  of  Leverett  oppose  the  imposition  of  the  death  penalty. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 


( 


Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 
Given  under  our  hands  this/Y day  of  ScfT-  » 20W 


A true  copy  I attest: 


Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk  i 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 
Date:  ^70(5 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


c 


( 


MINUTES 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
OCTOBER  2, 2000 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8: 15  p.m.  after  a 20-minute  presentation  by 
Bannister  and  Greenberg  on  the  proposed  Safety  Complex.  Some  trouble  was  had  getting 
a quorum.  Moderator  for  the  evening  was  Gary  Gruber. 


Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  additional  sums  of  money  for  the  FY  2001  operating  budget  as  follows: 


Account  ft 

Department 

Amount 

122 

Select  Board-Personnel  Dues 

$120 

141-100 

Assessors  - Salaries 

$700 

198 

Newsletter 

$300 

220-100 

Fire  Dept  - Training 

$900 

433-100 

Transfer  Station  -Salaries 

$824 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $120  for  account  122,  the  Select 
Board,  for  dues  to  join  the  Massachusetts  Municipal  Personnel  Association;  $700  to 
account  141-100  Assessors  salaries;  $300  to  account  198,  the  Newsletter;  $900  to 
account  220-100,  Fire  Dept,  training  and  $824  to  account  433-100,  Transfer  Station 
salaries,  for  a total  of  $2,844.00. 

Motion  passes  with  one  opposition. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  form 
available  funds  $780  to  purchase  a 10  HP  1 phase  backup  motor  for  the  compactor. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $780  to  purchase  a 10  HP  1 phase 
backup  motor  for  the  compactor. 

Motion  passes. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  form 
available  funds  $5,500.00  to  purchase  computers,  printers,  and  related  hardware,  software 
and  services  for  the  accounting  officer  and  clerk  to  the  Select  Board. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $5,500.00  to  purchase  computers, 
printers,  and  related  hardware,  software  and  services  for  the  accounting  officer  and  clerk 
to  the  Select  Board. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a sum  of  money  for  renovations  and  improvements  to  the  kitchen  and 
offices  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Motion  by  Cliff  Blinn  to  pass  over. 


Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $7,300.00  for  renovations  and 
improvements  to  the  kitchen  and  offices  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  architects  fees  and  construction  of  the 
Public  Safety  Complex. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000  to  be  used  for  architect’s 
fees  and  construction  of  the  Public  Safety  Complex. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rescind  Article  7 which  was  passed  at  the 
September  29,  1997  Special  Town  Meeting.  This  article  authorized  the  town  to  borrow 
$200,000  from  the  Water  Pollution  Abatement  Trust  to  be  used  to  finance  repairs, 
replacement  and  upgrading  septic  systems  pursuant  to  agreements  with  the  Board  of 
Health  and  residential  property  owners.  The  full  text  of  the  original  article  is  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  rescind  Article  7 which  was  passed  at  the  September  29, 
1997  Special  Town  Meeting.  This  article  authorized  the  town  to  borrow  $200,000  from 
the  Water  Pollution  Abatement  Trust  to  be  used  to  finance  repairs,  replacement  and 
upgrading  septic  systems  pursuant  to  agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  residential 
property  owners. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.32  which 
represents  Leverett’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to 
the  Library  account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.32  which  represents  Leverett’s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  account  in 
accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $480  from  the  Road  Machinery 
Fund  to  the  Highway  Equipment  Fund. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $480  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 
Highway  Equipment  Fund. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  fi  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  $4000  to  install  a vapor  recovery  system  on  the  gasoline  pumps. 


c 
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Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $4000  to  install  a vapor  recovery 
system  on  the  gasoline  pumps. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Ten:  Be  it  resolved  that  the  town  directs  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  our  state  and 
national  legislative  representatives  that  the  citizens  of  Leverett  oppose  the  imposition  of 
the  death  penalty. 

Tom.  I move  the  town  vote  to  direct  the  Town  Clerk  to  notify  our  state  and  national 
legislative  representatives  that  the  citizens  of  Leverett  oppose  the  imposition  of  the  death 
penalty. 

At  this  point  there  was  a healthy  exchange  of  opinions  about  whether  or  not  this  sort  of 
article  should  appear  on  a town  warrant.  Fenna  requested  a paper  ballot  due  to  the 
sensitive  nature  of  the  topic.  The  results  were  as  follows: 

Yes:  44 
No:  14 
Blank:  1 

There  was  a motion  to  adjourn  Special  Town  Meeting.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
Town  meeting  was  adjourned  at  10:00  p.m. 

Minutes  taken  and  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERFTT 

Fy2001  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant 
Saturday  April  29,  2000 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Franklin  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  auditorium  at  said  Leverett,  on  Saturday 
the  29th  of  April  next,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00A.M.),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: 


Article  One: 


Article  Two: 


Article  Three: 


Article  Four: 


Article  Five: 


Article  Six: 


Article  Seven: 
Article  Eight: 


Article  Nine: 


Article  Ten: 


To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town 
bylaw. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and 
authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  the 
following:  $1,200  for  a base  station  radio;  $1,350  for  portable  two-way  radios;  $1,1 10  for 
electrical  wiring  at  the  police  station  for  an  Emergency  Operations  Center;  $1,000  for 
electrical  wiring  at  the  fire  station  for  an  emergency  generator. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$3,100  to  remove  the  underground  storage  tank  at  the  fire  station  and  install  two  new  330 
gallon  above  ground  tanks  . 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$15,000  to  purchase  a “Jaws  of  Life”  device  for  the  Fire  Department,  contingent  upon  the 
Town  of  Shutesbury  also  voting  to  provide  $15,000.  The  device  would  be  shared  between 
the  two  towns  in  accordance  to  the  terms  of  an  agreement  that  is  mutually  acceptable  to 
both  towns. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000  for  the  Stabilization  Fund. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  60,  Sections  3C  and  3D 
which  allow  the  town  to  design  and  designate  a place  on  its  property  or  auto  excise  tax 
bill  or  design  a special  enclosure  to  be  included  in  the  tax  bill.  Such  enclosure  will  be  a 
form  whereby  the  taxpayer  may  designate  a donation  of  not  less  than  $ 1 .00  to  a 
scholarship  fund,  to  an  educational  fund  to  supplement  the  local  educational  budget,  or  to 
a fund  to  assist  low-income  elderly  persons  pay  their  property  tax  bill. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  section  150.1.1.  The  change 
would  require  all  citizens  of  Leverett  to  recycle  rather  than  just  users  of  the  solid  waste 
disposal  facility. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  section  180.1.A(2).  The 
changes  would  increase  the  hourly  rate  paid  by  persons  found  to  be  burning  without  a 
permit  from  the  current  $5.00  per  hour  per  fire  fighter  to  the  current  hourly  rate  paid  to 
fire  fighters. 


\ 


\ 

C 1 


( 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  59  Section  5k  which  enables  the  Select 

Board  to  establish  a program  to  allow  persons  over  the  age  of  60  to  volunteer  to 
provide  services  to  the  town  in  exchange  for  a reduction  in  the  real  property  tax  of  up 
to  $500. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Night  Custodian 

Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  T he  Library  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Roads  of  Leverett 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Historical  Commission 

Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Town  Hall  Revolving 

Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30,  1996. 


Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  establishment  on  the  books  of  the  District  a 
stabilization  fund  for  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  that  was  proposed 
by  vote  of  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  Committee  on  March  28, 
2000. 


Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$2,790  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1999  and  ending  June  30,  2000  for 
veteran’s  benefits  expenses. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the 
Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  1 1 day  of  April,  2000. 


<* 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
SATURDAY  APRIL  29, 2000 
LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  9:00  A.M. 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:30  a.m.  a quorum  finally  being  deemed  present.  There 
was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was  seconded  and  passed 

Gary  Gruber,  Moderator  called  for  a moment  of  silence  for  those  who  had  departed  and  those  who  were 
bom  into  our  community  in  the  last  year.  He  then  recognized  the  recipient  of  the  Dedication  of  the  Annual 
Report,  Georgie  Healy. 

Article  One:  To  chooseall  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  of  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  by- 
law. The  following  officers  were  elected  from  the  Town  Meeting  floor  by  unanimous  votes: 

Assessor:  3-year  term,  Jim  Hicks 
Auditor:  1 -year  term,  Steve  Nagy 

Board  of  Health:  two  3-year  terms,  Steve  Blinn  and  John  Hillman 

Finance  Committee:  two  3-year  terms,  Cynthia  Thomas- kimmel  and  Gordon  Fretwell 

Library  Trustees:  two  3-year  terms,  Lisa  Sulivan-Wemer  and  Karin  Gravina 

Assistant  Moderator:  1-year  term,  Nancy  Gibavic 

Planning  Board:  5-year  term,  Steve  Freedman 

School  Committee:  two  3-year  terms,  Michael  Katz  and  Charlie  Paulin 

Select  Board  3-year  term,  James  Perkins 

Tree  Warden:  1-year  term.  Will  Stratford 

Ethan  Howard,  one  of  our  Constables  for  the  last  several  years,  decided  not  to  run  for  re-election  if 
someone  else  volunteered  for  that  position.  Tom  Stratford  offered  his  services  to  the  Town  and  was 
nominated.  Ethan  Howard  was  also  nominated  resulting  in  the  following  “contested”  election: 

Constable:  3-year  term,  Ethan  Howard  14  votes,  Tom  Stratford  39  votes. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  all  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  meet  town  expenses. 

Fenna  Bonsignore.  I move  the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $ 3,439,288. 

Each  line  item  was  read  by  Moderator  and  held  by  voters  if  deemed  necessary.  The  budget  was  approved 
one  category  at  a time  with  a final  figure  approved  of  $ 3,419,429.  The  change  reflects  a reduction  in  the 
Regional  School  budget  from  $899,233  to  $ 874,374  and  an  increase  in  the  Stabilization  Fund  from  $ 
52,000  to  $ 57,000. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  form  the  Transportation  Board  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  form  the  Transportation  Board  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept 
any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  the 
following:  $1,200  for  a base  station  radio,  $1,350  for  portable  two-way  radios;  $1,1 10  for  electrical  wiring 
at  the  police  station  for  an  Emergency  Operations  Center;  $1,000  for  electrical  wiring  at  the  fire  station  for 
an  emergency  generator. 


Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  form  free  cash  the  following.  $1,200  for  a base  station  radio; 
$1,350  for  portable  two-way  radios;  $1,1 10  for  electrical  wiring  at  the  police  station  for  an  Emergency 
Operations  Center;  $1,000  for  electrical  wiring  at  the  fire  station  for  an  emergency  generator 

Motion  carries  unanimously 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $3, 100 
to  remove  the  underground  storage  tank  at  the  fire  station  and  install  two  new  330  gallon  above  ground 
tanks. 

Fenna  Bonsignore  :I  move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  form  free  cash  funds  $3, 100  to  remove  the 
underground  storage  tank  at  the  fire  station  and  install  two  new  330  gallon  above  ground  tanks. 

Motion  carries  unanimously 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $15,000  to 
purchase  a “Jaws  of  Life”  device  for  the  Fire  Department,  contingent  upon  the  Town  of  Shutesbury  also 
voting  to  provide  $15,000.  The  device  would  be  shared  between  the  tow  towns  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  an  agreement  that  is  mutually  acceptable  to  both  towns. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  form  free  cash  $15,000  to  purchase  a “Jaws  of  Life” 
device  for  the  Fire  Department,  contingent  upon  the  Town  of  Shutesbury  also  voting  to  provide  $15,000. 
The  device  would  be  shared  between  the  tow  towns  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  an  agreement  that  is 
mutually  acceptable  to  both  towns. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000  for  the  Stabilization  fund. 
PASSED  OVER. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  60  Section  3c  and  3d  which 
allow  the  town  to  design  and  designate  a place  on  its  property  or  auto  excise  tax  bill  or  design  a special 
enclosure  to  be  included  in  the  tax  bill.  Such  enclosure  will  be  a form  whereby  the  taxpayer  may  designate 
a donation  of  not  less  than  $1 .00  to  a scholarship  fund,  to  an  educational  find  to  supplement  the  local 
educational  budget,  or  to  a fund  to  a assist  low-income  elderly  persons  pay  their  property  tax  bill 
Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  60  Section  3c  and  3d  which 
allow  the  town  to  design  and  designate  a place  on  its  property  or  auto  excise  tax  bill  or  design  a special 
enclosure  to  be  included  in  the  tax  bill.  Such  enclosure  will  be  a form  whereby  the  taxpayer  may  designate 
a donation  of  not  less  than  $1.00  to  a scholarship  fund,  to  an  educational  find  to  supplement  the  local 
educational  budget,  or  to  a fund  to  a assist  low-income  elderly  persons  pay  their  property  tax  bill 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  amend  the  "Code  of  Leverett“  Section  150.2.  The  change  would 
require  all  citizens  of  Leverett  to  recycle  rather  than  just  the  users  of  the  solid  waste  disposal  facility 
Jim  Perkins:  I vote  the  town  move  to  amend  the  ’’Code  of  Leverett”  Section  150.2.  The  change  would 
require  all  citizens  of  Leverett  to  recycle  rather  than  just  the  users  of  the  solid  waste  disposal  facility 

Motion  carries  37  yes,  0 no. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  section  180.  l.A(2).  The  changes 
would  increase  the  hourly  rate  paid  by  persons  found  to  burning  without  a permit  form  the  current  $5.00 
per  hour  per  firefighter  to  the  current  hourly  rate  paid  to  firefighters. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  “Code  of  Leverett”  section  1 80. 1 A(2).  The  changes 
would  increase  the  hourly  rate  paid  by  persons  found  to  burning  without  a permit  form  the  current  $5.00 
per  hour  per  firefighter  to  the  current  hourly  rate  paid  to  firefighters. 


Motion  carries  39  yes,  0 no. 


c 
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Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  59  Section  K which  enables  the  Select  Board 
to  establish  a program  to  allow  persons  over  the  age  of  60  to  volunteer  to  provide  services  to  the  town  in 
exchange  for  a reduction  in  the  real  property  tax  of  up  to  $500  per  fiscal  year 

Fenna  Bonsignore  I move  to  town  vote  to  accept  Chapter  59  Section  K which  enables  the  Select  Board  to 
establish  a program  to  allow  persons  over  the  age  of  60  to  volunteer  to  provide  services  to  the  town  in 
exchange  for  a reduction  in  the  real  property  tax  of  up  to  $500  per  fiscal  year 

Motion  carries  unanimously 

Article  Twelve  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Night  Custodian  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  section  53  El/2,  whereby 
fees  collected  for  group^using  the  school  building  between  the  hours  of  6 and  9 p.m.  will  be  credited  to  the 
Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  without  further  appropriation  to 
compensate  for  the  services  of  the  night  custodian;  the  total  amount  to  be  expended  from  said  fund  not  to 
exceed  $524. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Library  Revolving  Fund 
as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  established 
by  Article  6,  April  30,  1994  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2;  whereby  money 
collected  from  the  sale  of  discarded  books,  and  fines  collected  for  overdue,  lost,  or  destroyed  materials  will 
be  credited  to  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Library  Director  without  further 
appropriation  to  purchase  books  and  videos;  the  total  amount  to  expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed 
$2,5000 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of  Leverett 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  El/2  whereby 
money  collected  form  the  sale  of  “Roads  of  Leverett”  items  will  be  credited  to  the  Roads  of  Leverett 
Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  and  Library  without  further  appropriation  to  cover 
costs  of  producing  such  items  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  profits  form  these  sales  are  to  be 
transferred  equally  to  the  Library  Building  Fund  and  The  Leverett  Elementary  Arts  Fund;  the  total  amount 
to  be  expended  from  said  revolving  fend  for  new  materials  not  to  exceed  $250. 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical  Commission 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical  Commission  Revolving 
Fund  established  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2; 
whereby  money  collected  form  the  sale  of  plants  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the  Historical 
Commission  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Commission  without  further  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  Town  gardens  and  landscaping  Town  property;  the  total  amount  to  be  expended 
from  said  fend  not  to  exceed  $700. 


Motion  carries  unanimously. 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30, 1996 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  16,  March  30,  1996,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2;  whereby 
money  collected  from  fundraising  suppers  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund 
and  expended  by  the  Select  Board  without  further  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  Town  Hall  maintenance 
and/or  the  purchase  of  equipment  and  furnishings;  total  amount  to  be  expended  form  said  fund  not  to 
exceed  $500. 

Motion  carries. 

Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  establishment  on  the  books  of  the  District  a 
stabilization  fund  for  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  that  was  proposed  by  a vote  of  the 
Amherst-Pelham  School  District  Committee  on  March  28,  2000. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  establishment  on  the  books  of  the  District  a 
stabilization  fund  for  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  School  District  that  was  proposed  by  a vote  of  the 
Amherst-Pelham  School  District  Committee  on  March  28,  2000 

Motion  carries  unanimously. 

Article  Eighteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  form  available  funds 
$2,790  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1999  and  ending  June  30,  2000  for  veteran’s  benefits  expenses. 
Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  form  free  cash  $2,790  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1999  and  ending  June  30,  2000  for  veteran’s  benefits  expenses. 

Motion  carries. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  seconded  at  1:40  p m. 


Minutes  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Town  of  Leverett 
Special  Town  Meeting 
March  27,  2000 

Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett 
GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett,  on  Monday  March  27,  2000  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30  p.m.),  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  1:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $1,430,000  in  addition  to  all  other  sums 
previously  appropriated  for  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  and  for 
remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Elementary  School  and  to  determine 
whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town 
Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co- 
op at  Moores  Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  13  th  day  of  March  , 2000 


A true  copy  I attest 

X 

Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk 


SELECT  BOARD  OF  LEVERETT 


Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore 


Thomas  S.  Ewing 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 

Date:  3~  / 


Constable: 


€ 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  27,2000 
MINUTES 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Assistant  Moderator  Nancy  Gibavic  at  7:35  p m Moderator 
Gary  Gruber  was  out  with  pneumonia. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  $1 ,430,000  in  addition  to  all  other  sums 
previously  appropriated  for  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  and  for 
remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Elementary  School  and  to  determine 
whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Faye  Zipkowitz:  I move  that  the  sum  of  $1,430,000  be  hereby  appropriated  in  addition  to  all  other  sums 
previously  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to 
and  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Elementary  School  and  for  costs 
incidental  and  related  thereto;  and  that  to  raise  this  appropriation,  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectman,  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  $1,430,000  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44,  Section 
7,  to  the  General  Laws  or  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  or  any  other  enabling  authority. 

Motion  was  seconded  by  Cliff  Blinn. 

The  School  Building  Committee  along  with  the  Architect  gave  a 20-25  minute  presentation. 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  the  town  differ  the  vote  and  rebid  the  project. 

There  was  a motion  to  call  the  question  8:20.  Motion  failed  with  1 16  in  favor  and  103  opposed. 

Voting  was  held  in  the  Elementary  School  cafeteria  with  a paper  ballot.  A two-thirds  majority  was  needed 
to  pass.  A total  of  256  ballots  were  cast,  therefore  171  votes  were  needed  to  pass.  The  motion  carried  with 
182  in  favor  73  opposed  and  one  blank  ballot  cast. 


Minutes  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Minutes 

November  13,  2000 
Special  Town  Meeting 

Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  moderator  Gary  Gruber,  at  the  Leverett 
Elementary  School,  at  7:20  p.m.  a quorum  finally  being  reached. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  to  pay  for 
architectural  services  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  and  to  construct, 
equip  and  furnish  a Public  Safety  Complex  and  for  other  incidental  expenses  related  to 
this  project  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing 
and/or  the  use  of  available  funds. 

Tom:  I move  that  the  sum  of  $685,000  be  appropriated  to  pay  for  the  architectural 
services  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  and  to  construct,  equip  and 
furnish  a Public  Safety  Complex  and  for  incidental  expenses  related  to  this  project.  To 
raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  to  the  Select  Board,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  $585,000  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44  Section  7 of  the  MGL 
and  that  $100,000  be  expended  form  Free  Cash.  No  funds  shall  be  borrow'ed  or  expended 
hereunder  unless  the  town  shall  have  voted  to  exempt  form  the  limitations  on  total  taxes 
imposed  by  Chapter  59  Section  21 C of  the  MGL  (Proposition  2 Vi,  so-called)  the  amounts 
required  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes  issued  hereunder. 

Vote:  Yes:  57,  No:  9 

Article  Tw  o:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $250  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
pots  and  pans  for  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  kitchen. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $250  form  Free  Cash  to  purchase  pota  nd  pans  for 
the  Leverett  Elementary  School  kitchen. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $3,550  from  Free  Cash  to  Fire 
Department  expenses. 

Tom:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $3,550  from  Free  Cash  to  Fire  Department 
expenses. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase 
Tax  Collector’s  software. 


Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $7,000  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  Tax 
Collector’s  software. 

Vote:  unanimous. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  Leverett 
to  read  “ the  last  Monday  in  April  at  7:00  p.m.”  instead  of’  the  last  Saturday  in  April  at 
9:00  a.m” 

Jim:  I move  the  town  of  Leverett  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  Leverett  to 
read:  The  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  regularly  on  the 
last  Monday  of  April  at  7:00  p.m.  Special  Town  Meetings  shall  convene  at  such  other 
times  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Select  men  or  through  the  petition  of  at  least 
20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  town  or  of  200  registered  voters,  whichever  number  is 
the  lesser,  as  provided  in  the  General  Laws. 

Passed  over. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $5,263.20  from  the  Highway 
Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account. 

Fenna:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $5,263.20  from  the  Highway  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Machinery  Operating  Account. 

Vote:  unanimous. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $456.28  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  a 
bill  of  prior  years  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Jim:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $456.28  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  a bill  of  prior  years 
for  the  Highway  Department. 

Vote:  Unanimous. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  8:50  p.m.  All  were  in  favor. 

Minutes  taken  and  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Town  of  Leverett  Special  Town  Meeting 

June  7, 1999 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett,  qualified 
to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett, 
on  Monday  June  7 1999  at  7:30  in  the  evening  (7:30  p.m),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett, 

Massachusetts  to  read  "the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  a.m."  instead  of  "the  last  Saturday  in  March  or  the  first 
Saturday  in  April  which  is  not  a holiday  weekend  at  9:00  a.m." 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $7,227  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  the  town's  share  of  the 

Middle  School  Auditorium  Roof  Replacement. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by  Article 

13,  April  29, 1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E  1/2;  whereby  money  collected  from 
advertisers  for  the  Leverett  directory  will  be  credited  to  the  Leverett  Directory  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the 
Newsletter  Editor  and  Town  Clerk  without  further  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  publishing  of  a annual  town 
directory;  the  annual  total  amount  to  be  expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2,000. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $2,898.2 1 for  the 

purpose  of  telecommunications  and/or  teclmology  expenditures  for  the  elementary  school;  these  funds  being 
available  to  the  town  as  a result  of  e-rate  reimbursements  which  are  intended  for  schools  and  libraries  which  submit 
application  for  these  funds. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $4,000  to 

purchase  a computer,  printer  and  related  items  for  the  Collector/Treasurer's  Office. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores 
Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  , 1 999 


A true  copy  I attest: 


SELECTBOARD  of  LEVERETT 


Lisa  Stratford 


Town  Clerk 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


Date:  5 ' f ~3  - ? J 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
June  7,1999 
MINUTES 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  at  8:25  pm.  a quorum  of  voters 
being  deemed  present.  (After  sending  constables  out  in  search  of  voters). 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  article  41-1  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett, 
Massachusetts,  to  read  “ the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  am.”  instead  of’  the  last  Saturday  in  March  or 
the  first  Saturday  in  April  which  is  not  a holiday  weekend  at  9:00  am.” 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  amend  article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett 
Massachusetts  to  read”  the  last  Saturday  in  April  at  9:00  am.”  instead  of”  the  last  Saturday  in  March  or 
the  first  Saturday  in  April  which  is  not  a holiday  weekend  at  9:00  am.” 

Motion  passes  56  in  favor,  4 opposed. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $7,227  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  the  town's  share  of 
the  Middle  School  Auditorium  Roof  Replacement. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $7,227  from  Free  Cash  to  pay  for  the  town’s  share  of  the 
Middle  School  Roof  Replacement. 

Passes  unanimously. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  13, April  29,1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53e  1/2;  whereby  money  collected 
from  advertisers  for  the  Leverett  directory  will  be  credited  to  the  Leverett  Directory  Revolving  Fund  and 
expended  by  the  Newsletter  Editor  and  Town  Clerk  without  further  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  publishing 
of  an  annual  town  directory;  the  total  amount  to  expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2,000. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by  Article 
13,  April  29,1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  531/2;  whereby  money  collected  from 
advertisers  for  the  Leverett  Directory  will  be  credited  to  the  Leverett  Directory  Revolving  Fund  and 
expended  by  the  Newsletter  Editor  and  Town  Clerk  without  further  appropriation  to  pay  for  the  publishing 
of  an  annual  town  directory;  the  total  amount  to  be  expended  from  aid  fund  not  to  exceed  $2,000. 

Passes  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $2,898.21  for 
the  purpose  of  telecommunications  and/or  technology  expenditures  for  the  elementary  school;  these  funds 
being  available  to  the  town  as  a result  of  e-rate  reimbursements  which  are  intended  for  schools  and 
libraries  which  submit  applications  for  these  funds. 

Tom  Ewing:  I move  the  town  expend  from  Free  Cash  $2,898.21  for  the  purpose  of  telecommunications 
and/or  technology  expenditures  for  the  elementary  school,  these  funds  being  available  to  the  town  as  a 
result  of  e-rate  reimbursements  which  are  intended  for  schools  and  libraries  which  submit  applications  for 
these  funds. 

Finance  Committee  recommends. 

Passes  unanimously. 


e 


( 


Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $4,000 
to  purchase  a computer,  printer  and  related  items  for  the  Collector/Treasurers  Office 

Fenna  Bonsignoe:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  Free  Cash  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $4,000  to 
purchase  a computer,  printer  and  related  items  for  the  Collector/Treasurers  Office. 

Passes  unanimously. 

A motion  was  made  to  adjourn  Special  Town  Meeting.  Motion  was  seconded.  Meeting  was  adjourned  at 
9:35  pm. 


Minutes  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  RECONVENED 
JUNE  7,1999 
MINUTES 


The  continuation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  at  8:00pm. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I vote  to  amend  the  following  line  items  in  Article  Two  to  read: 

Line  242  Street  Lights  $2,400.00 

Line  300  Schools(Retirement)  $33,773.00 

Line  911  Retirement  $25,317.00 

For  a total  operating  budget  of  $3,093,964.00 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  to  adjourn  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Town  Meeting  was  adjourned  at  8:03pm 


Minutes  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford. 
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Tow*  of  Leverett  Special  Towa  Meetiag 

March  6, 1999 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett,  qualified 
to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett, 
on  Saturday  March  6, 1 999  at  9:00  in  die  morning  (9:00  AM),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  article, 
namely: 


Article  Oae:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  for  constructing,  originally  equipping 

and  famishing  an  addition  to  and  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Leverett 
Elementary  School  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores 
Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this \ *5 day  of  fljp  , 1999 


Town  Clerk 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


Constable:  F filial 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  6,1999 
MINUTES 


Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  at  9:02  am.,  a quorum  being 
deemed  present.  There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was  seconded 
and  passed. 

ARTICLE  ONE:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  for  constructing,  origionally 
equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  and  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  and  making  extraordinary 
repairs  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  and  to  determine  whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by 
borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Faye  Zipkwoitz:  I move  that  the  sum  of  $2,846,515.00  be  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing,  origionally  equipping  and  furnishing  an  addition  to  and  for  remodeling,  reconstructing  and 
making  extraordinary  repairs  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School  and  for  costs  incidental  and  related 
thereto  ; that  to  raise  this  appropriation , the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow  $2,846,515.00  under  and  pursuant  to  Chapter  44,  Section  7,  of  the  General 
Laws  or  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  or  any  other  enabling  authority;  provided  that  no 
more  than  $2,846,515.00  shall  be  borrowed  for  costs  of  design  and  architectural  and  engineering  services 
until  the  project  has  been  placed  on  a so  called  School  Building  Assistance  Priority  List;  and  further 
provided  that  no  finds  shall  be  borrowed  or  expended  hereunder  unless  the  Town  shall  have  voted  to 
exempt  from  the  limitation  on  total  taxes  imposed  by  Chapter  59,  Section  2 1C  of  the  General  Laws 
(Proposition  2-1/2,  so-called)  the  amounts  required  to  pay  principal  of  and  interest  on  any  bonds  or  notes 
issued  hereunder. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Next  came  presentations  from  Faye  Zipkowitz,  Charlie  Paulin,  Chip  Greenberg,  Laurie  Brown,  and  Tom 
Ewing, 

Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  both  recommended  this  article. 

Next  was  a motion  by  Steve  Weiss. 

Steve  Weiss:  I move  to  amend  the  proposed  School  Building  Committees  recommendation  to  increase  the 
amount  proposed  from  $2,846,514.00  to  $3,246,515.00. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

The  proposed  amount  was  to  create  a larger  gymnasium. 

Voice  vote  on  motion  fails. 

Paper  ballot  on  origional  motion  passes  3 16  in  favor,  30  opposed,  1 blank. 

There  was  a motion  to  adjourn  Town  Meeting  at  12:15. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 


T own  of  Leverett 

FY  2000  Animal  Town  Meeting  Warrant 
Saturday,  March  27, 1999 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Franklin  SS. 

To  one  of  die  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  Auditorium  at  said  Leverett,  on  Saturday  the  27  * 
of  March  next,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00  AM),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 


ARTICLE  ONE:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town 

bylaw. 

ARTICLE  TWO:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 

necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

ARTICLE  THREE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  die 

Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and 
authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 


ARTICLE  FOUR:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or 

borrow  $32,000  in  order  to  purchase  and  equip  a pickup  truck  for  the  Highway 
Department. 

ARTICLE  FIVE  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or 

borrow  $34,808  to  purchase  and  equip  a police  cruiser. 


ARTICLE  SIX  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 

$8,500  for  the  Conservation  Land  Fund. 


ARTICLE  SEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 

funds  $7,900  to  make  improvements  at  the  transfer  station. 


ARTICLE  EIGHT:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  riase  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 

$2,500  to  purchase  a computer,  printer,  software  and  related  items  for  the  Administrative 
Assistant 


ARTICLE  NINE  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a 

sum  of  money  to  cover  costs  of  annual  testing  of  the  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill . 

ARTICLE  TEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,000  to  install  and/or 

maintain  water  filter  systems  or  to  purchase  bottled  water  for  certain  homes  near  the 
landfill  as  required  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection. 

ARTICLE  ELEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.21  which  represents  the 

town’s  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library 
Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140  Section  172 


ARTICLE  TWELVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Night 

Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24, 1993. 
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ARTICLE  THIRTEEN: 
ARTICLE  FOURTEEN: 
.ARTICLE  FIFTEEN  : 
-ARTICLE  SIXTEEN: 


To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  ofLeverett 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  Apnl  29, 1995. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical 
Commission  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  11,  September  18,  1995. 

To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 7,  March  30,  1996. 


.And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op 
at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  March,  1999 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 
Date:  '^) ^ ^ - T Constable: 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  27,1999 
MINUTES 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  at  9:09  a m.  a quorum  of  voters 
being  deemed  present.  There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was 
seconded  and  passed. 

Moderator  Gruber  called  for  a moment  of  silence  to  remember  those  who  had  passed  from  our  midst  and 
to  celebrate  those  who  had  been  born  during  the  past  year  He  then  recognized  the  recipient  of  the 
Dedication  of  the  Annual  Town  Report,  David  Field. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  by-law. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  from  the  Town  Meeting  floor  by  unanimous  vote: 

Assessor  3 year  term,  David  Palmer 
Auditor,  1 year  term,  Steve  Nagy 

Board  of  Health,  1 year  term,  John  Hillman,  Board  of  Health  3 year  term,  Steve  Ball 

Constable,  3 year  term,  John  Swartz 

Finance  Committee  3 year  term,  John  Ridgeway 

Library'  Trustees  3 year  term,  Chris  Codit,  3 year  term  Sondra  Corcoran 

Moderator.  3 year  term,  Gary  Gruber 

Assistant  Moderator,  1 year  term,  Nancy  Gibavic 

Planning  Board  5 year  term,  Susan  Sheldon,  3 year  term  Van  Stoddard 

School  Committee  3 year  term,  Barbara  Tiner 

Selectboard  3 year  term,  Tom  Ewing 

Tree  Warden  1 year  term.  Will  Stratford 

Article  Two.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Total  budget  voted  by  the  meeting:  $3,109,555.  This  figure  required  a Proposition  2 1/2  override  vote, 
scheduled  for  May  22. 1999.  Town  Meeting  to  reconvene  of  June  7, 1999  for  the  purpose  of  adjourning 
after  considering  the  results  of  the  override. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  for  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board 
to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or 
maintenance  related  work. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  for  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board 
to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and/or 
maintenance  related  work. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  , transfer  from  available  funds  or 
borrow  $32,000  in  order  to  purchase  and  equip  a pickup  truck  for  the  Highway  Dept. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  27,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a pickup  truck  for  the  Highway  Dept. 


Q> 
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Motion  was  seconded. 


George  Drake:  I move  to  spend  $22,000  from  Stabilization  and  $5,000  form  free  Cash  to  purchase  and 
equip  a truck  for  the  Highway  Dept. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate, transfer  from  available  funds  or  borrow 
$34,808  to  purchase  and  equip  a police  cruiser. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $34,808  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a police  cruiser. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

George  Drake:  I move  to  the  town  vote  to  expend  $29,808  from  Stabilization  Account  and  $5,000  from 
Free  Cash  to  purchase  and  equip  a police  cruiser. 

Motion,  as  amended  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $8,500 
for  the  Conservation  Land  Fund. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $8,5000  from  Free  Cash  for  the  Conservation 
Land  Fund. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  , transfer  from  available  funds  $7,900 
to  make  improvements  at  the  Transfer  Station. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $4,500  from  Free  Cash  to  make  improvements  to  the 
Transfer  Station. 

Motion  passes  unanimously 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds, 
$2,500  to,  purchase  a computer  , printer,  software  and  related  items  for  the  Administrative  Assistant. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  expend  $2,500  from  Free  Cash  to  purchase  a computer,  printer  and 
related  items  for  the  Administrative  Assistant. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $12,090  from  Free  Cash  to  cover  the  cost  of  annual 
testing  of  the  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill,  water  samples  from  private  residences  and  other  related 
environmental  quality  testing  as  required  by  the  DEP. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $12,090  from  Free  Cash  to  cover  the  costs  of  annual  testing 
of  the  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill,  water  samples  from  private  residences  and  other  related 
environmental  quality  testing  as  required  by  the  DEP. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,000  to  install  and/or  maintain  water 
filter  systems  or  to  purchase  bottled  water  for  certain  homes  near  the  landfill  as  required  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection. 

Don  Gibavic:  1 move  the  town  vote  to  Raise  and  Appropriate  $1,000  from  Free  Cash  to  install  and/or 
maintain  water  filter  systems  or  to  purchase  bottled  water  for  certain  homes  near  the  landfill  as  required 
by  the  DEP. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Eleven  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $296.21  which  represents  the  town’s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  form  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance 
with  MGL  Chapter  140  Section  172. 


Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $296.21  Which  represents  the  town’s  share  o the  Franklin 
County  dog  monies  form  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140 
Section  172. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Night  Custodian 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,1993. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund 
as  authorized  by  Article  21, April  24,1993. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Continuation  of  the  Library  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16, April  30,1994. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  1 move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  as 
authorized  by  Article  16  April  30,1994. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimously. 

Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,1995. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  the  town  vote  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving  Fund  as 
authorized  by  Article  14, April  29,1995. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical  Commission 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1, September  18,1995. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical  Commission 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1, September  18,1995. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall  Revolving 
fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17, March  30,1996. 

Fenna  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund 
as  authorized  by  Article  17, March  30,1996. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passes  unanimously. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  12:57  p.m.  Town  Meeting  to  reconvene  on  June  7,1999(after  override  to 
revisit  budget  if  necessary). 


Minutes  prepared  by  Lisa  Stratford.  Towm  Clerk. 
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Town  of  Leverett 

FY  99  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant 
Saturday,  March  28,  1998 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Franklin  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School  Auditorium  at  said  Leverett,  on  Saturday  the  28  * 
of  March  next  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00  AM),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

ARTICLE  ONE:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or  Town  bylaw. 

ARTICLE  TWO  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  meet  Town  expenses. 

ARTICLE  THREE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett, 
Massachusetts  to  read  "the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  AM."  instead  of  "the  last  Saturday  in  March  at  9:00  A.M.". 
A complete  text  of  the  change  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  FOUR  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construcuon  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible 
expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  accept  any 
monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work. 

ARTICLE  FIVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $8,600  to 
purchase  computer  hard  ware  and  software  for  the  Board  of  Assessors 

ARTICLE  SIX:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  ra^e  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $2,500  for 

the  Conservation  Land  Fund. 

.ARTICLE  SEVEN':  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new  town 
library. 

ARTICLE  EIGHT:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or  borrow  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  $190,000  to  buy  and  equip  a new-  fire  truck  for  the  Fire  Department. 

ARTICLE  NINE  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate,  transfer  from  available  funds,  or  borrow 

$33,000  to  remove  the  underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with  above  ground  tanks 
tncludmg  the  construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts  and  electrical  work. 

ARTICLE  TEN  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or  borrow' 
$10,300  to  replace  four  garage  doors  at  the  fire/highway  building. 

ARTICLE  ELEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $1,200 
to  install  an  insulated  overhead  door  at  the  fire  station 

ARTICLE  TWELVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  $7,000 
to  shingle  and/or  repair  the  roof  of  the  lire  station. 

ARTICLE  THIRTEEN : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account  $5795  for 

the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 


ARTICLE  FOURTEEN:  To  see  if  Che  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
SI, 550  for  legal  services  and  related  costs  for  foreclosure  proceedings. 

ARTICLE  FIFTEEN  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  hinds  or 
borrow  S 10,000  for  designer/architects  services  for  the  public  safety/ pub  lie  works  complex. 

ARTICLE  SIXTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or 

borrow  SI 5,000  for  designer/ architectural  services  to  undertake  a feasibility  study  for  an  addition  and  renovations  to 
the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

.ARTICLE  SEVENTEEN : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropnate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 

$2,836  to  cover  additional  costs  of  testing  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill  for  the  completion  of  the  last  round  of 
testing  for  the  Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTEEN:  To  see  whether  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to 
acquire  by  deed,  gift,  taking  by  eminent  domain  or  any  other  method,  the  land  on  the  northerly  side  of  Dudleyville 
Road,  shown  on  a plan  entitled  "Alternation  of  Dudleyville  Road,  Leverett  (Franklin  County,  \LA)"  surveyed  for  the 
Town  of  Leverett  by  Ainsworth  & Associates,  Inc.,  dated  Apnl  25,  1996,  desenbed  herein.  A complete  description 
of  the  metes  and  bounds  of  this  parcel  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

ARTICLE  NINETEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  first  sentence  of  Section  2332: 

"For  the  purpose  of  this  section  2332  only,  file  building  line  for  a rear  lot  shall  designate  the  line  behind 
which  the  principal  building  on  the  lot  shall  be  built." 

ARTICLE  TWENTY:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the  following 
section: 

"4524.  "Major  Streams"  are  those  streams  shown  as  bold  lines  on  file  aforesaid  map.  "Minor  Streams"  are 
all  streams  shown  on  the  aforesaid  map  and  not  shown  by  a bold  line." 

ARTICLE  TWENTY  ONE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  4321 

"Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  to  the  contrary,  the  lot  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  dimensional  requirements 
and  restrictions  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  if  fa)  the  portion  of  the  lot  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  Aquifer 
Protection  Distnct  is  shown  on  a recordable  plan  as  complying  with  the  Dunensional  Schedule  for  the  underlying 
District  and  (b)  it  is  indicated  on  the  plan  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  m the  portion  of  the  lot  in  the  Aquifer 
Protection  Distnct." 

ARTICLE  TWEN  TY  TWO:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the  addition  of 
a new  Section  4700  which  creates  a Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District.  The  intent  of  this  is  to  protect  the  natural, 
geological  and  histone  character  of  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District  while  providing  for  reasonable  use  of 
private  land.  Structures  built  in  this  distnct  would  be  subject  to  increased  setback  requirements,  a natural  vegetation 
buffer  zone  and  a site  plan  review.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated 
herein  by  reference. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY  THREE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the 

addition  of  a new  Section  4900  Article  IV  Special  Regulations  which  seeks  to  allow  telecommunication  and  wireless 
services  with  minimal  effect  to  the  public  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  and  to  minimize  the  visual  impact  of 
such  facilities.  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY  FOUR:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  The  Night 

Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY  FIVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library 

Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 


ARTICLE  TWENTY  SIX:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Telephone  Book 

Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13,  April  29, 1995. 

ARTICLE  TWENTY  SEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  ofLeverett 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29, 1995. 


.ARTICLE  TWENTY  EIGHT:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical 

Commission  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995 


ARTICLE  TWENTY  NINE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall 

Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30, 1996. 


.And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office,  in  the 
Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op 
at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  ^ day  of  March,  1998. 


Date:  Oil  U^h  ^ } I 5 A Y 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
MARCH  28,  1998 
MINUTES 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  Town  of  Leverett  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary 
Gruber  at  9: 10am,  a quorum  of  voters  (57  on  this  date)  being  deemed  present.  There  was  a motion 
to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was  seconded  and  passed. 

Moderator  Gruber  called  for  a moment  of  silence  to  remember  those  who  had  passed  from  our 
midst  and  to  celebrate  those  who  had  been  bom  during  the  past  year  He  then  recognized  the 
recipient  of  the  Dedication  of  the  current  Annual  Town  Report,  Clifford  Blinn. 


Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by  law  or 
Town  bylaw. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  from  the  Town  Meeting  floor  by  unanimous  vote: 

Assessor,  3 year  term,  Donald  Robinson,  Assessor,  2 year  term,  James  Hicks 
Auditor,  1 year  term,  Steve  Nagy, 

Library  Trustees,  3 year  terms,  Judith  Batty,  Elaine  Barker; 

Constable,  3 year  term,  Carlyle  Field, 

Finance  Committee,  3 year  term,  Edith  Field,  John  Jenkins;  2 year  term,  Cynthia  Thomas-Kimmel; 
Assistant  Moderator,  1 year  term,  Nancy  Gibavic;  Planning  Board,  5 year  term,  Kenneth  Kahn; 
School  Committee,  3 year  terms,  Laurie  Brown,  Laurie  Millman, 

Selectboard,  3 year  term,  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore,  Town  Clerk,  3 year  term,  Lisa  Stratford; 

Tree  Warden,  1 year  term.  Will  Stratford 

Board  of  Health,  1 year  terms,  Steve  Ball,  John  Hillman. 

The  Board  of  Health  vote  followed  a ballot  vote  for  Board  of  Health,  two  3 year  terms. 

Nominated  for  these  two  positions  were:  Matt  Corcoran  (73  votes),  Glenn  Ayers  (81  votes), 

Steve  Ball  (67  votes).  Corcoran  and  Ayers  will  serve  for  three  years. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Total  budget  voted  by  the  meeting:  $2,909,423. 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  41-4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  to  read  “the  last  Saturday  of  April  at  9:00  A M.”  instead  of ‘'the  last  Saturday  in  March 
at  9:00  AM.”  A complete  text  of  the  change  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 


Jim  Perkins:  I move  to  amend  Article  4 1 -4  of  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to  read  “the  last 
Saturday  in  April  at  9:00  A M ” instead  of  “the  last  Saturday  in  March  or  the  first  Saturday  m 
April  which  is  not  a holiday  weekend  at  9:00  A M ” 

Motion  seconded  Motion  failed. 


Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work 

Faina  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  the  town  authorize  the  Select  Board  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapiter  90)  and  authorize  the 
Select  Board  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and/or  maintenance  related  work. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried 


Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$8,600  to  purchase  computer  hardware  and  software  for  the  Board  of  Assessors 

Don  Robinson:  I move  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $8,600  to  purchase  computer 
hardware  and  software  for  the  Board  of  Assessors  Motion  was  seconded.  Motion  was  then 
amended  to  indicate  the  money  would  be  taken  from  free  cash  rather  than  raised  and  appropriated. 
Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds 
$2,500  for  the  Conservation  Land  Fund. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  take  from  free  cash  $2,500  for  the  Conservation  Land 
Fund. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried 
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Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Christopher  Condit  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  pass  over  the  article.  Motion  was 
seconded.  Motion  failed  by  a vote  of  Yes,  30;  No,  92. 

After  further  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  end  debate  This  motion  was  seconded  and  earned. 
Vote  on  the  main  motion  carried:  Yes,  115;  No,  10. 


At  this  point  in  the  meeting  the  Selectboard  recognized  retiring  Town  Clerk  D’Ann  Kelty  with  a 
citation  from  the  State  Senate  and  paintings  by  Leverett  artists  Bill  Rathbun  and  Lynn  Peterfreund. 

State  Representative  Steve  Kulik  addressed  the  meeting  concerning  Education  Funding,  and  took 
questions  from  the  floor. 

At  12:40  Moderator  Gruber  announced  that  the  meeting  would  reconvene  at  1:30  after  lunch. 

The  meeting  reconvened  at  1:35. 

A 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds 
or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $190,000  to  buy  and  equip  a new  fire  truck  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Due  to  the  absence  of  firefighters  who  had  been  called  from  the  meeting  earlier  to  respond  to  a 
brush  fire,  Selectboard  Chair  Donald  Gibavic  made  the  following  motion:  I move  the  town  vote  to 
expend  $60,000  from  free  cash  and  $130,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a new  fire  truck. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 
Motion  carried  by  a vote  of  Yes,  70;  No,  1. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds, 
or  borrow  $33,000  to  remove  the  underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with 
above  ground  tanks  including  the  construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts  and 
electrical  work. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $33,000  from  free  cash  to  remove  the 
underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with  above  ground  tanks  including  the 
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Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Christopher  Condit  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  pass  over  the  article.  Motion  was 
seconded.  Motion  failed  by  a vote  of  Yes,  30;  No,  92. 

After  further  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  end  debate.  This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
Vote  on  the  main  motion  carried:  Yes,  115;  No,  10. 


At  this  point  in  the  meeting  the  Selectboard  recognized  retiring  Town  Clerk  D’Ann  Kelty  with  a 
citation  from  the  State  Senate  and  paintings  by  Leverett  artists  Bill  Rathbun  and  Lynn  Peterfreund. 

State  Representative  Steve  Kulik  addressed  the  meeting  concerning  Education  Funding,  and  took 
questions  from  the  floor. 

At  12:40  Moderator  Gruber  announced  that  the  meeting  would  reconvene  at  1:30  after  lunch. 

The  meeting  reconvened  at  1:35. 
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Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds 
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Due  to  the  absence  of  firefighters  who  had  been  called  from  the  meeting  earlier  to  respond  to  a 
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expend  $60,000  from  free  cash  and  $130,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a new  fire  truck. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 
Motion  carried  by  a vote  of  Yes,  70;  No,  1. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds, 
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Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $33,000  from  free  cash  to  remove  the 
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Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Christopher  Condit  I move  the  town  vote  to  accept  the  preliminary  design  for  the  proposed  new 
town  library 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  pass  over  the  article.  Motion  was 
seconded.  Motion  failed  by  a vote  of  Yes,  30;  No,  92. 

After  further  discussion,  there  was  a motion  to  end  debate  This  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
Vote  on  the  main  motion  carried:  Yes,  115;  No,  10. 


At  this  point  in  the  meeting  the  Selectboard  recognized  retiring  Town  Clerk  D’Ann  Kefty  with  a 
citation  from  the  State  Senate  and  paintings  by  Leverett  artists  Bill  Rathbun  and  Lynn  Peterfreund. 

State  Representative  Steve  Kulik  addressed  the  meeting  concerning  Education  Funding,  and  took 
questions  from  the  floor. 

At  12:40  Moderator  Gruber  announced  that  the  meeting  would  reconvene  at  1:30  after  lunch. 

The  meeting  reconvened  at  1:35. 

I 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds 
or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $190,000  to  buy  and  equip  a new  fire  truck  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Due  to  the  absence  of  firefighters  who  had  been  called  from  the  meeting  earlier  to  respond  to  a 
brush  fire,  Selectboard  Chair  Donald  Gibavic  made  the  following  motion:  I move  the  town  vote  to 
expend  $60,000  from  free  cash  and  $130,000  from  the  Stabilization  Account  to  purchase  and 
equip  a new  fire  truck. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 
Motion  carried  by  a vote  of  Yes,  70;  No,  1. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds, 
or  borrow  $33,000  to  remove  the  underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with 
above  ground  tanks  including  the  construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts  and 
electrical  work. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $33,000  from  free  cash  to  remove  the 
underground  fuel  tanks  at  the  town  garage  and  replace  them  with  above  ground  tanks  including  the 


r 


c 


< 


construction  of  a concrete  pad,  roof,  steel  protective  posts,  pumps,  electrical  work  and  all 
associated  services 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 
Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available  funds  or 
borrow  $10,300  to  replace  four  garage  doors  at  the  fire/highway  building 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $8600  from  free  cash  to  replace  four  garage 
doors  at  the  fire/highway  building. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Will  Stratford  moved  to  amend  the  article  to  read  a sum  of  $10,300 
Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Recommended  by  Finance  Committee  and  Capital  Planning  Committee. 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $1200  to  install  an  insulated  overhead  door  at  the  fire  station. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1200  to  install  an  insulated 
overhead  garage  door  at  the  old  highway  garage 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $7,000  to  shingle  and/or  repair  the  roof  of  the  fire  station. 

Article  was  passed  over,  due  to  generosity  of  resident  Donald  Ogden. 


Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account 
$5795  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $5795  from  the  Road  Machinery 
Account  to  the  Highway  Department  budget  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway 
equipment. 


Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee 

Motion  was  made  to  table  this  article.  Motion  was  seconded  and  earned. 


Article  Fourteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $1550  for  legal  services  and  related  costs  for  foreclosure  proceedings. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $1550  for  legal  services  and 
related  costs  for  foreclosure  proceedings. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  $10,000  for  designer/architects  services  for  the  public  safety/public  works 
complex. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  borrow  $ 10,000  for  designer/architects  services  for 
the  public  safety/public  works  complex. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  with  a vote:  Yes  - 69,  No  - 4 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available 
funds  or  borrow  $15,000  for  designer/architectural  services  to  undertake  a feasibility  study  for  an 
addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Fay  Zipkowitz::  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  borrow  $15,000  for  designer/architectural  services 
to  undertake  a feasibility  study  for  an  addition  and  renovations  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  with  a vote  of:  Yes  - 75,  No  - 1. 


Article  Seventeen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  $2,836  to  cover  additional  costs  of  testing  monitoring  wells  at  the  landfill  for  the  completion 
of  the  last  round  of  testing  for  the  Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 


Motion  was  seconded  Motion  was  amended  to  indicate  that  the  money  would  be  expended  from 
free  cash,  rather  than  raised  and  appropriated  Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried 

Motion,  as  amended,  carried  unanimously. 
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At  this  point,  Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore  re-introduced  Article  Thirteen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to 
transfer  $5795  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account  to  the  Highway  Department  budget  for  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  Finance  Committee. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Eighteen:  To  see  whether  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select  Board  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett  to  acquire  by  deed,  gift,  taking  by  eminent  domain  or  any  other  method,  the  land  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Dudleyville  Road,  shown  on  a plan  entitled  “Alternation  of  Dudleyville  Road, 
Leverett  (Franklin  County,  MA)”  surveyed  for  the  Town  of  Leverett  by  Ainsworth  & Associates, 
Inc.  dated  Apnl  25,  1996,  described  herein  A complete  description  of  the  metes  and  bounds  of 
this  parcel  is  on  file  at  the  Town  Clerk’s  office 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  Select  Board  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  to 
acquire  for  the  town  the  land  on  the  northerly  side  of  Dudleyville  Road  shown  on  a plan  entitled, 
“Alternation  of  Dudleyville  Road,  Leverett  (Franklin  County,  MA)”  surveyed  for  the  Town  by 
Ainsworth  & Associates,  Inc.  dated  April  25,  1996,  owned  by  W.D.  Cowls,  said  land  is  described 
as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  6 set  in  the  Northerly  line  of  Dudleyville  Road 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Mark  D.  LaClaire;  thence  North  33°  03  49”  East  a distance  of  17.28 
feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  5 at  land  of  said  LaClaire  and  land  now 
or  formerly  of  W.D.  Cowls,  Inc.;  thence  South  64°  47’  01”  East  a distance  of  34.38  feet,  more  or 
less,  to  a granite  bound  to  be  set  numbered  4 by  land  of  said  Cowls,  thence  continuing  South  47° 
44’  45”  East  a distance  of  120.56  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound  numbered  3 to  be  set; 
thence  by  land  of  said  W.D.  Cowls.  Inc.  South  53°  25’  1 1”  East  a distance  of  191.75  feet,  more  or 
less,  to  a granite  bound  numbered  2 to  be  set  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  Daryl  and  Ernestine 
Johnson;  thence  South  26°  16’  45”  West  a distance  of  16.77  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a granite  bound 
to  be  set  numbered  5 set  in  the  northeasterly  line  of  Dudleyville  Road;  thence  by  said  Dudleyville 
Road  North  53° 25’  11”  West  195.57  feet,  more  or  less,  to  a point;  thence  North  47° 44’  45”  West 
a distance  of  1 16.80  feet,  by  the  Northeasterly  line  of  said  Dudleyville  Road  to  a point;  thence 
North  64°  47’  01”  West  a distance  of  36.28  feet,  more  or  less,  by  said  Dudleyville  Road  to  the 
granite  bound  set  at  the  beginning.  See  deed  to  W.D.  Cowls,  Inc.  dated  1971  recorded  with 
Franklin  County  Registry  of  Deeds  at  Book  1289,  page  54. 

Motion  was  seconded. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 
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Article  Nineteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding 
the  following  sentence  after  the  first  sentence  of  Section  2332: 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  section  2332  only,  the  building  line  for  a rear  lot  shall  designate 
the  lme  behind  which  the  principal  building  on  the  lot  shall  be  built.” 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  first  sentence  of  Section  2332: 

“For  the  purpose  of  this  section  2332  only,  the  building  line  for  a rear  lot  shall  designate 
the  lme  behind  which  the  principal  building  on  the  lot  shall  be  built.” 

Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Twenty:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  section: 

“4524.  “Major  Streams”  are  those  streams  shown  as  bold  lines  on  the  aforesaid  map. 
“Minor  Streams”  are  all  streams  shown  on  the  aforesaid  map  and  not  shown  by  a bold 
line.” 

Jeff  McQueen  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  section: 

“4524.  “Major  Streams”  are  those  streams  shown  as  bold  lines  on  the  aforesaid  map. 
“Minor  Streams”  are  all  streams  shown  on  the  aforesaid  map  and  not  shown  by  a bold 
# lme” 

Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  unanimously 


Article  Twenty  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by 
adding  the  following  sentence  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  4321: 

“Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  to  the  contrary,  the  lot  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
dimensional  requirements  and  restrictions  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  if 
(a)  the  portion  of  the  lot  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  is  shown  on  a 
recordable  plan  as  complying  with  the  Dimensional  Schedule  for  the  underlying  District 
and  (b)  it  is  indicated  on  the  plan  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  in  the  portion  of  the  lot 
m the  Aquifer  Protection  District.” 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  the 
following  sentence  after  the  last  sentence  of  Section  4321: 

‘'Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  to  the  contrary,  the  lot  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
dimensional  requirements  and  restrictions  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  if 
(a)  the  portion  of  the  lot  that  is  entirely  out  of  the  Aquifer  Protection  District  is  shown  on  a 
recordable  plan  as  complying  with  the  Dimensional  Schedule  for  the  underlying  District 
and  (b)  it  is  indicated  on  the  plan  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  in  the  portion  of  the  lot 
in  the  Aquifer  Protection  District.” 

I) 


Motion  was  seconded  Motion  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 68,  No  - 2. 


Article  Twenty  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the 
addition  of  a new  Section  4700  which  creates  a Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District.  The  intent  of 
this  is  to  protect  the  natural,  geological  and  histone  character  of  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay 
Distnct  while  providing  for  reasonable  use  of  pnvate  land.  Structures  built  in  this  district  would 
be  subject  to  increased  setback  requirements,  a natural  vegetation  buffer  zone  and  a site  plan 
review  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein 
by  reference 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the  addition  of 
a new  Section  4700  which  creates  a Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District.  The  intent  of  this  is  to 
protect  the  natural,  geological  and  historic  character  of  the  Rattlesnake  Gutter  Overlay  District 
while  providing  for  reasonable  use  of  private  land  Structures  built  in  this  district  would  be  subject 
to  increased  setback  requirements,  a natural  vegetation  buffer  zone  and  a site  plan  review. 

Motion  was  seconded  At  this  point  McQueen  made  sure  that  everyone  in  the  meeting  had  a copy 
of  the  complete  text  of  the  proposed  new  Section  4700.  He  stated  that  two  friendly  amendments 
which  were  a result  of  the  recent  hearing  on  this  proposed  change  were  printed  on  the  back  of  the 
document  distributed  Bill  Rivers  and  Jeff  McQueen  proceeded  to  propose  these  two  amendments. 

Bill  Rivers:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  by  the  addition  of  the  following  sentence  after  the 
second  sentence  of  said  section: 

Notwithstanding  the  first  sentence  of  this  paragraph  to  the  contrary,  the  owner  of  any  lot 
existing  as  of  March  18,  1998  which  is  at  least  five  (5)  acres  and  which  is  primarily 
devoted  to  the  production  of  forest  products  for  which  a Forest  Cutting  Plan  (MGL.  Ch. 
132,  S 40-46)  has  been  filed  with  and  approved  by  the  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Management  may  harvest  wood  in  accordance  with  such  plan. 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Jeff  McQueen:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  by  adding  after  the  work  “driveway”  in  the  second 
sentence  the  following  language:  “or  the  installation  of  utilities.” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Clifford  Biinn:  I move  to  amend  section  4732  to  delete  the  following  words:  “provided  such 
cutting  (i)  shall  not  exceed  5 cords  in  any  12  month  period  and  (ii)  is  in  accordance  with  a cutting 
plan,  with  all  trees  to  be  cut  within  the  Buffer  Zone  marked  by  colored  tape  or  ribbon,  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Planning  Board” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 42,  No  - 28. 

Peter  d’Errico:  I move  to  amend  Section  4742  a to  add,  after  the  word  “intervals,”  the  words  “for 
purposes  of  this  subsection,  a USGS  (United  States  Geological  Services)  Map  with  a 1:24,000  or 
1:25,000  scale  is  acceptable,” 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Steve  Blinn:  I move  to  delete  sections  4740,  4741,  4742,  and  4743,  related  to  site  plans. 
Amendment  was  seconded,  and  failed. 
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► The  question  was  called  Motion  to  aid  debate  was  seconded  and  earned. 

The  main  article,  with  four  amendments  carried  with  a vote  of:  Yes  - 54,  No  - 21. 


Article  Twenty  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the 
addition  of  a new  Section  4900  Article  IV  Special  Regulations  which  seeks  to  allow 
telecommunication  and  wireless  services  with  minimal  effect  to  the  public  health,  safety  and 
general  welfare  and  to  minimize  the  visual  impact  of  such  facilities.  The  complete  text  of  this 
article  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference. 

Sidney  Poritz:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Leverett  Zoning  By-Law  by  the  addition  of 
a new  Section  4900  Article  IV  Special  Regulations  which  seeks  to  allow  telecommunication  and 
wireless  services  with  minimal  effect  to  the  public  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  and  to 
minimize  the  visual  impact  of  such  facilities  The  complete  text  of  this  article  is  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk  and  is  incorporated  herein  by  reference 

Motion  was  seconded.  Sid  offered  a friendly  amendment  to  include  also  amending  that  section  of 
the  existing  Zoning  Bylaws  in  Article  VI.  Definitions  by  adding  after  the  definition  of  “Structure”: 
TELECOMMUNICATION  FACILITIES  - includes  towers,  antennas,  buildings  and  accessory 
structures  designed  or  modified  to  provide  personal  communications  services,  radio  and  television 
broadcast  or  reception,  microwave  communications,  or  similar  communication  services.  Not 
included  are  antennas  used  for  personal  television  and  radio  reception  or  radio  facilities  actively 
used  under  a FCC  (Federal  Communication  Commission)  amateur  radio  license, 
and  in  Section  2234,  to  insert  after  the  line  beginning  “Sale  or  storage  of  feed”  the  following  line: 
Telecommunications  Facilities  N N N SP 

(This  amendment  was  implied  in  the  main  motion  and  the  posted  warrant  article  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  this  information  was  included  in  all  information  regarding  this  article  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  was  on  all  information  presented  at  the  public  hearing  and  available  to  Town 
Meeting  participants.  This  amendment  adds  a definition  and  use  restrictions  to  the  pertinent 
sections  of  the  existing  bylaws  to  complete  the  document  should  the  new  section  4900  be  adopted.) 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Steve  Blinn:  I move  to  amend  the  motion  by  changing  the  designations  in  section  2234  to  read: 
Telecommunications  Facilities  SP  SP  N SP 

Amendment  was  seconded  and  failed 

After  discussion  the  question  was  called.  Motion  to  vote  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Main  motion  carried  by  a vote  of:  Yes  - 44,  No  - 3 


Article  Twenty  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Night 
Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993. 
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Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993.  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2 
whereby  fees  collected  from  groups  using  the  school  building  between  the  hours  of  6 and  9 PM  will 
be  credited  to  the  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  without 
further  appropriation  to  compensate  for  the  services  of  a night  custodian,  the  total  amount  to  be 
expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $524. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Library 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving 
Fund  established  by  article  16,  April  30,  1994,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section 
53E1/2;  thereby  money  collected  from  the  sale  of  discarded  books,  and  fines  collected  for  overdue, 
lost,  or  destroyed  materials  will  be  credited  to  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the 
Library  Director  without  further  appropriation  to  purchase  books  and  videos,  the  total  amount  to 
be  expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2500. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Telephone 
Book  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13,  April  29,  1995. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  13,  April  29,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2;  whereby  money 
collected  from  advertisers  for  the  Leverett  telephone  directory  will  be  credited  to  the  Telephone 
Book  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Newsletter  Editor  and  Town  Clerk  without  further 
appropriation  to  pay  for  the  publishing  of  a biannual  town  directory;  the  total  amount  to  be 
expended  from  said  fund  not  to  exceed  $2000. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Roads  of 
Leverett  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995. 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  14,  April  29,  1995,  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2,  whereby  money 
collected  from  the  sale  of  Roads  of  Leverett  items  will  be  credited  to  the  toads  of  Leverett  revolving 
Fund  and  expended  by  the  School  Committee  and  the  Library  without  further  appropriation  to 
cover  costs  of  producing  such  items;  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  profits  from  these  sales 


11 


are  to  be  transferred  equally  to  the  Library  Building  Fund  and  the  Leverett  Elementary  Arts  Fund 
^ (LEAF);  the  total  amount  to  be  expended  from  said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $750. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Historical 
Commission  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  11,  September  18,  1995. 

Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund 
established  by  Article  1 1,  September  18,  1995  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section 
53E1/2;  whereby  money  collected  from  the  sale  of  plants  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the 
Historical  Commission  Revolving  Fund  and  expended  by  the  Commission  without  further 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  Town  gardens  and  landscaping  Town  property,  the 
total  amount  to  be  expended  from  said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $454. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Twenty  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Town  Hall 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30,  1996. 

Jim  Perkins:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  Revolving  Fund  established  by 
Article  16,  March  30,  1996  in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E1/2,  whereby  money 
collected  from  fundraising  suppers  and  donations  will  be  credited  to  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund 
and  expended  by  the  Selectboard  without  further  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  town  hall 
maintenance  and/or  the  purchase  of  equipment  and  furnishings,  total  amount  to  be  expended  from 
said  revolving  fund  not  to  exceed  $500. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  4:34pm.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 
Official  minutes  recorded  and  submitted  by  D'Ann  Sauer  Kelty,  Town  CJerk 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
SEPTEMBER  28,1998 
MINUTES 


of^e  FrankU^n to  Self  **  t0Wn’s  sh^e 

MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172.  t0  the  LlbraDr  Account  in  accordance  with 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  tixi  is  , u-  u 

County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  ^ represents  1116  town’s  share  of  the  Franklin 
Section  172.  ^ Account  in  accordance  with  MGL  140 

Motion  waas  seconded  and  carried 


directives  from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  CSm  “ **  landmi  35  rei)uired  by 
Don  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  snenrt  c n rvra  ^ 
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from  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environental  Protection  5X5161115  35  by  direcdves 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  spend  $2  nnn  fr„m  c ~ . 

water  filter  systems  as  required  by  the  DEP.  ’ ^ CaSh  t0  provide  specified  residences  with 

Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimouly. 
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Motion  was  seconded  at  carried  unanimouly. 

to  line  item  135-5100.  teSjaS  'a  !a‘ri « f 0 no 3 <C  " from  ava,lable  funds  $1  000 
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Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  spend  from  free  cash  $2,250  to  be  added  to  line  item  439-5100, 
Transfer  Station  wages. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vot  e to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  the 
sum  of  $21,000  for  the  school  portion  of  health  insurance  (line  item  300-914)  and  $1,500  for  the  non- 
school portion  of  Health  Insurance  Line  item  (914-5100). 

Don  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  spend  from  Free  Cash  the  $14,000  to  be  added  to  line  item  300- 
914,  School  Health  Insurance  and  $1,500  to  be  added  to  line  item  914-5100,  Non-school  health  insurance. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimouly. 

Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  9:00pm.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Minutes  prepared  and  submitted  by  Lisa  Stratford,  Town  Clerk. 
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Town  of  Leverett  Special  Town  Meeting 

November  16 , 1998 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett,  qualified 
to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett, 
on  Monday  November  16 , 1998  at  8:00  in  the  evening  (8:00  PM),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  approve  amendments  to  the  Regional  Agreement  approved  by  the 

Regional  School  Committee.  The  complete  text  of  the  proposed  amendments  is  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  disapproves  of  the  Regional  School  Committee's  vote  of  September  8, 1 998  to 

issue  bonds  for  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $200,000  for  the  purpose  of  improving  fields  and  replacing  the  track  at  the 
Regional  High  School. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  borrow  a sum  of  money  not-to-exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($50,000),  contingent  upon  passage  of  a debt  exclusion  vote,  to  pay  for  architectural  services  and  related  expenses, 
needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  for  the  renovation  and  an  addition  to  the  Leverett  Elementary 
School. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $14,000  from  Free  Cash  for  Fy  99  police  salaries  (line  item 
210-5100). 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $125  from  Free  Cash  as  a bill  of  prior  years  to  pay  the  Town  of 
Amherst  for  LeveTetf  s share  of  the  April  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $450  from  Free  Cash  for  the  Assessors  to  purchase  files 

cabinets,  a table,  shelving  and  related  office  equipment. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  copies  thereof  on  the  post  office  and  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores 
Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  time  and  place  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  day  of  , 1 998 

A Hue  copy  I attest:  SELECTBOARD  of  LEVERETT 

Lisa  Stratford  Donald  L.  Gibavic 

Town  Clerk 


Fenna  Lee  Bonsignore 


James  Perkins 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 
Date: Constable: 
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TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
NOVEMBER  16,1998 
MINUTES 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber  at  8:06  pm,  a quorum  being 
deemed  present.  There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  was  seconded 
and  passed. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  approve  amendments  to  the  Regional  Agreement  approved  by  the 
Regional  School  Committee.  The  complete  text  of  the  proposed  amendments  is  on  file  with  the  Town 
Clerk. 

Laurie  Millman:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  approve  amendments  to  the  Regional  Agreement  approved 
by  the  Regional  School  Committee. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimouly. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  disapproves  of  the  Regional  School  Committee’s  vote  of  Sept.  8,1998  to 
issue  bonds  for  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $200,00  for  the  purpose  of  improving  fields  and  replacing  the 
track  at  the  Regoinal  High  School. 

Laurie  Millman:  I move  the  town  disapprove  of  the  Regional  School  committee’s  vote  of  Sept.  8 to  issue 
bonds  for  an  ammount  not  to  exceed  $200,000,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  fields  and  replacing  the  track 
at  the  Regional  High  School. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  failed  (passed)  unanimously. 

Article  Three:(2/3)  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  borrow  a sum  of  money  not-to-exceed  $50,000, 
contingent  upon  the  passage  of  a debt  exclusion  vote,  to  pay  for  architectural  services  and  related 
expenses,  needed  to  complete  schematic  design  drawings  for  the  renovation  and  addition  to  the  Leverett 
Elementary  School. 

Fay  Zipkowitz:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  borrow  a sum  not-to-exceed  $50,000  , contingent  upon  the 
passage  of  a debt  exclusion  vote,  to  pay  for  architectural  services  and  related  expenses,  needed  to  complete 
schematic  drawing  for  the  renovation  and  an  addition  to  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  138  in  favor, 48  opposed. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $14,000  from  free  cash  for  FY99  police  salaries(line 
item  210-5100). 

Jim:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $14,000  from  Free  Cash  for  FY99  Police  Salaries(line  item  210- 
5100). 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $125  from  Free  Cash  as  a bill  of  prior  years  to  pay  the 
Town  of  Amherst  for  Leverett’s  share  of  the  April  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection. 

Don::  I move  that  the  Town  vote  expend  $125  from  Free  Cash  as  a bill  of  prior  years  to  pay  the  Town  of 
Amherst  for  Leverett’s  share  of  the  April  Household  Hazardous  Waste  Collection. 


<< 


( 
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Motion  was  seconded  and  passed  unanimouly. 


» 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  $450  from  Free  Cash  for  the  Assessors  to  purchase  file 
cabinets, a table,  shelving  and  related  office  equipment. 

Don  Robinson:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $450  from  Free  Cash  for  the  Assessors  ot  purchase  file 
cabinets,  shelving  and  related  office  equipment. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

Town  Meeting  was  asjourned  at  10:05  pm. 
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Town  of  Leverett 

FY  98  .Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant 
Saturday,  April  5,  1997 
9:00  A.M.  Leverett  Elementary  School 


Franklin  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify-  and  warn  the 
Inhabitants  of  Leverett.  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  Elementary  School 
Auditorium  at  said  Leverett  on  Saturday  the  5 * of  April  next,  at  9:00  in  the  morning  (9:00  .AM), 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  namely: 

.ARTICLE  ONE:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by- 

law or  Town  bylaw. 

.ARTICLE  TWO  : To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  151  § 220  of  the 

Massachusetts  Acts  of  1996  allowing  Minimum  Contributions  to  the  Region  for  Fy  98  to  be 
assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  Agreement. 

.ARTICLE  THREE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 

money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

.ARTICLE  FOLIC  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts 
with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or 
other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize 
the  selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonw  ealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway- 
construction  and.  or  maintenance  related  work. 

.ARTICLE  FIVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available 

funds  or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  S80.000  to  buy  and  equip  a dump  truck  for  the  Highway- 
Department. 

.ARTICLE  SIX:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  S 16,331.50  from  the  Road 

Machinery  Fund  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

.ARTICLE  SEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 

available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $4,000  to  buy  two  air  packs  for  the  Fire  Department. 
.ARTICLE  EIGHT  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 

available  funds  $8,500  w hich  is  the  towns  matching  share  for  the  first  year  of  a three  year  grant 
for  hiring  a full  time  police  officer. 

.ARTICLE  NINE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from  available 

funds  or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $5,000  to  design  an  elevator  or  lift  to  provide  access  to  the 
second  floor  of  the  Town  Hall  in  compliance  with  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act. 

ARTICLE  TEN  : To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 

available  funds  or  borrow  $8,200  to  pay  for  the  remaining  outstanding  costs  of  closing  the  landfill. 
.ARTICLE  ELEVEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  MGL  Chapter  59  Section  5 

Clause  50  which  is  a local  option  property'  tax  exemption  for  residential  improvements  to  provide 
housing  for  the  elderly. 

.ARTICLE  TWELVE:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of 

Leverett , Chapter  41,  Section  IB  to  read,  "The  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Annual 
Town  Meeting  business  or  Town  Meetings  coasidering  bylaw  changes  or  bond  issues  shall  be  at 
least  five  percent  of  the  registered  voters  on  the  active  voting  list  of  the  town". 

ARTICLE  THIRTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  Charter  establishing  the 

Franklin  Regional  Council  of  Governments  as  proposed  by  the  Franklin  Regional  Charter 


Commission  for  the  purpose  of  providing  regional  municipal  services  pursuant  to  Chapter  151  of 
the  Acts  of  1996,  Section  567,  as  amended,  or  take  any  other  action  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 

Full  copies  of  the  Charter  are  available  at  the  Town  Clerk's  Office  in  each  Franklin  County 

town. 

.ARTICLE  FOURTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the 

following  revolving  funds: 

The  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993 
The  Library  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  .Article  16,  April  30,  1994 
The  Telephone  Book  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13,  April  29,  1995 
The  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14,  April  29,  1995 
The  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  .Article  17.  March  30,  1996 

.ARTICLE  FIFTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  40  Section  6C  of  the 

Massachusetts  General  Laws  which  provides  that  the  town  may  appropriate  money  for  the  removal 
of  snow  and  ice  from  private  roads. 

Citizen's  Petition 

.ARTICLE  SIXTEEN:  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  Chapter  32B  Section  15  clause  a of 

the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  which  allows  the  town  to  offer  eligible  employees  group  long 
term  disability  , dental  or  vision  care.  The  town  would  not  be  obligated  to  pay  all  or  any  part  of  the 
premium  for  such  coverage. 

.And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the 
Post  Office,  in  the  Town  Hall  and  Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  Baptist  Church  at 
North  Lev  erett  and  the  Village  Co-op  at  Moores  Comer,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said 
meeting. 


Given  under  our  hands  this  3rd  day  of  March,  1997. 


A true  copy  I attest: 


/& 

D'.Ann  Sauer  Kelty,  Town  Clerk 


^^LEC^^^OF  LEVERETT 
Donald  L.  Gibffvic 


I have  served  this  Warrant  as  directed  therein: 


& tkevuf  1/  (l.  Cxtv\ 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
APRIL  5,  1997 
MINUTES 


The  222nd  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Leverett  was  called  to  order  at  9: 12am  by  Moderator 
Gary  Gruber,  who  declared  a quorum  present.  There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the 
warrant.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried.  The  moderator  called  for  a moment  of  silence  to  remember 
those  townspeople  who  had  passed  away  during  the  past  year. 

Article  One:  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  to  serve  for  periods  prescribed  by 
law  of  Town  bylaw. 

The  following  offices  were  declared  vacant,  and  the  following  individuals  were  voted  to  fill  those 
vacancies.  There  were  no  contested  elections. 

Assessor,  3 year  term:  George  Gibavic 

Auditor,  1 year  term:  Steve  Nagy 

Board  of  Health,  3 year  term:  Steve  Blinn 

Board  of  Health,  2 year  term:  no  candidate  nominated 

Library  Trustee,  two  3 year  terms:  Susan  Nagy,  Robert  Schuyler 

Constable,  3 year  term:  Ethan  Howard 

Finance  Committee,  two  3 year  terms:  Richard  Roberts  Jr.  no  candidate 
Finance  Committee,  2 year  term:  John  Ridgway 
Assistant  Moderator,  1 year:  Nancy  Gibavic 
Planning  Board,  5 years:  Gary  MacLean 

School  Committee,  two  3 year  terms:  Charles  Paulin,  Michael  Katz 
School  Committee,  two  1 year  terms:  Laurie  Brown,  Laurie  Millman 
Selectboard,  3 years:  James  Perkins 
Tree  Warden,  1 year:  Will  Stratford 

Chair  of  the  Selectboard  Donald  Gibavic  acknowledged  the  6+  years  of  service  of  outgoing 
Selectboard  member  Alice  Rarig. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  151,  Section 
20  of  the  Massachusetts  Acts  of  1996  allowing  Minimum  Contributions  to  the 
Region  for  FY98  to  be  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional 
Agreement. 

Robert  Stachowiak:  I move  that  the  Town  will  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  151,  Section  20  of 
the  Massachusetts  Acts  of  1996  allowing  Minimum  Contributions  to  the  Region  for  FY98  to  be 
assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Amherst-Pelham  Regional  Agreement. 

Motion  seconded,  supported  by  the  Finance  Committee.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  Town  expenses. 

Moderator  Gruber  read  through  the  line  items  m the  proposed  FY98  budget.  There  were  holds 
called  on  Planning  Board,  Elementary  School,  Regional  Schools,  Street  Lights. 

John  Swartz  moved  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $924,474.00  for  the  unheld 
items  in  the  budget.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Peter  d’Errico  moved  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $1350  for  the  Planning  Board  budget. 
Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Charles  Paulin  moved  that  the  Elementary  School  budget  be  reduced  by  $9000  from  $1,023, 1 19  to 
1,014,119.  motion  was  seconded  and  supported  by  Finance  Committee.  Motion  carried. 

Alice  Rarig  moved  that  the  budget  be  further  reduced  to  $1,000,1 19.  Motion  was  seconded,  votes 
were  yes:  44,  no:  50.  Motion  failed. 

Charles  Paulin  moved  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $1,014,1 19  for  the  elementary  school 
FY98  budget.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Donald  Gibavic  moved  that  the  Regional  School  budget  be  reduced  to  $800,000.  Motion  was 
seconded  but  did  not  carry. 

Robert  Stachowiak  moved  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $827,197  for  the  Regional  School 
budget.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Bill  Rivers  moved  that  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $2700  for  streetlights.  Motion  was  seconded 
and  carried. 

Moderator  Gruber  announced  that  the  total  budget  for  FY98  was  $2,679,840.  This  figure 
was  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  selectboard  to  enter  into 
contracts  with  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or 
maintenance  of  highways  or  other  permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation 
Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the  selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway  construction  and  or  maintenance 
related  work. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  authorize  the  selectboard  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Department  for  construction  and  or  maintenance  of  highways  or  other 
permissible  expenditures  from  the  Transportation  Bond  monies  (Chapter  90)  and  authorize  the 
selectboard  to  accept  any  monies  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  highway 
construction  and  or  maintenance  related  work. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  supported  by  the  Finance  Committee.  Motion  carried 
unanimously. 
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Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $80,000  to  buy  and  equip  a dump 
truck  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Alice  Rarig:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  expend  $40,000  from  the  Stabilization  Fund,  expend 
$16,331.50  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account  and  take  $23,669  from  Free  Cash  to  buy  and  equip 
a dump  truck  for  the  Highway  Department. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  supported  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Capital  Planning 
Committee.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $16,331.50  form  the  Road 
Machinery  Fund  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  highway  equipment. 

Article  was  passed  over. 


Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $4000  to  buy  two  air  packs  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a sum  of  $4000  to  buy  two  air 
packs  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  $8,500  which  is  the  towns  matching  share  for  the  fires  year  of  a three 
year  grant  for  hiring  a full  time  police  officer. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $8,500  which  is  the  towns 
matching  share  for  the  first  year  of  a three  year  grant  for  hiring  a full  time  police  officer. 

Finance  Committee  recommended  this  by  a vote  of  2-1. 

Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Nine:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  borrow  a sum  not  to  exceed  $5000  to  design  an  elevator  or  lift  to 
provide  access  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Town  Hall  in  compliance  with  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  a sum  not  to  exceed  $5000  to 
design  an  elevator  or  lift  to  provide  access  to  the  second  floor  of  the  Town  Hall  in  compliance  with 
the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Ten:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  transfer  from 
available  funds  or  borrow  $8,200  to  pay  for  the  remaining  outstanding  costs  of 
closing  the  landfill. 

Alice  Rang:  I move  that  the  town  vote  to  transfer  $1,043.72  from  the  Landfill  Closure  Trust  Fund 
and  raise  and  appropriate  $7 156.28  to  pay  for  the  remaining  outstanding  costs  of  closing  the 
landfill. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

At  12:00  Moderator  Gruber  called  for  a lunch  recess,  and  announced  that  the  meeting  would 
reconvene  at  1 :00. 

Meeting  reconvened  at  1:05. 


Article  Eleven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  MGL  Chapter  59  Section  5 
Clause  50  which  is  a local  option  property  tax  exemption  for  residential 
improvements  to  provide  housing  for  the  elderly. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  MGL  Chapter  59  Section  5 Clause  50  which 
is  a local  option  property  tax  exemption  for  residential  improvements  to  provide  housing  for  the 
elderly. 

Finance  Committee  had  no  recommendation  due  to  lack  of  information.  Motion  was  seconded 
and  carried. 


Article  Twelve:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of 
Leverett , Chapter  41,  Section  IB  to  read,  “The  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation 
of  Annual  Town  Meeting  business  or  Town  Meetings  considering  bylaw  changes  or 
bond  issues  shall  be  at  least  five  percent  of  the  registered  voters  on  the  active  voting 
list  of  the  town.” 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  the  Code  of  the  Town  of  Leverett , Chapter 
41,  Section  IB  to  read,  “The  quorum  necessary  for  the  initiation  of  Annual  Town  Meeting  business 
or  Town  Meetings  considering  bylaw  changes  or  bond  issues  shall  be  at  least  five  percent  of  the 
registered  voters  on  the  active  voting  list  of  the  town.” 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Thirteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  Charter  establishing  the 
Franklin  Regional  Council  of  Governments  as  proposed  by  the  Franklin  Regional 
Charter  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  providing  regional  municipal  services 
pursuant  to  Chapter  151  of  the  Acts  of  1996,  Section  567,  as  amended,  or  take  any 
other  action  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 
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Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  the  Charter  establishing  the  Franklin 
Regional  Council  of  Governments  as  proposed  by  the  Franklin  Regional  Charter  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  regional  municipal  services  pursuant  to  Chapter  151  of  the  Acts  of  1996, 
Section  567,  as  amended,  or  take  any  other  action  or  votes  in  relation  thereto. 

Motion  was  seconded.  Jay  DiPucchio,  Administrator  from  the  County  Commissioners  office, 
explained  the  proposed  changes  to  the  structure  of  County  government.  Finance  Committee 
supported  the  motion.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Fourteen:  Top  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the 
following  revolving  funds:  The  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by 
Article  21,  April  24,  1993;  the  Library  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16, 
April  30,  1994;  The  Telephone  Book  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13, 
April  29,  1995;  the  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14 
1995;  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  17,  March  30,  1996. 

Alice  Rang:  I move  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  continuation  of  the  following  revolving 
funds:  The  Night  Custodian  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  21,  April  24,  1993;  the 
Library  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  16,  April  30,  1994;  The  Telephone  Book 
Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  13,  April  29,  1995;  the  Roads  of  Leverett  Revolving 
Fund  as  authorized  by  Article  14  1995;  the  Town  Hall  Revolving  Fund  as  authorized  by  Article 
17,  March  30,  1996. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Fifteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  Chapter  40  Section  6C  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  which  provides  that  the  town  may  appropriate  money 
for  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  private  roads. 

The  moderator  announced  that  it  was  his  understanding  to  pass  over  this  article.  No  objections 
were  raised. 


Article  Sixteen:  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  Chapter  32B  Section  15  Clause  a of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  which  allows  the  town  to  offer  eligible  employees 
group  long  term  disability,  dental  or  vision  care.  The  town  would  not  be  obligated 
to  pay  all  or  any  part  of  the  premium  for  such  coverage. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  the  town  accept  Chapter  32B  Section  15  Clause  a of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  which  allows  the  town  to  offer  eligible  employees  group  long  term 
disability,  dental  or  vision  care.  The  town  would  not  be  obligated  to  pay  all  or  any  part  of  the 
premium  for  such  coverage. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


There  was  a motion  to  adjourn  at  1:53pm.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Vr  i • . • * 
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Town  of  Leverett  Special  Town  Meeting 

September  29, 1997 


Franklin,  SS. 

To  one  of  the  Constables  of  Leverett: 

GREETINGS: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  Leverett,  qualified 
to  vote  in  the  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  LEVERETT  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  GYMNASIUM  at  said  Leverett, 
on  Monday  September  29, 1997  at  8:00  in  the  evening  (8:00  PM),  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  SI  97.23  which  represents  the 
town's  share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account 
in  accordance  with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  available 
funds  a sum  not  to  fexceed  $ 4,500.00  to  pay  for  additional  testing  of  water  samples  from 
private  wells  and  the  landfill  monitoring  wells  in  order  to  comply  with  directives  from  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for  the  completion  of  the  Comprehensive  Site 
Assessment. 

Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available^ funds  a sum  not  to 

exceed  SI 0,000  to  renovate  the  Town  Hall  bathrooms.  u 
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Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  from  available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed 

$ 6,100.00  to  reconstruct  the  intersection  of  North  Leverett  and  Chestnut  Hill  Roads. 

Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $950.00  to  construct  a concrete  pad  at  the  transfer  station. 

Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  from  available  funds  $6,328. 1 2 as  a bill  of 

prior  years  to  pay  for  additional  salary  costs  for  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of 
financing  the  following  water  pollution  abatement  facility  projects:  repaid  replacement  and/or 
upgrade  of  septic  systems,  pursuant  to  agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  residential 
property  owners,  including  without  limitation  all  costs  thereof  as  defined  %n  Section  1 of  Chapter 
29C  of  the  General  Laws;  to  determine  whether  this  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing 
from  the  Massachusetts  Water  Pollution  Abatement  Trust  or  otherwise;  or  to  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  SI  ,503  from  available  funds 
to  the  Fire  Department  operating  budget. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Congregational  Church  at  Leverett,  also  the  store  and  Baptist  Church  at  North  Leverett  and  the  store  at  Moores 
Comer,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  ¥ day  of  September,  A.D.  1997. 


A true  copy  I attest: 

D'Ann  Sauer  Kelty 
Town  Clerk 


SELECTBOARD  LEVERETT 


I have  saved  this  Warrant  as  direct* 
Date: 


TOWN  OF  LEVERETT 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
SEPTEMBER  29, 1997 

MINUTES 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8:02pm  by  Moderator  Gary  Gruber,  a quorum  being 
deemed  present.  There  was  a motion  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant,  motion  seconded  and 
passed. 

Article  One:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $ 197.23  which  represents  the  town’s 
share  of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance 
with  MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $197.23  which  represents  the  town’s  share 
of  the  Franklin  County  dog  monies  from  the  General  Fund  to  the  Library  Account  in  accordance  with 
MGL  Chapter  140,  Section  172. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Article  Two:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  expend  from  available  funds  a sum 
not  to  exceed  $4500.00  to  pay  for  additional  testing  of  water  samples  from  private  wells  and  the  landfill 
monitoring  wells  in  order  to  comply  with  directives  from  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for 
the  completion  of  the  Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  that  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $4500.00  to  pay  for  additional  testing  of 
water  samples  from  private  wells  and  the  landfill  monitoring  wells  in  order  to  comply  with  directives  from 
the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  for  the  completion  of  the  Comprehensive  Site  Assessment. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Three:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed 
$10,000.00  to  renovate  the  Town  Hall  bathrooms. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  the  sum  of  $ 10,000.00  to  renovate  the 
Town  Hall  bathrooms. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Article  Four:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  from  available  funds  a sum  not  to  exceed  $6, 100.00  to 
reconstruct  the  intersection  of  North  Leverett  and  Chestnut  Hill  Roads. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $6,100.00  to  reconstruct  the  intersection 
of  North  Leverett  Road  and  Chestnut  Hill  Road. 

Motion  was  seconded.  After  some  discussion  there  was  a motion  to  pass  over  the  article.  The  motion  to 
pass  over  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Article  was  passed  over. 


Article  Five:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  or  transfer  from  available  funds  a sum 
not  to  exceed  $950.00  to  construct  a concrete  pad  at  the  transfer  station. 


Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  from  free  cash  $950.00  to  construct  a concrete  pad  at  the 
transfer  station. 

Motion  was  seconded,  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  carried. 


Article  Six:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  from  available  funds  $6,328. 12  as  a bill  of  prior  years 
to  pay  for  additional  salary  costs  for  the  Leverett  Elementary  School. 

Michael  Katz:  I move  the  town  vote  to  expend  $6,328. 12  from  the  FY98  elementary  school  operating 
budget  to  pay  a bill  of  prior  years  for  additional  salary  expenses  at  the  school. 

Motion  was  seconded.  There  was  a motion  to  have  a ballot  vote,  motion  was  seconded  and  failed. 

Main  motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Seven:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  a sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  financing 
the  following  water  pollution  abatement  facility  projects:  repair,  replacement  and/or  upgrade  of  septic 
systems,  pursuant  to  agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  residential  property  owners,  including 
without  limitation  all  costs  thereof  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  Chapter  29C  of  the  General  Laws;  to 
determine  whether  this  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  from  the  Massachusetts  Water 
Pollution  Abatement  Trust  or  otherwise;  or  to  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Matthew  Corcoran:  I move  that  $200,000  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  financing  the  following 
water  pollution  abatement  facility  projects:  repair,  replacement  and/or  upgrade  of  septic  systems,  pursuant 
to  agreements  with  the  Board  of  Health  and  residential  property  owners,  including  without  limitation  all 
costs  thereof  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  Chapter  29C  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws;  that  to  meet  this 
appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  all  or  a 
portion  of  such  amount  from  the  Massachusetts  Water  Pollution  Abatement  Trust  established  pursuant  to 
Chapter  29C  and  in  connection  therewith  to  enter  into  a loan  agreement  and/or  security  agreement  with 
the  Trust  and  otherwise  contract  with  the  Trust  and  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  with  respect 
to  such  loan  and  for  any  federal  or  state  aid  available  for  the  projects  or  other  financing  thereof;  and  that 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Public  Works  or  any  other  appropriate  local  body  or  official  is 
authorized  to  enter  into  a project  regulatory  agreement  with  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection, 
to  expend  all  the  funds  available  for  the  projects  and  to  take  any  other  action  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
projects. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  recommended  by  the  Finance  Committee.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 


Article  Eight:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $1,503  from  available  funds  to  the  Fire 
Department  operating  budget. 

Donald  Gibavic:  I move  the  town  vote  to  transfer  from  funds  received  from  the  sale  of  the  brush  truck, 
$500  to  the  Fire  Department  salary  category  and  $1,003  to  the  Fire  Department  expenses  category  in  the 
FY  98  operating  budget  and  change  the  operating  budget  total  for  FY  98  to  $2,771,343. 

Motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 


Motion  to  adjourn  was  made  at  8:55pm.  Motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


Minutes  prepared  and  submitted  by  D’Ann  Sauer  Kelty,  Town  Clerk 
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